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GENERAL MEETINGS

Canberra Deakin Football Club, Grose St, Deakin at
7:30pm on the second Tuesday of each month.

General meetings are where Club members and visitors can meet and get
information on past and future Club activities in an informal atmosphere.
Meetings regularly feature talks from experts on topics of interest, and reports

on past trips. Visitors can introduce themselves, there is a raffle with generous
prizes and a coffee break for catching up with other members.

Ideas for guest speakers are welcome, please don't hesitate to contact the
Committee if you know of someone who could make an interesting and topical
presentation. Many members gather before the meeting to enjoy a meal or a

drink at the club.

TRIPSAND EVENTS

An important element, some may say the lifeblood of the Club, is our
trips and events calendar. Any member can run a trip or event once
approved by the Committee, it’s a very rewarding experience.

If you've been thinking of booking a trip or event, head to the How to Book for a
Trip section of the website where you will find step by step instructions. You
can propose your trip or event using the Online Form and there is a wealth of
material in the Information for Trip Leaders page and also from experienced trip
leaders who are always keen to help you run your trip or event successfully.

CLUB BANK ACCOUNT

PUBLICATIONS

Membership fees are paid through the Website:

Club’s website. For other financial
transactions, the Club’s bank account

details are:

Bank: Bank Australia
Account Name: ST4WDC
BSB Number: 313 140
Account Number: 1213 0617

When transferring payments
please include your name and
the reason for the transfer,

e.g. “J Smith clothing”
“JSmith renew 2023”, etc.

Information regarding the Club, our
activities, sponsors, and membership is
available on our website at
www.st4dwdc.com.au.

Facebook:

The STAWDC page includes posts regarding
Club activities and sponsors
www.facebook.com/st4wdc/

Southern Trails

Contribute to STAWDC monthly newsletter.
Trip reports, member profiles, relevant articles,
and classified advertisements are welcome, as
are photographs and illustrations. Closing date
for contributions is the first Tuesday of the
month. Send contributions to
publications@st4wdc.com.au
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I’ve just been scrolling through FaceBook. Yep, I’'m in that older demographic that still
gets all its news, current affairs, opinions and information from an unbiased source full
of highly knowledgeable and informed people. And Bots. And Bigots. And Racists. And
Trolls. But you know, just ‘do your own research’ and don’t be a sheeple. Anyway,
where was | going with this? Oh yeah. So, in the space of 4 thumb swipes | had 3 Tag-
Along-Tour promotions come up. Must be because I’m being listened to. Stalked even.
| passed some comment to Bron last night about a friend of ours who’s leading a Tag-
Along up the Canning Stock Route, and now I’'m being spammed.

But it got me thinking. Why do people do the Tag-Alongs? |don’t getit. Approx $300
for a one day tag-along in the Brindies, 7 days in the Vic High Country for about $1900,
a month in the Kimberlies for $7500 (plus fuel, and bring your own food, water, spares,

year, get Training (a 2 Day course is around $700 per vehicle from a commercial
provider), get lots of trips to a variety of places at varying levels of difficulty and
times/durations, and support from the other members. If you want the longer, more
adventurous trips, then they can be organised through the club, it’s not hard. The only
reason | can think is that people like to be ‘spoon-fed’; you do all the planning, and I’ll
just come along and do what I’m told. Easy as. If what I’ve been told by one of the
commercial guides is true, if you break down, they make sure you’re safe and/or get
you to the nearest town, and then you’re on your own (could be wrong.....)

| guess | shouldn’t be too critical, I’ve just got back from an organised tour in Peru,
Ecuador and Galapagos. In fact, the day we were leaving | had to ask Bron where we
were going and for how long. And did she have my Passport. Hypocrite much? Maybe.
But now I’m back, it just confirmed my original thoughts. We could have organised the
same trip with only a little more effort (well, not me because Bron does all that kind of
stuff, | don’t do a lot of planning, just make it up as | go). We could have had more time
to do and see what we wanted, and probably at a fraction of the cost (one ‘optional’ day
trip we booked from Australia cost us about $300, and while we were there we found a
local guide that did the same trip for about $100).

So why join a club? Here’s arange of ideas/reasons that the Association put together a
few years ago to help clubs focus on what they have to offer, and to help attract and
retain members. It’s relevant, but I’m not sure that the clubs do promote these things
properly. Here goes:

e Knowledge (how to plan and run trips, where to go, how to use your vehicle safely
and responsibly, maintenance and repairs, the list goes on....)



e Personal development (skills and knowledge, organisation and trip leading,
problem-solving)

e Safety (training and experience, knowledge, part of a team)

e Companionship (part of a group with similar interests, encouragement and
recognition)

e Structure (organised activities and club operation, planned activities and events)

e Environmental integrity (Tread Lightly, sustainability, responsibility, proactive
actions, education and leading by example)

So, full circle and back to my original question/thoughts. Why do the Tag-Along? |
guess it comes down to people not wanting to do any planning, wanting to be led, and
having that feeling of reassurance that someone who supposedly knows what they are
doing is in charge. But from experience, | can tell you, it’s not for me. I’d rather travel
with a group of friends from the club who | know and trust, and have the flexibility of
adjusting things on the fly, rather than being locked in. And at a fraction of the cost.

But enough of that, back to some club things. Thanks to Alex (Vice Pres) for his
contribution to the newsletter last month while | was away (nice to have an intelligent
article for a change?) and running the monthly club meeting. Don’t forget the Club’s
50th Anniversary Dinner on 7 November; register on the website (helps with planning)
and get your tickets either on-line through the shop, or by contacting
Social@st4wdc.com.au (details later in the newsletter | hope!).

Please, check your details on the website; after some recent mailouts for the 50th,
Newsletter and upcoming trips, we have about 50 current members who have dud email
addresses; if we don't have a valid email to contact you, we can't send critical
information either (there are 'opt in/out' settings for the various notifications that we do
send, so you don't have to get every email.....)

If you have any ideas for, or issues with, the club, drop us aline (contact details on the
website) or if you are a member through the Suggestions form on the website (or the
Suggestions Box at the club meeting); it can be anonymous. The more feedback we
get the better we can do....

But now it’s a nice day, first in a week, and if | can believe the weather reporter, the last
for aweek. So | better get out and beat the weeds into submission, take the dog for a
stagger (she’s 13 and arthritic), and maybe even get the autumn leaves out of the pool
before it goes green. Might be time to think about heading north for a couple of
months, the annual Canberra migration, get away from the cold. But where to go?
Bron! Plan me a trip!

Safe travels, and see you on the tracks. Oh, and don’t forget, ‘If plan A doesn’t work,
the alphabet has 25 more letters!’



Lost & Found

Wind Rain Jacket size large. Left at Talooge in the kitchen
Ring Michael 0412 377 941




We had 2 new Members for May, and one returning member. If you see them at a club
meeting, don’t forget to say g’day:

e Greg and Leisa Baynham — Toyota Landcruiser 79 Series
e Sven Pekarsky — Lexus GX550
e Andrew Dean — Toyota FJ Cruiser

Current membership counts stand at:

e Full Member: 230
e Family Member: 148
e Life Member: 10
e TOTAL: 388

When your membership renewal is due, please hop onto the website st4wdc.com.au
and click on the Member Area, then My Membership, and the green box titled “Renew
Membership”. You can also update your profile online too. If you have changed your
vehicle, please update that too! There is also a Membership Card (with QR Code),
which can be opened from your smartphone to prove to businesses that you are a
member of STAWDC!

If you have family members and have children that have reached 21 years of age, they
now need to upgrade to a full member or else be removed from your profile. If this is
the case, could you please contact me to discuss.

In recognition of your dedication to the Club, we now have stickers that celebrate the
number of years you have been in the club. These years are 2, 5,10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35,
40 and life membership stickers. Come and see me at a Club meeting to get yours.

Membership benefits: Please remember that several businesses in Canberra advertise
with us and will give you sound advice as an ST4AWDC member when you purchase
your 4WD and camping gear. Even if you do not want to actually claim any club
discount on the price, please be sure to mention you are a member at participating
stores — and maybe show them your Membership Card via your smartphone! Check out
a full list of Advertisers on our web site and within the newsletter.

Many thanks to the club members that have assisted at the visitor’s table. Having other
members on the table welcoming and informing visitors about what we do in the club is
extremely helpful to me and is much appreciated by all visitors. If you see a new face
at a meeting or someone looking a little lost, say G’day! It takes only a few minutes to
possibly make someone feel welcome and connected.

If you have any Membership queries or want to have a chat about an issue, don’t
hesitate to contact me at membership@st4dc.com.au or 0413 59 44 53.






Join us as the Southern Tablelands 4WD Club celebrates 50 years of
adventure, mateship and community.

Saturday, 7 November 2026
Q Hellenic Club, Woden
() Doors open 5:30 pm
/® Three-course dinner

© Beverage packages available

& Club history and memories

Early Bird Tickets (until 30 June)
$70 — Dinner only (Pay-As-You-Go drinks)
$85 — Dinner + Non-Alcoholic Package
$105 — Dinner + 4-Hour Alcoholic Drinks Package (Beer/Wine)

Standard — 1 July to 30 October 2026
$80 — Dinner (Pay-As-You-Go drinks)
$95 — Dinner + Non-Alcoholic Drinks Package
$115 — Dinner + 4-Hour Alcoholic Drinks Package (Beer/Wine)

For full event details, ticket bookings and to nominate for the event, please
visit the club website.

o8 https://st4wdc.com.au/activity/50th-anniversary-golden-celebration/

Bookings & enquiries:

Maz — social@st4wdc.com.au


https://st4wdc.com.au/activity/50th-anniversary-golden-celebration/

Facebook Pages

The STAWDC has 2 Facebook
pages, one for the general public,
and the other is a private group

for current members only

P

ST4AWDC

Members Only
Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/908435057160160

Rrepal
Facebook page
ST4AWDC Public Facebook Page

https://www.facebook.com/
st4dwdc/
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Basic Driver Training May 2026

Student Instructor Trainee
Nick Lamb Peter B
Oliver Phillips Scott
Shaun Parton Rod
James Mifsud Rob P
Can Ercan Ciril Steve
Mark Titley Michael P
Robert Fulthorpe Rob Don
Sophie Schubert Rob Dav
Matt Parrish Stu
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It had been a while since | have last done any 4-wheel driving. In 2026, | joined the
Southern Tablelands 4 Wheel Drive Club to re-live some of those old memories. Early in
May, | decided to push my limits by completing the Southern Tablelands 4 Wheel Drive
Club Basic Driver Training Course. After travelling east from Bredbo for several
kilometres, | lowered the tires and travelled through the rough terrain to Talooge to
begin my training. The Club Basic Driver Training Course provides a wealth of
community-driven knowledge, focusing on practical advice, technical troubleshooting,
and experience-sharing among other enthusiasts. Me personally, when driving in and
out dry creek beds and up hills and the traction control kick in when needed, my
vehicle continued to power on, giving me a spectacular feeling, "confidence" knowing



my pride and joy is built for this type of activity. Rocks are truly your friend unless you
take the wrong line.

Michael, thank you for your help and guidance through the course, without it the kinky
Prado would have stayed scratch free and clean forever. You taught me how to be cool,
calm and collected out on the tracks, showed me the right and wrong ways of doing
things. A new found confidence that is what | needed.

Thank you Southern Tablelands 4 Wheel Drive Club , | have already recommended the
club and your course to many of my work colleagues and you will most likely have
some of them giving you a shout in the coming year or so. | am look forward to the next
adventure, perhaps with a few mates too!

Mark

They say you can't teach a old dog new tricks, they could not be more wrong. | got so
much out of the driver training weekend, met new friends and marveled at the
combined knowledge of the magnificent instructors. All involved in this endeavor are to
be congratulated on a fantastic 4wd training course that will open up a new world for
the trainees involved.

Bob

i

\ il




The “Safe One” Basic Vehicle Course with ST4WDC is a worthwhile experience, and |
would highly recommend it to all new members. The weekend started Friday afternoon
with some theory lessons before settling in for the evening with a few beers around the
fire, which was a great way to get to know everyone. Saturday was our first full day of
driving, beginning with practical exercises focused on wheel placement, understanding
our individual vehicles, and the basic 4wding principles. In the afternoon we headed
out onto the tracks, gradually stepping up the difficulty as the day went on, which really
helped build confidence in all drivers. That night we were back around the fire again,
sharing stories from the day and enjoying the social side of the weekend.

On Sunday morning we tackled more challenging tracks, which was a great way to put
everything into practice. The instructors were all fantastic, knowledgeable, supportive,
and generous with their advice. | especially appreciated the guidance from Scott who
was my instructor throughout the weekend. | really enjoyed learning the fundamentals
like wheel placement, left-foot braking, and basic recovery safety. Overall, it was a
great mix of learning, driving, and socialising, and I’'m keen to get involved in club trips
in the future.

Oliver. P




Just a few words regarding my experience of the driver training weekend.

| was a little nervous about the course, but after a couple of hours | realised | was in
good hands. The trainers were an excellent bunch of people who gave their time and
knowledge so we could master new skills in driving our vehicles to their potential as
well as ourselves. | took a lot away from the training sessions and have now committed
to 3 activities due to the new skills and confidence | gained.

A big thanks to my trainer Rob and all the trainers for what you do.

James

The May 2026 Driver Training weekend was more than just a skills session — It was an
experience in understanding why the club is such a strong and supportive one.
Completing the SAFE ONE Basic Vehicle Operating Course didn’t just give me a deeper
appreciation for the technical side of four wheel driving, it provided insight into the
people who make the club what it is.

The training itself was outstanding. The course covered a wide range of essential skills,
beginning with the fundamentals of operating a 4WD on unsealed roads and
progressing into more advanced techniques. The build-up of skills as the weekend
progressed provided greater confidence to tackle more difficult obstacles. This
approach helped everyone to stay calm, think clearly, and trust the process.

Participants gained hands on experience in basic vehicle recovery, 4WD component
understanding, and terrain appraisal, all under the guidance of highly skilled and
knowledgeable instructors. The standout challenge for me was the ‘Back Door’ track at
the end of the first day (and second day just for fun). I’'m not sure if the track got its
name because it offers a rear entry point to camp or if it makes participants pucker
theirs — I think it may be a combination of the two.

Beyond the technical learning, the social side of the weekend was just as rewarding.
Members supported one another through each exercise, shared stories, and enjoyed
plenty of laughs along the way. These moments created a bond between trainers and
participants alike; | look forward to meeting my cohort on the tracks in the future.

Lastly, heartfelt thank you goes to the instructors (mine was Stu, we had fun the entire
weekend, although he did complain of sore kidneys a few times), who generously give
their time, patience, and expertise. Their passion for safe, responsible four wheel
driving is the reason we have all walked away from training more confident and capable
to enjoy our 4wd adventures.

Matt



Coming from someone who is not very experienced or confident in their 4wd ability |
would highly recommend doing the basic training course. It gives you practical
experience on what you need to do and be thinking about as well as how your car
operates and its capability. The instructors are calm and patient, they take you from
having to be guided every step of the way to (once you are able) stepping back and
letting you just drive.

The tracks were harder than | was expecting, and before the course | would have
refused to drive them, but | surprised myself at what | was able to do and how easy it
felt afterwards. As someone who is inexperienced and not confident in their own ability
there was no pressure to drive anything that looked impossible. Instead | was gently
encourage to evaluate each section and decide for myself if it was something | wanted
to tackle or if | would prefer to practise more on easier sections.

The facilities were great, the other students were awesome like-minded people, and I’'m
just really thrilled that | got to do this and | can’t thank the instructors enough (shout
out to Rob). Now I just need to get out there and practise my new skills.

The Basic Driver Training at Talooge in May 2026 was a real highlight for me. | picked
up some great new skills and enjoyed meeting new people along the way. Steve and
Ciril created a professional but relaxed environment, and their experience, patience,
and willingness to help really stood out throughout the weekend. Their feedback was
both encouraging and genuinely useful.



Even though | already had some four-wheel-driving experience, the training showed me
there were still plenty of important skills to revisit and refine, including push-and-pull
steering techniques, tyre pressure adjustments, and other key fundamentals.

The evening gatherings around the campfire were another highlight. It was great to
meet other club members and share stories and experiences from the day, as well as
discuss past and future trips. | hope to catch up with many of them again on future
outings.

| particularly appreciated the diversity within the club, with members coming from a
wide range of backgrounds and experiences. | also valued the strong encouragement
for everyone to become involved in future activities and even lead trips themselves.
One phrase repeated throughout the weekend was, “the club is yours, so get involved,”
which | thought was an excellent motto and a great source of motivation for members.

Talooge was an excellent location for the training — peaceful, scenic, and a perfect
getaway for a few days. | hope to return again soon.

| would also like to thank all the club members and instructors involved in organising
and delivering the training and making it such a memorable weekend for everyone who
attended. | look forward to participating in future club activities.

Can

Coming into the weekend of the May Driver Training 2026 | wasn’t sure what to expect.
Not knowing many people other than those few occasional chats at the Monthly
meeting and pre-night training, no prior knowledge of four-wheel driving, no previous
experience off-road except for the occasional dirt road and a brand-new car.

From the first session it was evident that the trainers had the experience and
knowledge to teach what was required for not only the weekend but also going forward.
Starting with the basics before moving onto more advanced techniques. The feeling |
had in the classroom was relaxed and | could only hope that all the other trainers were
as easy going as those in the classroom. After the training it was the first real
opportunity | had to chat with the other trainers and drivers around the fire.

For the first day of driving, | was a little nervous of what to expect but from the first
words from my trainer's mouth | could tell | was in great hands. As the day progressed
and we tackled different obstacles and situations the trainers did an amazing job at
explaining how to tackle it and why we do it that way, not only to get through the
obstacle but how to do it safely.

Then came an obstacle | thought that there was no way it’s for beginners, “Back Door”.
This thing looked like I would never get up it. After walking it with our instructors to
identify our line | gave it a go. It was the steepest track I’d ever driven up and when at
the top, it wasn’t so bad.



The next day we were out again but with no trainer guidance, putting together
everything we learned the day before. What an amazing day! Driving around, tackling
obstacles | would never have even thought about doing and | was just cruising around
like I’d done this for years and was having a great time.

| don’t think | could have done this without the experienced trainers and their guidance
and patience and the other drivers during the weekend. Support from each and
everyone helped me from starting off a little nervous to being confident enough to
challenge myself. The culture that | experienced that weekend was something that will
have me continue to return for other trips, training and volunteering when the
opportunity arises.

| would like to say a big thank you to all the trainers that gave up their time to help not
only myself but the other new drivers, they did an amazing job. Shout out to my trainer
Rod, thank you for the patience and stories while driving which did a lot to help me
over the weekend. Don’t forget “Tyre Pressures People”

Shaun

Having never done anything off road before | had no idea what to expect when coming
in. Discussions around what we’d be doing over the weekend made it quite daunting to
start off with. Over the 2 days of driving on the property Peter guided me (and my car)
through rock steps and climbs | would never have even thought of attempting. My line
picking was horrible, throttle control just as bad and selection of music, I’'m sure, made
Peter want to get out and walk the tracks. But with his patience and guidance (and the
car’s diff lock) | was able to drive away from the weekend both physically and mostly
emotionally unscathed.

It was an excellent weekend, not just from a learning perspective, but also from a social
one. The instructors and new members | met and spoke to were genuinely lovely and
the property is beautiful.

Thank you to all the instructors, particularly Peter.
Nick
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Batlow Ciderfest 2026

The Batlow Ciderfest occurs the 3rd Saturday
of May every year and | had attended 3 times
previously. This time however, was my first
time going with the club and camping IN
Batlow! This was so much nicer than
camping in Tumut as not only could we just
walk to and from the festivities, but we were
able to spend time with other club members -
Maz (organiser extraordinaire) and Alex as

b
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well as Bob and Katie. We were blessed
with gorgeous weather and | reckon it is the
best Ciderfest that | have attended so far
due to even better musical performers on
stage this year. Andrew and | will certainly
be looking at going again next year, and
hope that there may be some other club
members joining us.

Sandy






AMERICAN BUILDS

American Builds. Mitchell 4x4 Mechanic.

Providing all your Chevrolet, Dodge, Ford, Jeep and RAM aftermarket needs.
A specialty is Jeep V8 engine conversions.
Home of the Jeep hemi engine conversions in Australia.
Also, look after the “Australian staples” such as land cruisers, rangers, etc
americanbuilds.com.au
Unit 4/61 Dacre St
61 Dacre St, Mitchell ACT 2911
0430 612 966
They also do:
Logbook Servicing, General Maintenance & Mechanical Repair, Suspension, Steering & Brakes,

Transmission Repair, Tyres & Wheels, Dyno Tuning & Performance Upgrades, Exhaust Systems, Engine
Conversions,

4x4 Builds and Build Management, Diesel Performance and Repair, Camping and Touring Products.



1984 SWB Suzukil Sierra

I've previously written about my first 4WD, a brand-new 1984 SWB Suzuki Sierra, 1.0
litre, 4-speed manual. As nimble & capable as it was off-road, it did have certain
limitations in space & highway ability, being tapped-out at 120kmh top speed. This did
lead to one nasty near-miss where a kind gentleman accelerated as | overtook him,
trapping me on the wrong side of the road at 120, with nothing left & oncoming traffic.
But with a circle of friends into R/C cars back then, the lack of space also mattered.
After a year of ownership, several Club trips & a few misadventures, in 1985 my little
Suzuki was traded-in on a new LWB Sierra, 1.3, 5-speed. A huge improvement in space,
performance & highway cruising.

It's first modification was a 73 litre L/R tank ordered through Monaro Off-Road to
replace the paltry 40-litre standard job. This tank had been destined for my SWB, but
fortunately also bolted straight under the back of the LWB Sierra. | remember dropping
in at Monaro O/R & asking then-owner Peter Reynolds "How's that tank coming,
Peter?" "It'll be here next week." "Ok, but | don't have the Sierra any more.......... "
pregnant pause - "but | still want the tank." Monaro O/R scored a lot of work on that

Sierra over the next few years - bull-bar, lights, tow-bar, OME suspension lift-
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The first Club-trip | took it on was a 4-day jaunt through Bendethera, Pike's Saddle &
Peak Alone, involving SIX river-crossings. In Autumn. In rain. The Convoy consisted of
10 or so assorted 'Cruisers, a couple of Patrols, a new Pajero & my oddball Sierra. As it
was the lightest vehicle & everyone was curious about it, | was permanently placed



second-last in the order with the Club President as "Charlie" in his double diff-locked,
turbo-diesel, 60-series 'Cruiser right behind me. The theory apparently was that after a
dozen other 4WDs had churned up the already slushy tracks, either the light Suzi would
handle it OR be the easiest to recover. The President could obviously look after
himself.

Well, in steep, mountainous, muddy, sloppy conditions my new Sierra shone. It rarely
needed 2 goes at any climbs or tricky spots & could turn in half the space of the big
rigs. It was also just long enough that | could sleep in the back, eliminating the need to
pack up awet tent. BUT - there's always a but - Suzukis do have one weak spot & that's
deep water, being smaller, lower & lighter than your typical 4WD wagon or Troopy. And
there were SIX river-crossings on this trip, getting deeper as we went along. The last
was the deepest & fastest-flowing, of course. All the other rigs had ploughed their way
across until only myself & the Pres. were left. Ok, deep breathe & in we go, first-low
gear & let her rev (6500rpm redline) - river running fairly fast right to left. First
indication of trouble was water over the bonnet. Next was a strange floating feeling
followed by a little sideways motion. Then she touched down again but seemed to be
struggling against the weight of the current, so | flattened the "loud pedal" & Suzi
gamely struggled through & out the other side. On inspection part of the struggling
feeling proved to be the nylon radiator-fan blades bending forward in the water &
touching the back of the radiator. They left a neat ring-marking scored there but luckily
did no other damage.

That was the last excitement of that trip but it did motivate me to fit extended breathers
on my diffs & a steel mesh guard to the back of my radiator. That mesh was to cause
me more trouble in the future way up in Kakadu NP, but that's another story.

Steve Goleby.



Club Meetings

7-30pm, 2nd Tuesday of each month
Canberra Deakin Football Club, Grose St, Deakin, ACT

UPCOMING MEETINGS

June - Tuesday 9th in the usual room

Please consider having your meal in the meeting room and
sharing your table with other members who you may not
know as well.

It iIs a great opportunity to get to know more club members.



“OFF-ROAD CAMPERS, HYBRIDS &
MOTORHOMES”

SO raver 4
“RVs THAT INSPIRE”
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GET YOUR

cAMPERA

www.Ccamperact

camperact.com.au 02)4624 9911 1/9 Maxwell Place, NARELLAN Unit 6 Endeavour Close, BERESFIELD

Tracks Adventure Gear are Canberra’s
locally owned & operated,
specialist adventure gear store.

Tracks Adventure Gear sell and fit all the gear to
get you ready for your next adventure.

Their friendly team will help you find the right
auto accessories & products from a range of
premium brands such as Drifta Stockton, ARB,
Thule, Rhino Rack, Hayman Reese plus many
more.

Drop in on Simmo, Glen, and the staff at:
72 Dundas Court, Phillip, ACT

P: (02) 6162 1929 ADVENTURE GEAR

E: sales@tracksadventuregear.com.au




Promotional Activities

Please consider helping out at these events. Such events showcase the
ST4WDC and it is where we attract members.

Contact Lynne at membership@st4wdc.com.au or nominate for events on
the Events web page, https://st4wdc.com.au/activities/events/



Trips and Events

Activity Name Type Grade |Leader Start Date | End Date

Vehicle and Recovery Equipment | Event 1 Bronwyn 09-06-26 | 09-06-26

Evaluation Squire

Talooge Winter Wonderland 2026 | Trip 3 Michael 19-06-26 | 21-06-26
Patrick

Drive the Tracks of the Cotter Trip 3 Michael 12-07-26 | 12-07-26

Region Patrick

Vehicle and Recovery Equipment | Trip 1 Bronwyn 14-07-26 | 14-07-26

Evaluation Squire

Gungarlin River 2026 Trip 3 Matthew 17-07-26 | 19-07-26
Maddigan

Travel to Surveyor Generals Trip 3 Peter 22-07-26 | 10-08-26

Corner and Simpson Desert Butterfield

Big Desert 26 Trip 4 Alex Szabo |24-07-26 |26-07-26

Vic Desert Parks 26 - Trip 3 Alex Szabo |27-07-26 | 02-08-26

expressions of interest

Simpson Desert 2026 Trip 3 Warren 01-08-26 | 06-08-26
Shardlow

Vehicle and Recovery Equipment | Event 1 Bronwyn 11-08-26 | 11-08-26

Evaluation Squire

Abercrombie River National Park | Trip 3 Michael 15-08-26 | 16-08-26
Patrick

Vehicle and Recovery Equipment | Event 1 Bronwyn 08-09-26 | 08-09-26

Evaluation Squire

Muster Trip 1 Brad Wells 11-09-26 | 13-09-26

Safe One Basic Driver Training Training |1 Bronwyn 18-09-26 | 20-09-26

Course Squire

Brindabella Ramble Trip 3 Petah Larke |27-09-26 |27-09-26

Vehicle and Recovery Equipment | Event 1 Bronwyn 13-10-26 | 13-10-26

Evaluation Squire

Muster Trip 1 Brad Wells 16-10-26 | 18-10-26

Intermediate Winching and Training | 3 Bronwyn 16-10-26 | 18-10-26

Recovery Course Squire

Basic Winching and Recovery Training | 3 Bronwyn 16-10-26 | 18-10-26

Course Squire

Safe One Basic Driver Training Training | 1 Bronwyn 30-10-26 |01-11-26

Course Squire

50th Anniversary - Golden Event 1 Mareike 07-11-26 |07-11-26

Celebration Seibel

Brindabella Ramble Trip 3 Petah Larke | 08-11-26 | 08-11-26

Vehicle and Recovery Equipment | Event 1 Bronwyn 10-11-26 | 10-11-26

Evaluation

Squire




Activity Name Type Grade | Leader Start Date | End Date

Vic High Ramble 2026 Trip 4 Michael 14-11-26 | 21-11-26
Patrick

Vehicle and Recovery Equipment | Event 1 Bronwyn 08-12-26 | 08-12-26

Evaluation Squire

Tassie 2027 Trip 4 Matt 06-02-27 | 27-02-27
Warmington

Licolarama 2027 Trip 4 Bruce 07-03-27 | 13-03-27
Ronning

Murder Mystery in The Trip 3 Michael 21-03-27 | 28-03-27

Wonnangatta Valley Patrick

Please check www.st4dwdc.com.au and consult with the Trip Leader to confirm details
before attending.

Contact trips@std4wdc.com.au or use the QR codes / web site links below for more

information.
Events Trips
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TRAINING

https://st4wdc.com.au/activities/training/
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MANY OF OUR FANTASTIC SPONSORS OFFER CLUB MEMBER DISCOUNTS.
PLEASE ASK AT TIME OF PURCHASE.

7 = @) BatteryWorld E

SOUTH CANBERRA

YOUR LOCAL BATTERY EXPERTS
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24 OPEN 6 DAYS
HOUR L. (02) 6282 9884
\ 95 GRENVILLE COURT PHILLIP ACT




64 Kembla St,
Fyshwick ACT 2609
02 6103 0500

info@action4x4.net.au

WATTS

COMMUNICATIONS

GME

Watts Communications is a family owned & operated business established in
Canberra for over 25 years. They are your one stop shop for all of your two-way
radio, UHF CB radio, GPS navigation & GPS vehicle tracking needs. They have an
extensive showroom and a fully equipped workshop to undertake installations into
all types of vehicles.

1/68 Kembla Street, Fyshwick ACT Tel: 02 6280 6416



Trade Sponsors

Around Town Plumbing Service
Office Number: 0418 631 669

Carbon Offroad
Carbon Offroad Australia
Https://carbonoffroad.com.au
1300 780 141

Please support our Bronze and Trade Sponsors who
support the ST4AWDC



¢ OFF ROAD CENTRE
The Four Wheel Drive Specialists

The folks at Monaro Off Road Centre have been long time supporters and members of our club, and look after
the vehicles of many of our members. Michael and Rod can look after you with all vehicle servicing, repairs,
pre-purchase inspections, trip preparation, new car warranty servicing, and a free courtesy car on request.
They can supply and fit accessories from all the well known brands from leading manufacturers.

Find them at: 25 Stevens Road, Queanbeyan. (02) 6297 6006

SUNFLOWER CARE

SOLUTIONS







50th Anniversary Clothing and Merchandise

The Southern Tablelands 4 Wheel Drive club will reach 50 this year, founded in rapidly growing
Canberra when the Holden Kingswood was the most popular vehicle sold and the top ten were locally
manufactured large family cars, today the Ranger and Hilux have been vying for top spot for the last
decade.

Formal 4 Wheel drive clubs were rare 50 years ago but 1976 appears to have been a popular year for
establishment with the Blue Mountains 4WD Club and Nissan Patrol Club of NSW and ACT also being
founded by likeminded enthusiasts alongside our beloved ST4WDC.

To celebrate this momentous milestone the club has developed a 50th
Anniversary version that of our much loved badge which will be available on

both our established line of clothing; polos, rugby tops and baseball caps as well
as the new exciting new options being introduced this year, including the popular
Bisley work shirts, new T-shirts and snuggly hoodies. We’re looking to make
these items as tailorable as possible so if you like the hoodie but want the logo
on the back we can make this happen for you.

Examples will be available to peruse at club meetings, available through the
website (as an option on the item) and you can also email
clothing@st4wdc.com.au




STAWDC
BRANDED
CLOTHING

Available at:

New Online Store,

Monthly meetings,

Or Email the Clothing Coordinator
clothing@st4wdc.com.au

New Designs & Old Favourites

Men's and Women's styles
Wide Selection of Sizes

your Name Here
i

ST4WDC welcomes suggestions for new
and exciting branded items







Piranha diamond patten 4x4 snow/wheel chains. Size D 128S. Fits a wide variety of 4x4 tyres 16 inch
thru to 18inch. These are brand new. Retail price is $500. Sell these $200 cash . Phone David Sutton
0427811484

ARB which extension strap. Never been used $50

Please call David Sutton 0427811484



An immaculate 2011 Toyota Landcruiser V8 GXL twin turbo diesel 8 seater wagon
Possibly the best non DPF cruiser for sale in Australia - NEVER off road
Exterior - interior - underside are as new
Matts, bonnet and headlight protectors fitted when new
Two fastidious local owners with all services in log book - 97100km
A Tekonsha brake control unit and a Direction Plus Fuel Filter only modifications
Set of 5 Toyo Open Road tyres recently fitted - originals were still ok
Silver metallic paint is complemented with soft grey interior
Since we sold our Coromal pop top caravan the cruiser just sits in a garage at home -
ready for inspection
Last years insurance inspection of vehicle - agreed value $85000
Asking price $75000 - ACT number plates TOYODA available by negotiation

Further details contact lan @ Scullin 0448 468 841




2009 Toyota Landcruiser Prado GXL Auto, 120 series

This reliable 4WD has had one owner since new (and she’s been an STAWDC member
since new). Regularly serviced at Monaro Off Road. I've bought another Prado so it's
time to say goodbye to this one.

Odometer 454,000 kms. Rego July 2026.

Extras: TIM bullbar, winch, snorkel, diff breathers, 40mm lift, rated recovery points,
BushSkinz bash plate, tow bar with Anderson plug and electric brake controller, rear
parking sensors, dual battery system , drawer unit with fridge slide (easy to swap out
for 3rd row seats), cargo barrier, UHF radio, Cel-fi mobile phone booster, and a head
unit with bluetooth and on-road and off-road GPS navigation.

Parts replaced in the last 3 years: radiator, timing belt, water pump, front struts, rear
coils and shocks, alternator.

Good condition inside and out. Side panels have bush scratches courtesy of the Vic
High Country.

More photos on carsales.com.au
$14,800

Contact David Evans-Smith on 0413 635 708 or david@evans-smith-dando.com.au
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MSA DS40 FRIDGE DROP-SLIDE - $350

It is fully functional and operates as intended. There is a
" minor wobble in its movement due to previous damage,
which has since been repaired through the replacement
of the two runners.

More details on this drop-slide can be found at the
following link:

https://msa4x4.com.au/shop/drop-slides/drop-slides-

" .~ drop-slides/ds-40-drop-slide/

| Contact Warren Mob: 0409 321 213



Recliner Camp Chair + table & mini cooler - $60

Features

* Anaconda's Patent cup and wine glass holder, built into the armrest
* Fully padded seat and back
* 8-position reclining function
* Neoprene padded head rest for greater comfort

* Flat fold design for compact storage

» Square frame for excellent stability
* Insulated drink/food holder

» Side Table
* 120kg weight capacity

Warren Mob: 0409 321 213



To place a FREE advertisement,
send detalls to

publications @st4wdc.com.au
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