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Canberra Deakin Football Club, Grose St, Deakin at 

7:30pm on the second Tuesday of each month. 

General meetings are where Club members and visitors can meet and get 

information on past and future Club activities in an informal atmosphere. 

Meetings regularly feature talks from experts on topics of interest, and reports on 

past trips. Visitors can introduce themselves, there is a raffle with generous prizes 

and a coffee break for catching up with other members. 

Ideas for guest speakers are welcome, please don’t hesitate to contact the 

Committee if you know of someone who could make an interesting and topical 

presentation. Many members gather before the meeting to enjoy a meal or a 

drink at the club. 

TRIPS AND EVENTS 
An important element, some may say the lifeblood of the Club, is our 

trips and events calendar. Any member can run a trip or event once 

approved by the Committee, it’s a very rewarding experience. 

If you’ve been thinking of booking a trip or event, head to the How to Book for a 

Trip section of the website where you will find step by step instructions. You 

can propose your trip or event using the Online Form and there is a wealth of 

material in the Information for Trip Leaders page and also from experienced trip 

leaders who are always keen to help you run your trip or event successfully. 

CLUB BANK ACCOUNT 

Membership fees are paid through the 

Club’s website. For other 

account 

details are: 

Bank: 

Account Name:  ST4WDC 

 Number:   140 

Account Number: 1213 0617 

When transferring payments 

the reason for the transfer, 

PUBLICATIONS 
Website: 

Information regarding the Club, our 

available on our 

website at www.st4wdc.com.au. 

 

The ST4WDC page includes posts 

www.facebook.com/st4wdc/ 

Southern Trails 

Contribute to ST4WDC monthly newsletter. 

Trip reports, member 

advertisements are welcome, as 

are photographs and illustrations. Closing date 

for contributions is the first Tuesday of the 

month. Send contributions to 

publications@st4wdc.com.au  
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FOUR WHEEL DRIVE AUSTRALIA 
CODE OF ETHICS 

ST4WDC agrees with the Four Wheel Drive Australia 

Code of Ethics as we promote responsible four wheel 

driving. We should all 

is difficult to change. 

• apply to 

public lands. 

• 

Respect our 

flora and fauna. Stop and look, but never disturb. 

• Keep to formed vehicle tracks. 

• other, rubbish out. 

• the 

environmental impact. 

•        

• Seek permission before driving on private land. Do not disturb livestock or 

watering points, leave gates as found. 

kit on trips. In remote areas travel with another vehicle 

and contact by 

radio or satellite. 

• Enjoy your 

recreation and respect the rights of others. 

• activity. 

•        

 

This Code supports the National 
Recreational Four Wheel Drive Vehicle 
Policy. Produced by Four Wheel Drive 
Australia in the interest of promoting 
responsible vehicle use. For advice and 
assistance in meeting the requirements of 
this Code of Conduct contact the 
Secretary 

 

https://4wda.com.au/
https://4wda.com.au/
mailto:secretary@4wda.com.au
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President's  
Report 

BY ANDY SQUIRE 
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Membership 
Matters 
BY LYNNE DONALDSON 

G’day everyone, I hope that you are starting to 

pack your winter woollies away and starting to 

enjoy Spring! 

Rob and I have been away for a night recently 

and enjoyed the warmer weather, not quite 

swimming weather yet but looking forward to 

the next few months.  

It might be a good time to get your thinking cap 

on and plan some trips and get to know some 

other Club members that might become life-
long friends.   

In recognition of your dedication to the Club, 

we now have stickers that celebrate the num-

ber of years you have been in the club. These 

years are 2, 5,10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, 40 and life 

membership stickers. Come and see me at a 

Club meeting to get yours.  

When your membership renewal is due, please 

hop onto the website and renew through the 

renewal form. You can also update your profile 

this way too.  
 

If you have family members and have children 

that have reached 21 years of age, they now 

need to upgrade to a full member or else be 

removed from your profile. If this is the case, 

to the following new members who  

joined in August: 

Andy Kemp – Toyota Hilux 

Matthew Diamond – Land Rover Defender  

Michael Manley – Holden Colorado 

John Wilson – GWM Tank 300 

Neal Sulway – Land Rover Discovery 2 

could you please contact me to discuss.  

If you need a new club sticker, come and see me at a  

meeting.   

Return to Content Page 

Membership benefits 

Please remember that several businesses in Canberra advertise with us 

and will give you sound advice as a ST4WDC member when you  

purchase your 4wd and camping gear. Make sure you mention you are a 

member at participating stores! Check out a full list of Advertises on our 

web site and within the newsletter. 

Many thanks to the club members that have assisted at the visitor’s table. 

Having other members on the table welcoming and informing visitors 

about what we do in the club is extremely helpful to me and is much ap-

preciated by all visitors.  

If you see a new face at a meeting or someone looking a little lost, say 

G’day   

It takes only a few minutes to possibly make someone feel welcome and con-

nected.  

If you have any Membership queries or want to have a chat,  do not  
hesitate to contact me membership@st4dc.com.au or 0412 251 528.  
 
Till next month,  

Lynne 

numbers as of 31/08/2024  

mailto:membership@st4dc.com.au
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Looking Back 
May 2002 

Next Page 
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Go Figure Answers 
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Abercrombie River  
National Park 2024 

 Trip Leader:  Michael Patrick  

 

 The Abercrombie River National Park is a protected national park that is 

located in the Central Tablelands region of New South Wales, in eastern 

Australia. The 19,000-hectare national park is situated approximately 120 

kilometres west of Sydney and 40 kilometres south of Oberon. 

Next Page 

Once again, thanks to M & M for a great trip. Apart from the rain there was just enough of everything 
to keep it interesting. A few recoveries, water crossings, mud baths, things to see, and a few beers 
around the camp fire at night, until the rain scared everybody off.  
Rod 

With overcast skies and some wet weather forecast, the two convoys met at Eagle Hawk. Convoy A 
(a great bunch of folk) under the professional leadership of Michael Patrick set off towards Goul-
burn.  The skies decided to threaten, however as we made Taralga, Michael checked with his weath-
er prediction cows ( yes, some Sharman stuff about cows laying down is rain, standing up is fine) and 
most if not all were standing up, therefore we would have sunny days.  A quick morning tea stop and 
a prostate relief manoeuvre (you older blokes know the pain) and toward the Glen we headed.  Light 
rain continued to fall, and creeks had a flow. I learnt that Discoveries really could disco as one slid on 
the muddy track into the Glen like a speedway car can slide.  The Glen is a fabulous place, beautiful 
campsites on the creek makes for a peaceful time.  
 
 We did the historical western loop on the Saturday (not to be mixed up with the hysterical tour the 
following day). A night of rain did prevent too much socialising and I found myself in the swag at 8.30 
listening to the rain, the creek and some chainsaw snoring from nearby camps.  As Michael said, it 
might have rained, but there was no dust either. 
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The next day proved a little more interesting with some steep 
and badly rutted tracks, some front wheel lifting by some of the 
convoy, an un beaded tyre and a little more of slippery action as 
the rain overnight, coupled with some unimaginable, made the tracks 
wet, slippery in parts and rutted. 
 
Can I say what a joy it was to be lead by Michael Patrick. He ran the tour 
with a 9am to 4pm attitude which was fantastic. He held appreciated briefings, 
so we knew what to expect, was a fantastic tour guild or fiction teller, I am not 
quite sure which, was quick out his vehicle to assist with a tricky section where 
picking your line was pretty important, and only had 1 turnaround! To be fair, the 
green sign saying retreat track was green and so were the trees.  
 
Again, my Prado made the going easy and does a much better job than I can ever 
do at the steering wheel.  
 
Thanks to the other people in the convoy for a nice, friendly and fun weekend. 
 
Steve 

The Abercrombie weekend got off 

to a drizzly start as Convoy B left Eaglehawk, but 

nothing too drastic. Maria & I had previously visit-

ed Abercrombie Caves on the western side of 

the park & had had torrential rain there. Must be 

something to do with the topography. Morning 

tea was at Bummaroo Campground on the Aber-

crombie River with a nice chat with a Ranger 

who'd done a double-take as we rolled in just af-

ter Convoy A had left.  

We moved on & eventually turned off onto the 

dirt, or rather mud & then the fun started. Pro-

gress was slow & the steeper clay sections were 

quite slippery, giving a Campervan-tower or two 

a few problems. Our Convoy Leader Matt had to 

do a couple of rescues & the deteriorating condi-

tions slowed us a bit more but we eventually 

made "The Glen" to find Convoy A already gone 

on their loop.  

While we had a quick lunch "the Army" arrived 

with a collection of ex-Army Unimog’s (with cam-

ouflaged A-Vans mounted on the trays), a 

Pinzgauer 6-wheel-drive, a vintage Landrover & 

an extremely rare Austin Champ 4WD, which 

promptly stalled in the last river crossing.  

Our scenic loop-drive proved to be very chal-

lenging with intermittent rain, steep, rutted sec-

tions, lots of slippery clay, some loose rocky 

climbs, drops & numerous creek crossings. Eve-

ryone got through though some sections re-
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quired a few attempts. We had Chris in his mighty Jimny 

behind us & having owned 4 Suzuki’s myself in the past, 

I expected him to keep up to our old diff-locked Prado, 

but he did better than that & kept close behind us with-

out trying too hard. Only later I found out that his Jimny 

also sported a rear diff-lock. Due to our later start we 

came past Bald Hill just as dark fell (& quite thick mist) so 

passed on that track & continued on, eventually making 

camp well after dark at 6:30pm. Along the way we'd 

dodged some supersonic Wallabies, a couple of errant 

suicidal Hereford Cows, some Goats & even a wild Pig.  

After dinner the rain continued on & off with constant 

heavy showers, so the camp-fire socialising was truncated 

& bed called early. After a very rainy night listening to the river 

rushing close at hand, a hot breakfast & several coffees were very 

welcome. The extended driving of the previous day had aggravated Maria's back 

problems, so we elected to relax in camp with a few others, build up the fires, chat & explore the old 

buildings with Clint & his little boy, Bill. We did a leisurely packup & when Michael led a first convoy 

out just as the second made it's way back to camp, we went with it.  

After airing-up nearer Abercrombie Rd, it was "proceed independently" time & the only navigating 

drama of the weekend occurred, when the "turn right, then turn right again" verbal instructions man-

aged to miss mentioning a right turn in between, which we & one of the Camper-towing Patrols took. 

That road then degenerated into a fire-trail back into the NP near Bald Hill again. Fortunately, there 

was enough room for the Patrol to turn it's Camper around & we both back-tracked to where we'd 

turned off, just in time for others of our convoy to see us & avoid the same diversion. 

Many thanks to Michael for his organising & Matt as our Convoy Leader. It was a trip well-worth doing, 

even in the weather we had. The only (constructive) criticism that I'd offer is that maybe meeting & 

starting at Goulburn rather than Eaglehawk might be more practical, as listening to radio chatter a few 

vehicles seemed to be running a bit short on fuel by Sunday & it was a good 100km back to Goulburn 

once you hit the bitumen at Abercrombie Rd. While that wasn't a problem for us, it seemed like a fac-

tor for some others.  

Steve & Maria   

 

Well it absolutely bucketed down rain all weekend, I considered pulling the pin but decided to put on 

my big boy pants and suck it up. Mud, rain, breakdowns, recoveries, cold rations, warm beer, freezing 

night, and no toilet paper, what more could you ask for. You probably might have guessed that I’m 

making this up as I go along    Actually we had a great time trundling around Abercrombie NP with 

only the odd light shower and telling stories around the campfire over a few scotches. Then Felix 

brought out the pistachios which topped the evening off nicely. A lovely warm bed and back out doing 

it again on the Sunday.. Great group, fun tracks, new places, and only a couple of hours from home. 

Thanks again MP for organising the trip. 

PS you are redeemed!  

Matt Warmington  

Next Page Previous Page 
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The trip to the Glen was great, thanks very 

much for leading it. After hearing about this 

spot for several years it was good to finally get 

there and experience it in person. The trip to 

get there was pleasant with morning tea stop at 

Bummaroo Ford camp ground on the Aber-

crombie River - a very nice looking spot. 

After dropping the campers off at The Glen and 

having lunch we headed off for a great after-

noon drive then returning to The Glen to settle 

in and get the fire started. The fire was not co-

operating to start with but with the help of a 

blow torch and a small leaf blower we got it 

started and turned it into the place to be even 

with light drizzle. Later on each parted ways 

when the drizzle turned to rain. 

For me the first 20 min of the day two drive was 

great but a rattle got louder fairly quickly. After 

adjusting my high lift jack I realised that it was in 

fact, a rattle caused by the body of my rear 

shock knocking on the chassis as it had depart-

ed company from the mounting bolt. :-( As the 

type of shock I have can be re-built, re-

calibrated and re-gassed it has a gas valve at 

the top of the shock, under the central (screw-

in) shock retaining bolt. This is definitely not the 

first time this retaining bolt has come undone. 

After bidding farewell & safe travels to the troops, I pulled onto a level spot off the track to rectify 

the issue. After spending 20 minutes removing the shock & drilling through the shock body into 

the retaining bolt, inserting a pin to stop the retraining bolt from unscrewing again I finished my 

McGivering and proceeded to re-install the shock into the vehicle.  

Half way through re-installation I though.... I'll have to take this out again when I get home to fix it 

properly, then I remember I actually have a spare rear shock behind the back seat of the vehicle 

(because I haven't had time to empty the vehicle of spare parts and fluids after my Simpson De-

sert Trip). Hey Presto, spare part on hand, installed it, then back to the Glen for lunch and relax-

ation. 

Like many other vehicles, the Prado has almost no room to access the top retaining nut on the 

rear shocks. Many a nut has become a loose part of the vehicle (on top of the chassis rail where 

it can't be retrieved). To avoid this, I wrapped some good sticky tape around the nut and back to 

itself to form a handle. This allows the nut to be held in the right location without it slipping to 

oblivion and the shock can be spun to screw into the nut. This is all done while holding the Rub-

ber mount and steel washer in place as well :-). Hope this tip is helpful for someone else. 

Brad Wells 

 

Next Page Previous Page 
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The Abercrombie trip was one, I was particularly looking 

forward to and it did not disappoint. We left an overcast Eagle 

Hawk, and the weather started to get rainier the closer we got to 

Abercrombie National Park. We had to go through fairly deep river 

crossings to reach the campsite at the Glen. On day one, our group did 

the easier western loop which was a good warm up for the tracks on day 

two. The tracks in Abercrombie seem to get very slippery in the rain which 

created some interesting sections.  

The real challenges were the tracks on day two at around the Silent Creek 

area where it helped to have crawler gears and front and rear lockers to tackle 

the steep uphill sections. 

All in all, it was a great event and big thanks to Michael organizing the trip for 

leading our group. 

Joachim 

‘I have wanted to do the Abercrombie trip and my third Grade 3 drive for ages 

but life commitments and other travel plans have consistently conspired against 

me. On the 17th and 18th August, the planets aligned and nothing was going to get 

in the way. With Michael P as our convoy leader, what could possibly go wrong? Well nothing much 

really. Me, my friend Miche, my trusty Ranger and Intrepid slide-on set off with our convoy comrades 

to the Abercrombie River National Park and the exclusive, fabulous, no-public-allowed, ‘The Glen’ 

campground where we ditched the trailers, admired the sparkling new loos, grabbed a bite to eat, 

and eyed off our preferred campsite. Then it was back across the river avoiding the sneaky black 

log, through the back sludge on onto the western loop with its pretty campsites, history, old home-

steads, and gold mining relics.  The on again, off again drizzle made for some slipping’ and a sliding’ 

but nothing to cause too much stress. On returning to ‘The Glen’ we were joined by a clutch of Uni-

mog’s on their annual pilgrimage to the Abercrombie River National Park. The fast-moving river and 

more rain lulled us to sleep early so it was bright eyes and bushy tails that greeted Day 2 and the ‘it-

will-be-so-much-fun’ eastern loop.  And it delivered. The sand at “The Beach” had me reversing and 

hitting the diff lock. Further on some steep gnarly, diff-locking sections demanded a deft touch and 

careful line picking. More gorgeous campsites to check out, a pig tearing across the road, wallabies, 

kangas, birds and stunning views made for a very memorable drive. Huge thanks to Michael for his 

patience, support and steady manner, and my fellow drivers for a fabulous weekend that had it all – 

history, beautiful views, river crossings, challenging sections, lovely campground and of course, the 

company of my lovely convoy colleagues. So when’s the next Grade 4?’ 

Thanks Michael – you are a great trip leader and I enjoyed our trip immensely. 

Belinda 

 

Great weekend thanks Michael Patrick and Matt... had a fat time. Notable observations included the 

trickiness involved in towing a camper up and down sloshy tracks, in properly estimating fuel con-

sumption and in the mob takeover of Rob Wilsons awning space when it rained.  Convoy B trip lead-

er Matt hauled folk out of bogs and slides on no less than three occasions and provided me with his 

spare 20L to get me back to Goulburn. 

Felix 

Next Page Previous Page 
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We were glad to finally get a look at Abercrombie af-

ter a couple of aborted attempts. The rain largely 

stayed away although there were some showers. At 

the Glen, it was great to see the 'military' group espe-

cially the modified Unimog’s. The rain did increase 

the mud which made pulling the camper trailer inter-

esting but certainly not insurmountable. I'd like to 

thank Michael for organising the trip and running a 

great convoy. Thanks also to my fellow drivers for 

their good humour.  

David S 

 

The drive out 

was a fun one. 

Matt, the convoy B 

leader kept things interesting by pro-

moting his yet to be formed band and conducting a few 

tryouts for would-be members over the UHF. Before 

long we were stopping for morning tea. Like clockwork, 

Convoy A filed out as we rolled in to stretch our legs by 

the river. 

I was accompanied on the trip by Bill, my 5 year old who 

got the exploration bug when we hunted for snow in the 

Brindabellas during the most recent school holidays. He 

asked to do more bumpy driving trips. This was the win-

dow of opportunity I had been waiting for. As soon as I 

came back into coverage I searched the club website 

and booked the Abercrombie trip. I remembered it being 

promoted as a good chance to hone skills covered in 

basic training. It certainly did this and more, for sure. 

One key difference was that I did basic training in dry 

conditions, something Abercrombie was not on this par-

ticular visit. 

The drive into The Glen was quite challenging in parts 

for me. I was reflecting on my decision to bring the 

camper trailer when I got stuck on a long clay covered 

incline. As Rod kindly helped deflate my tyres, Matt reas-

sured me that all would be fine, reminded me what I 

needed to do, and the benefits of travelling in a convoy. 

Then he gave me a tow to the top. We repeated this pro-

cess once more before we reached the camp. Bill 

stayed calm throughout the unsticky process but was keen to know why others weren’t getting 

stuck. A fair question I thought, and one we chatted about as we made our way to camp. 

There was plenty to explore both on the tracks and at camp. The tracks were abundant. Many of-

fered great views and a variety of terrain. The itinerary meant we were able to stay in camp on Sun-

Next Page Previous Page 
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day and explore the river and some of the farm relics. After a 

long Saturday in the saddle this allowed my copilot to have some 

time to stretch his legs, for us to chat with others in the group in the 

dry, and check out the rocks in the riverbed - no gold unfortunately. It 

also gave us plenty of time to do a slow pack up. 

The trip lived up to expectations and certainly gave me exposure to new con-

ditions. Given how infrequently I get a chance to drive tracks, I have made 

notes and plan to reference them before future trips. I have a personal goal of 

doing the Vic High Country trip one day. I feel the Abercrombie experience will 

help me get closer to achieving this goal. Bill and I both had a great time. Thank 

you all for a great trip. Special thanks to Michael the trip leader and to Matt, for 

leading convoy B. 

Clinton 

 

Mike and I had a great weekend and enjoyed some nighttime driving slipping around in 

the mud. We found it interesting how a cave was dug underneath the hill and that the river would 

be diverted into the cave  so  it could prospected for gold. There were photos at the campground 

from the 1970s of how the miners had lived back then which were interesting. 

Thanks Luke 

It started with a pleasant drive down the highway and back roads until we hit the Abercrombie NP. 

From then the roads were a little muddy that necessitated a couple of recoveries and letting a cou-

ple of pounds out of the tyres sorted that issue.  

We eventually got to The Glen after some interesting ruts, boggy bits and a couple of water cross-

ings. The afternoon saw us do a track with some magnificent views but had us getting back after 

dark. The tracks look totally different at night.  

The evening started with a drink and a batter around the fire, but tummy grumbles beckoned and it 

was time to cook up some grub. Around this time it started raining and when I looked out after din-

ner the party around the fire had evaporated so it was early to bed.  

The next morning started at a gentlemanly hour so had time to chat with a couple of the guys with 

the old army vehicles that were also camping there. We then started another loop. We saw the 

place were a miner dug through rock to divert the river so he could mine the bend of the river. An 

old hut proved an interesting stop. It is amazing how people do with what they got.  

Next Page Previous Page 
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The last stop was at the beach were the opportunity to 

do a bit of sand driving and bogging the cruiser to give 

the winch a run.  

Retuning to The Glen to pack up see if the road was still 

passable after the Unimogs had gone through. There 

were a couple of hairy moments when gravity and mud 

overrode the brakes and tyres ability to slow me down 

so we just had to hang on.  

Back on tar we stopped in Goulburn for a coffee and to 

thank Matt for leading our group in such a calm and pa-

tient manner. It was another great weekend and extend 

my appreciation to Michael for his planning of the weekend.  

      Jerry 

 

With closures forever increasing for 4WDriving, Abercrombie offers a great area for us. There are 

numerous tracks, of a great variety of challenges, many camping area options and it is not too far 

away from Canberra. I will be going again, with and without club trips. 

Warren 

 

 

Return to Content Page 
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SOCIAL CLUB 
ACTIVITIES 

Return to Content Page 

Hi All  
 
The socialites held a night of Ten pin bowling in August. It 
was a great opportunity to meet new people and fun was 
had by all, thanks to Tracey for organising this. 
 
Plans are underway for the Christmas party 6-8 December, 
with festivities happening on the Saturday night, including 
dinner and games. 
 
Nominations will go up on the website once I get back to 
Canberra and near my computer. There will be three  
options for attendance and the opportunity to explore  
Kowen Forest if you wish.  
 
Nominations are still open for the Paint and Pino 12  
October at the Thomas Boyd Trackhead campground, this 
sounds like it will be a great weekend. 
 
Until next month 
Sarah 
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OUTDOOR  
RECIPES 

This is an ongoing segment on outdoor / barbeque / 12V oven cooking . 
 

Your Help is Needed (don’t leave all recipes to a few people!)  

If you have a good (or even just OK) recipe, send the recipe and  

photos to publications@st4wdc.com.au  

Return to Content Page 

mailto:publications@st4wdc.com.au
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HAVE YOU 
HEARD 

Return to Content Page 

If you present a trip report at a Club meeting,  

at the next Club meeting you will get your meal paid  

for by the ST4WDC. See Roland, the Club Secretary, 

for details. 

Hema have released a new update to the HEMA Premium 

Maps, The new update is HEMA Premium Version 5  

Quarter 2. 

Any questions contact Michael at Trips@st4wdc.com 

The Committee has approved the 2024-25 Budget.  

The Budget is available from the website for  

logged in members: Committee and Policy  

Documents > Club Budget 

 

mailto:Trips@st4wdc.com
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Education Coordinator’s 
Tips and Tricks 

Cabin Drill 

Bron Squire, the ST4WDC Education Coordinator,  

has provided information on cabin drill. 

Cabin Drill 

• Windscreen and mirrors clean and set  

appropriately 

• Head rest and seat position correct 

• Seatbelts on  

• UHF Radio on right channel 

• Internal loads secured 

• Windows fully up or down 

• Headlights on 

• 4WD brain engaged 



 

 

  

Return to Content Page 

Tracks Adventure Gear are Canberra’s  

locally owned & operated,  
specialist adventure gear store. 

 

Tracks Adventure Gear sell and fit all the gear to 

get you ready for your next adventure.  
Their friendly team will help you find the right  

auto accessories & products from a range of 

premium brands such as Drifta Stockton, ARB, 

Thule, Rhino Rack, Hayman Reese plus many 
more.  

Drop in on Simmo, Glen, and the staff at:  

   72 Dundas Court, Phillip, ACT  

   P: (02) 6162 1929 

   E: sales@tracksadventuregear.com.au  

American Builds. Mitchell 4x4 Mechanic.  
 

Providing all your Chevrolet, Dodge, Ford, 
Jeep and RAM aftermarket needs.  

A specialty is Jeep V8 engine conversions.   
Home of the Jeep hemi engine conversions  

in Australia.  
 

Also, look after the “Australian staples” such 
as land cruisers, rangers, etc 

 
americanbuilds.com.au 

 
Unit 4/61 Dacre St 

61 Dacre St, Mitchell ACT 2911 
0430 612 966 

 

Gold Sponsors 

They also do:  

Logbook Servicing, General Maintenance & Mechanical Repair, Suspension, Steering & Brakes,  

Transmission Repair, Tyres & Wheels, Dyno Tuning & Performance Upgrades, Exhaust Systems, Engine Conversions,  

4x4 Builds and Build Management, Diesel Performance and Repair, Camping and Touring Products. 

https://americanbuilds.com.au/
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Member Spotlight 

on 

Return to Content Page 

Oombulgurri Track 

Canning Stock Route 

Anne Beadell Hwy 

The Bridle Track 

Border Track 

Kidman Way 

and everywhere else 

in between. 
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Club Meetings  
7-30pm, 2nd Tuesday of each month 

Canberra Deakin Football Club, Grose St, Deakin, ACT 

September Meeting - usual room 

Please consider having your meal in the meeting room 

and sharing your table with other members who you 

may not as well. It is then a great opportunity to get to 

know more club members. 

 

October Meeting - Annual General Meeting 

Please consider contributing to the Club by being  

a Committee member - contact Roland at  

secretary@st4wdc.com.au for a nomination form. 

November meeting 

Mathew Linnane, from Hema, will be attending the meeting and  

talking about 

1) The new HX-2+ Navigator & Accessories  

2) The HEMA Alpha Program 

3) Map Patrol 

Return to Content Page 

mailto:secretary@st4wdc.com.au
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ST4WDC Trip of The Month (TOTM) 
by Michael Patrick 

trips@st4wdc.com.au 

 

Welcome to the TOTM. Each month in the newsletter I will list an easy trip for club members who 

want to lead a day trip. If you are interested in leading this trip, please contact the Trips and Events 

Coordinator for the trip details. This month’s trip is:- 

Abercrombie Caves 

This is a nice easy grade 2 day drive to Abercrombie Caves Jasper. Have a picnic or stay the night at Aber-

crombie camp grounds. Abercrombie Caves, off the Bathurst-Goulburn Road, Trunkey Creek, are  

spectacular limestone caves located in a nature reserve. The Abercrombie Caves are one of the most  

spectacular limestone cave systems in Australia. They consist of a large arch claimed to be the largest  

natural limestone tunnel in the Southern Hemisphere and a number of smaller passages leading from it. 

The camping area is enhanced with well-established trees. Hot showers and a laundry are provided. A kiosk 

offers a variety of snacks and drinks.  

Note this a grade 2 trip but weather conditions and track conditions can change this grading.  

Return to Content Page 

mailto:trips@st4wdc.com.au
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Trips and Events   
Please check www.st4wdc.com.au and consult with the Trip Leader to 

confirm details before attending.  

Contact trips@st4wdc.com.au  for more information. 

Hay River—July 2006 

 Title Type Grade Trip Leader From To 

Talooge Muster Talooge Muster NR Brad Wells 7-Sep-24 8-Sep-24 

Off the beaten tracks in mid-South Australia Trip Grade 3 Alex Szabo 9-Sep-24 20-Sep-24 

Vehicle and Recovery Equipment Evaluation Event NR Bronwyn Squire 10-Sep-24 10-Sep-24 

“Safe One” Basic Driver Training Course Training NR Bronwyn Squire 20-Sep-24 22-Sep-24 

Brindabella Ramble Trip Grade 3 Troy Larke 29-Sep-24 29-Sep-24 

Watagans Trip Grade 4 Robert Stevenson 4-Oct-24 7-Oct-24 

MLR4WDC Loftyfest 2024 - Peterborough SA Trip Grade 3 Alex Szabo 5-Oct-24 7-Oct-24 

Vehicle and Recovery Equipment Evaluation Event NR Bronwyn Squire 8-Oct-24 8-Oct-24 

Paint and Pino Trip Grade 2 Nicole Hermansen 12-Oct-24 13-Oct-24 

Basic Winching and Recovery Course Training Grade 3 Bronwyn Squire 18-Oct-24 20-Oct-24 

Intermediate Winching and Recovery Course Training Grade 3 Bronwyn Squire 18-Oct-24 20-Oct-24 

Talooge Muster Talooge Muster NR Michael Patrick 18-Oct-24 20-Oct-24 

“Safe One” Basic Driver Training Course Training NR Bronwyn Squire 30-Oct-24 1-Nov-24 

“Safe One” Basic Driver Training Course Training NR Bronwyn Squire 1-Nov-24 3-Nov-24 

McKillops Bridge and Delegate River Tunnel Trip Grade 2 Bruce Ronning 9-Nov-24 10-Nov-24 

Brindabella Ramble Trip Grade 3 Troy Larke 10-Nov-24 10-Nov-24 

Vehicle and Recovery Equipment Evaluation Event NR Bronwyn Squire 12-Nov-24 12-Nov-24 

Vic High Country Ramble 2024 Trip Grade 4 Michael Patrick 16-Nov-24 23-Nov-24 

Limestone Creek Camping Trip Grade 4 Bruce Ronning 7-Dec-24 8-Dec-24 

Vehicle and Recovery Equipment Evaluation Event NR Bronwyn Squire 10-Dec-24 10-Dec-24 

Murder Mystery in The Wonnangatta Valley Trip Grade 4 Michael Patrick 16-Mar-25 23-Mar-25 

Exploring Outback NSW Trip Grade 3 Debbie Davidson 29-Mar-25 12-Apr-25 

Return to Content Page 

http://www.st4wdc.com.au
mailto:trips@st4wdc.com.au
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Trips and Events 

Become a Trip Leader 

The backbone of any Four-Wheel Drive Club is the 

Trip Leaders (TL’s) because if you have no Trip 

Leaders you have no trips and with no trips you 

have no Four-Wheel Drive Club.  Some Facts: 

• The Trip Leader workshop, Trip Leader manual 

and the Trip Leader checklist, are available tools 

to assist members who want to become Trip 

Leaders.   

• Members think that they must do the 

workshop to become TL’s, this is not 

correct. Any member can propose and lead a 

trip (however, the trip is subject to Committee 

approval).  

• The Manual may appear lengthy and 

complicated, but it’s not – it’s just a tool. 

The workshop, manual, and checklist are tools to 

assist TL’s better manage a trip. The workshop is 

run by experienced TL’s and covers the following: 

• Role of the Trip Leader 

• Expectations of trip participants 

• Planning a trip 

• Trip Proposal 

• Running a trip 

• Managing member expectations 

• Incident management 

• Trip reporting 

We also have mentors available who can advise and 

assist new TL’s in planning and running the trip.  If 

any members are interested in running a trip please 

contact : 

Michael Patrick  

Trips & Events Coordinator  

Ph: 0412 377 941 

E: trips@st4wdc.com.au 

Come talk to me 

Return to Content Page 
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Our Club Sponsors 

 

The folks at Monaro Off Road Centre have been long time supporters and members of our club, 

and look after the vehicles of many of our members.  Michael and Rod can look after you with all 

vehicle servicing, repairs, pre-purchase inspections, trip preparation, new car warranty servicing, 

and a free courtesy car on request.  They can supply and fit accessories from all the well known 

brands from leading manufacturers. 

 

Return to Content Page 
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Return to Content Page 

64 Kembla St, 

Fyshwick ACT 2609 

02 6103 0500 

info@action4x4.net.au 



 

 

Southern Trails September 2024 | Page 29 
Return to Content Page 

The Traditional Furniture Restorer  

 Contact Garry at 0409 443 254 

 

Around Town Plumbing Service 

 Office Number:  0418 631 669 

 

 

Please support our Bronze and Trade Sponsors 

who  

support the ST4WDC 

Many of our fantastic sponsors offer Club member discounts. Please ask at time of purchase. 

 

Sales & Service 

Australian Campers & Accessories 
 

 

(02) 4624 9911 

info@camperact.com.au 

 

Watts Communications is a family owned & operated business established in 

Canberra for over 25 years.  They are your one stop shop for all of your two-way radio, UHF CB radio, 

GPS navigation & GPS vehicle tracking needs.  They have an extensive showroom and a fully equipped 

workshop to undertake installations into all types of vehicles.   
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https://4wdnow.com/pages/volunteer-sign-up-with-national-parks  

Return to Content Page 
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to place a FREE advertisement,  

send details to  

publications@st4wdc.com.au  

Pole Adapter for Starlink Satellite Dish  

Fits existing poles 30-50mm in diameter 

Inc. 6 x grub screws 

Made from aluminium  

$50 

Rob at 0428 223379 or publications@st4wdc.com.au  

Maxtrax Mounting Pins 

Set of 4 

$40 - contact Rob 0428 223379   

Next Page 

mailto:publications@st4wdc.com.au
mailto:publications@st4wdc.com.au
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For Sale 
 

STIHL MS 271 PETROL CHAINSAW (18” BAR), CARRY CASE  
AND SPARE CHAIN 

2.6 kW (3.5 hp) STIHL 2-MIX engine with 18” bar 

 

$700 

 

contact  
Rob Davidson 

0428 223379 

 

Next Page 

Chainsaw:  https://www.stihl.com.au/en/p/chainsaws-ms-271-1824 

Carrycase:  https://mowersupastore.com.au/product/chainsaws/chainsaw-accessories/stihl-chainsaw-

carry-case/ 

https://www.stihl.com.au/en/p/chainsaws-ms-271-1824
https://mowersupastore.com.au/product/chainsaws/chainsaw-accessories/stihl-chainsaw-carry-case/
https://mowersupastore.com.au/product/chainsaws/chainsaw-accessories/stihl-chainsaw-carry-case/
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By putting the swag on the integrated stretcher frame and combining it with a 40mm high density foam mattress 

you'll get the best nights sleep you've ever had in the bush. 

Because the mattress doesn't need to be as thick, the Homestead swag packs up smaller than a traditional swag 

which needs a much thicker mattress as you need to lie on the ground. 

Our patented design allows you to detach the frame from the swag meaning you have two smaller bags to carry 

rather than one large one. The separate swag and frame both also come with FREE heavy duty carry bags. 

With our unique pole system you don't need to put pegs into the ground, all of your pole and rope points go into 

the stretcher frame for quick and easy set up. 

The new fly system keeps your Homestead swag cooler in summer and dryer in winter making our swag much 

more comfortable than any other swag. 

The single homestead swag is 225 x 100 cms meaning you have heaps of room to stretch out and its also suitable 

for really tall people. 

The Homestead single swag is accessible on both sides. 

As with all our swags there is massive airflow through our extra large midgee proof flyscreens. 

The Homestead single swag is accessible from both sides. 

The Homestead swag also sets up without the stretcher frame if required. 

This swag is made from high quality materials including 13oz canvas. 

For Sale 

 

$250 

 

contact  
Michael Patrick 

0412 377 941 

 

Next Page 
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For Sale 
 

DUNE 2 X 2 M CAR AWNING 

Mounts to a roof rack (brackets not included) 

$50 

contact  
Rob Davidson 

0428 223379 

 

Previous Page 

Return to Content Page 
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