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General Meetings are held at the  

Canberra Deakin Football Club, Grose St, Deakin 

at 7:30pm on the second Tuesday of each month.  

General meetings are where Club members and visitors can meet and 
get information on past and future Club activities in an informal 
atmosphere.  Meetings regularly feature talks from experts on topics 
of interest, and reports on past trips.  Visitors can introduce 
themselves, there is a raffle with generous prizes and a coffee break 
for catching up with other members.  

Ideas for guest speakers are welcome, please don’t hesitate to contact 
the Committee if you know of someone who could make an 
interesting and topical presentation.   

Many members gather before the meeting to enjoy a meal or a drink at 
the club.  

Publications 

Website: Information regarding the Club, our activities, sponsors,  and 
membership is available on our website at www.st4wdc.com.au.   

Facebook: the ST4WDC page includes posts regarding Club activities 
and sponsors and can be found at  www.facebook.com/st4wdc/.   

Southern Trails: is the ST4WDC monthly newsletter.  Trip reports, 
member profiles, relevant articles, and classified advertisements are 
welcome, as are photographs and illustrations.  Closing date for 
contributions is the first Tuesday of the month.  Send contributions to 
publications@st4wdc.com.au. 

Club Bank Account 

Membership fees are paid through the Club’s website.  For other financial 
transactions, the Club’s bank account details are:  

Bank:    Bank Australia 

Account Name: ST4WDC 

BSB Number:  313 140 

Account Number: 1213 0617 

Trips and Events 

An important element, some may say the lifeblood, of the Club is our 
trips and events calendar.  Any member can run a trip or event once  
approved by the Committee, it’s a very rewarding experience. 

If you’ve been thinking of booking a trip or event, head to the How to 
Book for a Trip section of the website where you will find step by step 
instructions.  You can propose your trip or event using the Online 
Form and there is a wealth of material in the Information for Trip 
Leaders page and also from experienced trip leaders who are always  
keen to help you run your trip or event successfully.   

When transferring payments 
please include your name and 
the reason for the transfer, e.g. 
“J Smith clothing”, “J Smith 
renew 2021”, etc.  

http://www.st4wdc.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/st4wdc/
mailto:publications@st4wdc.com.au
https://st4wdc.com.au/how-to-book-for-a-trip/
https://st4wdc.com.au/how-to-book-for-a-trip/
https://st4wdc.com.au/member-information/propose-a-trip/
https://st4wdc.com.au/member-information/propose-a-trip/
https://st4wdc.com.au/information-for-trip-leaders/
https://st4wdc.com.au/information-for-trip-leaders/


Code of Ethics 

Four Wheel Drive Australia Code Of Ethics 

ST4WDC is affiliated with Four Wheel Drive Australia and we promote responsible four 
wheel driving.  We should all observe and support this Code of Ethics.  Remember, image 
is difficult to change. 

 

• Obey the laws and regulations for Recreational Vehicles that apply to public lands. 

• Respect the cultural, heritage and environmental values of public/private land, by 
obeying restrictions that may apply. 

• Respect our flora and fauna. Stop and look, but never disturb. 

• Keep to formed vehicle tracks. 

• Keep the environment clean. Carry your own, and any other, rubbish out. 

• Keep your vehicle mechanically sound and clean to reduce the environmental impact. 

• Adopt minimal impact camping and driving practices. 

• Seek permission before driving on private land. Do not disturb livestock or watering 
points, leave gates as found. 

• Take adequate water, food, fuel, basic spares and a first aid kit on trips. In remote areas 
travel with another vehicle and have Royal Flying Doctor Service, or equivalent 
emergency contact by radio or satellite. 

• Plan ahead and lodge trip details with a responsible person. 

• Enjoy your recreation and respect the rights of others. 

• Support four-wheel drive touring as a legitimate family activity. 

• Consider joining an affiliated four-wheel drive Club. 

 

This Code supports the National Recreational Four Wheel Drive Vehicle Policy. 

Produced by Four Wheel Drive Australia in the interest of promoting responsible vehicle 
use. 

 

For advice and assistance in meeting the requirements of this Code of Conduct contact 
the Secretary 

 

©Four Wheel Drive Australia, August 2010 

https://4wda.com.au/about-us/
mailto:secretary@4wda.com.au
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December.  It rolls around too fast.  Time again from something inspiring, interesting and 

informative.  Well, sorry to disappoint (again).  I was just about to mount up and head down 

the coast for the weekend when I was reminded it was time for the newsletter, so I haven't 

put much thought into this one (bet you can't tell the difference).  Unfortunately the fishing 

part has been postponed/cancelled due to the weather (something about 120 knot gales and 

14 meter swells; sounds a bit soft to me), but a weekend away is always welcome.  Might 

just have to find a country pub and settle in.  Things could be worse. 

Covid seems to be a big thing at the moment. Still.  And a new variant.  The Governments 

still haven't come up with anything concrete or understandable regarding mandating 

vaccines as far as we can tell, and it is probably not appropriate for the Club to try and set 

the rules, but we have made the decision that we will support the decision of trip/event 

organisers in regard to the vaccinated status of trip participants.  We think it is not 

unreasonable that, as volunteers, individuals organising trips/events should have the right to 

make that decision, just the same as they do based on member experience or vehicle 

standards.  We recognise that this may upset some members, but hopefully given the levels 

of vaccination in the ACT and NSW there won't be that many members who will be 

affected.  You may be asked your Covid vaccination status, and asked for proof, but health 

information, including your vaccination status, will not be permanently recorded.  The 

alternative is that trip leaders simply may not run any trips.  

What this means is you will see the following words (or similar) on a number of upcoming 

trips/events: Due to the concerns of the Event Organiser, as a volunteer, they are unwilling 

to risk their health and those of other event participants by being in close proximity to 

unvaccinated participants.  The Event Organiser is therefore unable to offer a position on 

this event to anyone who has not been double vaccinated. 

As always, it is a balance between participation and the health, safety and well-being of our 

members, and we try and work on the best and latest information and health advice 

available.  If you have any concerns, I am happy to discuss this decision with you. 

I can hear someone calling "Where are you?  Let's go!" (since I left them in the car while I 

raced back in to write this), so I better go.  I will finish this short note ("yippee" I hear you 

say) with all the normal platitudes required at this time of year; smelly fish-mess and a 

sweaty pooh bear.  Hope you and your family have a safe and wonderful Christmas, see you 

all next year for more adventures.  And remember, as Melanie White said (no, I don't know 

who she is); ”A Christmas miracle is when your family doesn’t get into a single argument 

all day.” 

Andy.. 

President’s Report  

Andy Squire 
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 Letter from the Editor 

2021 is drawing to a close (thank goodness for that) and the year on the horizon is looking 

a whole lot nicer in my opinion.  Now that we’re out of lockdown and able to travel more, 

the Club is getting back into the swing of things.  Two trips into the Victorian High Country 

occurred in November with several members involved and many new stories to tell.   

Michael Patricks Victorian High Country Ramble was run between the 27th Nov to 4th Dec 

with over 20 participants exploring the tracks around Dargo in three convoys.  

You may have heard that the Victorian Police search of the Grant Historic Area north of 

Dargo effectively excluded this area from the trip, though thanks to Andy and Bron Squire 

and Michael Patrick alternate trip plans were developed on the spot and run with great 

success.  Thanks also to Christian & Marissa Barrett at the Dargo River Inn for hosting the 

Club during the trip 

and providing 

access to one of the 

cabins for hot 

showers and 

flushing loo’s. They 

always look after us down there!!.  Hopefully we will be able to continue the relationship 

with the new owners for next years trip, which incidentally is already up on the web site.    

Unfortunately the Clubs 45th Anniversary event was unable to proceed due to ACT Parks 

closing the Kowen Forest area due to inclement weather.  Hopefully this event will be able 

to go ahead in 2022.  Thanks to Sue Phillips and all involved for their efforts.   

Chris Nicholls’ Vic Alps Walkabout trip also ran during the last week in November and 

participants caught up with Michaels trip group at the Dargo Pub for dinner later in the 

week to swap stories and enjoy hot showers at the Dargo River Inn.     

Look for the trip reports from these VHC trips in the February edition noting that we don’t 

publish Southern Trails in January.       

Steve Walsh has asked me to put a little entry in the newsletter 

letting members know he is a JP in the ACT.  So if you are 

looking for one, don’t hesitate to get in contact with Steve.   

A small group visited Talooge on 17th November to check on the condition of the property 

and carry out minor maintenance.  Some photos and commentary from this visit are 

included in a short trip report in this edition. 

Also a trip report from the Nelligen trip which I missed (doh!) from August ST is included. 

Finally, may I wish you and yours a very happy Christmas and the very best New Year! 

Here’s  looking forward to a safe and prosperous 2022!!  

Happy Trails, Matt..    

Steve Walsh JP 

walshysm@hotmail.com 

M: 0403863884 

 

mailto:walshysm@hotmail.com
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Trip Report - Nelligen 

We were drafted in for this trip at the 

last minute and were pleased to be 

able to attend. Saturday's drive had us 

exploring the picturesque scenery 

around the Buckenbowra River and 

Bolaro Mountain. After a “choose 

your own adventure” in the afternoon 

we dined at the Steam Packet.  

On Sunday we took the scenic route 

back to Bungendore heading up 

Charleys Forest road to check out the 

camp site at Wog Wog near Nerriga. 

We then headed back to Bungendore 

via Oallen Ford (where we had a 

windy lunch and checked out the gold 

panners) and Tarago.  

Many thanks to Sue, and Rob and also 

to Mark and Lisa for organising and 

leading. Next time I'll be sure to check 

out the Downfall trail! 

David and Sue Evans-Smith 

 

When the Nelligen Activity appeared 

as an Trip with the Club, Tom and I 

jumped it given Nelligen and its 

surrounds has always been somewhere 

we have wanted to explore, so it was a 

great opportunity to join the group and 

drive some tracks.  After all, it is in 

our ‘backyard’, and typically we tend 

to explore further afield rather than 
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Trip Report - Nelligen 

closer to home.  The Saturday morning 

drive was not too technical, which let 

us enjoy the wonderful scenic views of 

both the mountains the back down to 

the coast.  And with everything 

happening with Covid, it was a fun 

social occasion, meeting old friends 

and making new ones and to top it off, 

we were able to christen our new EZY 

Q fire pit.   

Thanks to Sue and Rob for organising 

and to our newest Australian citizens, 

Mark and Lisa, for leading Saturday 

morning! 

Gay and Tom Samal 

 

What a great weekend. Laura, Tori, 

and myself arrived Friday about 

midday and were surprised to be the 

first there. Soon after Peter arrived in 

his 60 series Landcruiser. The turnout 

of Club members was terrific.  The 

caravan park was beautiful with the 

Clyde river running alongside, very 

picturesque.  Going through the 

countryside behind Nelligen was 

absolutely stunning.  Everyone agreed 

on the beauty in that area.   

We’d like to thank the trip leaders.  

Rod, Laura, and Tori Cahill 
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Our Club Sponsors 

 
Mark and Nicole Roberts have been Battery 

World Franchisees since 2004.  Apart from sell-

ing a huge range of batteries they also specialise 

in auto electrical service, dual battery systems, 

solar installations, plus camper trailer, and van 

setups. 

They will also come to you and test fit a new 

battery to get you on your way ASAP.  Their off

-site assistance is available 24 hours a day, 7 

days a week and their team have all the equip-

ment they need to check or fit a battery of com-

plete a jump start.   

Many of our fantastic sponsors offer Club member discounts.  

Please ask at time of purchase. 
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Our Club Sponsors 

 

 

Tyres & More is a national network of family-friendly tyre stores, offering you and your 

family safety on the road through Quality, Service & Value.   Safety and performance on 

the road encompasses everything from good tyres to mechanical repairs and services. 

Our aim is to offer Australians the most complete car care possible, from tyre needs to 

safety examinations and accessories such as child restraints.  

Find them at: 79 Newcastle St, Fyshwick. (02) 6280 5906 

  

Welcome to Canberra’s specialist 4x4 & Auto accessories store. Whether it's towbars, 

roof racks, or bull bars, we can assist you with all your 4WD and car accessory needs. 

Visit one of our Canberra stores and talk to our staff who have a wealth of knowledge on 

11 Kembla Street, 

Fyshwick  

6280 6222 

68 Oatley Court 

Belconnen 

6162 3808 

72 Dundas Court 

Phillip 

6162 1929 

9 Kemble Court 

Mitchell 

6241 5898 

 

The folks at Monaro Off Road Centre have been long time supporters and members of 

our club, and look after the vehicles of many of our members.  Michael and Rod can 

look after you with all vehicle servicing, repairs, pre-purchase inspections, trip prepara-

tion, new car warranty servicing, and a free courtesy car on request.  They can supply 

and fit accessories from all the well known brands from leading manufacturers. 

Many of our fantastic sponsors offer Club member discounts.  

Please ask at time of purchase. 
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Our Club Sponsors 

Many of our fantastic sponsors offer Club member discounts.  

Please ask at time of purchase. 

 
Sales & Service 

Australian Campers & Accessories 
 

 12v Power Systems 

 Roof Top Tents 

 Warranty Work 

 Insurance Claims 
 

(02) 4624 9911 

info@camperact.com.au 
Or visit our showroom at 1/9 Maxwell Place, Narellan, NSW 

Head Office: Chifley ACT 
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With support from our generous sponsors the 2021 Club Raffle is on. Details can be found 

at: https://www.raffletix.com.au/?ref=vp4kc   

Prizes include: 

 

 

ST4WDC 2021 Raffle 

https://www.raffletix.com.au/?ref=vp4kc
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Trips and Events 

Michael Patrick 

Note that COVID-19 and other circumstances may affect this list.  Please check 

www.st4wdc.com.au and consult with the Trip Leader to confirm details before attending.  

Start End Activity Type Grade Leader 

15/01/22 15/02/22 Can you Survive!! Trip Grade 3 Glen Watts 

16/01/22 16/01/22 Trip Leaders Forum Trip 
Not 
Required 

Michael Patrick 

22/01/22 22/01/22 Lunch at McIntyre's Hut Trip Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

26/01/22 26/01/21 Australia Day Picnic - Lowell's Flat Trip Grade 3 Lynne Donaldson 

27/01/22 27/01/22 
Basic Driver Training 4WD Vehicle 
Evaluation 

Training 
Not 
Required 

Bronwyn Squire 

28/01/22 28/01/22 The Golden Axxe Rnd 4 
Social 
Event 

Not 
Required 

Michael Patrick 

29/01/22 29/01/22 Power karts expression of interest Trip 
Not 
Required 

Darren Miller 

16/02/22 18/02/22 Safe One Basic Driver Training Course Training 
Not 
Required 

Bronwyn Squire 

18/02/22 20/02/22 Safe One Basic Driver Training Course Training 
Not 
Required 

Bronwyn Squire 

19/03/22 20/03/22 Running of the Sheep Trip Grade 1 Stuart Wallace 

19/03/22 26/03/22 Huts of the Victorian High Country Trip Grade 4 Michael Patrick 

19/03/22 26/03/22 Country High Victorian the of Huts! Trip Grade 4 Matt Warmington 

6/04/22 6/04/22 
Basic Driver Training 4WD Vehicle 
Evaluation 

Training 
Not 
Required 

Bronwyn Squire 

9/04/22 10/04/22 Off Road Camper Trailer Workshop Training Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

4/05/22 6/05/22 Safe One Basic Driver Training Course Training 
Not 
Required 

Bronwyn Squire 

6/05/22 8/05/22 Safe One Basic Driver Training Course Training 
Not 
Required 

Bronwyn Squire 

6/05/22 8/05/22 Basic Winching and Recovery Course Training Grade 3 Bronwyn Squire 

14/05/22 15/05/22 
OziExplorer & Hema GPS Navigation 
Workshop 

Trip Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

30/07/22 31/07/22 Snow Camping Gungarlin River Trip Grade 4 Matt Maddigan 

6/08/22 7/08/22 Basic First Aid Training HLTAID003 Training 
Not 
Required 

Michael Patrick 

http://www.st4wdc.com.au
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Trips and Events 

Michael Patrick 

Note that COVID-19 and other circumstances may affect this list.  Please check 

www.st4wdc.com.au and consult with the Trip Leader to confirm details before attending.  

Start End Activity Type Grade Leader 

13/08/22 14/08/22 Remote First Aid Training HLRAID005 Training Not Michael Patrick 

17/08/22 17/08/22 
Basic Driver Training 4WD Vehicle 
Evaluation 

Training 
Not 
Required 

Bronwyn Squire 

27/08/22 27/08/22 
Intermediate Winching and Recovery 
Course 

Training Grade 3 Bronwyn Squire 

7/09/22 11/09/22 Safe One Basic Driver Training Course Training 
Not 
Required 

Bronwyn Squire 

14/09/22 14/09/22 
Information Night Sand Driving and 
River Crossing Course 

Training Grade 3 Bronwyn Squire 

24/09/22 25/09/22 Abercrombie River National Park Trip Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

5/10/22 5/10/22 
Basic Driver Training 4WD Vehicle 
Evaluation 

Training 
Not 
Required 

Bronwyn Squire 

8/10/22 9/10/22 Sand Driving and River Crossing Course Training Grade 3 Bronwyn Squire 

26/10/22 30/10/22 Safe One Basic Driver Training Course Training 
Not 
Required 

Bronwyn Squire 

12/11/22 19/11/22 Vic High Country Ramble 2022 Trip Grade 4 Michael Patrick 

Trip Grading 

For trips in the Club’s calendar a grading system of levels 1 to 6 is used to assist members 

in deciding which trips they would most enjoy and which grade suits the driver’s level of 

skill, vehicle and experience. This system of grading is a guide only. The grade assigned 

to a trip may change due to weather conditions, and the trip leader should be consulted in 

such circumstances. The trip leader has the right to deny a request from a driver who is 

considered not to have the necessary level of skill in four wheel driving, or whose vehicle 

is deemed inadequate. 

View the Southern Tablelands 4WD Club Trip Grading by clicking here. 

http://www.st4wdc.com.au
https://st4wdc.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Southern-Tablelands-4WD-Club-Trip-Grading-V2.1-Jan-2021.pdf
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Trip Report - Talooge Visit 

A small group made an 

opportunistic mid week visit 

to Talooge on Wednesday 

17th November to check on 

the property and carry out 

minor maintenance of the 

facilities. 

Following heavy rainfall in 

the area it was no surprise to 

find the creek and river levels 

up and flowing well.   

It was a glorious sunny day 

with the sun out in full force 

and the last effects of a patchy 

Springtime evident in the 

greenery.   

Strike a Light Fire Trail was 

in good condition and ARB 

Crossing across Strike a Light 

River was high but passable.   

On entering Home Paddock I 

was surprised to find that the 

grass was not as high as 

expected, probably due to the 

mowing efforts of the last 

muster crew, resident 

kangaroos, wombats, and 

occasional feral goat. 

The facilities looked to be in 

good order with no evidence 

of damage or interference 

apart from a few displaced 
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Trip Report - Talooge Visit 

chairs and plastic barrels 

blown around in the wind.   

After checking the buildings 

and facilities we noticed that 

the water level in the top 

water tank was low without 

apparent reason.   

After checking the various 

valves and levels it appeared 

that the tank had simply run 

down through normal use and 

hadn't been pumped full for a 

while so the transfer pump 

was run to move water from 

the capture tank beside the 

building. 

You may or may not know that during a recent muster a group cleared a new track up the 

hill behind the machinery shed, and dubbed it Mobile Hill due to the greatly improved 

mobile phone reception available at the top.    

I had since started to carve a seat out of a fallen log intended as a perch for the top of 

Mobile Hill but unfortunately there really wasn't enough time for any progress on it 

during this visit.  Perhaps I’ll get a chance to finish it at the next muster.  

A cursory check of a few of 

the tracks used for basic 

training found a few fallen 

trees which were cleared 

ready for the next tree to fall  

or the next training course to 

occur, whichever comes first.    

A nice meat pie was procured 

from the travel oven for lunch 

and the group made our way 

out via Strike a Light Fire 

Trail and home again via the 

Bredbo Pub.  

Matt W..   
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https://4wdnow.com/pages/volunteer-sign-up-with-national-parks  
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ARB 60L Portable SII Fridge Freezer.  

Perfect for family trips or off road touring, 

the 60L Fridge Freezer features a low pro-

file to suit roller drawer systems, utes, larger 

4WDs, boats and camper trailers.  Not re-

quired have upgraded to a larger fridge: 

$600 

 

Ridge Ryder Snatch Block 4WD - 

9000kg: $20 

 

Contact Michael: 0412 377 942 

m-patrick@bigpond.com 

Classified Advertisements 



Southern Trails December 2021 15 

Navigator Outdoor Storage - Unwanted gift: $50 

 

Ute Bumbag Hilux Full Installation Kit 

Never been used clashed with my rear carrier: $100 

 

Contact Michael: 0412 377 942 

m-patrick@bigpond.com 

Classified Advertisements 
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Contact: Matt Warmington  0407 562 656  mattwarmo@gmail.com   

Classified Advertisements 

Pair of after market side steps for GU Patrol. 

More robust than standard, but not sliders or jacking points. 

Good condition.  $20.00  

Rhino Rack 

tradies rack 

with gutter 

mounts for a 

GU Patrol. 

Includes: 

• rear roller, 

• high lift jack 

mount,  

• shovel 

mount.  

$550.00 o.n.o  
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2008 TOYOTA LANDCRUISER CAB CHASSIS (DLS 05Y) & TRAYON CAMPER 

Extras on vehicle include: 

Bull bar, winch and side rails. 

Weather shields left & right. 

ARB compressor in toolbox.  

80 Channel Icom CB roof mounted 

NOW ARB roof rack. 

Full width tyre box, 2 tyres & tools. 

Daytime LED running lights. 

5 Mag Rim Highway tyres (continental) 

6 Steel Rim 4WD Cooper Discovery ST 

Bespoke steel tray, rubber tray mat. 

Air conditioning & dual battery system. 

Full length shelf under tray & ladder rack. 

CODAN HF Radio mounted behind seat. 

4 toolboxes under the tray. 

Air bag assist suspension. 

Tow bar 50 mm SQ, lock, pin and bolt. 

Switched LED reverse / work light. 

  

TRAYON extras: 

Extra power points & 12-volt outlets. 

Corner bolsters & 2 ARB LED lights. 

Canvas skirt, fly & awning (not in picture). 

High density foam double mattress. 

Extra new house batteries. 

TRAYON Number 541. 

Contact: David Campbell  0431 574 303  dcam77@netspeed.com.au   

One owner since new. Cost over $125,000 to assemble. Low Km (under 125,000Km). NSW rego to 12/4/22.  

Price Reduced!! - complete: $70,000 ONO (will consider selling the TRAYON separately)  

Classified Advertisements 
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Polo Shirts: $40.00 

Chambery Shirts: $50.00 

Winter Jackets $85.00 

Hoodies: $50.00 

Rugby Tops: $55.00 

Caps: $20.00 

Bucket Hats: $20.00 

Beanies:  $20.00 

Badges (magnet): $13.00 

Badges (pin): $10.00 

Stubby Coolers:  $7.50 

Club Clothing 

Club clothing is available at Club Meetings, or 

contact Francoise Zaalen-Arbaut at 

general1@st4wdc.com.au 

The Clothing Store 

mailto:general3@st4wdc.com.au

