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General Meetings are held at the  

Canberra Deakin Football Club, Grose St, Deakin 

at 7:30pm on the second Tuesday of each month.  

General meetings are where Club members and visitors can meet and 
get information on past and future Club activities in an informal 
atmosphere.  Meetings regularly feature talks from experts on topics 
of interest, and reports on past trips.  Visitors can introduce 
themselves, there is a raffle with generous prizes and a coffee break 
for catching up with other members.  

Ideas for guest speakers are welcome, please don’t hesitate to contact 
the Committee if you know of someone who could make an 
interesting and topical presentation.   

Many members gather before the meeting to enjoy a meal or a drink at 
the club.  

Publications 

Website: Information regarding the Club, our activities, sponsors,  and 
membership is available on our website at www.st4wdc.com.au.   

Facebook: the ST4WDC page includes posts regarding Club activities 
and sponsors and can be found at  www.facebook.com/st4wdc/.   

Southern Trails: is the ST4WDC monthly newsletter.  Trip reports, 
member profiles, relevant articles, and classified advertisements are 
welcome, as are photographs and illustrations.  Closing date for 
contributions is the first Tuesday of the month.  Send contributions to 
publications@st4wdc.com.au. 

Club Bank Account 

Membership fees are paid through the Club’s website.  For other financial 
transactions, the Club’s bank account details are:  

Bank:    Bank Australia 

Account Name: ST4WDC 

BSB Number:  313 140 

Account Number: 1213 0617 

Trips and Events 

An important element, some may say the lifeblood, of the Club is our 
trips and events calendar.  Any member can run a trip or event once  
approved by the Committee, it’s a very rewarding experience. 

If you’ve been thinking of booking a trip or event, head to the How to 
Book for a Trip section of the website where you will find step by step 
instructions.  You can propose your trip or event using the Online 
Form and there is a wealth of material in the Information for Trip 
Leaders page and also from experienced trip leaders who are always  
keen to help you run your trip or event successfully.   

When transferring payments 
please include your name and 
the reason for the transfer, e.g. 
“J Smith clothing”, “J Smith 
renew 2021”, etc.  

http://www.st4wdc.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/st4wdc/
mailto:publications@st4wdc.com.au
https://st4wdc.com.au/how-to-book-for-a-trip/
https://st4wdc.com.au/how-to-book-for-a-trip/
https://st4wdc.com.au/member-information/propose-a-trip/
https://st4wdc.com.au/member-information/propose-a-trip/
https://st4wdc.com.au/information-for-trip-leaders/
https://st4wdc.com.au/information-for-trip-leaders/


Code of Ethics 

Four Wheel Drive Australia Code Of Ethics 

ST4WDC is affiliated with Four Wheel Drive Australia and we promote responsible four 
wheel driving.  We should all observe and support this Code of Ethics.  Remember, image 
is difficult to change. 

 

• Obey the laws and regulations for Recreational Vehicles that apply to public lands. 

• Respect the cultural, heritage and environmental values of public/private land, by 
obeying restrictions that may apply. 

• Respect our flora and fauna. Stop and look, but never disturb. 

• Keep to formed vehicle tracks. 

• Keep the environment clean. Carry your own, and any other, rubbish out. 

• Keep your vehicle mechanically sound and clean to reduce the environmental impact. 

• Adopt minimal impact camping and driving practices. 

• Seek permission before driving on private land. Do not disturb livestock or watering 
points, leave gates as found. 

• Take adequate water, food, fuel, basic spares and a first aid kit on trips. In remote areas 
travel with another vehicle and have Royal Flying Doctor Service, or equivalent 
emergency contact by radio or satellite. 

• Plan ahead and lodge trip details with a responsible person. 

• Enjoy your recreation and respect the rights of others. 

• Support four-wheel drive touring as a legitimate family activity. 

• Consider joining an affiliated four-wheel drive Club. 

 

This Code supports the National Recreational Four Wheel Drive Vehicle Policy. 

Produced by Four Wheel Drive Australia in the interest of promoting responsible vehicle 
use. 

 

For advice and assistance in meeting the requirements of this Code of Conduct contact 
the Secretary 

 

©Four Wheel Drive Australia, August 2010 

https://4wda.com.au/about-us/
mailto:secretary@4wda.com.au
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February already.  Hope you all had a great break and happy new year.  Have you managed 
to stick to your New Year resolutions?  I have.  Possibly helps that I didn’t actually make 
any; so much easier to stick to them that way.  Let’s hope that 2022 is a bit better than 2021 
for travelling and socialising and we get the chance to get out and do what we love.  Time 
for this Covid to bugger off. There are already new trips going up on the website so check 
them out.  With a bit of luck maybe the disruptions will be minimal (although the rain is 
doing its best at the moment; how are those floods in central Australia?).    

Basic Driver training has been scheduled with a few extra courses to try and get back on 
track and those that were part of the cancelled/postponed courses from last year trained 
ready for trips.  Thanks to the DTU for putting in an extra effort early this year to get that 
sorted.  

While the Club is not running the 4WD Spectacular any more, a private venture is running 
an Outdoor Adventure show in April 2022 (12th and 13th) and we are in discussions to have 
a presence; demonstrations and a club tent. Hopefully it will be a good show and as 
successful as the Spectacular has been.  We might be looking for a few volunteers to assist, 
so please keep that in mind.  Put it in your calendar to go and have a look.  

Thanks to all our sponsors who have renewed and to Tracks Adventure for coming on 
board.  Pride and Tracks are both looking to host some club nights/events so keep an eye 
out for those.  More information to come once we have more details and dates.  And don’t 
forget to have a chat to our sponsors if you need any gear.  They support us, so let’s support 
them.  

If you have any old snatch or winch extension straps we are looking to collect them for the 
‘Straps on High’ initiative.  The Association is collecting them to donate to various zoos for 
the primate enclosures.  If we can collect them we will either offer them to the National 
Zoo, Mogo Zoo, or pass them on to the Association as part of their program.  Seems like a 
great idea for those left over un‑serviceable straps.  If you have any, bring them along to the 
club meeting for collection.  

BIG ONE.  The AGM is happening on the 8th of March.  All Committee positions will be 
declared vacant.  Nominations are now being accepted and the nomination form is available 
on the website.  The financial reports are being finalised and will hopefully be available in 
the near future too.  If you think the existing committee has been doing a good job, 
nominate them again.  If you think someone else could do better, nominate them.  If you 
would like to be part of the running of the Club then put yourself forward.  And I promise, I 
will try and make the President’s report at the next AGM a bit more interesting…..  

What else.  Nothing really.  Except I will blow my own trumpet at what a gun fixer I 
am.  My Thumper compressor decided to stop working.  Was getting power to the main 
switch and the relays were clicking in, just nothing else.  So…. I took it apart, pulled the 
tops off the pistons, dismantled the pressure cut-off switch, tapped the circuit board on the 
casing a few times, said to myself “no idea” and just put it all back together.  And it works 
like new.  Brilliant.  Wonder how long for.  

And on that, I will say catch-ya till next month.  And my (borrowed) quote for the 
month?  Going a bit deep on this one; “As you waste your breath complaining about life, 
someone out there is breathing their last.  Appreciate what you have.”  

Andy..  

President’s Report  

Andy Squire 
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 Letter from the Editor 

Welcome back and as Ritchie Benaud would say, Australia’s choo for choo thousand and 

chwenty choo!!  

Hope you all had a great innings over the Chrissy break, and are looking forward to the 

new year with tentative optimism like me.  I’m noticing talk around of various trips to far 

flung places re-emerging so watch this space.  

The January Club meeting was a bit light on attendance, probably because you lot were still 

away enjoying yourselves.  Andy gave a great presentation on the December Muster, and 

the raffle was deferred to the February meeting so make sure you come to catch up with 

friends and swap Chrissy break stories. 

If you haven't yet been to our Club property, a trip has been organised from the 11th to 16th 

Feb.  Make sure you nominate via the website if you would like to go.  You might even like 

to try out the new track that was cut in during the December Muster, or make a phone call 

from the comfort of our new lounge chair at the top of Reception Hill.    

The trip calendar is filling up quickly.  Shakey has been busy organising some of his one 

day adventures, and the Driver Training Unit is going to be extra busy this year with two 

midweek basic courses added to the usual calendar.  There's also Sand and Water course 

and Basic and Intermediate Winching and Recovery courses to take advantage of if you’re 

so inclined.        

A big shout out to Ray and the team at BCF Fyshwick for their ongoing support with the 

monthly raffle prizes.    

Also, a welcome to new members: 

• Daniel & Rebecca Jackson – Isuzu Mux  

• Luke Dowhy – Nissan Navara 

• Mark & Emma McDonnell – Ford Everest 

• Brendan Jones – Mitsubishi Pajero 

• Larry & Rina Petterson- Nissan Navara 

• Doug & Fiona – Mitsubishi Triton 

And returning member: 

• Warren Shardlow  

If you missed it the 2021 Club Raffle was drawn at the December Club Meeting.  Results 

can be found at: https://www.raffletix.com.au/?ref=vp4kc 

Happy trails.. Matt.. 

https://www.raffletix.com.au/?ref=vp4kc
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4WD NSW & ACT News 

(Extracted from the 4WD NSW & ACT 2022 Newsletter 4/2/2022) 

Plans of Management 

There is a new plan of management proposal for The Goolawah National Park, Goolawah 

Regional Park and Limeburners Creek National Park, this is a park that was originally 

created to preserve the recreational use of the area, this new proposed plan will effectively 

remove a lot of the things for which it was originally designed.  I suggest you read the 

proposed plan and submit a response to it, it can be found here  https://

www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/parks-reserves-and-protected-areas/park-

management/community-engagement/limeburners-creek-national-park-goolawah-national

-park-goolawah-regional-park-plan-of-management 

This plan doesn’t only affect four wheel drivers but also the local community by 

restricting their access to it, in the past, locals have been able to walk into the area with 

their dogs and run them along the beach. The new proposed route is just ridiculous and 

looks like it has been designed to discourage dogs from entering.  As parks become 

neighbours to suburban communities the way they look at dogs will have to change, it is 

universally recognised that dog ownership and walking them is extremely beneficial to 

mental health, they need to be better neighbours. 

The plan also removes access to the beach for four-wheel drives, saying that there is 

plenty of other beaches, this just goes to show the ignorance of whoever wrote this 

plan.  Recreational use of four-wheel drives is one of the fastest growing sectors in the 

tourist industry and current destinations are already feeling the impact of increased usage, 

why would any sane person try to reduce the space available for this use? This will also 

have a big impact on local business as people will stop using the area for holidays and 

visits.  If you where a conspiracist you would believe that this is the plan.  

 

(Below is an invitation from Barry Hayden from NPWS for public comment on the plan.)  

Invitation to provide comment 

From: NPWS Park Planning Mailbox <npws.parkplanning@environment.nsw.gov.au> 

Sent: Monday, December 13, 2021 9:55 AM 

Subject: Public exhibition of Goolawah National Park, Goolawah Regional Park and 

Limeburners Creek National Park Draft Plan of Management 

 

The National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) is currently exhibiting a draft plan of 

management for Goolawah National Park, Goolawah Regional Park and Limeburners 

Creek National Park.   

https://4wdnow.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=91a891d02707360b824dc23f7&id=fe5b39fee8&e=7c6758f2be
https://4wdnow.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=91a891d02707360b824dc23f7&id=fe5b39fee8&e=7c6758f2be
https://4wdnow.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=91a891d02707360b824dc23f7&id=fe5b39fee8&e=7c6758f2be
https://4wdnow.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=91a891d02707360b824dc23f7&id=fe5b39fee8&e=7c6758f2be
mailto:npws.parkplanning@environment.nsw.gov.au
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4WD NSW & ACT News 

The parks are in the Mid North Coast region of New South Wales. Key issues addressed in 

this plan include: 

• protecting natural and cultural values while also providing sustainable recreation 

opportunities 

• recognising and protecting the important Aboriginal cultural values of the parks 

• maintaining and protecting the parks’ ecological integrity, biodiversity and regional 

connectivity. 

The draft plan can be viewed at www.environment.nsw.gov.au/get-involved/have-your-

say or  by appointment on (02) 6588 5555 at NPWS Hastings-Macleay Area offices, 247 

Old Station Road, Verges Creek NSW 2440 or 22 Blackbutt Road, Port Macquarie NSW 

2444. The draft plan is accompanied by the Goolawah National Park, Goolawah Regional 

Park and Limeburners Creek National Park Draft Planning Considerations report. It is 

recommended that readers of the plan refer to the planning considerations report for 

detailed explanations of the park’s values and management considerations. 

You are invited to provide feedback on the draft plan by sending a written submission via: 

• the online survey at  www.environment.nsw.gov.au/get-involved/have-your-say 

• email to npws.parkplanning@environment.nsw.gov.au 

• post to Manager, NPWS Planning and Assessment, Locked Bag 5022, Parramatta 

2124. 

Written submissions must be received by 11 March 2022. Your submission will be 

provided to relevant NPWS advisory bodies. See www.environment.nsw.gov.au/help/

privacy.htm for information on how we will treat any personal information you provide. 

If you have any questions about the parks or the draft plan, please contact me at 

npws.parkplanning@environment.nsw.gov.au. 

 

Barry Hayden 

A/Manager Planning and Assessment 

NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service 

 

 

 

 

https://4wdnow.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=91a891d02707360b824dc23f7&id=d3e9dc318f&e=7c6758f2be
https://4wdnow.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=91a891d02707360b824dc23f7&id=d3e9dc318f&e=7c6758f2be
https://4wdnow.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=91a891d02707360b824dc23f7&id=36ae513628&e=7c6758f2be
mailto:npws.parkplanning@environment.nsw.gov.au
https://4wdnow.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=91a891d02707360b824dc23f7&id=cebf79208f&e=7c6758f2be
https://4wdnow.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=91a891d02707360b824dc23f7&id=cebf79208f&e=7c6758f2be
mailto:npws.parkplanning@environment.nsw.gov.au


Southern Trails February 2022 5 

4WD NSW & ACT News 

Country Pub Camping 

Australia is a land unlike any other. Camp at an Aussie pub, learn from the locals 

and enjoy their hospitality. 

Plan your trip now to explore new and incredible destinations. Whether staying on pub 

grounds or nearby, enjoy a drink and a meal while relaxing after your drive 

Your visit may be helping a community to survive.  

Join Country Pub Camping today for access to all pub camps, reviews and information. 

You will have access to an interactive map showing location and detail of hundreds of 

pubs. 

Membership is Free 

Country Pub Camping  or the sister site  Country Pub Camping | Facebook 

 

Club 4x4 Insurance 

The 4WD NSW & ACT agreement with Club 4x4 has been finalised. 

We are waiting for the link from Club 4x4. I don't have a date yet. 

 

Once complete: to gain access to quoting at discounted rates please log 

into the website www.4wdnow.com "members only" section. 

You will need your club access information. I don't have the password for 

your club, your club created it so you must get the info from them. If you don't have it 

please contact your club committee. 

The secure portal will be in the "members only" section. Arriving at the Club 4x4 website 

via this link is how we will confirm that you are a member of an affiliated club and 

eligible for discounts under this agreement. 

This section is being finalised now, it will be complete shortly. Once complete we will 

promote this agreement with giveaways and promotions.  

https://4wdnow.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=91a891d02707360b824dc23f7&id=b76a5205ed&e=7c6758f2be
https://4wdnow.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=91a891d02707360b824dc23f7&id=fe93cfb028&e=7c6758f2be
https://4wdnow.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=91a891d02707360b824dc23f7&id=ed035f05fb&e=7c6758f2be
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Trip Report - Australia Day 

Trip leaders – Rob and Lynne Donaldson 

Participants 

A total of 15 vehicles decided 

to spend the day out in the 

bush and have a relax by the 

river.  It was great catching up 

with everyone after it seems 

such a long time since we had 

been out on a trip.  

The tracks are in great condi-

tion, and it was an easy drive 

down to Lowell's Flat.  Low-

ell's Flat is a great spot to visit 

for the day or stay a night or 

two.  The river was flowing 

well, and a few members de-

cided to jump in and enjoy the 

afternoon relaxing in the water.  

There were various meals had 

for lunch ranging from sand-

wiches to cooked BBQ of 

snags and the good old lamb 

chops.  If you have the time, 

Lowell's Flat is an ideal spot to 

visit.  

Thanks to everyone that went on the trip for a fantastically easy and relaxing day.   

• Daniel and Taylah Donaldson 

• Bron and Andy Squire  

• Peter Ogilvie 

• Ethan Taylor  

• Rob and Sue Phillips 

• Glen and Jane Watts  

• John and Kristine Pearsal  

• Stu, Fran and Thomas Watts  

• Alex Szabo and Liane Greene 

• Andy and Michelle Donnelly  

• Matt Warmington and Daz Miller 

• Janet and Jemma Flint 

• Brendan, Diesel and Zane 

• Chris and Julie Nicholls  
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Trip Report - Australia Day 

Lynne 

What a great way to spend 

Australia Day, with friends at a 

great location with swimming 

in the river and lounging 

around swapping stories.   

I must admit I had made no 

plans for Australia Day and re-

alised this far too late.  A quick 

call to Andy Donnelly remind-

ed me of the Club trip to Low-

ell's Flat, so I immediately 

nominated to join him and a 

bunch of other Club members. 

Shakey needed a ride so I was 

only too happy to oblige.  Its 

nice to have company on the 

trip down and back.  

Great effort Lynne and Rob on 

organising this great trip.   

Matt Warmington 

The Lovells Flat trip was a 

great opportunity to break the 

Covid lack of trips in the last 

two years. We met old friends 

and had the chance to catch up 

and make new friends. Tracks 

were dry and dusty and the 15 

trucks held together in a tight 

group most of the time. No 

route changes were needed and 

no U-Turns were necessary.  

We arrived at the destination 

after a fun filled drive with 
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Trip Report - Australia Day 

some steep climbs and 

deep descents most 

previous trip attendees 

will remember. As I 

drove the chicken 

tracks around the 

(several) deep rutted 

but dried out tracks a 

couple looked tempt-

ing in the hot dry cli-

mate. Temptation 

avoided (sadly) and we 

made easy great pro-

gress. No morning tea 

break was needed and 

as the trucks parked up 

the site was trans-

formed into an awning 

covered temporary 

camp site with mem-

bers dragging their 

chairs to catch up with 

friends and make new 

ones.  

I had a wonderful time 

and since it’s been al-

most a year since my 

last club trip I’m now 

motivated more than 

ever to start arranging 

to lead trips for mem-

bers to enjoy. Roll on 

next trips. Thanks eve-

ryone for making it a 

worthwhile day trip.  

Ethan 
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Our Club Sponsors 

 

What can we say about ARB that you 

don’t already know?  

ARB make and offer some of the most 

rugged and well designed accessories 

available for your four wheel drive and 

have become the benchmark for strength 

and reliability. We recommend that you 

talk to them about equipping your vehicle 

for all your adventures.   

The team at ARB Fyshwick will look after 

all your 4WDing needs! 

Find them at  188-190 Gladstone Street, 

Fyshwick, ACT  

(02) 6280 7475 or www.arb.com.au 

Many of our fantastic sponsors offer Club member discounts.  

Please ask at time of purchase. 

http://www.arb.com.au
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Our Club Sponsors 

 

Tracks are Canberra’s locally owned & 

operated, specialist adventure gear store. 

They sell and fit all the gear to get you 

ready for your next adventure. Their 

friendly team will help you find the right 

auto accessories & products from a range of 

premium brands such as Drifta Stockton, 

ARB, Thule, Rhino Rack, Hayman Reese 

plus many more.  

Drop in on Simmo, Glen, and the staff at:  

72 Dundas Court, Phillip, ACT  

P: (02) 6162 1929 

E: sales@tracksadventuregear.com.au  

 

Battery World South Canberra sell a huge 

range of batteries and specialise in auto 

electrical service, dual battery systems, solar 

installations, plus camper trailer, and van 

setups.   

They will come to you and test fit a new 

battery to get you on your way ASAP.  Their 

off-site assistance is available 24 hours a day, 

7 days a week and their team have all the 

equipment they need to check or fit a battery 

of complete a jump start.   

Drop in on Mark and the staff at:  

95 Grenville Court, Phillip ACT  

(02) 6282 9884 

Many of our fantastic sponsors offer Club member discounts.  

Please ask at time of purchase. 
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Our Club Sponsors 

 

 

Welcome to Canberra’s specialist 4x4 & Auto accessories store. Whether it's towbars, 

roof racks, or bull bars, we can assist you with all your 4WD and car accessory needs. 

Visit one of our Canberra stores and talk to our staff who have a wealth of knowledge on 

all aspects of four wheel drive accessories to suit your driving or towing purpose.  

11 Kembla Street, 

Fyshwick  

6280 6222 

68 Oatley Court 

Belconnen 

6162 3808 

72 Dundas Court 

Phillip 

6162 1929 

9 Kemble Court 

Mitchell 

6241 5898 

 

The folks at Monaro Off Road Centre have been long time supporters and members of 

our club, and look after the vehicles of many of our members.  Michael and Rod can 

look after you with all vehicle servicing, repairs, pre-purchase inspections, trip prepara-

tion, new car warranty servicing, and a free courtesy car on request.  They can supply 

and fit accessories from all the well known brands from leading manufacturers. 

Many of our fantastic sponsors offer Club member discounts.  

Please ask at time of purchase. 
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Our Club Sponsors 

 

 

Tyres & More is a national network of family-friendly tyre stores, offering you and your 

family safety on the road through Quality, Service & Value.   Safety and performance on 

the road encompasses everything from good tyres to mechanical repairs and services. Our 

aim is to offer Australians the most complete car care possible, from tyre needs to safety 

examinations and accessories such as child restraints.  

Find them at: 79 Newcastle St, Fyshwick. (02) 6280 5906 

Many of our fantastic sponsors offer Club member discounts.  

Please ask at time of purchase. 
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Our Club Sponsors 

Many of our fantastic sponsors offer Club member discounts.  

Please ask at time of purchase. 

 

Sales & Service 

Australian Campers & Accessories 

 

 

(02) 4624 9911 

 

Watts Communications is a family owned & operated business established in Canberra 

for over 25 years.  They are your one stop shop for all of your two-way radio, UHF CB radio, GPS navigation & 

GPS vehicle tracking needs.  They have an extensive showroom and a fully equipped workshop to undertake instal-

lations into all types of vehicles.   

 

Please contact Dominic Darmody, Group Fleet Manager at Canberra Toyota Fyshwick for any sales 

enquiries on 02 6221 1916 or email dominic.darmody@janrule.com.au 

ST4WD Club Members receive trade price on spare parts and accessories.* 

For spare parts and accessory enquiries, please contact Canberra Toyota Fyshwick parts on 02 6221 

3503 or email parts.fyshwick@janrule.com.au 

 

I’M HERE TO HELP 
ST4WD CLUB MEMBERS EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS 

Lic No. 20000105 Janrule Pty Ltd 

OH WHAT A FEELING 

mailto:dominic.darmody@janrule.com.au
mailto:parts.fyshwick@janrule.com.au


Southern Trails February 2022 14 

Trips and Events 

Michael Patrick 

Note that COVID-19 and other circumstances may affect this list.  Please check 

www.st4wdc.com.au and consult with the Trip Leader to confirm details before attending.  

Start End Activity Type Grade Leader 

11/02/22 16/02/22 Recreational days at Talooge Trip 
Not 
Required 

Rob 
Donaldson 

16/02/22 18/02/22 
Safe One Basic Driver Training 
Course 

Training 
Not 
Required 

Bronwyn 
Squire 

18/02/22 20/02/22 
Safe One Basic Driver Training 
Course 

Training 
Not 
Required 

Bronwyn 
Squire 

25/02/22 27/02/22 
Caves to Caves Northbound 
(Beginner Trip) 

Trip Grade 2 
Michael 
Jackson-Rand 

27/02/22 27/02/22 Brindabella Ramble Trip Grade 3 Ethan Taylor 

1/03/22 1/03/22 Power karts expression of interest Trip 
Not 
Required 

Darren Miller 

11/03/22 14/03/22 Narooma Fishing/Camping Weekend Trip Grade 2 Lisa Tatem 

12/03/22 20/03/22 Canberra Balloon Spectacular Trip 
Not 
Required 

Michael 
Patrick 

12/03/22 12/03/22 Exploring Cotter tracks Trip Grade 3 Darren Miller 

19/03/22 26/03/22 Huts of the Victorian High Country Trip Grade 4 
Michael 
Patrick 

19/03/22 26/03/22 Country High Victorian the of Huts! Trip Grade 4 
Matt 
Warmington 

25/03/22 27/03/22 Stockton Beach 2022 Trip Grade 3 
Matthew 
Maddigan 

2/04/22 2/04/22 Can you Survive!! Trip Grade 3 Glen Watts 

6/04/22 6/04/22 
Basic Driver Training 4WD Vehicle 
Evaluation 

Training 
Not 
Required 

Bronwyn 
Squire 

8/04/22 8/04/22 The golden axxe rnd 4 
Social 
Event 

Not 
Required 

Darren Miller 

9/04/22 10/04/22 Off Road Camper Trailer Workshop Training Grade 3 Glen  Watts 

9/04/22 9/04/22 Trip Leader Workshop Trip 
Not 
Required 

Michael 
Patrick 

30/04/22 30/04/22 Brindabella's night drive Trip Grade 3 Darren Miller 

4/05/22 6/05/22 
Safe One Basic Driver Training 
Course 

Training 
Not 
Required 

Bronwyn 
Squire 

6/05/22 8/05/22 
Safe One Basic Driver Training 
Course 

Training 
Not 
Required 

Bronwyn 
Squire 

6/05/22 8/05/22 Basic Winching and Recovery Course Training Grade 3 
Bronwyn 
Squire 

http://www.st4wdc.com.au
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Michael Patrick 

Start End Activity Type Grade Leader 

07/05/22 07/05/22 Cotter Night Drive Trip Grade 3 Darren Miller 

14/05/22 15/05/22 
OziExplorer & Hema GPS 
Navigation Workshop 

Trip Grade 3 
Michael 
Patrick 

15/05/22 15/05/22 Brindabella Ramble Trip Grade 3 Victoria Jewett 

1/06/22 30/07/22 
Old Andado Caretaking  (Covid 
restrictions dependent) 

Trip Grade 1 David Sutton 

1/06/22 31/08/22 Brindabella Snow Seeking 2022 Trip Grade 4 
Matthew 
Maddigan 

7/07/22 29/07/22 Cape York Sampler Trip Grade 3 
Daniel Jackson
-Rand 

30/07/22 31/07/22 Snow Camping Gungarlin River Trip Grade 4 
Matthew 
Maddigan 

6/08/22 7/08/22 Basic First Aid Training HLTAID003 Training 
Not 
Required 

Michael 
Patrick 

13/08/22 14/08/22 
Remote First Aid Training 
HLRAID005 

Training 
Not 
Required 

Michael 
Patrick 

17/08/22 17/08/22 
Basic Driver Training 4WD Vehicle 
Evaluation 

Training 
Not 
Required 

Bronwyn 
Squire 

27/08/22 27/08/22 
Intermediate Winching and 
Recovery Course 

Training Grade 3 
Bronwyn 
Squire 

7/09/22 11/09/22 
Safe One Basic Driver Training 
Course 

Training 
Not 
Required 

Bronwyn 
Squire 

7/09/22 11/09/22 
Safe One Basic Driver Training 
Course 

Training 
Not 
Required 

Bronwyn 
Squire 

14/09/22 14/09/22 
Information Night Sand Driving 
and River Crossing Course 

Training Grade 3 
Bronwyn 
Squire 

18/09/22 18/09/22 Brindabella Ramble Trip Grade 3 
Robert 
Stevenson 

24/09/22 25/09/22 Abercrombie River National Park Trip Grade 3 
Michael 
Patrick 

5/10/22 5/10/22 
Basic Driver Training 4WD Vehicle 
Evaluation 

Training 
Not 
Required 

Bronwyn 
Squire 

5/10/22 5/10/22 
Basic Driver Training 4WD Vehicle 
Evaluation 

Training 
Not 
Required 

Bronwyn 
Squire 

8/10/22 9/10/22 
Sand Driving and River Crossing 
Course 

Training Grade 3 
Bronwyn 
Squire 

26/10/22 30/10/22 
Safe One Basic Driver Training 
Course 

Training 
Not 
Required 

Bronwyn 
Squire 

6/11/22 6/11/22 Brindabella Ramble Trip Grade 3 Ethan Taylor 

26/11/22 3/12/22 Vic High Country Ramble 2022 Trip Grade 4 
Michael 
Patrick 
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Trip Leaders 

Michael Patrick 

Broni Squire 

Matt Warmington 

Participants 

Brad Wells   Andy Squire 

Bruce & Carol McKenzie  David Lundquist 

Melanie & David Saunderson  Eric Karo 

Geoff & Mal Casson   Georgina & Ciril Karo 

Glynis Whitfield   Mark Wakelam 

Matthew Maddigan  Max Cornwall 

Michael Drew   Peter & Elysha Dunlop 

Phillip & Sue Walker   Rob Wilson 

Roland Pittar   Ross Hincksman 

Shea Jost   Steven Walsh 

Stuart, Sarah & Sofie Wallace 

 

Well, we finally made it for the annual Vic High Country Ramble. What with bush fires 

flooding rain and Covid. When I posted this trip, I normally have this rider. The mountain 

environment can change at any time so be prepared for hot and possibly cold extreme 

conditions with potential for rain, snow, high winds and bush fires. Possible early trip 

closures due to potentially dangerous conditions can occur. Now I can add this to the 

rider.  the media in force and Victoria Police and Forensics searching for bodies. The 

Victoria Police had sealed off the Grant Historical area and turned it into a crime scene to 

search for the two missing campers who disappeared from the Wonnangatta Valley two 

years ago. 

Originally, we started off with fifty vehicles nominated for this trip but due to Covid, 

lockdowns, vehicle break downs and accidents during the year, we ended up with twenty-

three. 

There was a lot of water and downed trees in the High Country and this caused track 
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readjustments on the fly every day. 

We did encounter some vehicle dramas (broken shock absorber, damaged rear end, torque 

convertor welding failure, vehicle 4WD warning light on and a more serious one with rear 

diff and rear axle failure which required a professional recovery using a Uni Mog). 

I would like to thank everybody for attending and to Matt Warmington for helping lead 

individual trips each day and especially to Bronwyn Squire who took over planning and 

coordinating while I assisted Peter in his vehicle recovery. 

I would also like to thank Marissa at the Dargo River Inn for allocating all the camp sites 

and facilities to us. 

The following are the comments from the Club members who participated. 

Michael Patrick 

 

We were excited to be on our first Vic High Country trip but unfortunately just near 

Orbost my truck suddenly decided it liked neutral and would go no further. Four hours 

(and three wonderful RACV guys) later we were safely dropped off in Bairnsdale and 

awaiting the verdict :(  

Monday arrives and (in Ciril’s words) we are told my truck has had a catastrophic failure 

of things that make it go….and that transmission stuff needed to be replaced.  

Sigh… 

While we waited for that to happen, we made our way up to Dargo and tagged along with 

Bron and Andy and with Eric for two days.  

It was a real treat to be able to watch Bron and Andy drive. The 79 is a beast, took all in its 

stride with seemingly little effort and I was left wondering if my Ranger would look as 



Southern Trails February 2022 18 

Trip Report - VHC Ramble 2021 

graceful traversing some of the bloody great ruts/holes we managed to find, though I’m 

told gradient-wise, my two days of travelling tracks as passenger were nothing compared 

to tracks that had already been driven. 

Ciril travelled mostly with Eric and least to say was highly impressed with the Patrol’s 

capabilities. He was even allowed to drive for a bit so he could practice his hill-stops. 

Then it was back to Bairnsdale for us to pick up the repaired truck. 

Sad to say that the highlight of my Ranger’s trip was getting a good wash by the Ford folk 

at Bairnsdale.  

Thanks to Michael for all the months of organising and also to Bron, Andy and Eric 

for putting up with our backseat driving expertise ;)  

We look forward to coming back to Dargo and driving some of those tracks another time. 

Georgina  

 

Thank you to everyone for a great trip.  I have wanted to go on the Dargo trip for a few 

years now and due to Mother Nature the trips have been cancelled.  I had an enjoyable 

time and met a lot of nice and interesting people.  The driving was good and 

challenging.  The scenery was magnificent, and I got to see some places I had heard of, 

but had never been to.  For me the highlight in respect to views was Billy Goat Bluff and 

the Pinnacle Fire Tower. 

Steve Walsh 

 

Well, we made it! After a 2021 that threw everything at us – would COVID and border 

closures stop us? Would weather forecasts and flooding the week before the trip stop us?  

And then would an active Vic Police operation searching for allegedly murdered campers 

stop us?  We navigated all that for a fantastic trip through the Victorian High Country with 
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a great bunch of people. 

The trip down to Dargo as part of 

the convoy on the Saturday was wet 

a large part of the way, every river 

we crossed on the highway was in 

some state of flood.  Everyone had 

their fingers crossed, would the 

forecast of improving weather 

eventuate?  It did, and we had great 

weather for the week.  We 

conquered iconic tracks, such as 

Billy Goat Bluff and Blue Rag 

Range. All the creeks were flowing, 

and I lost count of how many creek 

crossings we did over the week – 

some deeper and sloshing over the 

bull bar. 

Michael P moderated our sense of 

achievement at the top of Billy 

Goat by saying he’d never seen it in 

such good condition.  It was further 

moderated when we met up with a 

completely stock Great Wall with 

road tyres, 600 km on the clock and 

an inexperienced driver later in the 

day, who said he’d come up Billy 

Goat.  We’d earlier run into him at 

the bottom of Billy Goat as we 

were airing down. Michael had 

talked him out of attempting it 

without any gear, and the driver had 

appeared to take on-board 

Michael’s advice.  I’d like to think 

the driver had found an easier route 

up, which   would help to 

rationalise the money we’ve all 
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spent on the various mods to our 

vehicles! 

There were other challenges too.  

Could you finish a chicken schnitty 

and chips at the Dargo Pub?  Could 

a schnitty really be that big?  Did 

chickens really grow that large??  

All important questions to ponder 

before the next trip to the Victorian 

High Country – because you can’t 

go there just once, right? 

A particular thanks to Michael P for 

organising and leading the whole 

trip. Also a big thanks to Bron S 

and Matt W for leading daily trips 

over the week.  It wouldn’t have 

happened without you and been 

such an enjoyable 4WDing 

experience.  And thanks to all the 

others who were on the trip – the 

sense of camaraderie, teamwork 

and fun was fantastic – it really is 

what makes this club so special. 

Roland Pittar  

 

Another very good trip organized 

by the Club.  The weather mostly 

held off and we had 5 days of 

wonderful driving to keep us all 

entertained.  Although the 

Wonnangatta Valley was out of 

bounds due to the police search, we 

still managed to find some tracks to 

drive.  Billy Goats Bluff provided 

some challenge for those of us 



Southern Trails February 2022 21 

Trip Report - VHC Ramble 2021 

newer to the High Country and there were some nice little creek crossings around the 

Black Range Track as well.  Lucky for those of us on that trip as the rivers and creeks 

were up because of all the rains recently and quite a few were impassable. 

Blue Rag was definitely a challenge for me with my fear of heights, but the view at the top 

was worth it. (I don’t have to do that track again, though. Ever) 

Glynis Whitfield 

 

Another great week of 4WD in the Victorian high country.  I was last there in 2018 when 

it was hot and dry.  This time it was following a lot of rain!  Some tracks were closed 

because of high rivers which made finding work arounds the order of the day and resulted 

in a few long days.  And Victoria Police had closed some tracks as they looked for 

bodies.  I’m glad they found them but wished that they had waited a week. 

Many thanks to Bron and Andy for their great leadership of the convoy I was in and 

finding interesting work arounds to the various track closures.  Also thank you for your 

friendly guidance on water crossings.  Once I slowed it down a bit, everything became 

easier and more fun! 

I’m now looking forward to next year! 

Max Cornwall 

 

This was a long-awaited trip for me. We had booked to go on this one last year, and well 

we all know how that went. It was also a trip of a few firsts; first for me in the VHC and 

first trip away with my 3-year-old son, Spencer. We opted to drive down in convoy on 

Saturday, meeting everyone on the side of the road near the old service station on the way 

to Bredbo. With everyone on time, we made our way to the campsite arriving in the late 

afternoon. Given the heavy rain during the week, everyone set about to find the driest spot 
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to perch for the week. The next morning, we found our 

convoy. Spencer and I were with Bron and Andy's 

convoy and were on the 'just explore' route due to the 

planned trips being impacted by the rain (flooded 

rivers) or the active police investigation in the historic 

area. The day didn't start off well for Spencer and I, 

having chased a pre-schooler around the campsite I 

missed the briefing and needed to stop to deflate my 

tires halfway up the first hill. After that, it all got a bit 

easier with Spencer enjoying the 'bumpy roads'. It was 

a day of turnarounds, with the convoy opting several 

times to take the smart choice and not risk the strong 

creek currents. It was a longer day with 11-odd hours 

on the track. Surprisingly, Spencer was a champ with 

no major tantrums!   

The next day we headed to Billy Goat's Bluff - a track I 

have wanted to drive for a while. It was steep and the 

rain had clearly washed some of the track. Nonetheless, 

it was great fun, with amazing views and completed 

with no major car damage or issue. Later that day, we 

headed through a series of muddy puddles and smaller 

creek crossings with one car needing a recovery. This 

gave Spencer an opportunity to throw rocks into the 

creek and I managed to convince him to have a 'bath' in 

the freezing water. Thanks to Michael for organising 

this great club trip and thanks to all the trip leaders and 

navigators in the convoys. I highly recommend this to 

all club members.  

Mick 

 

This was our first trip to the Victorian High Country, 

and we were excited to join the ramble. The Dargo 

River Inn was a great place to camp and the cabin that 

was opened for our use of facilities was well received. 

The high country did not disappoint in its beauty or 
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ruggedness. We joined Michael on the first day and tackled Billy Goat Bluff trail. Then 

onto the Pinnacles where the views were spectacular.  We had a few bumps and scrapes on 

our way back home but made it safe and sound.  Day 2 we meandered off with Matt for 

a ‘more’ relaxing day exploring some of the huts in the vicinity of Dargo. We 

unfortunately had some crazy noises emanating from the car on day 2 so spent the next 

day in Bairnsdale to see if we could find a solution. In the end we decided to not go on any 

more tracks and relaxed for another day looking around close to Dargo. Given that the 

weather forecast kept telling us we were going to be hit by big storms we were lucky and 

needed to be more worried about sunburn than rain.  It was great to meet everyone and 

even though we did not go the distance it was a great trip and we look forward to joining 

in on more adventures in the future. 

Geoff and Mal 

 

The week started with the convoy meet up at Williamsdale on a rainy Saturday morning, 

weather that didn't bode well for the week ahead.  The convoy, with a mix of caravans and 

camper trailers, made its way to Dargo via Cann River and Bairnsdale which was 

bitumen all the way which was probably a good thing given the weather. Thanks to Matt 

for leading the way!  The next day we broke into three groups and headed our separate 

ways out into the tracks.  My group almost immediately came across the first of many 

swollen river and creek crossings for the day, we lost count at about 30.  We had a long 

day and didn't get back to camp until 9pm due to a few light recoveries, impassable tracks 

and some back tracking.  Exhausting day but the views from Billy Goats Bluff in the early 

evening made it more than worthwhile.  It was an excellent week with a few other long 

days.  Highlights were Billy Goats and Blue Rag, and while we couldn’t complete all the 

planned tracks, it just means there's more to do on the next visit.  Thanks to Michael, Bron 

and Matt for running an excellent trip, we'll be back next year. 

Phil and Sue 
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I would like to thank to all this who attended the trip. I enjoyed myself immensely, even 

though I had to get some repairs done. Thanks to Andy for helping me get the broken 

shock absorber off my car.   

The trip was a well-planned and implemented event by the team. The trip was able to 

present me with challenging driving conditions which allowed me to learn more about my 

personal driving limitation and vehicle limitations.  

I enjoyed the week and was able to revise driving techniques that I had been previously 

taught and experienced. I was able to use my recovery and fording equipment, which I had 

not previously used. It was good to see where we need to use different techniques to get 

out of trouble (Matt watch out for that mud hole). The different levels of driver experience 

and vehicles allowed me to witness how people would approach the driving of the tracks 

and obstacles. I enjoyed talking to the everyone about their different vehicles.  

The week was great time and place to meet people and talk about driving. I look forward 

to more club activities and next year’s trip to the high country.  The lesson that was learnt 

was always check your vehicle after obstacles regardless of training and experience, you 

will always find something when off road driving. Second lesson is don't do any serious 

damage to your vehicle in the high country, it is hard to get it fixed. 

Shea O Jost 

  

The thing that has always amazes me about this club is the way people will gladly go out 

of their way to help others.  This was evident many times while we were in the 

VHC.  From volunteering to recover a broken Toyota to people stepping in and leading 

oversized convoys.  

The driving was good fun with a few challenges and as always we all learned a few new 

things or perhaps had a pucker moment or two. All in all, a great trip with a great group of 

people.  

David Lundquist 
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Elysha and I enrolled for the High-

country trip hoping to expand our 

4WDing skills, explore new tracks, see 

the amazing scenery that gives the 

high country its reputation and go on 

an adventure with the safety and 

comfort that comes with club trips. 

Our week did not go to plan.  On day 

one of the trip, I took a slightly poor 

line on one of the tracks which 

resulted in the car sliding into a rock 

and consequently losing both forwards 

and backwards drive ability in a 

precarious position on the side of a 

steep hill.  Thankfully we were with 

generous members of the club who 

helped us secure the vehicle on the 

mountain and were able to take us 

back to camp where we could arrange 

a vehicle recovery.  Given it was day 2 

of a 7-day trip, I was confident 

(hopeful) I would be able to get the 

vehicle recovered and repaired by the 

end of the week. Not the case.   

The local Unimog from the 

recommended vehicle recovery 

specialist was out of action and so we 

had to arrange to drop a key to next 

closest recover with a Unimog which 

was a 7.5-hour return drive away. Big 

thanks to Michael Patrick who 

generously gave up his time and plans 

for the week to ensure we could get 

the key to the company organising the 

recovery.   

By day 5 of the trip, the car had finally 
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been recovered and taken back to Bairnsdale. We remained hopeful (although hope was 

dropping) that we would have the car back by the end of the week.  Not the case.  Every 

mechanic in town bar Toyota Bairnsdale had said to me the earliest they could look at the 

car would be Jan 2022.  Not ideal given I had a camper to get back to Canberra three days 

later.  Toyota finally advised me that the car would require a new rear diff assembly and 

axle which will take 2-4 months to arrive from Japan.  Plans had to change. The next day I 

returned the Toyota Camry hire car, and I was on a train to Melbourne to borrow a car that 

could tow before driving back to Dargo that night, picking up the camper and heading 

back to Canberra the following day.   

In summary, not the week we had planned but at least one of the criteria of the trip -

“adventure” was achieved.  A massive thanks to everyone from the club who gave up their 

time and energy to help us throughout the week. While the outcome wasn’t ideal, we still 

managed to have fun and it will certainly be a trip we remember for a long time. 

Pete & Elysha 

 

Another great trip to the high country, although we cut it short. 

Started off very wet and made for an exciting trip full off deep river crossings. 

It was great to do new tracks and to enjoy the sunshine and make new friends. 

Sarah 

 

On driving into Dargo I thought we must be very special and that Michael had publicized 

our trip widely as there was a huge contingent of media and TV crews welcoming us. But 

alas, the media weren’t there for us.   
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We joined the group on a beautiful Monday morning 

at the camp ground in the Dargo River Inn. There 

were a few tired drivers making a slow connection 

with the day after what had been a long day on 

Sunday.   

We set off for Billy Goat Bluff Track and to my 

surprise we were on dusty tracks following a week 

of rain. My previous trip to Billy Goat’s and the 

Pinnacles were raining overcast days so to have a 

clear sky and brilliant sunshine made for a fantastic 

day. The track is a lot easier when it’s not wet, and 

the views from the Pinnacles was truly amazing. We 

returned to camp and a relaxing evening around the 

fire drum. 

We were blessed by the weather for the next few 

days which made the adventures fun. There was a 

great diversity in tracks and conditions. There were 

many creek and river crossings, wet tracks, mud 

holes, dry tracks, rocky tracks, steep ascents and 

descents and the occasional recovery and back 

tracking. All in all, tremendous 4 wheeling.  

The views from the Vic High Country Icons of The 

Pinnacles and Blue Rag were a highlight for me and 

something you never get tired of. However, it was 

very concerning to see how much the country had 

changed since the bushfires.   

A big shout out to Michael Patrick, Broni and Andy 

Squire and Matt Warmington for their organizational 

skills and keeping us all safe. Their friendship, help and guidance is what makes this club 

so good to be a part of. 

If you haven’t been on this trip I suggest you book yourself on, It’s well worth it. 

See you all at next year’s Vic High Country Ramble. 

Ross Hincksman 
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Finally, we were able to get away from the farm 

for a few days and what a great way to spend the 

time off.  We arrived at Dargo after a long trip on 

the Omeo ‘Highway’ on the Saturday evening 

setting up camp at Dargo River Inn. Our drive for 

Sunday was up Billy Goats Bluff track then to 

the Pinnacle fire lookout and beyond. After lunch 

at The Pinnacles, we head off eventually coming 

to a creek crossing that needed a bit of work. 

After working out where the deepest section was 

(thank you Roland for donning the waders and 

going in) rocks were placed in the deepest rut at 

the entrance to the creek and some shaping was 

done with Glynis and Emma on the shovels. All 

got across safe and sound we came to another 

track where Peter and Elysha got into some 

trouble in their Prado on a steep and rocky climb. 

Bruce in the 200 series and Michael to the rescue. 

We were able to get the Prado, after some 

manoeuvring, safely to the side of the track and 

secured and we took Peter and Elysha back to 

camp in the 200.  As Michael was helping to 

arrange recovery of the secured Prado, we spent 

the Monday on a trip with Matthew Warmington 

driving to an old mine, visiting Waller’s hut and 

seeing more spectacular scenery. Tuesday’s trip 

was led by Andy and Broni with many creek 

crossings, one needing a number of max tracks 

laid out to help exit the creek, thanks Andy, Broni 

and Eric for that. We arrived back at camp early 

for happy hour and spent the evening around the campfire. We returned home via Mount 

Hotham on Wednesday and though we only spent a few days in the High Country had a 

great time. Thank you, Michael Patrick, for organising the trip and thanks to Broni, Andy, 

Matthew and ‘Charlies’ as well.’ 

Carol McKenzie 
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Sharing Dargo with dozens of police and media, we were happy to set up base camp at the 

Dargo River Inn after the convoy trip over the border. Unfortunately, we could only stay 

on the trip for three days of driving but what an action-packed time it was! The first day 

was an epic day featuring recoveries, numerous water crossings and a magnificent trip 

down Billy Goat's Bluff at dusk. We loved Dargo and are looking forward to getting back 

there. It was nice to meet our neighbours Mick and Spencer (who seemed to be having a 

great - if exhausting - time). We'd like to thank Michael, Bron and the other organisers for 

their efforts and a special thank you to Matt for his trip leading. He put up with me on 

driver training and has now done the same on a trip. Looking forward to the huts trip! 

Melanie and David Saunderson 

 

This was our first trip to the High Country. Having tried to go on several occasions, before 

we were thwarted by covid, fire and water This time we were delighted that rain didn’t 

stop play (although some will have lost money on the sweep). In fact, the weather was 

superb all week. There was the small matter of half the area closed due to a couple going 

missing a few years ago, but this didn’t spoil the experience. 

The area is beautiful and worth the wait. Tracks were surprisingly dry but a little too much 

water in some of the streams. 

We had a slight incident where the track under the passenger side of the car disappeared. 

Time to put that training into action. After locking the car down we assessed the situation 

and prepared for recovery. As Lisa had expertly used friction between the bottom of the 

car and the track (bellied out Barb) it was time to deploy the mighty hydraulic winch. For 
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those that don’t know our hydraulic winch is a little slow. On this occasion it was broken 

but took a while to confirm as it is that slow (later turned out to be a lack of pixie dust 

flowing between the controller and the solenoid). With Stuart securing Barb’s rear, Bron 

and Andy came to the rescue in the mighty 79. It is not clear how they turned round on the 

track ahead of us, in less room than the state of NSW, but I was thankful to see them 

pointing at us with working winch. With the hand of a keen youngster and shovel we were 

out in no time (especially if you use time laps as Stuart had his dashcam running). Barb 

has a new love bite to remember the event.  

Fair play to Lisa, a couple of days later she got back in Barb at the top of Blue Rag. It’s 

useful not knowing the tracks otherwise she wouldn’t have driven down to Harrison’s 

Cut.  She placed the wheels brilliantly, which did her confidence the world of good. 

The High Country is the place where campfire stories are made. Thankfully ours isn’t a 

horror.  

Thanks to Michael for pulling together a great trip, and Bron and Andy for taking over the 

planning while Michael helped with another tale for the campfire. 

Mark & Lisa 
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The time between Christmas and New Years Eve is 

normally spent with family, though this year 

having done the obligatory Chrissy Eve to Boxing 

Day stint, I decided to join in on the Muster 

instead.  Besides I’ve been looking for an excuse to 

get back out to our land and finish my first attempt 

at chainsaw sculpture. 

Some may remember the old river red gum log 

with ST4WDC carved in it sitting down on 

Thurbon Flat near the loos.  As much as I respect 

and admire the graffiti artists work it seemed like 

this beautiful piece of timber should have a more 

prominent and functional place.  Andy and crew 

had recently cut in a new track behind the 

clubhouse up what had originally been known as 

Mobile Hill, though now appears to be dubbed 

Reception Hill so as not to be politically incorrect 

by excluding other devices.  Well, the thought crossed my somewhat addled mind that 

people wanting to spend some time atop the hill chatting with their loved ones might 

want a place to sit. And so the concept of carving the log up into a seat came into being.  

I started this endeavour a few musters ago, and managed to finish it during this one.  

Now, how to get a ton and a half of log up the hill?  The club trailers would most 

certainly have a hernia if I tried to use them.  Oh 

well, they call drag chains that for a reason don’t 

they? Suffice to say that any irregularities or tree 

stumps left in the track between Thurbon Flat and 
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the top of Reception Hill are no longer 

there, and the seat has successfully 

been installed.     

Sitting around the fire one night we 

noticed some overhanging dead 

branches on the trees above and 

decided that a safety officer needed to 

be appointed to oversee their removal.  

Matt Maddigan was too slow stepping 

backwards (actually he may have been 

absent) and was summarily elected 

much to his chagrin and protestations 

over the coming days each time he 

was called upon to solve another 

apparent safety issue, such as too 

much dust being kicked up by the lead 

vehicle.  Shea and Mick decided to 

alleviate his distress and took care of 

the overhanging branch danger in 

traditional 4WD club style - with 

snatch blocks and other recovery 

equipment.  

Michael and Keryn Zissler became 

interior decorators taking on one of 

the two cabins next to the machinery 

shed and attempting to make it 

habitable for future visits.  The lack of 

structural framework made it 

challenging to find something to screw 

the new plywood lining to but they 

managed anyhow.   

Scotty Grogan gave himself the task of 

getting the clubs old Hilux going again 

and after fitting a new water pump and 

other parts, and a fair amount of 

engine whispering, the old girl kicked 

into life again.  Andy Squire thought 

this was too good an opportunity to 

What’s wrong in this photo? 

Look mum, no wheels.. 

Trying out the new winch.. 
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miss and took it for several turns 

around the property. Apparently 

driving it is like sitting on a milk crate 

kicking a pile of bricks whilst juggling 

chainsaws next to a construction site. 

Francoise the weed assassin elected to 

arm herself with PPE, poison and 

digging implements and set off around 

home paddock hunting and 

exterminating weeds for a few days.  

Apparently it is not good enough to 

just spray the weeds, you have to cut 

their heads off and pour the poison 

down their neck if you’re going to do 

a proper job.  The word has apparently 

spread amongst lambs ear and the 

general weed population of her 

brutality and they now quiver in fright 

at the sound of a French accent.      

Matt Maddigan organised a team to 

cut in a new track he has previously 

surveyed near the test track (other side 

of Hole in the Wall). This mainly 

involved driving through a creek bed 

back and forward several times, and 

clearing out the foliage in the way.  

Whilst operating the brush cutter Matt 

came across a wild pig skull in pristine 

condition, well almost after he hit it 

with the brush cutter.  The skull is now 

mounted on a post at the start of the 

track, and the track has been 

accordingly named Skull Track.  After 

several hours of the team clearing by 

hand and working up a sweat I 

decided to jump in and clear a stand of 

small burnt out saplings with the 

Patrol which worked much better.  The 

GPS showed that we were almost 
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finished, so Shea took off on foot and 

after a bit of wandering around 

seemingly aimlessly navigated a route 

up to Track 5.  Done..        

After putting up some additional solar 

powered lighting, Shea Jost and Mick 

Kerr banded together to attack the 

unruly mess that was our machinery 

shed.  Many of you may know the 

shed as a repository for anything we 

want to keep, anything we don’t know 

where else to put, and a bunch of stuff 

we just don’t know what to do with 

but is too good to throw out, unless 

your name is Michael Patrick.  This 

could be anything between posters of 

events from years gone by (and there’s 

been many), tools, toolboxes, timber, 

wire, ropes, chains, hoses, banners, 

materials, machinery, trailers, and the 

list goes on.  All combined with a 

healthy dose of dust and leaves, etc. 

The lads started at one end and with 

some sort of a plan (known only to 

themselves) rearranged the stuff, 

threw out the rubbish, and generally 

cleaned and organised the shed 

constructing several new racks, 

hanging points, and the like as they 

went.  You couldn't actually see what 

they were doing for the dust, but at the 

end the results spoke for themselves.  

For example, Michael Patrick was 

struggling with a block splitter that 

was clearly too blunt and too big for 

the task, so I headed off to the 

machinery shed and came back with a 

more suitable medium size axe.  The 

point is that I knew where it was and 
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could actually go into the shed and find it!!     

At the end of each day it was a welcome relief to head off 

down to Strike a Light River which had a good amount of 

water in it, and take a dip in the cool waters with a frothy ale 

or two.     

Many thanks to Rob Donaldson for organising the muster and 

to all the club members who came out and helped with all sorts 

of tasks.  Apologies to those I have not (and have) singled out.  

Your efforts are made evident in that we have a really great 

facility to enjoy where things just work (mostly). 

Matt Warmington 

 

Everyone arrived on time at the meeting point, with tyres aired 

down we set off on our journey into Talooge. 

On the way in I asked everyone to look out for our tap outlet 

that we had lost off the camper trailer on our last trip to 

Talooge, it wasn’t long after when a call came from Maryanne 

noting they had found it along the track.  

After about 50 minutes the convoy arrived at our creek crossing 

into home paddock. 

Due to recent storm 

activities the creek was 

running deep and had a 

large sand bank in the 

middle of it. 

We found a volunteer 

(thanks Alain) to check 

the depth, flow, and base 

of the crossing. The water was waste deep on Alain.  

The 1st lot of vehicles had trailers attached – so, we 

found a 2nd volunteer (thanks Matt M) we soon had 

Matts new Jeep at the front of the convoy 

With our vehicles pre-rigged, Matt attempted the 

crossing, but the sand bank was not giving up its 

spot in the middle. We winched the jeep back to the 



Southern Trails February 2022 36 

Trip Report - Talooge Muster Dec ‘21 

safety of the bank. 

2nd attempt he made it across and demolished the 

top of the sand bank. 

The next few vehicles and trailers made it across, 

unfortunately a few vehicles lost forward 

momentum and got stuck in the middle of the creek. 

With every vehicle pre-rigged we quickly pulled 

them out of the water. 

Unfortunately, 1 of the vehicles took on a lot of 

water and spent the next week drying out in the sun. 

One member with no snorkel decided not to cross 

the creek and camped at offset mounds and was 

ferried to the home paddock when they wanted.  

It was great to see that our great training came into 

action: 

1st  walking the crossing, checking depth, base and flow. 

2nd  pre -rigging all vehicles. 

3rd  each member decided if they needed to cross or was there another option? one 

member decided they would not take a chance and chose another option. 

It was good to see that all Members took on board 

the training from the Basic course.  

Various work was carried out by all members: 

• Hand digging out sand bank  

• Collecting trailer loads of rocks to repair tracks 

for training. 

• Trying multiple combinations on a lock that was 

not used very often for about ½ hour … lol 

• Bunk house ceiling and walls installed 

• The old Hilux was serviced, timing belt and 

water belt were replaced. Rob tried to leave his 

79 near the service area to get it serviced but 

nope didn’t make the grade…… 

• The area around the fire pit was levelled and 

refilled with gravel and compacted – you will be 
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safe in the dark now after too many lemonades 

at night. 

• Dead tree branches above fire pit area removed  

• Machinery shed completely cleaned out and 

organised with new under loft timber storage 

area made – I reckon there is a Club member or 

2 with a very organised wardrobe 

somewhere…… 

• Waist high grass cleared inside of fenced off 

septic area – no snakes found! 

• The grass slashed with tractor – after various 

repairs were made 

• Various other camp spots were mowed, and 

whipper snipped  

• A lot of weeding and tree and plant maintenance. 

• Dangerous rotten tree cut down Honeymoon bay  

• Fire wood collected. 

• Tracks driven and cleared – what a chore this was ……  

• A new track was made (Skull track) and driven by most, with most people needing a 

recovery somewhere along it, this is a short track that took hours to drive .. lol 

• Wombat hole filled by winch hill  

• Fire trailer pump trailer filled and tested  

• New lights were fitted in and on the machinery shed for camp set up  

• Electrical repairs done  

• New track signs installed  

The last big job was to relocate a bench seat cut out of an old tree, now there is a spot to 

sit up on Reception Hill.  We discussed how we were going to move it up to the top of 

Reception hill … Hmmmmm  

How heavy was it? can we get it on the trailer? so with a little bit more chainsaw work a 

sloping front was cut onto the seat and a hole made to attached the drag chain. Then the 

mighty patrol dragged it up from Thurbon flat to the top of Reception hill, then it was 

carefully placed by using 2 winches in a spot between 2 trees in its final resting place.  

If you are walking up RECEPTION Hill, take a load off and enjoy!!  
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It wasn’t all work and no play, there was time to relax and have a paddle in the creek and 

enjoy the afternoons.  Thanks to everyone that came out and to everyone that bought out 

extra supplies during the week as needed.   

Rob Donaldson 
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Contact: Matt Warmington  0407 562 656  mattwarmo@gmail.com   

Classified Advertisements 

Pair of after market side steps for GU Patrol. 

More robust than standard, but not sliders or jacking points. 

Good condition.  $20.00  

Rhino Rack 

tradies rack 

with gutter 

mounts for a 

GU Patrol. 

Includes: 

• rear roller, 

• high lift jack 

mount,  

• shovel 

mount.  

$550.00 o.n.o  
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2008 TOYOTA LANDCRUISER CAB CHASSIS (DLS 05Y) & TRAYON CAMPER 

Extras on vehicle include: 

Bull bar, winch and side rails. 

Weather shields left & right. 

ARB compressor in toolbox.  

80 Channel Icom CB roof mounted 

NOW ARB roof rack. 

Full width tyre box, 2 tyres & tools. 

Daytime LED running lights. 

5 Mag Rim Highway tyres (continental) 

6 Steel Rim 4WD Cooper Discovery ST 

Bespoke steel tray, rubber tray mat. 

Air conditioning & dual battery system. 

Full length shelf under tray & ladder rack. 

CODAN HF Radio mounted behind seat. 

4 toolboxes under the tray. 

Air bag assist suspension. 

Tow bar 50 mm SQ, lock, pin and bolt. 

Switched LED reverse / work light. 

  

TRAYON extras: 

Extra power points & 12-volt outlets. 

Corner bolsters & 2 ARB LED lights. 

Canvas skirt, fly & awning (not in picture). 

High density foam double mattress. 

Extra new house batteries. 

TRAYON Number 541. 

Contact: David Campbell  0431 574 303  dcam77@netspeed.com.au   

One owner since new. Cost over $125,000 to assemble. Low Km (under 125,000Km). NSW rego to 12/4/22.  

Price Reduced!! - complete: $70,000 ONO (will consider selling the TRAYON separately)  

Classified Advertisements 



Southern Trails February 2022 42 

Polo Shirts: $40.00 

Chambery Shirts: $50.00 

Winter Jackets $85.00 

Hoodies: $50.00 

Rugby Tops: $55.00 

Caps: $20.00 

Bucket Hats: $20.00 

Beanies:  $20.00 

Badges (magnet): $13.00 

Badges (pin): $10.00 

Stubby Coolers:  $7.50 

Club Clothing 

Club clothing is available at Club Meetings, or 

contact Francoise Zaalen-Arbaut at 

general1@st4wdc.com.au 

The Clothing Store 

mailto:general3@st4wdc.com.au

