May 2021

Southern Trails
Next Meeting:
The Next Club Meeting and AGM will be held at the Canberra
Deakin Football Club at 7:30pm on Tuesday 11th May.
(Please see the Club Meetings COVID-19 Safety Plan on pg. 4)

It’s a long way to the top..
(Billy Goats Bluff—Victorian High Country)

Directory
President:
Andy Squire
(president@st4wdc.com.au)
Vice President:
Neil Coffee
(vpresident@st4wdc.com.au)
Secretary:
Lisa Tatem
(secretary@st4wdc.com.au)

General Meetings are held at the
Canberra Deakin Football Club, Grose St, Deakin
at 7:30pm on the second Tuesday of each month.
General meetings are where Club members and visitors can meet and
get information on past and future Club activities in an informal
atmosphere. Meetings regularly feature talks from experts on topics
of interest, and reports on past trips. Visitors can introduce
themselves, there is a raffle with generous prizes and a coffee break
for catching up with other members.

Treasurer:
Jim Anderson
(treasurer@st4wdc.com.au)

Ideas for guest speakers are welcome, please don’t hesitate to contact
the Committee if you know of someone who could make an
interesting and topical presentation.

Membership Secretary:
Lynne Donaldson
(membership@st4wdc.com.au)

Many members gather before the meeting to enjoy a meal or a drink at
the club.

Events and Trips Coordinator:
Michael Patrick
(trips@st4wdc.com.au)
Publications Coordinator:
Matt Warmington
(publications@st4wdc.com.au)

Publications
Website: Information regarding the Club, our activities, sponsors, and
membership is available on our website at www.st4wdc.com.au.
Facebook: the ST4WDC page includes posts regarding Club activities
and sponsors and can be found at www.facebook.com/st4wdc/.

Education Coordinator:
Bronwyn Squire
(education@st4wdc.com.au)

Southern Trails: is the ST4WDC monthly newsletter. Trip reports,
member profiles, relevant articles, and classified advertisements are
welcome, as are photographs and illustrations. Closing date for
contributions is the first Tuesday of the month. Send contributions to
publications@st4wdc.com.au.

Property Coordinator:
Rob Donaldson
(property@st4wdc.com.au)

Trips and Events

Public Relations Coordinator:
TBA
(public@st4wdc.com.au)
Information Coordinator:
Matthew Maddigan
(information@st4wdc.com.au)
General Committee Members:

An important element, some may say the lifeblood, of the Club is our
trips and events calendar. Any member can run a trip or event once
approved by the Committee, it’s a very rewarding experience.
If you’ve been thinking of booking a trip or event, head to the How to
Book for a Trip section of the website where you will find step by step
instructions. You can propose your trip or event using the Online
Form and there is a wealth of material in the Information for Trip
Leaders page and also from experienced trip leaders who are always
keen to help you run your trip or event successfully.

Francoise Zaalen-Arbaut
(general1@st4wdc.com.au)

Club Bank Account

Michael Kerr
(general2@st4wdc.com.au)

Membership fees are paid through the Club’s website. For other financial
transactions, the Club’s bank account details are:

Scott Grogan
(general3@st4wdc.com.au)

Bank:

Bank Australia

Account Name:

ST4WDC

Michael Loberger
(general4@st4wdc.com.au)

BSB Number:

313 140

Account Number:

1213 0617

When transferring payments
please include your name and
the reason for the transfer, e.g.
“J Smith clothing”, “J Smith
renew 2021”, etc.

Code of Ethics

Four Wheel Drive Australia Code Of Ethics
ST4WDC is affiliated with Four Wheel Drive Australia and we promote responsible four
wheel driving. We should all observe and support this Code of Ethics. Remember, image
is difficult to change.
•

Obey the laws and regulations for Recreational Vehicles that apply to public lands.

•

Respect the cultural, heritage and environmental values of public/private land, by
obeying restrictions that may apply.

•

Respect our flora and fauna. Stop and look, but never disturb.

•

Keep to formed vehicle tracks.

•

Keep the environment clean. Carry your own, and any other, rubbish out.

•

Keep your vehicle mechanically sound and clean to reduce the environmental impact.

•

Adopt minimal impact camping and driving practices.

•

Seek permission before driving on private land. Do not disturb livestock or watering
points, leave gates as found.

•

Take adequate water, food, fuel, basic spares and a first aid kit on trips. In remote areas
travel with another vehicle and have Royal Flying Doctor Service, or equivalent
emergency contact by radio or satellite.

•

Plan ahead and lodge trip details with a responsible person.

•

Enjoy your recreation and respect the rights of others.

•

Support four-wheel drive touring as a legitimate family activity.

•

Consider joining an affiliated four-wheel drive Club.

This Code supports the National Recreational Four Wheel Drive Vehicle Policy.
Produced by Four Wheel Drive Australia in the interest of promoting responsible vehicle
use.
For advice and assistance in meeting the requirements of this Code of Conduct contact
the Secretary
©Four Wheel Drive Australia, August 2010
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President’s Report
Andy Squire
Another month has rolled round. Autumn is here and winter is fast approaching.
Environmentalists and social scientists call this the time of the ‘Great Migration’. When a
large number of our members pack up and head north for warmer territories. It’s on my
plans again this year, so hopefully border and travel restrictions don’t bite again. I guess we
will only be a few of the many nomads since overseas travel is still out, and a huge number
of people are now looking to holiday locally (well…. In Australia somewhere). If you are
heading off over winter, travel safe.
I was trolling through early editions of the Club magazine trying to find inspiration for
something to write, and it looks to me like there are two recurring themes. First is that
Presidents have always struggled to write something stimulating and interesting to get your
attention (we try, but we’re not authors or journalists; give us a bit of a break). And second,
there has been a constant call to the membership to engage with the Club. This could be as
simple as giving feedback to the committee on what you want from the Club, participating
in Club administration, or leading a trip.
In 2006, the then President wrote, “I would like to ask all members to think about the Club
for a few minutes, particularly what the Club means to you and your life style”. He then
went on to point out the benefits and opportunities presented by the Club (too many to
repeat here), and followed up with “I invite you to remember the last time you actually did
something for your club”. It was an interesting article and reinforced that this Club is run
by members for members, but needs the input of all the members to enable us to make it
what you want.
In my view, this Club is based on 3 T's; Trips, Training and Talooge. Trips includes social
events, but the key differentiating factors between us and other clubs in the ACT and
southern NSW are Talooge and the level and quality of Training we provide.
Training and Talooge may encourage members to select our Club, but members will really
only remain long term if they enjoy the social aspects and are able to participate in
trips. Our Club runs a lot of trips, but they always fill quickly and members are always
looking for more. I think we have about 10 or so ‘active’ trip leaders in the club, (I will
undoubtedly be corrected on this at the next meeting, but some are more active than others),
but they can’t be relied on to provide regular trips for over 250 owner members.
To try and increase the number of trip leaders and the variety and frequency of trips, there is
a workshop for existing trip leaders being held in the next couple of weeks, and then on the
5 June there is a new Trip Leader’s Training Workshop. Have a serious think and come
along in June; it will provide you all the knowledge you need to lead a trip, and some good
ideas for locations. Then you may be able to lead a trip; it’s not hard, even I can do it.
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President’s Report
Andy Squire
Ok, soap box over. Moving on. Normal stuff. Planning for the 4WD Spectacular is
continuing, we had another successful Basic Driver Training Course and Basic Winching
course, there are a number of trip reports later in the magazine, and the NSW ACT 4WD
Quarterly Meeting is next weekend and we will have a number of Delegates attending.
Maybe my whole President’s Piece should be that short every month (?!?). Lorem ipsum
dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. Proin molestie fringilla ante vel lacinia. That
has absolutely no relevance, and I have no idea what it means. I just thought I’d throw it
in to see if you had actually bothered to read this far. And as a bit of a filler. I really have
nothing else this month, so now I’ll finish.
See you on the tracks, and remember: Swearing after hurting yourself can reduce the pain
by up to 50%. Swear on.
[Hey Andy, my best stab having researched this phrase extensively and applied my broad
knowledge of such things is: “Hello world! I’ve come to cancel meals. Fresh avenging
troops can be more expensive than a developer installing a gate. Consequently, my
employee the small bird is known to wear a dress.. Ed]
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Letter from the Editor
Winter is coming!!.. Some of you may recognise this phrase from a popular TV series and
others perhaps not, though its fair to say never a truer word spoken. With night time temps
getting down around the “0” mark on the old thermometer its time to break out the –10
degree sleeping bags, 12v electric blankets, hot water bottles, and puffy jackets once more.
Its also time to look forward to sitting round a raging campfire and perhaps a trip or two up
into the snow. In fact there’s one on the trips and events calendar already.
Several hardy souls ventured out to Talooge over the weekend of 17th and 18th April to
tend to some much needed maintenance, and cut in a new track. Mobile Hill, as its been
dubbed, takes you up the hill from the clubhouse to our boundary where you will likely
discover that your mobile phone actually works again!! Various other tasks including
weeding, cutting firewood for the coming months, setting out a few new level campsites,
track clearing, etc. Thanks to all who participated.
The Driver Training Unit successfully ran a Sand and Water Course in April, and Basic
Winching Course and a Basic Driver Training Course early this month. Thanks to all our
volunteer driver trainers who put in the hard yards to deliver great training programs for
Club members.

There are also several interesting trip reports to read including Fraser Island, the Long
Broken Powerline, Two Thumbs at Easter, and some words from the participants in the
various training courses run over the last month.
I hope you find the content interesting.
Happy Trails, Matt
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Trip Report - The Long Broken Powerline
Having not done
powerline before I
was keen for the trip
and get onto some
tracks that I wouldn’t
do without others,
didn’t expect to do
the damage for the
day 100m into the
track!
Learned a bit about
the amount of right
foot needed, and also
added some items to
the kit bag following
the event!
Super keen to do the
track again in the dry
and see how far we
can get, but good
effort for the day
given the conditions.
Pictures don’t do the
conditions justice,
very slippery!
Appreciate the crew
help getting the wheel
changed over so we
could continue, and
hats off to Shakey for
organising
Dave Hearne
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Trip Report - The Long Broken Powerline
A soggy start saw only the dedicated few assemble
under heavy skies. A quick team meeting about the
likely conditions was met with unanimous…let’s
have a crack! Another half hour down the road we
turned onto the first of the day’s tracks under the
powerlines. The early going was ominous given the
trials and tribulations of the first 100m. First of two
tyre changes on track, a little further along and the
snatch strap was deployed and some alternate track
choices necessary. As the rain continued to fall and
the first track became impassable, so we turned
back and headed for firmer ground and lunch at
Flea Creek. The rain made for very slippery, but a

fun run back towards
home. 4 hours driving
followed by 5 hours
cleaning!
Thanks to Shakey and
the team for the laughs
and fun for the day.
Brett Smith
The wet day trip to the Powerlines
track was fabulous. Going no farther
than one kilometre, in rain, slipping,
sliding, popping tyres and just unable
to get any traction was fantastic.
You must organise a dry run just to give
us all an appreciation of the track.
Thanks for organising it and my hands
are up for the next one.
Cheers, Siva Poobalasingam
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Trip Report - The Long Broken Powerline

I enjoyed the drive through the Brindabella's. I have not previously driven the power line
trails. I was able to experience the difficulty of the terrain and weather conditions.
The different levels of driver experience on the day and vehicles allowed me to witness
how people would approach the driving of the tracks and obstacles. I enjoyed the day
greatly. The down side was a ripped tyre.
The day was a great time and place to meet people and talk about driving. I look forward
to more club activities.
The lesson that was learnt was
regardless of training and
experience, you will always
learn something new when off
road driving with other drivers.
Regards, Shea O Jost
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Trip Report - Two Thumbs at Easter
This was the first time I have been to Two Thumbs
and I must admit I was very impressed. There were
no animals there, but the enclosures were very
impressive. The interesting point I noticed was
where we camped, this was a great spot until sun
up when the Cockatoos flew around and around the
camp site making an enormous racket to remind us
that this was there turf and to bugger off.
I was impressed with the swimming hole and
waterfalls on the Bredbo river. Looking to going
back again to clear the dead trees besides the
tracks.
Michael P
I arrived at Two Thumbs on Saturday morning after
a delayed start due to a leaking/mouldy camper
trailer and dragging a tent instead. The crew had set
up on an open area with good views across the
valley to the east and were furiously relaxing,
enjoying the warm sunny weather.
Andy kindly took me on a tour of the site and
pointed out the site suggested by James (the owner)
as our camp spot as well as the (empty) wombat
enclosure the club built back in November. Whilst
it had brilliant views out to the Snowy Mountains
to the west I think the advantages of the more open
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Trip Report - Two Thumbs at Easter
site was obvious and the proximity of
the amenities was a plus.
On Sunday morning the group decided
on a short trip out to Tuross Falls in
nearby Deua National Park. We headed
out in fine sunny weather past Peak
View, on to Numeralla and as we got
on to the Tuross Falls Rd we found the
road closed. So a slight "course
realignment" was required. A quick
dash to a point of reception enabled
Andy to find the parks website and
determine the whole area was closed
so we decided to head back to camp
after a lunch break. As a consolation
we later decided to explore some of the
tracks on the Two Thumbs site.
The highlight was heading down the
back of the property to some of the
areas that were hit hard by the January
2020 fires. The regrowth was
encouraging, although learning on a
later trip that trees not showing
epicormic regrowth from the top of the
tree were unlikely to survive it will be
interesting to see what the site is like
in a few years. The river was flowing
strongly in the valley and from our
cliff top viewing platform we were
able to spot a platypus swimming in
one of the large pools. It disappeared
quickly but the glimpse was enough to
get everyone excited. We wandered a
little further to the back boundaries of
the sanctuary and found some very
overgrown tracks that linked to a
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Trip Report - Two Thumbs at Easter
return track. In the process of
negotiating these very steep and
heavily side angled tracks our
leader's vehicle managed to pick up a
stick in the side wall and the group
swung into action to change the tyre.
All in all a good training exercise.
The next morning again was again
glorious after a little fog. The
cockatoos must have realised it was no
longer daylight saving time and only
started screeching around 7.00am
instead of dawn.
It was a very relaxing weekend and I
hope we get to come back, even if it is
on a working bee.
Rob C
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Our Club Sponsors

Mark and Nicole Roberts have been Battery
World Franchisees since 2004. Apart from selling a huge range of batteries they also specialise
in auto electrical service, dual battery systems,
solar installations, plus camper trailer, and van
setups.
They will also come to you and test fit a new
battery to get you on your way ASAP. Their off

The folks at Monaro Off Road Centre have been long time supporters and members of
our club, and look after the vehicles of many of our members. Michael and Rod can
look after you with all vehicle servicing, repairs, pre-purchase inspections, trip preparation, new car warranty servicing, and a free courtesy car on request. They can supply
Southern Trails May 2021
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Our Club Sponsors

Welcome to Canberra’s specialist 4x4 & Auto accessories store. Whether it's towbars,
roof racks, or bull bars, we can assist you with all your 4WD and car accessory needs.
11 Kembla Street,
Fyshwick

68 Oatley Court
Belconnen

72 Dundas Court

9 Kemble Court

Phillip

Mitchell

Tyres & More is a national network of family-friendly tyre stores, offering you and your
family safety on the road through Quality, Service & Value. Safety and performance on
the road encompasses everything from good tyres to mechanical repairs and services.
Our aim is to offer Australians the most complete car care possible, from tyre needs to
safety examinations and accessories such as child restraints.

Many of our fantastic sponsors offer Club member discounts. Please ask at time of purchase.
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Trip Report - Basic Winching Course
The basic Winching course was a
great introductory to winching even
those with some experience. I found
the training delivered was very
informative and the trainers’
knowledge was above and beyond,
including:
Looking over the different
equipment and components used to
make up our different recovery gear,
•

Recommendations and other gear
that could be useful,
•

•

And new gear available.

We looked and range of techniques from the basic
straight line pull to a more difficult double line
pull, and even set up a more complex redirect
scenario (simulation only), with the big emphasis
on safety for the vehicle, driver, passengers and bystanders. Having control of an incident can make
the difference between as successful recovery and
an unsuccessful one. The Club’s method of
delivering training was fantastic as always,
knowledge and education supported with practical
hands on experience. A great morning and great
training. Thanks to all involved
Michael K
The training crew took the four of us on the recent
winching course at Talooge Park through some
basics of equipment and best practise when
equipping our vehicles for recovery and learning
essential skills. We were then split into two groups
for the practical elements of setting up recoveries
using our own vehicles and winches.
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Trip Report - Basic Winching Course
From what started as a mixed ability group we were
all carefully familiarised with how our winches
work and how to adopt basic procedures and
commands when winching and performing
recoveries. All thanks to Andy, Michael, and the
others from the training crew who watched over us
throughout the morning.
We finished off with a truly awesome demonstration
of how to lower a 3 tonne Ford Escape with a
simple strap wrapped around a tree and by simply
moving towards and away from the tree the vehicle
was lowered safely. Impressive. I’m now keen to get
into the next course to extend and improve my
knowledge.
Ethan
I fitted my winch over 2 years ago and have been
hoping to get to do this course so I could learn how
to use it. Thankfully this year the course went ahead
and I learnt how to use my winch before attempting
its use in front of the “Bourbon Swilling Bogans” as
Andy continuously referred to them. Learning the
techniques and being enlightened to the forces I
would be placing on my winch were invaluable. I
am sure without this course some very expensive
lessons would have been learnt. It was also great to
get our thinking caps on and set up a diversional
winch which again highlighted the forces at play
when winching.
Thank you to Andy and Michael for their time as
instructors, they are both very knowledgeable and
more than happy to impart that knowledge on us. It
is truly amazing that so much time is volunteered to
assist members of this club like me to learn to carry
out this pastime in a safe and informed way.
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Trip Report - Basic Winching Course
Thanks again to all the trainers that so
generously give their time.
Steve
In my experience a winch is:
1. a hauling or lifting device
consisting of a rope or chain winding
round a horizontal rotating drum,
turned typically by a crank or motor;
2. as I’ve recently learned, your
fourth-best way out of off-road
trouble; and also
3. as I’ve known for over a year, a
45kg GVM tax you pay to hang a cute
silver ‘my 4WD is serious’ hook from
your bull bar to be admired in
supermarket car-parks until the Covid
relents.
So I bought my first 4x4 in February
2020 as the bushfire smoke was
clearing but before anyone could yet
spell Covid. My winch went on in
March with the lift, new wheels and
bull bar, and by then I had already
joined ST4WDC, eager to learn all
about it.
There was a Plan y’see: get hands-on
training in basic off-road operation,
sand and water and basic winching in
as steady a fashion as I could manage.
Learn it all; learn it right; use it as you
learn it.
But then as we all know came Covid
lockdowns paralysing every sport and
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Trip Report - Basic Winching Course
social club in the country. For me, basic fourwheel training was delayed until August 2020,
Sand and Water followed in February of the next
year, and winching I booked for April in 2021. So
I’d been looking forward to these Club courses like
hugs with grandma – if grandma could piggyback
me and my camping gear across Tom Groggin,
then hug me out of the mud on a double line pull
with redirect.
And in fairness it wasn’t just the Covid, or that my
grandma is sadly deceased: Club policy is that you
need to spend at least a year with the Club before
doing a winching course and looking back I think
that’s wise.
Winching is essentially using heavy machinery to
get an awesomely agile, off-road truck to do
something its engineers were too sensible to let it do by itself. So if a 4WD is a portable
device for getting you into indefinite amounts of trouble, a winch is a force multiplier on
that, making the trouble even more dangerous and expensive than you thought it would be
when you started. Still, when you spend money on a new jackhammer it’s always
tempting to break it out over the Christmas
walnuts. Yet learn to crack the walnuts first and
you’ll learn you don’t need to blast the Makita into
the coffee-table and your home-life will be better
for it.
(Or that’s my guess, anyway. The truth is: our
gracious Education Coordinator just snarled at me
over email that I couldn’t do the bleeping winching
course until bleeping April 2021 so hold my
bleeping horses, and hold them I bleeping did.)
In fact, I therefore didn’t touch the winch in over a
year except once to attach the controller, pull out
some cable, wind it back and confirm that yes,
there was at least a metre of Dyneema attached to
that hook, and a motor hooked to the battery.
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But that was also a year ago, so imagine my
embarrassment when came the exciting day to
reattach that controller and uh…
Uh, yup. It definitely went in there somewhere.
On the left…
Or maybe the right?
There was definitely a sort of… rubber plug, I
swear.
At this point I would like to thank the handful of
instructors who reached in to my
bumper looking knowledgeable and
confident, and managed to withdraw
their hand with controller not yet
plugged, still nodding sagely as though
watching different hands go into and
out of a bumper hole repeatedly were
an essential part of my training.
Until Pelican reached in and snapped
things off until one of them was the
rubber plug hiding the controller
socket. (Thank you Pelican! You just
keep on doing you, man.)
Anyway, in half a day, what I learned was:
1. Winching is a subdiscipline of mechanical

engineering, which means you need to remember
high school triggergnomistry;
2. A lot of people fail triggergnomistry in high

school, and a lot more worked hard to pass it and
immediately forget it;
3. Having completed a PhD in math won’t actually

save you from this shame;
4. Regardless, nobody brings a Protractor to a

Winching;
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Trip Report - Basic Winching Course
5. Look: it comes

down to
memorising the
mass ratings of
each and every
thing you rig up,
triple your curb
weight for mud,
stay the hell out of
the way under
tension and for
pity’s sake never
let any angle be shallower than that of your elbow with a schooner half-way to your
mouth;
6. Also: despite buying a 45kg winch to haul you over obstacles you can’t drive up, a

50kg woman can let your fourby back down the hill one-handed on a purple extension
strap wrapped thrice around a tree, while wearing a white kid-skin glove like Michael
Jackson demonstrating Abseiling to a Morris Dancer. Finally
7. In the excitement, that controller you finally plugged into the rat-hole in your bumper
needs to come out again before you dunk your car in ARB Crossing en route back to
camp.
In short, I’m awed, inspired, edified, crestfallen, daunted, edumercated, now more than
halfway dangerous with a hook and tree-trunk protector, and thank our club’s
nerdstructors who clearly: a) know what they’re doing; b) have a lot more they’re capable
of teaching; and c) love the Dyneema Macrame more than is probably healthy.
Mark G
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Trip Report - Sand and Water Course
While I may grumble about two
early starts for my Water and
Sand training, it has to be under
my breath as the training team
were there waiting for us, and
on the 1st day up to their waists
in cold water, and had a long
day ahead of them. I am always
impressed by Joe, Bron and the
training team - their
commitment to delivering high
quality training, the time in
preparation and delivery really
impress. I came out of the
weekend with once again huge
confidence in my vehicle and
after failing to put the car into
lower lock 4wd both days a
little less confidence in myself.
Putting aside my shortcomings
I will feel more comfortable
judging water crossings and
getting myself out of the sand
when bogged.
Tom B
What a great experience it was
doing the sand and water
course. Getting to experience
the conditions with
knowledgeable instructors to
guide you is invaluable. We
certainly would have got into
trouble if we came across the
conditions for both sand and
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Trip Report - Sand and Water Course
water on my own, but we now
have the confidence and
knowledge to assess the
conditions and make an
informed decision. We owe a
huge thanks to all the instructors
that have given up yet another
weekend to benefit people like
us. Note to self; question Andy
to ensure he understands how I
will interpret the instructions he
is giving me.
Steve P
Some key highlights of the
water and sand course for
me were:
•

Having the prep night a
couple of weeks before the
course and time to prepare
the vehicle is a brilliant idea.

•

Testing the seal on the
snorkel proved interesting as
4.5l of V8 tried to suck the
skin off my hand before
stalling. At least I was
confident no water would
enter through the airbox.

•

On the preceding days to the
course, willy weather got a
workout as news of an
Antarctic front approached.

•

Safe fording depth for me is
willy height. I was glad the
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Trip Report - Sand and Water Course
river was reasonably warm and
that the wind had died down.
Surprise how a hunk of steel
floats and a little current is
enough to push the vehicle
around.
•

No need for speed to create
and sustain a bow wave.
•

On loose sand 12psi is
unstoppable and rocking back
and forth saves your back
setting up recovery equipment.
•

It was great to re-enforce
snatching techniques from basic
training in a live situation.
I take my hat off to the training
team for their efforts putting
three groups through and still
maintaining their enthusiasm
till the end.
Jerry
It was a great course as I learnt
how to use the water bra
correctly and learnt that I need
to walk the river before driving
through it and what to look for.
During the sand course I learnt
I lot of different techniques like
going forward and backwards
to pack the sand and learnt how
to use the recovery board. I
found it was a good refresher
on the recovery gear that I
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Trip Report - Sand and Water Course
don’t get to use much, such
things like joining a snatch
straps.
Thanks, Luke
I have to admit that dunking my
new-bought fourby in hip-deep
water, and burying it to the
exhaust in knee-deep sand
aren’t experiences I’d normally
seek for their own sakes. In
fact, when I thought of what
else you wouldn’t normally do
on one weekend with a vehicle
you meant to drive to work on
Monday, I was a little
disappointed that ST4WDC
didn’t offer a Volcano
Summiting course too, as part
of some Lunacy Trifecta: raging
water entrée, knee-deep sand
for mains and finally, scalding
pumice under raining ash for
dessert!
For me, the compelling reason
to take this course is because I
don’t want to spend large
amounts of time tea-bagging
my vehicle’s airways and
electronics in Australia’s
hydrology, and vacuuming our
vast country’s loose geology
from my vehicle’s interior.
But Australia’s tracks aren’t
exactly made to order. You get
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Trip Report - Sand and Water Course
what you get, and it can change seasonally – even
daily in some places. And when conditions aren’t
what you expected it’s not always logistically
feasible – or even physically possible – to turn
around and go some other way. So knowing how to
cross water and drive sand safely can be like
learning CPR: you can choose to learn it not
because you hope to rush out and use it, but
because you don’t want to be caught out if using
these skills is the safest way to do deal with a
situation you didn’t expect.
(And in my case I enjoy backroad bikepacking,
kayaking, and scuba. And camping in deserts. And
I can first-hand attest that these pastimes will at
times feature water and sand…)
Anyway, staged over two weekend day-trips in two
locations, this course was organised thoughtfully
and carefully… and with all the Covid backlog, it
wasn’t well attended so much as mobbed, with
three sessions from morning to late afternoon on
both days.
In my day-job I’m something of a Project
Management nerd, and as with the club’s ‘Safe
One’ course, I found the club’s preparation and
organisation impressive.
Water Crossing training was held on the Saturday
at a river which had become swift and swollen
from the previous week’s rains, so the exercises
were replanned at short notice. Which they needed
to be, because different parts of the same river
offered conditions ranging from ‘educational and
sobering’ to ‘wrecking of bank balance and
straining of marriage’ – all scant meters apart. To
protect students and their Rides of Choice from
such misery were the Human Bollards of at least
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eight volunteer
instructors looking
like fly fishers
auditioning as airport
marshals, flagging
students about hither
and yon as they stood
hip-deep in waders.
Also impressive was
the rapid response
when one student
zigged instead of
zagging, instantly
turned the vehicle
into a gurgling
paddle-wheeler, and
was snatch-strap
rescued in about
ninety seconds flat
(before anyone could
come up with a song
about Mississippi
Queens.)
On the following day,
Sand Driving training
was held at the banks
of the Shoalhaven
River. Since the
location was obscure
and might have lost
some students to
individual
navigation, this
training was
conducted in two
stages: a convoy
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from Bungendore, followed by
the training itself. This training
was conducted in student pairs,
which allowed specific
attention to the individual
vehicle’s performance on sand
and specific student needs.
On both days, the training was
very safety-focused on safety
with a big emphasis on
preparedness. I loved it both for
the utility of the skills and the
quality of the education. From
my own experience and what I
saw of other students I think the
training was valuable and
effective.
So what have I learned that will
change the way I drive?
Some things I already knew
from scuba and kayaking: water
doesn’t have to be very fast or
very deep to be dangerous.
Even a hip-deep 3kt (5kph)
flow can get us in trouble, and
we saw and felt this first-hand.
It was indeed educational and
sobering, and I don’t believe
it’s easy to learn how to drive
safely and sensitively against
water pressure without actually
doing so under adult
supervision, so I very much
appreciated the guided walk
through the river beforehand
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along with a chance to drive
and turn against different kinds
of pressures and depths.
Instruction in vehicle
preparation was more than
valuable: I think it’s critical.
Some things I had less clue
about: I know from backroad
bikepacking how important tyre
pressure is when riding over
sand, but the feel of nearly
three tonnes moving over sand
is totally different to what I’ve
experienced on a bike. Finding
the right tyre pressure and
speed needs different intuitions,
and conditions can change
constantly which means that
eventually, some stuckedness is
inevitable. Thinking through
recoveries, practice in digging
out, track-building, tractionboards and snatch-rescues were
very welcome.
But also significant to me was the sheer
turn-out of instructors, and their
diligence, commitment and energy over
these two days. Those were long days
and a lot of students to bring focus and
energy to, but for me at least, very much
appreciated.
Mark G
Having attended the information night
for this course and spending the time to
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water proof my car as much as
possible, I was a little unsure on
what to expect driving through
water knowing the horror
stories you hear. But on the day
the training was good as it
involved both the practical
sense of driving through the
river as well as the theory side
of walking and assessing the
situation prior. I was glad they
told me to attend the second
group as the water was a little
fresh although the day was sunny, but
not hot. My car seemed to perform
well and the new training format and
location seem to work well for all
involved.
The sand driving course the next day
was a ripper, with the location chosen
a great place on the Shoalhaven river.
I spent the first 15min just absorbing
the scenery prior to being told to get
the vehicle on the sand. The training
was very heavy in the practical sense
of getting the car bogged and then out
based on certain techniques. I must
admit, I’d forgotten some of the
recovery terms and process when
using recovery gear, but the trainers
were quick to remind me. But like any
training I’ve conducted with the Club,
the atmosphere and vibe within the
team is great, their knowledge and
experience is fantastic and the little
things you pickup from the training
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are the actions you take with you
whenever out in the 4WD world. Such
valuable information and experience.
Would recommend this training to
anyone with a 4wd. I would consider
it almost mandatory.
Adrian
After a number of cancellations in
2020 due to Covid and bushfires, the
2021 water crossing and sand driving
course was worth the wait. The driver
training unit (DTU) did a thoroughly professional job
organising three groups to run through in relay with a short gap
between on both days. The water crossing offered an excellent
teaching base as the water was flowing quite fast and was deep.
The water walk was quite refreshing but understanding issues
around flow, depth and river bed were well demonstrated by
the conditions. After walking the crossing the vehicles were
rigged for crossing with water blinds and recovery straps (in
case of a mishap midstream) and air pressures reduced. All was
going well until the time to start the engines and form up in
line – turned the ignition – nothing – battery dead – whilst the
rest were starting to cross we attached
the jumper leads and still nothing –
another set of leads and success.
Thankfully ,I still had enough time to
do the water crossings and I was not
the worst when it came to the wash
wetting Duck’s boots. A quick check
of the air filter (thankfully dry) and
then time to inflate the tyres to drive
home – hose on air compressor broke
(not my day really). Borrowed another
compressor, inflated and got home in
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time to get a new battery and air hose
for the sand crossing on Sunday.
We meet on Sunday morning
proceeded in convoy for the sand
driving. As we arrived I was flagged
down by a camper and asked which
club we were with. He had watched
the first group complete their sand
driving and was very impressed with
how the Club ran the training (he
belonged to another club on the south
coast which did not run such thorough
training). The training was with two
trainers to two cars which is an
excellent ratio for learning and asking
questions. Several techniques were
used for recovering from being
bogged and perhaps most importantly,
the value of dropping the tyre
pressures. I would like to thank the
DTU; this Club is very well served by
the volunteers who provide
professional training with good
humour and patience ensuring
everyone gets to understand the
message and why it is important. If
you have not done the water and sand
course yet – look out for the next one
– it is well worth the wait.
Neil
The training commenced with an
evening of information/theory. Joe
plus other Club members and trainers
shared tips and advice of how to
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prepare the car. During the evening we
had a couple of entertaining videos of
what not to do, just to reinforce the
risks and dangers of water crossing.
Back home I applied these
recommendations and I found out that
my snorkel was leaking. On the first
day of training we met at the river
bank, where the water was running
nicely, the scenery was beautiful, and
crispness to the air. All was set for a
great few hours of fun until we got
told we had to walk across to check
the depth, potential hazards in the
river bed and of course the current
strength. The water was cold. Very
cold. After assessing the crossing and
installing the water bra, I completed
the first crossing following the
directions from the intrepid training
instructors who were in the water
guiding us through. We did a few
crossings following different paths
with no major issues.
The next day, after meeting in
Bungendore we drove to the sand.
There we were divided into groups of
two cars and two instructors. Under
the guidance of Joe and Matt W, Greg
and I did many recoveries using
multiple methods and equipment.
I would like to thank the instructor
team for their time and knowledge
during these two days.
Cheers, Alain
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I had a great weekend. Unfortunately,
during one of the water crossings, I
was so conscious of making the proper
bow wave and looking closely at the
bonnet of the BT50, I forgot to look at
where I was going. Thanks to some
clever footwork of Michael P in the
water and Duck moving his chair , I
avoided both and got into deep water
quite literally. I kept heading towards
the bank with water over the bonnet.
Of course as I had attended the
preliminary information night and was
told many times by Joe to block the
duck bill in the air filter container, I
foolishly forgot meaning the air filter
was saturated. Luckily no water got to
the engine but that was the end of my
day in the water. Thanks to the
knowledge of the trainers, I didn’t
need a complete engine rebuild and
have the confidence and knowledge to
attempt further Crossings.
The next day I felt safer driving in
sand even though I had hastily bought
a new air filter in case of water. Again
the training was thorough, getting
bogged and lowering my tyres down
to 10psi to get moving, using Maxtrax,
and finally using a snatch strap safely.
Thanks to all the trainers for such a
thorough course and an enjoyable
weekend.
Kevin
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After ordering 2 rated recovery points
and a snorkel for my fairly new DMAX a month before the course, 1
recovery point and snorkel arrived and
were fitted a week before the course
(phew!).
The next decision was whether to
invest in some waders for the river
crossing on day 1 (which I didn’t) –
and judging by a couple of failures of
the Instructors’ waders, I was happy to
just get my feet and leggings wet
checking the water depth and river bed
condition before we tackled driving
across it. It was a great experience
with so many human bollards to guide
us unerringly to and fro a number of
times across the river – well – most of
us anyway. It was a credit to the
Instructors (particularly Joe for the pre
-course information night) for their
advice on preparation of both our
vehicles and the rescue vehicle (which
made a couple of unscheduled rescues
run like a well-oiled machine).
The following day was a pleasant
drive out in convoy to a location
where there was plentiful super soft
deep sand. I learnt that it is always
helpful to release the handbrake before
attempting to drive on sand – no
matter what the tyre pressure!
Apart from that, it was really
interesting experimenting with
lowering the tyre pressure gradually to
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compare how our vehicles handled each change.
We had some practice revising snatch rescues and
another lesson learnt was that an impromptu rolled
up cardboard box works well in lieu of a stick
when joining 2 snatch straps.
Like the initial training course, the quality of
instruction was absolutely superb and so
professional. The whole weekend really boosted
my confidence in how to prepare my vehicle and
drive it safely both through water and on sand. Our
Club is truly blessed to have such dedicated
capable people to teach skills such as this. It would
have been a really long weekend with 3 groups to
run, one after another on both days, not to mention
the amount of preparation involved so a huge thank
you to each and every one of you. Alex N
Had a great weekend learning the
finer arts of sand and water driving.
This included having the correct setup
(no 'tarp' on the front!) for crossing
rivers, and making sure you could
master the art of getting out of axledeep sand. Really invaluable
guidance by the trainers as always
(amazing they do it for free!). It's
taught me skills I'll definitely take on
future adventures and probably most
importantly I know not to panic, but
instead assess my options when faced with water, or the car stops moving in sand ;) Even
got to dig my back wheels in so I could be pulled out, fun!
Definitely recommend both parts of the course for those considering it, and gave me a
good understanding of how to use my recovery gear properly.
Will be booking into future courses.
Brendan
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I'm so glad that I nominated for this
course. Following the information
night, where we were told about the
things we needed to check before the
driving portion, I checked my snorkel.
I covered the intake and it was like an
asthmatic at a running festival. I
opened up the bonnet and found that it
had become detached at the junction
with the air box. A tube of Sikaflex, 30
minutes, and clothing stuck to
unmentionable places later and the
snorkel was doing what it was designed to do. I
was now ready to take the plunge, literally! A
happy consequence was that my over heating
issues appear to have disappeared.
Many thanks for getting us all organised.
Greg A
A great couple of days learning what to do and
most importantly what Not to do with all things
water and sand driving. Thoroughly enjoyed
bobbing and weaving through the human buoys
(pun intended) and girls and received both
approbation and praise from Duck. On the Sunday
kept my feet well and truly dry while playing in the sand. Great learnings and thanks to
all for support.
Mike Z
The sand driving and water crossing course was really well run over two days, and was
clearly a huge effort by all of the trainers to get so many students through. I learnt a great
deal on sand driving and sand recovery techniques in particular. Thanks heaps to the
trainers and organisers for putting so much work into this event.
Gerard
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I really enjoyed and learned a
lot at the sand and water
driving course. The refreshing
morning walk through the river
was a valuable experience. I
will definitely go out of the car
and walk before future river
crossings after seeing how
diverse the conditions can be
within a few meters. I feel more
confident after learning how to
prepare the vehicle and check
after a river crossing. Sand
driving was heaps of fun and good to practice
different recovery techniques. Thanks to all the
trainers who made this course happen!
Matthias
What a great weekend of training. Starting with
the water course - the day started out cold but
turned it on for us. I enjoyed and learnt a lot about
the importance of the preparation in setting up my
vehicle and myself before entering the water. The
location was good as it gave us several different
experience in depths, rocky/ sandy bottom and
direction. The following day we headed to the
sand. Great afternoon learning about tyre pressures,
the use of traction boards , rocking back and forth
to create a bigger platform and recovery by another
vehicle. A big thank you to all the trainers for
giving up their time and knowledge to further my knowledge. Can't wait to travel to do
some beach driving.
Thanks again,
Daniel D.
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I was damn lucky to land a spot on the course as second
alternate, I even got to thank one of the unfortunate
members that had to withdraw. When a work colleague
informed me of his misfortune, I couldn’t supress my joy in
letting him know that I was likely the beneficiary of his
misfortune… thanks again Mick D!
After an excellent theory session, necessary vehicle
preparation and river inspection (‘cause “if you can’t walk
it, don’t cross it!”), group two lined up to plunge our
vehicles into the River and I was most definitely nervous. I
did NOT want to take out a valuable “bollard”, but those
brave instructors just keep waving you toward them until
the last second when they signal a turn and trust you won’t
take them out or fill their waders with your bow wave. Of
course, you make it through with ease… but mostly
because of the all the great training you’ve received. Due to
the high flow, we weren’t able to drive far along the river
but the snaking crossing seemed more fun and provided for a great learning experience as
the water hit us from all angles. Not a drop in the car or the airbox and minimal
penetration under the hood, my engine bay was drier than Ducks boots, I saw to that!
What a great day and fantastic work by all the instructors especially Joe who managed to
make himself heard over Yana’s constant offers of Tim Tams and lollies.
Weird that I ended up with a Pelican and a Duck in my car on the Sand course and not on
the Water course!? Day two, a day on the beach, less nervous but nevertheless feeling
some trepidation, would this be just another day on the shovel? Thanks to those low tyre
pressures we initially found it difficult to get bogged without a bit of purposeful effort.
The FWD-REV shuffle manoeuvre, to get out of a sandy bog, was a revelation, so
effective and so much easier than getting out and shovelling. I’ve never had the tyre
pressures so low, once again it was great to be able to gain experience in a safe and
supportive environment. Then there are the bonus lessons that you don’t have to learn the
hard way, like avoiding cooking your transmission fluid and keeping clear of the blow-in
drifting all over the sand at full throttle and full tyre pressures.
A cracker of a weekend with perfect weather and lovely people which all ended with Yana
taking the wheel and tearing it up on the sand before crossing the River with a perfect
bow wave and huge smile on her face. A massive thank you to all of the instructors,
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you’re a wonderful crew and
the library of knowledge that
you so generously and liberally
share is very much appreciated!
Michael S
Thanks to all the trainers that
facilitated the two day Sand and
Water course. Whilst dodging
human bollards is amusing, the
lessons learnt and experienced
gained in both Sand and Water driving is invaluable. I highly recommend this course for
all members.”
Cheers, Stuart W
Another fantastic learning opportunity and easy to see why it is hard to snag a place on
the sand and water course. Invaluable insights from experienced trainers in a controlled
environment. A brisk morning to be wading through some pretty fast flowing water, but
well prepped vehicles under watchful eyes provided the confidence to power through with
relative ease. Some very helpful tips and discussion around strategies if things don’t quite
go to plan, but the key take away was careful consideration, planning and preparation to
avoid such perils. The sand driving the next day was less serious and more fun with the
intent to get into trouble before
working on ways to get out.
More great tips and tricks to
recover (and be recovered) in
sand. Thank you once again for
the dedication from all the
trainers who continue to give
their time to ensure our time is
more enjoyable out on the
tracks. Another highly
recommended course.
Thanks. Brett
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Note that COVID-19 and other circumstances may affect this list. Please check
www.st4wdc.com.au and consult with the Trip Leader to confirm details before attending.
Members please note that the Club’s UHF channel is Channel 28.
Start

End

Activity

Type

Grade

15/May/21 15/May/21

Bubbles and Brushes Take 2

Social
Event

Not Required Lynne Donaldson

21/May/21 23/May/21

Safe One Basic Driver Training Course

Training Not Required Bronwyn Squire

29/May/21 29/May/21

Walk from Carillion via Jerrabomberra
Wetlands and back to Carillion

Social
Event

Not Required Andrea Szabo

29/May/21 30/May/21

Yalwal

Trip

Grade 5

Andy Wall

30/May/21 30/May/21

Brindabella Ramble

Trip

Grade 3

Michael Patrick

05/Jun/21

06/Jun/21

Trip Leader Workshop

Training Grade 3

Michael Patrick

26/Jun/21

26/Jun/21

Kowen forest day trip 3

Trip

Grade 4

Darren Miller

11/Jul/21

11/Jul/21

Exploring Cotter Tracks

Trip

Grade 3

Darren Miller

24/Jul/21

24/Jul/21

Cotter Night Drive

Trip

Grade 3

Darren Miller

31/Jul/21

01/Aug/21

Snow Camping Gungarlin River

Trip

Grade 4

Matthew Maddigan

Social
Event
Social
Event

Leader

01/Aug/21 01/Aug/21

Rose Pruning Workshop

06/Aug/21 06/Aug/21

The golden axxe rnd 3

08/Aug/21 08/Aug/21

Kowen forest day trip 4

Trip

14/Aug/21 15/Aug/21

Basic First Aid Training HLTAID003

Training Not Required Michael Patrick

15/Aug/21 15/Aug/21

Rose Pruning Workshop

Social
Event

18/Aug/21 18/Aug/21

Basic Driver Training 4WD Vehicle EvaluaTraining Not Required Bronwyn Squire
tion

21/Aug/21 22/Aug/21

Remote First Aid Training HLRAID005

Training Not Required Michael Patrick

28/Aug/21 28/Aug/21

OziExplorer, Hema Explorer Navigational
Workshop

Training Grade 3

08/Sep/21 12/Sep/21

Safe One Basic Driver Training Course

Training Not Required Bronwyn Squire

19/Sep/21 19/Sep/21

Brindabella Ramble

Trip
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Not Required Darren Miller
Grade 4

Darren Miller

Not Required Victoria Jewett

Grade 3

Michael Patrick
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Start

End

Activity

Type

Grade

Leader

25/Sep/21

26/Sep/21

Explore the Tracks of Abercrombie River
Nat Park

Trip

Grade 3

Michael Patrick

25/Sep/21

26/Sep/21

Brindabella Campout

Trip

Grade 3

Victoria Jewett

02/Oct/21

04/Oct/21

06/Oct/21

06/Oct/21

09/Oct/21

10/Oct/21

Bredbo Christmas Barn and Bredbo Hotel Trip

15/Oct/21

17/Oct/21

15/Oct/21

Running of the Sheep - October Long
Trip
Grade 1
Stuart Wallace
Weekend
Basic Driver Training 4WD Vehicle EvaluaTraining Not Required Bronwyn Squire
tion
Grade 2

Sue Phillips

Off Road Camper Trailer Workshop

Training Grade 3

Glen Watts

17/Oct/21

Chain Saw Awareness Training

Training Not Required Michael Patrick

15/Oct/21

17/Oct/21

Muster

Talooge
Grade 3
Muster

27/Oct/21

31/Oct/21

Safe One Basic Driver Training Course

Training Not Required Bronwyn Squire

05/Nov/21

07/Nov/21

Snovember Thermal Pools and Caves

Trip

Grade 3

Darren Miller

07/Nov/21

07/Nov/21

Brindabella Ramble

Trip

Grade 3

Michael Patrick

12/Nov/21

12/Nov/21

The golden axxe rnd 4

Social
Event

Not Required Darren Miller

20/Nov/21

21/Nov/21

45th Anniversary and Christmas get together in Kowen Forest

Social
Event

Grade 1

Sue Phillips

27/Nov/21

04/Dec/21

Vic High Country Ramble

Trip

Grade 4

Michael Patrick
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Social Club Update
45th Anniversary and Christmas Get together in Kowen Forest
A weekend getaway is being
planned for the 20-21st
November 2021 to Kowen
Forest to celebrate the Clubs
45th Anniversary and to get
together before Christmas.
We have exclusive access to the
camping areas in Kowen Forest
so members can come for the
day or camp overnight.
Campers will need to be
confirmed before the event.
This is a placeholder but keep your
eyes on the website and feel free to
nominate when the event is posted.
The Social Group will update details
once approved by the Committee.
Also note that the next meeting of the
Social Group is Tuesday 18 May at
6pm for a 7:00pm start at Raiders
Belconnen, 155 Hardwick Crescent
Holt.
This venue was chosen to give
our northern members a shorter
drive for a change.
The main focus of this meeting
will be to discuss and seek
ideas for the 45th Anniversary
event at Kowen Forest in
November.
Sue Phillips
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On 31st March after a mad rush to get all of our
work commitments completed, we left Canberra 90
minutes later than planned to head to our overnight
stay in Dubbo. After discovering that google maps
massively underestimated to trip time, we finally
pulled into Dubbo about 11:30pm. I then made a
further discovery that I'd forgotten to pack any
underwear for our 18 day road trip aside from what
I was wearing which made for an interesting few
days bearing in mind it was Good Friday the next
day so no shops open and thereafter we were
camping remotely for 3 nights.
We then travelled to the remote opal mining
community at Sheepyard NSW, camping at Scott's
family claim for 3 nights, with a couple of visits to
Lightning Ridge for the Easter festival. What a
unique experience we all had over the Easter
holiday weekend. Highlight for us was Yabbie
racing at 'The Club in the Scrub' where's Marks
Yabbie '2nd Breakfast' won his heat and gave him
the title of Yabbie Trainer Extraordinaire and
received an amazing trophy. What a fabulous
experience, thanks to Scott and his family for
allowing us to stay at their claim and have such a
unique experience.
Following a couple of days heavy rain whilst in
transit, we arrived on Fraser Island to beautiful
warm sunshine, with lots of excitement about our 4
nights on the island. And it certainly delivered.
Scott and Maryanne know Fraser Island like the
backs of their hands which really helped us feel
comfortable on this amazing island. There were so
many highlights - both of us getting to successfully drive Ngkala Rocks, seeing dingos,
Sandy Cape (pure white sand and bright blue sea), Lake Mackenzie from the ground and
air as we took a 15 minute scenic flight over the island, kms of beach driving, camping
fishing and sunrise over 75 mile beach, chilling out in Champagne Pools, and driving
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through sand so soft that it felt like we were skiing
through slushy snow....these name just a few of the
highlights over the 4 days and we were sad to leave
the island, but will be back.
To finish off the club trip we got to drive along
Rainbow Beach on another beautiful hot and sunny
day with lunch, some body surfing and a few beers
with great friends.
Thanks so much to Scott and Maryanne for leading
a fantastic and unique trip.
Lisa & Mark
When Scott proposed a trip to Lightning Ridge I
did a quick on line search for 'Is Lightning Ridge
worth visiting?' It provided references to black opal,
underground sculptures, bore baths, galleries,
jewellers and 'unique people.' It sounded great,
with the addition of the Ridge Easter Festival
providing an additional bonus, along with the
chance to spend time with some 'unique people'
from the Club!
The trip lived up to every expectation. The journey
to the Ridge was a good drive, with the country in
its best shape for years with record recent rainfalls as we drew closer to the Ridge we crossed the
swollen Barwon River on a road which was closed
a few days later. As we approached the Ridge,
Scott led us to his property out at the Sheepyards
Opal Field, about 80km from the Ridge and our
home for the next three nights.
The following days provided an eclectic mix of sights, sounds and activities. We visited
the Easter festival and enjoyed the atmosphere of a country town celebrating its mining
past. We took in the sights of the Ridge by following the 'car door tours' and put some
money into the local economy buying some food, coffee and opal. But for Julie and I the
highlights revolved around our time in the Sheepyards Opal Field. This area really is
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something special, a great reminder perhaps of how
Australia used to take risks, innovate and achieve
success despite a harsh and challenging
environment. While much of that has changed now
with regulation and safety standards, what remains
is a tribute to the past while providing a home and
vibrant community for those that remain. The
Glengarry Hilton and The Garwin (The Club in the
Scrub) were colourful establishments and gave us
the chance to spend quality time with some 'unique
people.' All in all, a great trip!
Tony and Julie Warren
This trip was a great way to experience the amazing
world of outback opal mining. Forget the reality TV
shows, and get out to Lighting Ridge. Scott and
Maryanne were amazing trip leaders and hosts even
serving desert each night (though I suspect Scott’s
contribution to these deserts was .... how do we say
this politely ..... secondary). The Campsite at the
“Grogan Claim” was fantastic, talk about 6 star
accommodation, it came with three toilets and a
shower (and in my case overhead cover and concrete
floor) - luxury. And two pubs within a kilometre of
the camp - real outback pubs that is, not your trendy
city bars. Scott and Maryanne also organised a visit
to an underground mine and to hot springs, this in
addition to the Easter festival activities in Lighting
Ridge made this a trip into outback culture. A
HUGH thanks to our fearless leaders for an
incredible job and a fantastic time, Cheers Dim
Thanks to Scott and Maryanne Grogan and Scott’s dad John for arranging this wonderful
bucket list trip! First stop Sheepyard which is about 80km west of Lightning Ridge. What
a Mad Max town of old vehicles and home-made machinery! Sheepyard holds a lot of
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history of long-gone opal miners and
their way of life. While we were there
we visited the Easter Festival in
Lightning Ridge and saw a different
side of this otherwise sleepy town. The
main street was closed and the locals
were selling everything opal related
you could think of.
Back at Sheepyard we attended the
annual yabbie races at the Club in the
Scrub in Grawin. Mark even has a
winners trophy for Show and Tell.
It was mandatory while we were in
Sheepyard to sample the wares of all
three drinking houses in the region so
we also visited the Glengarry Hilton
and the Sheepyard Inn – we were not
disappointed. We camped on John’s
opal lease and of an evening sat around
the campfire swatting mozzies, eating
Maryanne’s superb cooking and
enjoying each others company.
Following three fabulous days in
Sheepyard and with the OK from
Anastacia Palaszczuk we set off on the
very long journey to Frazer Island via
St George stopping off for a night just
outside Dalby at the Lake Broadwater
Conservation park.
Frazer Island – what an amazing place.
After watching various videos of people
getting into all sorts of trouble we
approached the Island with
trepidation. We didn’t need to worry as
we were in Scott’s capable hands.
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After disembarking
from the Manta-Ray
Ferry with 15psi in the
tyres we hit the
sand. It was like
driving on the highway
– 80km per hour and
mostly smooth. It was
strange to see speed
limit signs, trucks
passing and planes
landing all on the
beach we were driving
on. We even saw the
police conducting
random breath testing
on the beach.
You have to visit
Frazer Island to fully
appreciate the diversity
and beauty of the
Island. We drove from
the bottom of the
Island to the top
(125KM) all along the
beach, we tackled
Ngala Rocks without
incident – thanks to
Scotty’s great
tutorage. We drove
through lush
rainforests, heathland,
sand dunes and kauri
pine forests and we
swam in the most
pristine waters

Southern Trails May 2021

45

Trip Report
Lightning Ridge and Fraser Island
imaginable. And then of course there is
the dingos, whales, dolphins, birds,
cane toads and other wild life.
Thanks to all our travelling
companions. You were great company
and very entertaining. Thanks again to
Scott and Maryanne for all your
organizing, planning and for sharing
your vast knowledge of both
areas. Thanks again to John for letting
us invade his solitude and camp on his
opal lease.
Sheepyard and Frazer – we will be
back!
Sue and Rob Phillips
Thanks to the Grogan family for
letting us all stay at the sheepyards
claim
It was great to see the festival. From the
jackhammer holding, shovelling/wheel
barrow racing, but unfortunately swine
flue kept the piglet racing away.
The sheepyard pub's were great,
especially the yabby races.
Knowing that we have our own yabby
trainer. I'm looking forward to being
able to have yabby racing at Talooge in
the possible future lol.
But the mansqitos were so bad at the
Ridge they were able to suck blood
through T shirts! We weren't looking
forward to the biting insects on Fraser
Island, especially after dealing with the
mansqitos at the Ridge.
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Unfortunately for those who had been
taking Berocca for the last two weeks
we all got smashed anyway.
Well the Island didn't let us down either,
we saw lots of dingo's and great
locations to visit.
Fortunately there were lots of near
misses on the trip, from a roll over at
Nkgarla Rocks after we had been
through, a land slip at Inkskip point the
day after we were on it, and several roll
overs and boggings. Unfortunately we
also missed the 5 million lotto winner in Canberra!
Thanks for a great trip
Shakey
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ARB Crossing Cover - a water crossing bra
Suitable for all 4x4’s.
Not used as already have one.

$100.00
Contact: Rob Davidson 0428 223379

Pair of after market side steps for GU Patrol.
More robust than standard, but not sliders or jacking points.
Good condition. $50.00

Contact: Matt Warmington  0407 562 656  mattwarmo@gmail.com
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2008 TOYOTA LANDCRUISER CAB CHASSIS (DLS 05Y) & TRAYON CAMPER

Extras on vehicle include:
Bull bar, winch and side rails.

Bespoke steel tray, rubber tray mat.

Weather shields left & right.

Air conditioning & dual battery system.

ARB compressor in toolbox.

Full length shelf under tray & ladder rack.

80 Channel Icom CB roof mounted

CODAN H F Radio mounted behind seat.

NOW ARB roof rack.

4 toolboxes under the tray.

Full width tyre box, 2 tyres & tools.

Air bag assist suspension.

Daytime LED running lights.

Tow bar 50 mm SQ, lock, pin and bolt.

5 Mag Rim Highway tyres (continental)

Switched LED reverse / work light.

6 Steel Rim 4WD Cooper Discovery ST

TRAYON extras:
Extra power points & 12-volt outlets.
Corner bolsters & 2 ARB LED lights.
Canvas skirt, fly & awning (not in picture).

High density foam double mattress.
Extra new house batteries.
TRAYON Number 541.

Contact: David Campbell  0431 574 303  dcam77@netspeed.com.au
One owner since new. Cost over $125,000 to assemble. Low Km (under 122,000Km). NSW rego to 12/4/20.
Price Reduced!! - complete: $72,000 ONO (will consider selling the TRAYON separately)
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2006 Wandering Star Trailmaster
Off Road Camper Trailer.
Soft floor camper trailer. High quality Australian
made. Water and mildew proofed canvas. Rebound spring suspension, disk brakes and AT
tyres on 6 stud wheels.
•

100 Ah AGM battery

•

60l water tank and gauge

•

Swing out rear kitchen

•

Lockable cabinets with automotive seals

•

Boat and outboard racks

•

Full annexe.

•

Reg 10/2021

For more details on this model see http://
www.wanderingstar.com.au/trailmaster.html

$7,500
Contact: Matt Warmington
0407 562 656
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Club Clothing

The Clothing Store

New Pricing
Polo Shirts:
Chambery Shirts:
Winter Jackets
Hoodies:
Rugby Tops:
Caps:
Bucket Hats:
Beanies:
Badges (magnet):
Badges (pin):

$40.00
$50.00
$85.00
$50.00
$55.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$13.00
$10.00

Club clothing is available at Club Meetings,
or contact Francoise Zaalen-Arbaut at general1@st4wdc.com.au
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