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Canberra Deakin Football Club, Grose St, Deakin at 

7:30pm on the second Tuesday of each month. 

General meetings are where Club members and visitors can meet and get 

information on past and future Club activities in an informal atmosphere. 

Meetings regularly feature talks from experts on topics of interest, and reports on 

past trips. Visitors can introduce themselves, there is a raffle with generous prizes 

and a coffee break for catching up with other members. 

Ideas for guest speakers are welcome, please don®t hesitate to contact the 

Committee if you know of someone who could make an interesting and topical 

presentation. Many members gather before the meeting to enjoy a meal or a 

drink at the club. 
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An important element, some may say the lifeblood of the Club, is our 

trips and events calendar. Any member can run a trip or event once 

approved by the Committee, it®s a very rewarding experience. 

If you®ve been thinking of booking a trip or event, head to the How to Book for a 

Trip section of the website where you will Ĝnd step by step instructions. You 

can propose your trip or event using the Online Form and there is a wealth of 

material in the Information for Trip Leaders page and also from experienced trip 

leaders who are always keen to help you run your trip or event successfully. 
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Membership fees are paid through the 

Club®s website. For other 

account 

details are: 

Bank: 

Account Name:  ST4WDC 

When transferring payments 

the reason for the transfer, 

t¦.[L/!¢Lhb{ 

Website: 

Information regarding the Club, our 

available on our 

website at www.st4wdc.com.au. 

 

The ST4WDC page includes posts 

www.facebook.com/st4wdc/ 

Southern Trails 

Contribute to ST4WDC monthly newsletter. 

Trip reports, member 

advertisements are welcome, as 

are photographs and illustrations. Closing date 

for contributions is the Ĝrst Tuesday of the 

month. Send contributions to 

publications@st4wdc.com.au  
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Return to Content Page 

Sometimes I worry, but not always.  I would have thought that after 7 
years of me out front you would have worked out that sometimes I just 
say and do dumb stuff, sometimes just to try and get a laugh.  Like 
sending out an email about the new website and saying òHopefully you 
received this email because it means that the new website is working. If 
you didnõt, then thatõs a problem because it means either we donõt have a 
valid email for you, or the new website isnõt working (which would be a 
bummer). If you didnõt receive it, can you drop us a line 
at HowDidThatHappen@st4wdc.com.au so we know and can try and fix 
it?ó I then received a few messages from people pointing out that if 
they didnõt receive the email, how were they supposed to respond to 
it?  Oh dear. I was just trying to lighten their day, butê. Whooooosh! 

 

Anyway.  It was all because the Website switch-over has finally hap-
pened.  Itõs only taken us 3 years of hard work to get here.  Our busi-
ness processes in regard to Membership and Activity management are 
sufficiently different that the ôoff-the-shelfõ club management systems 
just donõt cut the mustard.  Or the cheese.  Or anything else that should 
be cut.  We wouldnõt have thought that we were that different, but it 
would appear so; most donõt allow the upgrade/downgrade family/full 
membership that we do, and booking on Activities usually involves pay-
ments and ticketing.  We also have an approval process that needed to 
be catered for.  Other 4WD clubs use work-arounds from what we can 
tell, but we made the decision many years ago to have a website that 
fits our model, not to make our model fit the software.  All sorts of pos-
sible arguments about which is the better or most cost-effective way to 
go, but never a correct answer. 

 

We tried developers, but couldnõt find anyone who could deliver what 
we need at a price we could afford.  So we did it ourselves. And itõs up, 
we made it.  Hopefully the supportability issues of the previous website 
are overcome (some of the plug-ins were no longer supported), the re-
fresh looks good, and the functionality is updated, streamlined and ac-
tually working.  A huge thanks to Matt Maddigan for all the develop-
ment effort, and the various Committee Members and Club Members 
who have helped with suggestions and testing.  If you find any gremlins 
(in 30+ years in the business I have never seen a ôbug freeõ piece of 
software) or something thatõs not right with your profile, send an email 

mailto:HowDidThatHappen@st4wdc.com.au
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to WebUpdate@st4wdc.com.au and weõll take a look. Part of it might 
have been my fault; I was responsible for the data migration.  But we 
have been asking for the last couple of months for everyone to log on 
and check their profiles and update their information.  If itõs not right it 
could be because the data was wrong to start with!?!?  Well, thatõs my 
excuse and Iõm sticking to it. 

 

In other big news, this is our 50
th

 Anniversary Year.  You may have 
heard, I may have announced it a few times, it may have appeared on 
FaceBook amongst other places, and you probably received some 
emails about it.  Planning is underway for a celebration on 7 November 
2026 at the Hellenic Club.  Tickets are on sale with early-bird dis-
counts.  Come along, catch up.  If you know of any previous members, 
make sure to let them know.  Weõll be trying to send out invites, but 
people move, addresses and emails change, or they may have gone a 
driving so we donõt know where they are. 

 

I have more to say about stuff (NPWS plans to have a ôglamour campõ in 
the Gardens of Stone/Newness Plateau National Park, changes to State 
Forest status of a range of areas, making them into National parks, 
plans to allow logging in the South East Forest near to the tallest re-
maining spotted gums, plus other things), but Iõm pretty sure my page 
is full, and MP is hounding me for my input.  So Iõll carry them over till 
next month (if I remember), and sign off with this last thought; ôThe first 
90% of the code accounts for the first 90% of the development time. The 
remaining 10% of the code accounts for the other 90% of the develop-
ment timeõ 

See you on the tracks, Andy 

mailto:WebUpdate@st4wdc.com.au
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ÉÑΠì?9ШΡΜƣőШ ŰŰŔƻĲƖƚċƖǃШ9ĲũĲĤƖċƣŔŸŰ 

sŸŔŰШƨƚШċƚШƣőĲШÉŸƨƣőĲƖŰШÑċĤũĲũċŰĬƚШΠì?Ш9ũƨĤШĦĲũĲĤƖċƣĲƚШΡΜШǃĲċƖƚШŸŉШċĬƻĲŰƣƨƖĲЯШůċƣĲƚőŔƓШċŰĬШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃЮ 

 ÉċƣƨƖĬċǃЯШΤШ ŸƻĲůĤĲƖШΞΜΞΣ 
 cĲũũĲŰŔĦШ9ũƨĤЯШìŸĬĲŰ 
 ?ŸŸƖƚШŸƓĲŰШΡаΝΡШƓů 

 ÑőƖĲĲ-ĦŸƨƖƚĲШĬŔŰŰĲƖ 
 7ĲƻĲƖċŊĲШƓċĦťċŊĲƚШċƻċŔũċĤũĲ 
 9ũƨĤШőŔƚƣŸƖǃШċŰĬШůĲůŸƖŔĲƚ 

EċƖũǃШ7ŔƖĬШÑŔĦťĲƣƚШыƨŰƣŔũШΟΜШsƨŰĲь 

ҘΤΜШтШ?ŔŰŰĲƖШŸŰũǃШ ыÂċǃ- ƚ-òŸƨ-]ŸШĬƖŔŰťƚь 
ҘΥΡШтШ?ŔŰŰĲƖШҼШ ŸŰ- ũĦŸőŸũŔĦШÂċĦťċŊĲ 
ҘΝΜΡШтШ?ŔŰŰĲƖШҼШΠ-cŸƨƖШ ũĦŸőŸũŔĦШ?ƖŔŰťƚШÂċĦťċŊĲШы7ĲĲƖоìŔŰĲь 

ÉƣċŰĬċƖĬШтШΝШsƨũǃШƣŸШΟΜШ§ĦƣŸĤĲƖШΞΜΞΣ 

ҘΥΜШтШ?ŔŰŰĲƖ ыÂċǃ- ƚ-òŸƨ-]ŸШĬƖŔŰťƚь 
ҘΦΡШтШ?ŔŰŰĲƖШҼШ ŸŰ- ũĦŸőŸũŔĦШ?ƖŔŰťƚШÂċĦťċŊĲ 
ҘΝΝΡШтШ?ŔŰŰĲƖШҼШΠ-cŸƨƖШ ũĦŸőŸũŔĦШ?ƖŔŰťƚШÂċĦťċŊĲШы7ĲĲƖоìŔŰĲь 

[ŸƖШŉƨũũШĲƻĲŰƣШĬĲƣċŔũƚЯШƣŔĦťĲƣШĤŸŸťŔŰŊƚШċŰĬШƣŸШŰŸůŔŰċƣĲШŉŸƖШƣőĲШĲƻĲŰƣЯШƓũĲċƚĲШƻŔƚŔƣШƣőĲШĦũƨĤШƽĲĤƚŔƣĲЮ 

őƣƣƓƚаооƚƣΠƽĬĦЮĦŸůЮċƨоċĦƣŔƻŔƣǃоΡΜƣő-ċŰŰŔƻĲƖƚċƖǃ-ŊŸũĬĲŰ-ĦĲũĲĤƖċƣŔŸŰо 

 7ŸŸťŔŰŊƚШѼШĲŰƕƨŔƖŔĲƚа 
~ċǍШтШƚŸĦŔċũѻƚƣΠƽĬĦЮĦŸůЮċƨ 

https://st4wdc.com.au/activity/50th-anniversary-golden-celebration/
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 Social Events 
ͽ ΐ  Murrumbateman Loop ² Food & Fun Day  

 Sunday 29 March 2026  

╤  Meet: 10:30 am   

‰  Jones Park Rest Area,Murrumbateman NSW 2582  
   
A laid-back day exploring the Murrumbateman area, focused on local flavours and a 
relaxed pace.  
The plan includes a chocolate factory visit, winery and cheese tasting, followed 
by lunch at Four Winds Vineyard (1:00 pm).  
Details will be confirmed, but for now ² lock in the date!  
 
 
 
 
 
  

͘ ͙  Batlow Apple Festival ² Club Social Day  

 Sunday 18 October 2026  

╤  Meet: 9:30 am  

‰  Meet Point: To be confirmed (Batlow NSW)  
A relaxed club day out heading to the Batlow Apple Festival, celebrating all things 

apple ͙   
The day will include a scenic drive, time to explore the festival stalls, local food and 
cider, live entertainment, and plenty of chances to catch up and enjoy the atmos-
phere together.  
Final meet-up details and timing will be confirmed closer to the date, but for now ³
 lock it in and start planning for apples, cider, and good company! 
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CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ 
The ST4WDC has 2 Facebook  

pages, one for the general public,   

and the other is a private group  

for current members only 

If you are not on these  

Facebook pages,  

consider joining 

 

 

 

ST4WDC Public Facebook Page 

https://www.facebook.com/ 

st4wdc/ 

  

Return to Content Page 

https://www.facebook.com/ 

groups/908435057160160 

https://www.facebook.com/st4wdc/
https://www.facebook.com/st4wdc/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/908435057160160
https://www.facebook.com/groups/908435057160160
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QUEANBEYAN 

OUTDOOR LIVING 
 4WD & CARAVAN EXPO 
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