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We gratefully acknowledge the support given to this magazine by our advertisers and 
encourage  our readers to support and patronise them whenever possible.  

General meetings are held at the Canberra Deakin Football Club, Grose St,  Deakin 
 at  7.30 pm on the second Tuesday of each month. 

 
 

Next Meeting 8 May 2012 
Guest Speaker: Bob,  KHA Adopt a Hut  

 
The deadline for material to be included in the next issue 

 of Southern Trails is the Friday following the General Meeting 
11 May 2012  

 

This month’s magazine has been compiled by Michael Patrick 
Cover photos are Abkaroola ridge & Harry Smiths hut 

 

  

The Editor 
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SOUTHERN TABLELANDS FOUR WHEEL DRIVE CLUB INC. 

Directory 

General Meetings are held at the 

 Canberra Deakin Sports Club, Grose St, Deakin  
at 7.30pm on the second Tuesday of each month. 

 

General Meetings are a focal point of the Club where members can meet 
and get information about past and future Club activities. Meetings are 
structured with a minimum of formality. Meetings regularly feature talks 
from experts on topics of interest ranging from vehicle mechanics to bush 
lore. Reports on past trips are presented and new trips are announced. Vis-
itors introduce themselves, there is a raffle with generous prizes and a 
coffee break for catching up with other members. Don’t forget to wear 
your name badge. 

Ideas for guest speakers are welcome. Contact Greg Taylor if you know 
of someone who could make an interesting and topical presentation. 
Many members gather before and after the meeting to enjoy a meal or 
drink at the Canberra Deakin Sports Club. 

Talooge Park 
Talooge is the Club’s 700+ ha bush block in rugged country east of 
Bredbo. It is used for club activities and members are welcome there for 
camping and enjoying the bush. Areas are set aside for basic bush camp-
ing. Some have firewood , but no other services – no water, no electricity, 
no phone, very limited mobile phone coverage.  
Pets and the discharging of firearms are not permitted on the property. 
Visitors should assume that they are solely responsible for their own well-
being and be conscious of the risks of fire, snakebite, etc. In an emergen-
cy, neighbours Mr Richie Southwell and his sons, can usually be contact-
ed using UHF ch 18. 
Members are urged to inform the Property Coordinator or President of 
their plans to visit Talooge as from time to time the club allows use by 
other organisations.  Your visit may also coincide with maintenance activ-
ities that may pose health hazards (for example, aerial weed spraying). 
You can then be informed if there are any issues to be aware or confirm 
combinations for locks to the property including our clubhouse. 

Publications 
Website www.st4wdc.org. The site is used to provide timely infor-
mation regarding Club activities and variations from previously an-
nounced plans. Especially, check for any last minute variations to 
trips you are undertaking. 
 
Southern Trails is the ST4WD Club monthly magazine.  
Trip reports, and articles that are relevant to Club members are welcome, 
as are photographs and illustrations.  
Closing date for all material is the Friday following the monthly meeting. 
Send contributions to publications@st4wdc.org 

President 
Greg Taylor 
6241 3547 
Email: president@st4wdc.org 
Vice President 
Marj Jones 
6284 3456     
Email: vpresident@st4wdc.org 
Secretary 
John Kjar 
6287 7574  0432  737 440 
Email: secretary@st4wdc.org 
Treasurer 
Phil Henderson 
Email: treasurer@st4wdc.org 
Past President, 
Rosemary Orr 
6241 0464       0414 568 358 
Email: ppresident@st4wdc.org  
Publications Coordinator 
Michael Patrick 
0412 377 941 
Email: publications@st4wdc.org 
Education Coordinator 
Peter Reynolds 
6251 1258      0428 623 458 
Email: education@st4wdc.org 
Membership Secretary  
Kim Pritchard 
0416 003 722 
Email: membership@st4wdc.org 
Events and Trips Coordinator 
Richard Brand 
0418 568 358 
Email: trips@st4wdc.org 
Property Coordinator 
Rob Tiele 
0406 377 527 
Email: property@st4wdc.org 
Public Relations Coordinator 
Rob Dobson 
0414 736 892 
Email: public@st4wdc.org 
General Members 
Ian Goodacre 
0457 168 402  
Email: ian@st4wdc.org 
Mark Pritchard 
0438 202 588 
Email: mpkc@tpg.com.au 
Lynne Donaldson 
0418 631 669  
David Whight 
0438 882 693 
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Code of Ethics 
These are the rules of conduct that we should all observe when using our vehicles in the bush. We should all 
take them to heart. Image is a difficult thing to change!!  
1. Obey the laws and regulations for Recreational Vehicles that apply to public lands. 
2. Respect the cultural, heritage and environmental values of public/private land, by obeying restrictions that 
may apply. 
3. Respect our flora and fauna. Stop and look, but never disturb. 
4. Keep to formed vehicle tracks. 
5. Keep the environment clean. Carry your own, and any other, rubbish out. 
6. Keep your vehicle mechanically sound and clean to reduce the environmental impact. 
7. Adopt minimal impact camping and driving practices. 
8. Seek permission before driving on private land. Do not disturb livestock or watering points, leave gates as 
found. 
9. Take adequate water, food, fuel, basic spares and a first aid kit on trips. In remote areas travel with another 
vehicle and have Royal Flying Doctor Service, or equivalent, in radio contact. 
10. Enjoy your recreation and respect the rights of others. 
11. Plan ahead and lodge trip details with a responsible person. 
12. Support four wheel driving as a responsible and legitimate family recreational activity.  

Training for Driver Training Instructors 
Trainee Instructor, 
Assistant Instructor, 
Instructor, and 
Chief Instructor  
Visit the ST4WDC web page for full details which 
are expanded on in detail in the Driver Training Poli-
cy document located under the Training menu tab. 
 
Partners are encouraged to undertake the Basic Driv-
er Education course, and any of the other courses of-
fered from time to time. Unfortunately couples cannot 
undertake the course at the same time as only one 
driver per vehicle can be instructed during a training 
course. Training of a member’s child is subject to 
approval by Club management and only when spare 
places are available. Couples may attend the Naviga-
tion, Map Reading  & GPS courses. 

Training 

The Southern Tablelands Four Wheel Drive Club is 
devoted to providing the best driver training possi-
ble. The Driver Training Team provides a range of 
courses throughout the year. Students are assigned 
an instructor over the period of the course. The 1:1 
instructor/student ratio ensures maximum transfer of 
skills and experience. 
The current courses are: 
Main Courses   
Basic Driver Training, 
Very Difficult Terrain, and 
Advanced Recovery (for Grade 4 and 5) 
   
Supplementary Courses 
Water Crossing, 
Sand Driving, 
Practical Map Reading, 
Navigation, 
Route Planning, 
GPS, and  
Other specific training relating to Club activities 
such as camper trailers etc may also be introduced.. 
 

 

A special offer to travelers  -  Sewing Machine - medium/heavy duty - available for short term loan.  
I have custody of a medium duty Singer sewing machine that is ideal for all those small canvas repair jobs or to 
create new tent peg bags, tool rolls, billy can bags, camp oven bags, etc. How far does your creative imagination 
go? The machine will handle up to three layers of medium weight canvas and uses very strong upholstery weight 
nylon thread that is great for reasonably heavy jobs. 

 Don 02 6161 1880 or 0408 649 732 
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Taylor Torque 
 

Greg Taylor 

 

I hope everyone enjoyed their Easter break and had 
an opportunity to relax.  As you may have heard 
Michael Patrick’s trip report at our last meeting we 
managed a good destination, good company and 
good food to help in the relaxing.  Even my distant 
somewhat Scottish relative Hamish was there 
(thanks Rob Dobson!) at Paddys River Dam. 
 

It has been a while since we have been on a trailer 
trip and we seemed to almost have two of every-
thing!  Two Tvans, two Ultimates, two trailers that 
were not the same, (one Conqueror and one Trak 
Shak) and two without trailers (roughing it). 
 

So, back home from that four day trip and then off 
to Talooge with Graeme Kruse and Don Wiltshire 
for three days.  I was a little late to turn up as I had 
to get stitches out from a minor operation on my 
thumb.  The procedure was called ‘release of trig-
ger thumb’ another one that I had never heard of 
until you get it.  Sen Wijeratne told me on the East-
er trip that he also had something similar and so did 
Garry Lymberry – seems a common thing once you 
start comparing notes.  I wonder what else I have to 
look forward to now that one is crossed off the list 
– don’t tell me please! 
 

Dan O’Hara also came down to Talooge on one of 
the days there to help with the chores including 
weed spraying.  Our property people really have 
made major inroads into the weed issues on our 
property.  This is a longer term approach that sees 
every season with less and less weed re growth.  
This is because of the effects of reducing the seed-
ing opportunities through the remaining seed in the 
soil propagating and then being clouted pretty 
quick.  Please let Rob Tiele know if you have some 
spare time and would like to spend it on our prop-
erty helping out in the fresh air! 
 

Our new committee met in April and managed to 
get through a swag of business.  I expect that in the 
near future we will be able to routinely publish 
committee minutes and other information on the 
website in a regular manner for those members 
who are interested. 

 

If you wish to be notified immediately by email if 
new events or trips are approved by the committee 
you can do this using our website. Log on to the 
website and select Trips and Trip Calendar from 
the menu bar, place a tick in the box ‘Notify Me’ 
and you will be subscribed to new events and trips 
notifications.   
 

      
 

I get asked now and then about how my Cooper ST 
Maxx tyres are going.  I wrote about these back in 
my column for June 2011 Southern Trails.  I have 
now put just over 16,000 kilometres on these tyres 
and they seem to be handling everything I throw at 
them on Tonka.  Road handling is good on the 
black stuff and the traction is impressive in the dirt 
and mud.  I have had two punctures that were on 
the black top from nails.  Both repaired without 
any sidewall damage I can report.  The tread on 
these tyres looks good and I am hoping to get 
much better kilometres than my previous STs or 
STTs.  I also notice several other members running 
these tyres so we should be able to get some other 
opinions too.   
 

At the time the tyres were fitted I also had a tyre 
monitor kit installed.  This was following Rob 
Dobson’s presentation and booklet on tyre pres-
sures (You can get the information from the web-
site under Tips and Tricks).   I have found the 
monitor to be easy to use and great to watch out for 
heat build up in tyres particularly when we have 
aired down for tracks. It also helps to monitor what 
pressures I have for the conditions without having 
to check each tyre with a gauge individually (yep, 
lazy I know).  If it saves me one tyre in say a run 
flat situation then it would have paid for itself and 
saved me money.   
 

So, having been home for a few days Vickie and I 
are now off for several days on a tour around the 
Central Tablelands, Central West and North West 
Slopes up around Tamworth and Armidale.  I hope 
to include places like Dunns Swamp and Coolah 
Tops NP, Warrumbungles NP and perhaps Bar-
rington Tops too.   A big area to cover so we will 
see how far we get.   
 
 
Greg. 
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Club Awards  

The Committee believe that any member, who has, 
over a long period, shown dedication and commit-
ment to any facet of the Club, should be recognised 
in an appropriate way. 
 

Two key awards are available in our club, the Pres-
ident’s Award and Life Membership Award.  These 
two awards, although they have been in the Club 
for several years, have never been formally word-
ed. A sub group of the Committee developed crite-
ria and process relating to these awards that was 
subsequently agreed by the Committee earlier this 
year 

The wording for the two awards is as follows: 
President’s Award 
 

Nominated by any financial member of the South-
ern Tablelands Four Wheel Drive Club (hereinafter 
called the Club) to the President for consideration 
at any time throughout the year. 
 

Criteria: 
 

The Nominee should, over a period of time, dis-
play: 
 

Dedication and commitment to the aims and objec-
tives of the Club in any area of the Clubs activities. 
 

Presentation: 
 

A framed certificate is to be presented to the recipi-
ent at a Club Meeting. 
 

Life Membership 
 

Nominated by any financial member of the South-
ern Tablelands Four Wheel Drive Club (hereinafter 
called the Club) to any member of the Executive, 
for consideration at any time throughout the year. 
 

The nomination must be written to the  
        criteria. 
The written nomination is to be handed to a   
       member of the Club Executive. 

The nomination will be considered by the Club 
Executive, who may make further enquiries 
relating to eligibility of the nominee but after 
due consideration will either award Life Mem-
bership or decline Life Membership. 

 

Should the awarding of Life Membership be de-
clined, the Club Executive may provide the nomi-
nator with the basis for such action but is not 
obliged to so do. 
 

Criteria: 
 

Over a period of a minimum of 10 years, the nomi-
nated member must:  
 

Be dedicated and have displayed an active com-
mitment to the aims and objectives of the Club 
over and above those normally expected of a 
member of the Club 
Have contributed significantly to the endeavours 
of the Club. 
Have displayed outstanding service, loyalty, in-
tegrity, fellowship, and enthusiasm to the Club. 
Have promoted the Club and its ideals. 
 

Presentation: 
 

A framed citation and the Award will be presented 
to the recipient at an appropriate gathering of Club 
Members.  
 

Note: Club Executive positions are President, Vice 
President, Past President, Secretary and Treasurer. 

You know your Australian when:  
When working in a bar, you understand male 

customers will feel the need to offer an excuse 
whenever they order low-alcohol beer.  

You know how to abbreviate every word, all of 
which usually end in "o": arvo, combo, garbo, 
kero, lezzo, metho, milko, muso, rego, servo, 

smoko, speedo, righto, goodo etc...  
You know that there is a universal place called 

'woop woop' located in the middle of nowhere, no 
matter where you actually are!  

You know that none of us actually drink Fosters 
beer, because it tastes like piss.  

You sleep with Aeroguard on in the summer and 
don't mind it as a perfume.  

You've only ever used the words - tops, ripper, 
sick, mad, sweet, to mean "good" and when you 
place 'bloody' in front of it when you really mean 

it.  
You know that the barbecue is a political arena.  
You say 'no worries' quite often, whether you 

realise it or not.  
You understand what no wucking furries means.  
You've drank your tea/coffee/milo through a Tim 

Tam.  
You own a Bond's chesty - in several different 

colors.  
You know that some people pronounce Australia 

like "Straya" and that's ok.  
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Telephone: (02) 6280 6416 Unit 1/68 –70 Kembla Street 
Facsimile: (02) 6239 1606 PO Box 1113 
Email:  sales@wattscom.com.au Fyshwick ACT 2609 
Web Address: http://www.wattscom.com.au ABN 62 008 641 923 

We are a one stop communications shop providing GARMIN GPS and Navigational equip-
ment, Vehicle Tracking,  UHF and AM CB radios, Marine VHF & UHF radios, HF Radios, 
Commercial Two-Way radios, Hands Free Kits for mobile phones, sales and rentals of  Mobile 
and Satellite phones, HF, UHF and Commercial radios. 
 

Our installation bay is fully equipped to undertake installations into all types of vehicles.  
 

Our workshop has qualified technicians who undertake the repair of HF Radios, AM/UHF 
CB’s and UHF/VHF Marine radios, commercial radios – mobile and hand held.  
 
We are the sales and service agents for the following brands: 
 

GARMIN, GME-ELETROPHONE, ICOM, KENWOOD, UNIDEN, MOTOROLA, SIMOCO, 
AND TAIT.  
We can also provide satellite phones on the Iridium and Globalstar satellite networks. 

 

ABN: 34 102 155 962 
Peter and Catherine 

0412 866 375 
www.independenttrailers.com.au 

 
Call us: 

To hire a Tvan off road camper trailer 
For a demonstration of the Tvan 
To talk about buying a camper trailer 

Local dealers for: 
Track Trailer 
Auspit (camping rotisserie perfect for the campfire) 
Tanami pumps (transfer fuel from your jerry can to vehicle without effort) 

Visit us at home in Chifley or see us at the shows listed on our website 
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Trips and Events 
 

28 - 29 Apr Relax at Talooge           2012-034 

 

Trip Leader: Rob and Lynne Donaldson 

Email: aroundtownplumbing@grapevine.com.au 

Phone: 0407 072 573 (m) 

Limit: unlimited 

Grade: 1 

Start: 9:00 AM 

Meeting Place: Williamsdale 

Fuel: Full tank 

Requirements: Please ensure you enrol on the website or contact Lynne on 0418 631 669 so that we can cater 
for everyone 

Description: Come along and join us for a Lunch Time BBQ at 1 pm ($10.00 per head for those who would like 
to participate) with steak sandwiches, salad and soft drinks. Relax and enjoy the company and 
scenery or drive the tracks and get to know your property. 

 New members welcome - come out for the day or spend the night getting to know each other 
around the campfire. All welcome. 

Comments: You can come for a day trip, stay the night or anything in-between. Meet at Williamsdale at 9am 
Saturday morning or head on out at your leisure 

 

28 Apr Talooge Night Drive Experience           2012-058 

 

Trip Leader: Joe Briguglio 

Email: briguglios@grapevine.net.au 

Phone: 0417 220 919 (m) 

Limit: 10 vehicles 

Grade: 3 

Start: 7:30 PM 

Meeting Place: Talooge Park 

Requirements: Participants must have completed their basic driving course and have a well maintained vehicle 
with good lighting 

Description: Driving at night offers a whole new perspective on four wheel driving.  Driving at night at Talooge 
is the perfect opportunity to see our tracks as you may have never seen them before.  The plan is 
to tackle the ‘Sunday’ tracks (the more challenging tracks at Talooge as used by our new students 
on the Sunday of their course).  This trip forms part of the Relax at Talooge weekend offering an-
other experience to enjoy. The plan is to head out after dinner and before too many beverages are 
consumed and return in time to enjoy time around the campfire 

Comments: The drive will not take place if the weather is bad - participants can jump off the drive at any point 
and return to camp 
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ABOUT TRIPS 
TRIP GRADING 
For trips in the club’s calendar a grading system of levels 1 to 5 is used to assist members in deciding 
which trips they would most enjoy and which grade suits the driver’s level of skill and experience. This 
system of grading is a guide only. The grade assigned to a trip may change due to weather conditions, and 
the trip leader should be consulted in such circumstances. The trip leader has the right to deny a request 
from a driver who is considered not to have the necessary level of skill in 4Wdriving,or whose vehicle is 
deemed inadequate. 
 
*GRADE 1: very easy with little, if any 4wdriving involved; will usually consist of a scenic 

tour or a trip to camp. No 4WD skills are needed. 
*GRADE 2: a relatively moderate 4WD trip with winching and/or towing unlikely. Moderate 

level of 4WD skills needed, as well as completion of Basic Driver Education 
Course. 

*GRADE 3: a medium 4WD trip which requires cautious driving; winching should not be 
required. Good level of 4WD skills needed, as well as completion of Basic Driver 
Education Course. 

*GRADE 4: a moderately difficult 4WD trip with some winching and/or towing almost a 
certainty. High level of 4WD skills needed, as well as completion of both the 
Basic and Advanced Driver Education Courses. 

*GRADE 5: an extremely difficult 4WD trip. Participants must be experienced at traveling 
over difficult terrain. Winching and/or towing will definitely be required and 
participants must have all their own recovery equipment. Skill levels the same as 
Grade 4. 

 
DRIVER EXPERIENCE 
Conditions on some trips at Grade 3 and above may prove too difficult for inexperienced drivers. 
Please advise the trip leader of the level of skill, and vehicle equipment when signing up for such 
a trip. Members must have attended the ‘Safe-One’ Basic Vehicle Operation Course before 
driving on a Club trip above the Grade 1 level, unless they have satisfied the Club’s Education 
Coordinator that they have the necessary experience.  
 
TRIP PLANNING  
If you are planning a Trip or Social Event for the Club contact the Club Trips Co-ordinator, preferably at 
least two months in advance of your chosen dates. This will allow time to give your event a ‘good plug’ in 
the Southern Trails, and it helps to avoid clashes with other people’s plans. However, if a good event 
opportunity comes up at short notice our rules are sufficiently flexible to enable a quick approval.  Club 
policy requires that a Club event shall be publicised in the Club magazine, or at a General Meeting of the 
Club, or on the Club’s website in order for it to be considered a formal Club event and so be covered for 
the purposes of insurance, subsidies and so forth. 
 
For a trip using tracks that are not public roads it is Club policy to confirm with the appropriate authorities 
that access is permitted on the chosen dates. This includes National Parks, State Forests as well as private 
property. 
 
UHF RADIOS 
The Club strongly recommends that a UHF radio be carried to facilitate convoy procedures. UHF channel 
14 is used as the standard channel for trips. 
 
FIREARMS & PETS 
Firearms are not permitted on club trips. Pets are not allowed in National Parks, otherwise refer  to Trip 
leader. 
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Trips and Events 
 

5 - 6 May “Safe One” Basic Driver Training at Talooge Park            
 2012-014 

 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Phone: 02 6251 1258 (h); 0428 623 458 (m) 

Limit: 20 people 

Start: 8:00 AM 

Meeting Place: Bredbo Service Station 

Description: This is the Club’s official and accredited basic driver education course. 

Comments: You must phone Peter to book this event.  Also check start time with Peter 

 

12 May “Safe One” Basic Driver Training Course Follow-up Day          
 2012-015 

 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Phone: 02 6251 1258 (h); 0428 623 458 (m) 

Limit: 20 people 

Start: 8:00 AM 

Description: This is day three of the basic driver education course and MUST be attended before participating 
on any Club trips where the proposed route is expected to be at Grade 2 or above 

 

12 - 13 May OziExplorer Nav X           2012-039 

 

Trip Leader: Michael Patrick 

Email: michael.patrick2@bigpond.com 

Phone: 0412 377 941 (m) 

Limit: 10 vehicles 

Grade: 2 

Start: 8:00 AM 

Meeting Place: Williamsdale 

Fuel: Full Tank 

Maps: Will be supplied where possible. If you have electronic maps of the general area bring them along 

Description: This is a hands on OziExplorer Navagiation Exercise. We will depart Willamsdale at 0800 and pro-
ceed to Talooge Park. We will then devote Saturday morning understanding trip planning and using 
Oziexplorer, and plan a route to Cowarra Gold mine. After lunch each vehicle will drive to the gold 
mine using their GPS and return to Talooge. Saturday evening will be devoted to planning a route 
to Tallaganda National Park and driving the tracks. On Sunday each vehicle will follow their trip 
plan prepared on Saturday night and drive the National Park with the aim of being back in Canberra 
by 1700. 

Comments: You must have a GPS using OziExplorer and the ability to transfer information from a Laptop to a 
GPS unit. If you have a laptop please bring it along. This is an exercise to enhance users skills in 
using OziExplorer for trip planning. Please note this is not a basic introduction to OziExplorer but 
slightly more advanced. 
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Trips and Events 
 

15 May Social Evening - Janet and Lindsay's Home in Fraser          
 2012-056 

 

Trip Leader: Janet Jones and Kerry Lejsek 

Email: lejsek@grapevine.com.au 

Phone: 0402 094 612 (m) 

Limit: 18 people 

Start: 6:30 PM 

Maps: Navman to get to Janet and Lindsay's place (address will be circulated prior to the event) 

Requirements: $10 as a contribution towards Dinner, BYO Beverages 

Description: This event continues the tradition of getting together catching up and talking about 4WD tips, trips 
and travel.  The evening will be hosted at Janet and Lindsay Jones' home in Fraser and will include 
nibbles, BBQ lamb dinner, salads and dessert. 

Comments: As space is limited to 18 people (including trip leaders) please book for each individual person at-
tending via the website or contact Kerry Lejsek on: 0402 094 612 

 

16 - 17 May SES Chainsaw Course Theory           2012-052 

 

Trip Leader: Neil Ellison 

Email: webmaster@st4wdc.org 

Phone: 0418 568 358 (m) 

Limit: 20 people 

Start: 7:00 PM 

Meeting Place: Queanbeyan SES, 34 Erin Street, Queanbeyan 

Description: Neil Ellison has arranged for up to six club members to join an SES chainsaw training course, be-
ing held over two evenings at SES Queanbeyan and two days at Talooge Park. Participants must 
be able to attend all sessions. 

 Because of the limited places and expected high demand, priority will be given to frequent trip lead-
ers, driver trainers and others who work hard for the club. All booking requests will be treated as 
reserves up to 9th May, and final places will be allocated on 9th May based firstly on merit, and 
secondly on booking request date. 

Comments: Chainsaws and safety equipment will be provided by the SES 

 

19 - 26 May Vic High Mountain Country           2012-001 

 

Trip Leader: Michael Patrick 

Email: michael.patrick2@bigpond.com 

Phone: 0412 377 941 (m) 

Limit: 12 vehicles 

Grade: 3 

Start: 8:00 AM 
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Trips and Events 
 

Meeting Place: National Dinosaur Museum, Barton Highway 

Fuel: Full tank at start 

Maps: NSW South, Hema Victoria East Gippsland, Hema High Country Victoria West 

Requirements: Basic driver training, basic recovery gear, UHF radio, good tyres, well maintained and reliable vehi-
cle which should have good ground clearance (vehicles that have standard suspension will require 
approval by the trip leader), camping gear including gas stove for cooking (possible fire restriction 
could be enforce), food and water to last 4 days. Bow saw/axe for track clearing (chain saw if you 
have one), and a blind/tarp for water crossing. If you have tyre chains bring them along. Fuel to 
cover 400kms in low range. 

Description: Travel via Hume Highway to Bright and camp over night. From there will will make our way to Dar-
go and camp. We will then travel the numerous tracks around this area ie. Haunted Stream, Billy 
Goat and the Infamous Franks Track. We will also explore the Grant Historic Mining area. Return 
trip will be via Omeo and Tumut. This is a flexible trip due to the nature of the Victorian High Coun-
try so each day's proposed plans may change. 

Comments: This trip will encounter steep mountain trails and long deep descents into valleys. There will be 
quite a few water crossings at varying depths (blinds may be required). The mountain environment 
can change at any time so be prepared for hot and possibly cold extreme conditions. Camping will 
be at differerent sites. Long drops are available at all camp sites but not showers. Hot showers will 
be available at Dargo and Swifts Creek. There is a definite possibility that some vehicle recoveries 
may be required 

 

19 - 20 May SES Chainsaw Course Practical           2012-053 

 

Trip Leader: Neil Ellison 

Email: webmaster@st4wdc.org 

Phone: 0418 568 358 (m) 

Limit: 0 people 

Start: 9:00 AM 

Meeting Place: Talooge Park 

Description: Neil Ellison has arranged for up to six club members to join an SES chainsaw training course, be-
ing held over two evenings at SES Queanbeyan and two days at Talooge Park. Participants must 
be able to attend all sessions. 

 Please make your booking request through the Theory evenings. 

Comments: Chainsaws and safety equipment will be provided by the SES 

 

20 May The Rivers Run           2012-057 

 

Trip Leader: Ian Goodacre 

Email: newtricks@bigpond.com.au 

Phone: 02 6291 0455 (h); 0457 168 402 (m) 

Limit: 10 vehicles 

Grade: 1 

Start: 8:00 AM 

Meeting Place: Williamsdale 

Maps: None necessary, but always enjoyable 
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Trips and Events 
 

Requirements: Vehicle and tyres in good condition, all your food and water for the day plus tables and chairs, 
UHF radio, full tank of fuel at the start. 

Description: This is a longer day trip to see the levels of the rivers of the Snowy region after the good rainfalls 
this summer. The Snowy River in particular has benefitted from extra releases from Lake Jinda-
byne and more may be released oin the next few weeks in anticipation of the coming snow sea-
son. We will see the Delegate, Deddick, and Snowy rivers 'up close and personal', as they say, 
plus many others in passing. There will be two competitions for our younger trip participants who 
may or may not receive some assistance from family and friends. 

 We will have morning tea at Nimmitybel (excellent bakery), and lunch somewhere along the Ded-
dick River. We will return home via Snowy River Road/Barry Way through Jindabyne and Cooma. 
Depending on how long we take to view the rivers and points of interest, some may wish to have 
dinner at Cooma on the way home. 

Comments: As a grade 1 trip this is suitable for members who have not yet completed Basic Training. All 
members are welcome. 

 

20 May A Social Event - Wine Walkabout           2012-042 

 

Trip Leader: Rosemary Orr 

Email: ROrr@moray.com.au 

Phone: 0414 568 358 (m) 

Limit: 12 vehicles 

Grade: 1 

Start: 9:00 AM 

Meeting Place: Barton Highway Dinosaur Museum car park 

Fuel: Full tank at start 

Requirements: Morning and afternoon tea, a sense of humour, a co-driver if you wish to partake more than a tast-
ing. Basic recovery gear, vehicle in good working order with high clearance, good tyres, basic driv-
er training, UHF radio. We should not require many of the last requirements but it is better to be 
prepared than not 

Description: A fun day out before we hibernate for winter. A leisurely wander around some of the great wineries 
of the Canberra District. A good time to add to your cellar or find a drop to enjoy in front of the fire. 
We will be lunching at one of wineries so you will have to pay for your meal. Not sure if we will do 
Murrumbateman or Lake George at this stage but all will be revealed in the fullness of time. 

 

27 May Winching and Recovery Exercise           2012-020 

 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Phone: 02 6251 1258 (h); 0428 623 458 (m) 

Limit: 12 people 

Start: 8:30 AM 

Meeting Place: Cotter Road, Cotter Bend carpark 

Requirements: Basic driver training, vehicle with electric winch or hand winch, full recovery kit 

Description: Winches are great if they are working and you know how to use them.  This training day will help 
on both counts. 

Comments: You must phone Peter to book this event 
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27 May Brindabella Classic           2012-040 

 

Trip Leader: Michael Patrick 

Email: michael.patrick2@bigpond.com 

Phone: 0412 377 941 (m) 

Limit: unlimited 

Grade: 2 

Start: 8:30 AM 

Meeting Place: Uriarra Homestead 

Fuel: Full tank 

Maps: ACT Region (1/100 000) and 1/25 000 maps of Bobbys Plains, Couragago, Umburra and Cotter 
Dam 

Requirements: Basic driver training, basic recovery gear, UHF radio, good tyres, well maintained and reliable vehi-
cle, morning tea and lunch. Camera, binoculars and a chair are also a good idea. Bow saw / axe 
for track clearing if necessary. 

Description: This day trip is a great way for new members to explore Canberra's back yard or more experienced 
members to also enjoy a day in the Brindabella mountains. We meet at Uriarra Homestead and 
then head to Picadilly Circus following Brindabella/Tumut Road. Take Gentle Annie fire trail to Flea 
Creek on the Goodradigbee River for morning tea. We will climb up Webbs Ridge to approximately 
1200 metres and then on past the power lines to Waterfall fire trail. Dropping to the river again 
lunch will be at Lowells Flat or McIntyres Hut. Backtrack to Waterfall fire trail then Foley FT and 
Doctors Flat Rd and an afternoon stop at Pig Hill summit and finally air up and head for home 

Comments: A great trip for members who have just completed Driver Training 

7 - 8 Jul Christmas in July, Laurel Hill, Tumbarumba          2012-046 

 

Trip Leader: Marj Jones 

Email: marjorie.jones@det.nsw.edu.au 

Phone: 0427 284 236 (m) 

Limit: unlimited 

Grade: 1 

Start: 9:00 AM 

Meeting Place: Uriarra Homestead 

Fuel: full tank at start 

Requirements: Cost $74 per person paid by 30 June, BYO sheets, blankets, pillows, towels and personal items, 
BYO alcohol / drinks (tea and coffee are provided) 

Description: This trip continues the tradition of Christmas in July at Laurel Hill Forest Lodge, Tumbarumba. After 
meeting at the very respectable time of 9am at Uriarra homestead we will travel via the back roads 
over the Brindabellas for lunch in Tumut and then on to Laurel Hill in time for afternoon tea. 

 Accommodation is in the lodge style cabins that have been converted from the low-security gaol / 
forestry camp. Each lodge accommodates 8 to 12 people on a twin share basis in separate bunk-
rooms. The lodges have a common area with a heater, fridge, chairs and tables and a sink. 

 The weekend is well catered with afternoon tea of homemade biscuits and cakes on arrival, a three 
course Christmas dinner on Saturday night and full breakfast comprising bacon and eggs, cereal, 
fruit, toast and homemade Jams on Sunday morning. After breakfast we pack up and head off 
again via the back roads on a different route for the drive home. 

Comments: special dietary requirements and times for meals can be catered for – please notify the trip leader 
of these by 30th June 2012 
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11 - 12 Aug Cold at Bendethera Caves           2012-035 

 

Trip Leader: Michael Patrick 

Email: michael.patrick2@bigpond.com 

Phone: 0412 377 941 (m) 

Limit: unlimited 

Grade: 3 

Start: 8:30 AM 

Meeting Place: McDonalds Car Park Queanbeyan 

Fuel: Full tank 

Requirements: reliable well maintained vehicle, good tyres, basic recovery gear, cooking gear, water, radiator 
blind for water crossings 

Description: This will be a cold trip, temperatures will drop into the low minus so rug up warm and bring a good 
sleeping bag. Bendethera valley is great in winter, crisp and dry. The plan is to travel via Araluen 
and have morning tea at Dry Creek. From here will travel via Merricumbene fire trail. This track can 
be quite rutted and tricky in certain sections. There will be three water crossings that can be quite 
deep. We will depart Sunday midday and head out via Dampier fire trail and other tracks leading to 
Krawarree road. Parties may split up here to head to North Canberra. The rest will travel Snowball 
Road into Tallaganda National Park and eventually reach Michelago 

Comments: Can possibly encounter snow in Tallanganda National Park 

 

8 Sep New members picnic           2012-043 

 

Trip Leader: Robert Tiele 

Email: robert.tiele@cit.edu.au 

Phone: 0406 377 527 (m) 

Limit: 10 vehicles 

Grade: 1 

Start: 8:00 AM 

Meeting Place: Queanbeyan Red Rooster car park 

Fuel: Full tank at Queanbeyan 

Maps: Hema Australia 

Requirements: Vehicle in good working order and registered, UHF radio (handhelds are OK).  The Club will pro-
vide a barbeque but bring your own salads and drinks, plus morning and afternoon tea 

Description: An easy drive on good dirt roads through Forbes Creek and Majors Creek visiting the Big Hole 
then back home via Braidwood and Mayfield. The trip is designed for new members who have not 
done the basic driver training, but existing members are incouraged to participate. 

Comments: A great day out to meet new members. 
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8 - 9 Sep Explore The Tracks of Abercrombie River National Park          
 2012-036 

 

Trip Leader: Michael Patrick 

Email: michael.patrick2@bigpond.com 

Phone: 0412 377 941 (m) 

Limit: 10 vehicles 

Grade: 2 

Start: 8:30 AM 

Meeting Place: Federal Highway, Eagle Hawk car park 

Fuel: Full Tank 

Maps: Taralga, Fulleraton, Zone55 MGA OZF 

Requirements: UHF Radio, Good Tyres, Vehicle in good condition 

Description: Abercrombie River National Park is located 60km North of Goulburn. The park preserves the larg-
est remaining intact patch of low open forest in the south-west central tablelands area. Casuarinas 
stand beside deep waterholes on the park's three main waterways. We will transit to the park via 
Goulburn/Abercrombie road and enter the park via Felled Timber road and Brass Walls fire trail. 

 Once inside the park we will travel the various tracks Saturday afternoon and either camp at Silent 
Creek or at Bummaroo Ford. On Sunday we will re-drive the tracks and lunch at one of the river 
sites. After lunch we will have a leisurely drive back to Canberra. 

Comments: This is a easy trip with only a couple of sections that will require definitive picking of the line. This is 
an excellent bedding in for new members. Bring food, water and happy hour supplies. 

 

12 Sep Information Night, Sand and Water course          2012-059 

 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Phone: 02 6251 1258 (h); 0428 623 458 (m) 

Limit: 25 people 

Start: 7:30 PM 

Meeting Place: Weston Club 

Description: This is a compulsory once only pre-meeting to give all members that are booked in all the infor-
mation required to get your vehicle prepared in advance for this challenging course. 

 There will not be any other opportunity to get this information so please don't miss it. We will con-
firm your place and organise convoys on the night. 

 Please bring pen and note pad as we will have DVDs to look at and lots of information for you. NO 
need to confirm. Just turn up OR send someone to fill in for you. 
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14 - 16 Sep “Safe One” Basic Driver Training at Talooge Park            
 2012-016 

 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Phone: 02 6251 1258 (h); 0428 623 458 (m) 

Limit: 20 people 

Start: 7:00 PM 

Meeting Place: Bredbo Service Station 

Description: This is the Club’s official and accredited basic driver education course. 

Comments: You must phone Peter to book this event 

 

15 Sep South Coast Forests Loop           2012-025 

 

Trip Leader: Dan O'Hara 

Email: ohara5@homemail.com.au 

Phone: 02 6231 3872 (h); 0406 375 677 (m) 

Limit: 10 vehicles 

Grade: 3 

Start: 8:30 AM 

Meeting Place: Bredbo,  Jerangle Road, 100-m off the Monaro Hwy 

Fuel: Bredbo and Cooma. The estimated round trip distance is approx. 400kms. 

Maps: The South Coast Forest Map 

Requirements: Basic driver training, recovery gear, good tyres, UHF CB radio, well-maintained and reliable vehi-
cle, food and water for the day. 

Description: The basic route will be Bredbo, Jerangle Rd., Peakview, Badja F/T, Belowra Valley, Wandello Rd., 
Peak Alone and Brassknocker F/Ts, Wadbilliga Rd, Two Rivers Plain, Cooma and Monaro High-
way. Return ETA 6.00pm. 

Comments: This will be largely the same as Ian Goodacre's trip in April 2010. Some variation from the route 
may occur. Fire trails may be overgrown and if rain occurs in the days before hand fire trails may 
become more difficult. Wadbilliga River crossings are normally shallow. Tuross River crossing to 
be made as well. 

 

23 Sep “Safe One” Basic Driver Training Course Follow-up Day          
 2012-017 

 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Phone: 02 6251 1258 (h); 0428 623 458 (m) 

Limit: 20 people 

Start: 8:00 AM 

Description: This is day three of the basic driver education course and MUST be attended before participating 
on any Club trips where the proposed route is expected to be at Grade 2 or above 
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28 Sep - 1 Oct 9th Australian 4WD Gathering 2012           2012-011 

 

Trip Leader: John Turbill 

Email: webmaster@st4wdc.org 

Phone: 0418 568 358 (m) 

Limit: unlimited 

Start: 12:00 AM 

Meeting Place: Gawler Ranges SA, Mt Ive Station 

Description: The 9th Australian 4WD Gathering 2012 brings together four-wheel drivers from across the nation 
to participate in four-wheel driving, the opportunity to meet new 4WD friends and enjoy a brilliant 
long weekend in South Australia’s stunning Gawler Ranges. The National 4WD gathering includes 
some meals, 4WD tours, demonstrations, guest speakers, workshops, bush dance, happy hours 
and much more... Whether you are in a 4WD Club, prefer to travel alone or with friends, you are 
invited to be part of this memorable 4WD Gathering event 

 

6 - 8 Oct Mystery Bay Tuross R and Wadbilliga           2012-027 

 

Trip Leader: Dan O'Hara 

Email: ohara5@homemail.com.au 

Phone: 02 6231 3872 (h); 0406 375 677 (m) 

Limit: 20 vehicles 

Grade: 2 

Start: 8:30 AM 

Meeting Place: Williamsdale 

Fuel: Full tank at start. Fuel is available at Cobargo and along the coast, Bodalla, Cooma. 

Maps: South Coast Forests, Zone 55 or Bega 1:250,000 topo. And for those with these Vector maps - 
OzTopo 3.0 or Shonky of course. 

Requirements: Your camping equipment / trailer. Happy hour supplies. Food etc.  Recovery gear, UHF radio.  
Vehicle and tyres in good nick.  Basic Driver Training. 

Description: Mystery Bay is one of the most beautiful spots on the South Coast, just a few kilometres from Na-
rooma. We stay in the Primitive Camping Ground for a daily charge (to be confirmed). The camp 
area is huge, shaded by trees and close to beaches and fishing spots. A nearby lagoon is ideal for 
canoes. There are long drops and cold showers.  The trip is suitable for off-road camping trailers. 

 Outbound we travel via Numeralla through Wadbilliga and Yowrie Roads to Cobargo then travel to 
the Primitive Camping Ground at Mystery Bay. We will stay there for two nights doing as you like. 
Home bound we travel through Bodalla, Nerrigundah, Comans Mine and along the Tuross River 
back to Numeralla. There will be water crossings but they should be fairly shallow. 

 If you forget happy hour supplies, Narooma is just a few minutes away. 

Comments: Fees apply. We are going on the ACT Family and Community long weekend (off peak $15 per site 
per night) rather than the Labour Day weekend. However, it may still be peak rates ($25 per site 
per night). The other name for this campground is Mystery Bay Camp Ground http://
www.mysterybaycampground.com/index.html 
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20 - 21 Oct Bush Skills Weekend at Talooge           2012-054 

 

Trip Leader: Rosemary Orr 

Email: ROrr@moray.com.au 

Phone: 0414 568 358 (m) 

Limit: unlimited 

Grade: 1 

Start: 8:30 AM 

Meeting Place: Williamsdale 

Fuel: Full tank 

Description: Our Club members have an amazing range of skills they can impart! These range from bush weld-
ing using car batteries, through preserving food for long trips, damper cooking using camp ovens, 
to extracting survival water from vegetation, plus fixing tyres and navigating with and without GPS 
and lots more. We need attendees and especially contributors. 

Comments: Help wanted! This event takes a lot of preparation and will be cancelled if we have fewer than 30 
web enrolments by the start of October 

 

27 - 28 Oct River Crossing and Sand Driving           2012-022 

 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Phone: 02 6251 1258 (h); 0428 623 458 (m) 

Limit: 20 vehicles 

Start: 8:00 AM 

Description: This is the Club's annual training course covering river crossings and sand driving.  You must 
phone Peter to book this event. 

 

9 - 11 Nov “Safe One” Basic Driver Training at Talooge Park            
 2012-018 

 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Phone: 02 6251 1258 (h); 0428 623 458 (m) 

Limit: 20 people 

Start: 7:00 PM 

Meeting Place: Bredbo Service Station 

Description: This is the Club’s official and accredited basic driver education course. 

Comments: You must phone Peter to book this event 
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18 Nov “Safe One” Basic Driver Training Course Follow-up Day          
 2012-019 

 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Phone: 02 6251 1258 (h); 0428 623 458 (m) 

Limit: 20 people 

Start: 8:00 AM 

Description: This is day three of the basic driver education course and MUST be attended before participating 
on any Club trips where the proposed route is expected to be at Grade 2 or above 

 

24 - 25 Nov Christmas Party at Talooge Park           2012-050 

 

Trip Leader: The Committee 

Email: aroundtownplumbing@grapevine.com.au 

Phone: 02 6161 8846 (h) 

Limit: unlimited 

Start: 8:30 AM 

Meeting Place: Williamsdale 

Description: This is our club's 2012 Christmas party at our property Talooge Park.  Put it in your calendar now!  

 There will be lots of activities and fun for kids and the bigger kids too.  A monster raffle is being 
organised to be drawn at the party as well as the riotous Adult gift giving / stealing game - the Gift 
Grab.  We are planning a return of the famous Funkhana on Sunday to test driving skills, patience, 
trust and communication.  

 Further details coming soon - but get it in or on your calendar!    

 

 

9 Dec Winching and Recovery Exercise           2012-021 

 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Phone: 02 6251 1258 (h); 0428 623 458 (m) 

Limit: 12 people 

Start: 8:30 AM 

Meeting Place: Casuarina Sands 

Requirements: Basic driver training, vehicle with electric winch or hand winch, full recovery kit 

Description: Winches are great if they are working and you know how to use them.  This training day will help 
on both counts. 

Comments: You must phone Peter to book this event 
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Wanted 
High quality Photos of Club Trips 

 

The editor is currently creating a picture library of club trips.  Can any club member please 
burn their high quality photos onto disk and either mail them to the club PO box  or drop 

them  off at the club meeting. 
This is not just for the past but any club trips in future  

 
Michael Patrick Editor 

Great Cash Prizes 
1st Prize - $500.00 
2nd Prize - $250.00 
3rd Prize - $125.00 

Tickets cost $2.00 each and will be available at the club meetings 
The raffle will be drawn at the Christmas Party at Talooge. 

Date 24th November 2012 
There will be lucky door prizes to those that attend the Christmas Party. 

Bring along your money to the Monthly meeting and buy some tickets to be in 
for a chance to win some cash. 

 

Christmas Raffle  
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The tracks that aren’t Len’s 
 

Why are there so many tracks across Australia’s 
deserts?  Yes, there aren’t that many, but why are 
they there at all for us to enjoy? 
 

The story of the “Beadell” tracks is well known, 
told by Len himself in several books.  Many of the 
tracks were associated with the development of 
Woomera, and the atomic bomb tests.  The scale of 
these tests was immense:  Blue Streak rockets fired 
from Woomera were intended to traverse the conti-
nent, which is why much of the Great Sandy De-
sert was a restricted area, just like the Woomera 
range:  it was part of it. 
 

However, many of the tracks – and dead ends – in 
Australia’s deserts are not the legacy of military 
activities, but of the search for oil.  Why were the 
geologists searching in these remote and hostile 
places? 
 

The story really begins in Pennsylvania.  In 1859, 
the first recognizable oil well was drilled in that 
state.  Oil wasn’t the ubiquitous energy source that 
it was to become, but its distillates were useful, 
especially for lighting.  Inspired by this, in  1866 
Australia’s first oil well was drilled, in the 
Coorong at Salt Lake – a popular 4WD trip even 
today.  The well was not a success.  Its drilling had 
been prompted by the discovery of a tarry sub-
stance found along the lagoons.  It was named 
“coorongite” and it could be distilled to yield typi-
cal oil products like kerosene.  Coorongite will 
reappear at the end of our story. 
 

Elsewhere in Australia, natural gas was discovered 
near Roma, in Queensland, in 1900.  In that case, a 
water well was being drilled, but a prolific gas res-
ervoir was encountered.  After a period of disap-
pointment that the water was fouled with 
“sulphurous gases”, the value of the gas was ap-
preciated and it was used for street lighting.  From 
this point the search for oil was continuous in Aus-
tralia, although the prolonged lack of success was 
remarkable.  Some theories at the time suggested 
that Australia was too old for oil – the idea being 
that most of its rocks were laid down before life 
was abundant on Earth. 

 

Similar surface indications of oil in the Kimberleys 
attracted attention in the 1920s, and began a very 
long search for oil in the area geologists call the  

Canning Basin, essentially the area of the Great 
Sandy Desert.  By then geologists knew that oil 
occurred in “sedimentary basins”, in simple terms 
the beds of ancient seas.  Typically these are like 
giant saucers (the bedrock or “basement”) that 
have been filled over millennia with sand and silt.  
All being well, the decomposing remains of marine 
life are cooked at the high pressures and tempera-
tures deep in the basin, and the resulting hydrocar-
bons (oil and gas) move up into the sandstone lay-
ers.  With more luck, these layers are capped by 
impermeable silty layers and the oil and gas are 
trapped for us to find.  Best of all is if the layer-
cake structure of these ancient sediments is bent by 
earth movements into bends and arches, called an-
ticlines, under which the precious fluids can be 
trapped in large amounts. 
 

The low relief of sedimentary basins can mean 
largely flat country with no mountains to produce 
rain, and so many of Australia’s deserts are, in geo-
logical terms, sedimentary basins.  Other examples 
are the Cooper Basin (Strzelecki Desert), the 
Amadeus Basin (Central Desert) or the Officer Ba-
sin (Great Victoria Desert and Gibson Desert).  
Over these deserts journeyed the geologists, at first 
on foot or horseback, then helped by the develop-
ment of aerial photography in WWI, and  finally 
on wheels and by air.  They were looking for any 
surface outcrops of the underlying rocks, as the 
type of rock and the dip of its strata would help 
them build up a picture of the deep subsurface.  
From very early on, they carried delicate gravime-
ters:  measuring the varying gravitational pull of 
the Earth helped to map out the less dense overly-
ing sediments from the denser basement rocks that 
form the “basin”.  Magnetic measurements helped 
in the same way.  Most of all, the geologists were 
looking for anticlines.  For decades, really the only 
way of finding oil was to locate a reasonable-
looking anticline and drill into it. 
 

Geologists were keen on the Canning Basin be-
cause there were surface shows of oil in the mar-
gins of the basin, in the Kimberley; it was a basin 
with anticlines; and, as knowledge grew, it seemed 
that the general geological structure was very like 
that of huge oil fields elsewhere, for instance in 
Canada.  However, for decades nothing substantial 
has been found there, although small discoveries of 
oil continue to be made.  Throughout the 1920s 
and 30s, exploration continued, in the Canning Ba-
sin and other deserts.   

Desert Tracks & Oil Exploration 

 
 

Charles Jenkins 
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“The work was hard.”  A geologist wrote” 
 

“…most of it (the water) was needed for the radia-
tor, as holes were continually being punched in it 
by boughs or spinifex.  We plugged them with ce-
ment, so eventually the radiator was like a hollow 
concrete block.  We used to take out the engine 
every week to decoke it and do a valve grind.” 
 

After WWII, the need for Australia to be less de-
pendent on imported oil was all too apparent.  In 
1946 the Federal Government created the Bureau 
of Mineral Resources (eventually to become Geo-
science Australia) with a particular mandate to en-
courage the search for oil.  This would be done by 
undertaking systematic geological mapping and 
drilling across the promising basins.  The BMR 
picked up its first fleet of army disposal jeeps from 
a depot in Albury, and later took delivery of the 
first Land Rovers to reach Australia.  They were 
not very satisfactory; “a maximum life of three 
years” noted one user!  At the time the BMR was 
forbidden to purchase from the United States and 
so had to put up with this imperfect product of the 
Empire. 
 

Again, the BMR focused initially on the Canning 
Basin, but also investigated promising geology in 
the Carnarvon Basin near Exmouth.  However a 
project was soon begun to map the geology of the 
entire continent at a scale of four miles to the inch, 
based on field work and aerial photography.  The 
pattern of work was of course very variable, but 
typically involved a base camp, moved perhaps 
once a month, from which the geologists worked 
along traverse lines picked from aerial photo-
graphs.  It was hard work for men and machines. 
 

“We’d start each morning seven good tyres and 
hopefully they would last until midday.  Then we’d 
stop around lunchtime and mend them all and hope 
they’d last till evening.” 
 

It’s an indication of how unknown the interior then 
was, that the BMR discovered the spectacular Wolf 
Creek meteor crater around this time. 
 

In the 1950s the BMR parties moved out across 
northern and central Australia, making many diffi-
cult and hazardous journeys.  In 1954, for example, 
a party of three Jeeps crossed from Port Hedland to 
the Canning Stock route and returned, navigating 
by aerial photos.   

  Safety-consciousness did not take long to be-
come established; within a year of surveys begin-
ning in the Canning, a team nearly died in the de-
sert when their vehicle broke down.  The party 
leader of the survey later said, 
 

“ We all learned lessons from that.  Always travel 
with at least two vehicles and never go anywhere 
without a radio.” 
 

In 1949 a technique was introduced which would 
ultimately be crucial in the search for oil, and as it 
was developed would require the creation of many 
tracks through the desert.  This was the seismic 
survey.  The idea was simple: create a loud noise 
on the surface (typically a charge of dynamite in a 
shallow borehole) and listen to the echoes from the 
various layers deep under the ground.  By laying 
out the geophone receivers in long lines, and pro-
gressing along drilling and firing charges, enough 
data could be collected to make images of the sub-
surface for the first time.  A geologist recalled, 
 

“ I can remember living out of a suitcase which I 
had resting on a case of dynamite.” 
 

Tracks had to be pushed through the desert to 
transport all the necessary equipment, especially 
the drilling rigs.  The data were much easier to in-
terpret if the charges were fired on a regular grid 
pattern, and so long parallel straight tracks going 
nowhere were to become a legacy of this method of 
exploration.  While the BMR was pushing across 
the Australian deserts with seismic surveys, and 
deeper drilling to help in their interpretation, com-
mercial companies were also taking a hand. 
 

WAPET (the West Australian Petroleum Compa-
ny) was formed in 1952 by a merger of Caltex and 
Ampol, an Australian company that had bought 
licenses for almost all the prospective basins in 
WA in 1946.  WAPET’s “territory” covered a mil-
lion square kilometers.  By an unbelievable fluke, 
the very first well drilled by WAPET, in the Rough 
Range area above Exmouth, yielded oil – the first 
oil discovery in Australia.  Sadly, another 9 wells 
drilled in the area were dry, with the final dry well 
being only located 250m from the first one, at the 
site originally planned for it!  Rough Range was 
uneconomic but it prompted a huge exploration 
effort by WAPET over the next decades.  

Desert Tracks & Oil Exploration 

 
 

Charles Jenkins 
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The eponymous WAPET Road is but one of 32000 
km of access tracks built by WAPET in WA by the 
end of the 60s for its seismic surveys and drilling 
rigs.  In addition WAPET built 2000 km of roads – 
and found no oil.  WAPET eventually came good 
when it discovered oil in 1964 under Barrow Is-
land.  This turned out to be Australia’s biggest on-
shore oil discovery.   
 

Barrow Island has a remarkable history.  It was 
declared a Class A nature reserve in 1910, but was 
nonetheless only 20km from the Monte Bello 
atomic bomb tests.  It was home to a substantial oil 
operation (with its own airport!) and now a LNG 
plant is being built there as part of Chevron’s Gor-
gon project.  Overall industry and conservation 
seem to have got along together. 
 

Elsewhere, the oil explorers were pushing more 
tracks into the deserts.  The Amadeus Basin, SW of 
Alice Springs, yielded discoveries much quicker 
than the West.  Mereenie (north of King’s Canyon) 
was found in 1964, with the Palm Valley gas field 
following the next year.  It took two decades to 
bring these fields to production, reflecting the re-
moteness of the sites and the consequent difficulty 
in getting the oil and gas to market.  In fact, oil 
from Mereenie is trucked out, although there is a 
pipeline for gas from Palm Valley. 
 

“The road for 50km west of Alice Springs towards 
Hermannsburg must have been the worst in the 
country.  Then it became a couple of wheel tracks 
and after that we were on our own, bush bashing 
through the spinifex and using the air photos to 
pick out the main landmarks.  It took about a day 
and a half to get to Mereenie…” 
 

One of the exploration roads eventually became the 
touring route into King’s Canyon. 
 

Even the center of Gosses Bluff was drilled.  The 
center of a meteorite crater would have been a re-
markable place to find oil, but to be fair the origin 
of the Bluff was only being worked out about this 
time. 
 

Elsewhere, exploration was converging from two 
directions into the Cooper Basin, underlying the 
Strzelecki and Simpson Deserts.  Australia’s first 
viable oil discovery had been made at Moonie, SE 
of Roma in Queensland, in 1961.   

Geologists were working west and south in 
Queensland at the same time as exploration moved 
up from the south.  Much of the initial exploration 
was from the air (with ex-Luftwaffe pilots), and 
huge anticlinal structures were mapped.  This was 
in 1958-9, amazingly late in the day for a region 
which prompted the famous remark from an expe-
rienced American oilman – “It looks just like Tex-
as!”  Indeed it was.  The Innamincka Dome, on the 
SA-Qld border, was drilled in 1959.  At the end of 
1963 the first big gas find was made, leading to the 
development of the Moomba gas field. The well-
groomed Strzelecki Track testifies to the money to 
be made at Moomba by selling gas to the east coast 
and Adelaide. 
 

The French Line was bulldozed across the Simpson 
in 1963 as part of the same burst of exploration.  
As usual, before the seismic and drilling surveys 
were run, the geologists did the hard work on the 
ground. 
 

“Our aim was to track down and examine as much 
rock outcrop as we could.  We had two four-wheel 
drive trucks fitted out with long range tanks and we 
often worked alone…There wasn’t a damn thing to 
do out there so we figured we might as well work 
seven days unless we were handy to a bore where 
we could get a wash…” 
 

With the discoveries in the Cooper Basin the brief 
era of onshore oil in Australia almost comes to a 
close.  The real action moved offshore, first to the 
Bass Strait in the late 60s, and then to the deep wa-
ter off the North West and the huge gas fields that 
are being developed now. 
 

By 1972 Reg Sprigg, one of the leading geologists 
of the oil search, could write 
 

“Several tens of thousands of line miles of explora-
tion roads and tracks have now been cut through 
the most formidable of the country’s dune sea de-
serts…while the tracks frequently are visible for 
many years from the air, on the ground they are 
commonly extensively overgrown….on two occa-
sions parties have set out to (locate) the deeply 
bulldozed French…track via Poeppels Corner, and 
failed completely to find it, despite seeing perma-
nent track markers in situ.” 
 

Desert Tracks & Oil Exploration 

 
 

Charles Jenkins 
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Desert Tracks & Oil Exploration 

 
 

Charles Jenkins 

 

Notwithstanding these observations about Nature’s 
power of renewal, it is hard to imagine a similar 
exploration effort being environmentally accepta-
ble nowadays.  Other times, other manners. 
 

And what of Coorongite? 
 

It turned out to be the dried-out remains of an algal 
film that grew on the Coorong lakes – and the al-
gae produce a hydrocarbon polymer as part of their 
metabolism.  This is why kerosene could be dis-
tilled out of coorongite.  The apparent dead-end of 
coorongite may point the way to the future, as the 
production of biodiesel from algae is a hot re-
search topic around the world.  An Australian 
company is constructing a prototype biodiesel 
plant at Nowra, on the banks of the Shoalhaven.  
It’s going to take a lot of algae to compete with the 
millions of years of fossilized sunshine that have 
been won from Australia’s oilfields, but the work 
has begun. 
 

 

References:  My main reference for this article is 
Wilkinson’s excellent book, “Where God Never 
Trod” (David Ell Press, 1991).  The quotations are 
from this book.  The Petroleum Exploration Socie-
ty of Australia (PESA) publishes PESA News on-
line and there were a series of reminiscences of the 
early days of Australian oil published in the early 
2000s.  The web sites of the Department of Primary 
Industry of SA and WA, and of the NT Geological 
Survey, contain more technical and historical infor-
mation.  
 

Diagram Caption:  Map of sedimentary basins 
and places mentioned in the text, based on infor-
mation from Wilkinson and Geoscience Australia.  
Warning:  this map should not be used for naviga-
tion, or for setting up your own oil exploration 
company. 
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“SAFE ONE” BASIC 4WD  
VEHICLE OPERATION COURSE   

The Southern Tablelands Four Wheel Drive Club conducts two-day weekend  
Driver  Training exercises, with Follow-up Days on the Sundays, 1 week later.  

 
Purpose:  
To introduce new & old club members to vehicle equipment, daily maintenance, recovery techniques & 
equipment, and in particular teach them the skills necessary to safely operate their 4WD in a variety of 
terrains. 
 
Meeting Time/Place:  
Service Station in Bredbo (right hand side of highway) no later than 7.00pm on the Friday evening pre-
ceding the course. 
 
The Club’s Education Coordinator is Peter Reynolds,  
Tel  (h) 6251-1258 or  (m) 0428 623-458.  
 
PLEASE BOOK A PLACE ON ONE OF THESE COURSES WELL IN ADVANCE AND ALSO RING PETER ONE 
WEEK BEFORE THE COURSE TO CONFIRM ATTENDANCE!  
IF YOU DON’T, YOU WILL LOSE YOUR PLACE ON THE COURSE  
 
ONLY ONE DRIVER PER VEHICLE PER COURSE, THOUGH A SUPPORT CREW IS WELCOME. 
 
COURSES FOR 2011 WILL BE HELD ON 
 
14-15 MAY   WITH FOLLOW-UP ON  22 MAY 
17-18 SEPTEMBER WITH FOLLOW-UP ON  25 SEPTEMBER 
12-13 NOVEMBER  WITH FOLLOW-UP ON  20 NOVEMBER 
 
WHAT TO BRING 
 

Yourself & family and a 4WD in good mechanical condition  
Camping gear for overnight stay  
Food and Cooking gear for 2 days  
Chairs to sit on in lessons and around the fire  
Recovery gear, if you have it, but not essential  
Garbage bags for all your rubbish to take home  
Notebook & pen  
Camera 
A full tank of fuel  
Torch  
Drinking water.  
UHF Radio (optional – talk to Peter) 
Front and Rear Recovery Points preferred. 
 
There is a large First Aid Kit at Talooge. Also a large gas BBQ 

 
PLEASE DO NOT BRING PETS OR FIREARMS. 
 
 



Page 28 

Report on the presentation by Bill Fraser on the 
RFDS  

John Kjar 

 

An accident involving injuries to people while 
driving in the Outback must be one of biggest risks 
we intrepid 4WDers take.  But knowing the Royal 
Flying Doctor Service (RFDS) can be readily con-
tacted and provide advice and even on-site service 
in just a few hours helps provide some peace of 
mind. 
 

Bill Fraser, a Volunteer Coordinator with RFDS 
SE region provided an interesting insight into the 
Service.  He said the RFDS deals with more than 
200,000 patients each year, conducts more than 12, 
000 clinics each year (mainly in outback areas) 
flying more than 12 million km using 53 purpose 
fitted aircraft. 
 

He said the Service provides general and specialist 
health care services to people living in more than 
80% of Australia’s land area – meeting a critical 
need in areas where there is a shortage of medical 
and specialist persons on the ground. 
 

Bill outlined the 80-year history of the RFDS and 
its precursors, including the establishment in 1912 
of the Australian Inland Mission (AIM) by the 
Presbyterian Church of Australia, with the Rev 
John Flynn as Field Superintendent, to provide a 
“Mantle of Safety” for people in Outback Austral-
ia, aware that many of whom needed improved 
health care and assistance to relieve problems of 
isolation and loneliness.  This initiative included 
the establishment of clinics and regional hospitals 
in outback areas such as Alice Springs and Birds-
ville.  (The National Library will open in August a 
display commemorating the centenary of the estab-
lishment of the AIM and the work of Rev John 
Flynn.) 
 

 

But medical and other help was still too remote in 
most of Australia, despite rapid improvements in 
technology following WW1.  It was only in May 
1928 that the first mercy air flight was accom-
plished (from Cloncurry) – this aircraft was capable 
of transporting a patient (in comparative luxury) on 
a stretcher accompanied by an attendant!  Improved 
communications with the introduction in 1936 of 
the pedal radio, enabling people to talk on the radio 
with RFDS (and neighbours) was a great step for-
ward, followed soon after by the School of the Air 
and the establishment of Women’s Guilds (enabling 
women to participate in formal meetings via the 
radio). 
 

Bill said that if an accident occurs while on a 4WD 
trip in outback areas, the best way is to contact the 
RFDS is by (HF) radio – especially as other people 
may be listening in and able to offer immediate as-
sistance.  Alternatively, the RFDS can be contacted 
by (satellite or possibly mobile) phone by dialing 
triple zero.  The RFDS has provided approx 3500 
rural properties with large medicine chests and visu-
al aids and may be able to offer assistance – espe-
cially as many property owners maintain airstrips 
nearby.  If the injuries are serious, the RFDS will 
come to the patient within two hours to an airstrip 
anywhere in Australia, 24/7.  While the RFDS does 
charge for its air ambulance services, all other ser-
vices are provided free of charge to the user. 
 

The RFDS relies on a mixture of Government and 
public funding (donations are tax deductible) to 
meet is $200 million expenses each year.  ST4WDC 
and other ACT 4WD Clubs will support RFDS this 
year via a substantial donation of funds derived 
from the successful Queanbeyan Show Spectacular 
– see next month’s magazine for further details. 
 
Thanks Bill for your interesting presentation. 

You know your Australian when:  
You know it's not summer until the steering wheel 
is too hot to handle and a seat belt buckle becomes 

a pretty good branding iron.  
Your biggest family argument over the summer 

concerned the rules for beach cricket.  
You shake your head in horror when companies try 

to market what they call 'Anzac Cookies'.  
You still think of Kylie as 'that girl off Neigh-

bours'.  
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2012 4WD Spectacular 

Marj Jones 

 

The Spectacular Show for 2012 was a fantastic 
success and went off with out any major hitch.  
This achievement is due to the hard work of many, 
not only the Show committee who, for nearly 18 
months, worked to keep all the organisation on 
track, but to all the volunteers from each of the 
Clubs, who all work with the aim of selling 
4WDing to the public and to make the Show a suc-
cess over the weekend. 
 

Although all Clubs have the same number of vol-
unteer spots to fill, our Club, with such a wonderful 
membership who wish to do their part, had the lux-
ury of only having to volunteer for one or two 
spots.  All 108 of you, deserve a pat on the back. 
You should be proud of yourselves. 
 

Our numbers of Exhibitors was up slightly from 
last Show, but they all sang the praise for our 
Show.  It is, according to them the best run Show 
in the country, and the only 4WD based one as 
well. 
 

Greg E. had a hard sell to convince them that it 
wasn’t going to rain, (many had visions of last 
Show), even up to the last week.  I am sure that 
they could not find a single fault with the weather 
this time - it was perfect.  For the majority it was a 
profitable Show.  One reason the regular exhibitors 
give is that the Canberra people come to buy, not to 
just look -  a big draw card for Exhibitors to come.   
Many new exhibitors, including Anaconda want 
larger sites for 2014! 
 

From the Committee Wash Up meeting, many rec-
ommendations have been made for the next com-
mittee to consider to make it even better.  We run 
an extremely fantastic Show, we need to keep the 
same format, just make adjustments, only learned 
from experience. 
 

Hopefully in the next Southern Trails I will be able 
to give you those recommendations and the final 
break down of the takings.  Suffice to say at this 
time, each Club will come out with over $15,000 
and the charities will do well.  We have made the 
Broken Hill Centre RFD, our major Charity this 
show. It was decided to give it to one of the main 
bases and not to the central body, as this, we were 
lead to believe, just went into administration not 
out in the field.  It has also has been arranged that 
the cheque will be given to them personally in a 
town gathering, when the Historical Landrover trip 
goes through in the middle of the year. 
 
 

The 2014 Show has been booked with the Council, 
so mark in your diaries 8th-9th February 2014. 
 

The 2014 Show Committee will have its first meet-
ing in Nember/December this year.  Each Club has 
three voting representatives on that committee, but 
others can attend as observers/helpers etc.  The 
only part these people can’t play is if anything 
comes to a contentious vote (then only three per 
Club).  
 

SO, give some thought to whether you would like 
to serve on this committee either as a voting mem-
ber or a general member. (one way to get the feel 
of things) and put your hand up when the time 
comes. This time we will ask for volunteers and 
then our Club committee will approve. 
 

The demonstration area is the ST4WD Club area of 
organisation for 2014.  As you will see in the Wash 
Up notes next month, from discussion resulting 
from many comments made by Clubs, we have 
recommended many changes, even to making part 
of the test Track a demonstration area at certain 
times. 
 

Again, on behalf of the members of the 2012 Show 
Committee, especially from our Club representa-
tives, I would like to pass on the thanks to each one 
of you for a spectacular Spectacular!! 
 
Marj  Jones 

You know your Australian when:  
You believe that stubbies can either be drunk or 

worn.  
You've made a bong out of your garden hose rather 
than use it for something legal such as watering the 

garden.  
You understand that the phrase 'a group of women 
wearing black thongs' refers to footwear and may 

be less alluring than it sounds.  
You pronounce Melbourne as 'Mel-bin'. You be-

lieve the 'l' in the word 'Australia' is optional.  
You can translate: 'Dazza and Shazza played Acca 

Dacca on the way to Maccas'.  
You call your best friend 'a total bastard' but some-
one you really, truly despise is just 'a bit of a bas-

tard'.  
You think 'Woolloomooloo' is a perfectly reasona-

ble name for a place.  
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Talooge 
Christmas Party 

Come along and join us to celebrate Christ-
mas at Talooge 

Date 24th -25th November 2012 
Pot luck Christmas dinner.  

Desserts supplied by the club. 
There will be Fun Activities for the adults and 

children. 
Face painting, candy cane relay, whip crack-
ing, Bush Poetry, Funkana and much more. 

Lucky door prizes. 
Big Cash Raffle to be drawn on the Saturday 

night. 
 

Preferably enroll on the website or  
Ph: Lynne on 0418 631 669 or 

 David on  0438 882 696 
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Talooge Park – Early Settlers in the Region  
 

Graeme Kruse 

 

Back in the later part of 2006 I prepared an article 
for Southern Trails on some of the early history of 
the Club’s property. Recently, I have been in dis-
cussions with several members concerning a range 
of topics significant to our property. As a result of 
those discussions and the interest taken I have 
delved back into my archives and retrieved the 
original article, up-dated some of the information 
and added a bit more. Also, those who have joined 
the Club since October 2006 would be unaware of 
this early history so this is another good reason to 
revise the original article. 
 

In 2006 I attended a talk at the National Library on 
genealogy. A few days after the talk I returned to 
the NLA armed with my family information and 
for some reason I decided to take the lot and DP 
numbers for the Club’s land. Traipsing along the 
library’s corridors to the family history area, I saw 
the Map Room. Interesting I thought, I’ll just make 
an enquiry about old maps. After about one and 
half hours of requesting old parish maps and close-
ly pawing over them, I had discovered the names 
of early land owners, that some land owners must 
have fallen on hard times as names had been 
crossed out and replaced with Bank of NSW, and, 
saw areas that had been set aside for gold prospect-
ing – was the ruin on Talooge originally the hut of 
a gold prospector?  
 

I departed the Map Room with a hand full of A4 
and A3 print-outs showing portions of the first par-
ish maps of this region. Lot 73 our larger lot (about 
670ha) that has all the driver training tracks plus 
Strike-a-Light and Rayners fire trails, is in the Par-
ish of Wangrah. Lot 10, the one we camp on, is 
about 24ha and is in the Parish of Onslow. The 
earliest version of each parish map appears to date 
back to about the 1880’s. 
 

One of the initial land holders in the region was 
Fergus – there were several Fergus families and 
they appear to be related. Their holdings consisted 
of numerous lots (10 to 12 portions) ranging in 
size from about 18ha to 980ha. Later the name 
Povey appears on many lots and eventually owned 
very large tracts of land, about 3260ha consisting 
of 3 lots, east of present day Talooge Park. And, as 
you drive south on the Monaro Highway at Colin-
ton, just north of Bredbo, you will see Poveys 
Road on you left. 

Lot 10, Parish of Onslow 
This lot has always been in existence as far as 
these maps show and was originally owned by a 
Charles Fergus. However it appears he fell on 
hard times early on as his name is crossed out and 
replaced with The Bank of NSW. From what we 
see today in terms of terrain, vegetation, soil qual-
ity and general farmabilty one wonders why 
Charles Fergus bought that patch of land. Lot 10 
remained in the name of the bank for the entire 
the historic parish map series of Onslow. 
 

Other interesting information I have found on the 
first Onslow map is as follows. 
 There is a date reference under the heading 

of Note – Portions are shown on this map 
only as far as dealt with by the Charting 
Branch On Sept 5 1884. 

 The first map was Cancelled by New Map 
1st March 1912. 

 About 1 ½ miles west of lot 10 a large area 
is labelled as Colinton Gold Field Pro-
claimed 18th June 1878. 

 Michelago is spelt Micaligo. 
 Strike-a-Light River is labelled Strike A 

Light Creek. 
 

Lot 73, Parish of Wangrah 
Our bigger lot has been created over time by the 
breaking up of a much larger parcel of land. What 
we call Horse Paddock has always existed and is 
shown as lot 9 on the Wangrah Parish map. It was 
an ‘island’ bounded by Strike-a-Light River in the 
west and north and what was then lot 10 (about 
980ha) to its east and south. The original owner 
was ‘Fergus’ but this one is shown as Jas. Fergus. 
Like Lot 10 of Onslow Parish, many holdings of 
the Fergus family/ies were also placed into the 
hands of the Bank of NSW – on several lots the 
bank name is shown as the Rural Bank of NSW. 
Eventually, lot 10 of Wangrah was carved up into 
smaller lots. The largest by far is our lot 73, about 
670ha. Several other lots were created out of the 
southwest portion of the original lot 10. This hap-
pened some time later than the time frame encom-
passed by the historical parish maps which is up 
to around 1957/58 – latest dated note written on 
the most recent of the historical Wangrah map 
series.  
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Other interesting information I have found on the 
first Wangarh map is as follows. 
 There is a date reference under the heading 

of Note – Portions are shewn (original 
spelling) on this map only as far as finally 
dealt with by the Charting Branch 9th 
Aug.’83 

 The price of the of the map (price 1/-) one 
shilling, 10 cents in today’s terms but defi-
nitely not reflecting the value of one shilling 
of the 1880’s . 

 Another two dates, the first associated with 
the name of John Wm Koppman 18th June 
1878, and the other a very feint hand writ-
ten, possibly in pencil, 10.11.10 preceded 
with an even more feint indecipherable 
word. 

 

Wangrah Creek Holding 
NSW land and property Information has recently 
up-dated and vastly improved the historic parish 
maps site. When I did the original article I did not 
find a reference to Wangrah Creek Hold. Opening 
up the map for this I was amazed to see a huge 
land holding that covered an area larger than that 
bounded beyond the current Jerangle Road in the 
south east, in the north east beyond the town of 
Jerangle, in the north west Strike-a-Light Creek, 
and, in the south west what appears to be a range 
of ‘hills’ – mountains beyond present day Mt 
Dowling. 
 

Early settlers 
A Google search on the main family names turned 
up a considerable amount of information. The fol-
lowing is a snippet of information about J.A. Fer-
gus, who from what I can interpret of the detailed 
information, was the first of the Fergus’ in the re-
gion. 
 

James Fergus was born on 20 Apr 1805 in Camp-
sie Stirling Scotland. He was christened on 3 Jun 
1804 in Campsie Stirling Scotland. He died on 1 
Dec 1882 in Cooma. He was buried in Cooma 
Presbyterian Cemetery. James emigrated on 12 
Oct 1852 from Liverpool. He was employed as 
Shepherd, Weaver 1845. 
James Fergus and his wife Jane (nee Stevenson) 
emigrated from Scotland in 1852 on the Beejapore. 
James was born in Clachan of Campsie. Jane was 
born in Shettleston Lanarkshire. They were mar-
ried in Paisley, Renfrewshire.  

Most of their children were born in Paisley, except 
for Robert who was born in Shettleston. They 
brought with them five of their children. Five of 
their grandchildren, along with five of the great 
grandchildren arrived in 1881 on the Devon.  
Their passage on the Beejapore was a record 84 
days, but they had to spend a month in quarantine. 
This ship was an experimental two decker, intro-
duced to reduce the cost of immigration. Unlike 
many immigrant ships, it had nearly 1000 people 
on board. The Scarlet fever, measles and typhoid 
which were rife in the Liverpool depot spread on 
board in the crowded conditions. There were 55 
deaths on the voyage, and 62 at North Head in the 
Quarantine station, mostly children. 
 

The family moved immediately to Bredbo after 
clearing quarantine. They selected about 10,000 
acres on the east and west banks of the "Strike a 
light" Creek, half of it leasehold. James was 77 
when he died, and Jane 76. They are buried togeth-
er in Cooma cemetery. 
The information on Povey, the other significant 
land holder of that era, details a list of descendants 
but no origin or background. All that can be 
gleaned is that within three generations there were 
many Povey’s who were spread from Michelago to 
Cooma. 
 

In concluding, if you are interested in looking at 
the these historic parish maps then contact me at 
gkruse@bigpond.net.au Also, I would welcome 
contact from anyone who would like to delve fur-
ther into the history of this area as I have only 
scratched the top of what is available. 

Talooge Park – Early Settlers in the Region  
 

Graeme Kruse 

 

You know your Australian when:  
You're secretly proud of our killer wildlife.  

You believe it makes sense for a country to have a 
$1 coin that's twice as big as its $2 coin.  

You understand that 'Wagga Wagga' can be abbre-
viated to 'Wagga' but 'Woy Woy' can't be called 

'Woy'.  
You believe that cooked down axle grease makes a 
good breakfast spread - you've squeezed it through 

Vita Wheats to make little Vegemite worms.  
You believe all famous Kiwis are actually Austral-
ian, until they stuff up, at which point they again 

become Kiwis.  
Beetroot with your Hamburger... of course!  
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Talooge Park – Early Settlers in the Region  
 

Graeme Kruse 
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Christmas in July 
7th – 8th July  

Laurel Hill Forest Lodge 
Tumbarumba 

 
Join us for a fun-filled weekend. 

 
A leisurely drive through our beautiful countryside, 

Enjoying a lunch break in Tumut. 
Arrive at the lodge just in time for a delectable Afternoon Tea. 

Time to choose and settle your accommodation then relax and prepare 
yourself for a mouth-watering Three Course Dinner. 

To complete the evening, join everyone in some great activities. 
 

The next day, after an appetising breakfast, there will be a meandering 
trip back through the Snowy region, perchance of some snow. 

 
 

WHAT you need to bring 
 
 

A great attitude and a sense of humour. 
Morning tea/lunch for Saturday. 

Bedding/towel 
Own drinks/nibbles 

An imaginative outfit suitable for a Christmas function for Saturday 
Dinner. 

 
 

Please book on the Web, or contact Marj by email 
 

Cost will be $76.00 per head, payable before 30th June either to Marj 
personally or through the Club account. 
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        7 YALLOURN STREET FYSHWICK ACT 

T 62806488                                                 F 62804085 

sales@airandheat.com.au 
www.airandheat.com.au 

Frank and Elliott WolfFrank and Elliott Wolf  
are authorised dealers for are authorised dealers for  
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Micalong Rambling  

7 Jan 2012                                                                                                            Peter Ogilvie 

 

Anne and Dan O’Hara   Trip Leader 
Peter Ogilvie       60 Series 
Alex Szabo                  Hilux 
Dennis and Kerry Hartley      Prado 
Christine Fulton / Glenn Torr         200 Series 
Julie and Phil Henderson                Prado 
Helen and Dave Sutton                Troopy 
 

As trip leaders, Dan and Anne’s intention was a 
quick trip northwest through the Brindies to Wool-
shed fire trail, dropping down into the Good-
radigbee valley to Wee Jasper, then heading south 
through Micalong, back to Brindabella Rd. 

However, that plan went out the window when Dan 
found we would be unable to access the Woolshed 
fire trail to Wee Jasper. So we had a late change of 
plan and ended up driving what was probably an 
equally enjoyable trip around the Brindies, part of 
which was a bit like the club’s regular Brindabella 
Classic trips except for a couple of different tracks, 
and a familiar one (Folly fire trail) in reverse direc-
tion.  
 

 It was beautiful warm morning as we headed off 
from Uriarra and turned onto Curries Rd. We were 
only few minutes along Curries, heading into the 
forest, when I heard “Charlie’s made the turn”. I 
was unfamiliar with this road, and due to the forest 
and the bends I couldn’t see the convoy in front or 
behind, so I wondered if I’d missed a turn and was 
unintentionally heading off somewhere else on my 
own. However, a quick call on the radio allayed my 
concern (how embarrassing that would have been) 
and I soon had the preceding car in sight again. It 
was just a misunderstanding but it highlighted for 
me the importance of convoy procedures. 
 

We turned onto Two Sticks road, went passed the 
turnoff to Mt Coree, and hung a left onto the Pow-
erline trail which descended to a couple of shallow 
creek crossings before heading up hill to Webb’s 
Ridge. On the way down there was a lively radio 
discussion on the merits or otherwise of different 
UHF aerials, with Dave Sutton praising the attrib-
utes of the ubiquitous wire coat hanger. 
 

On the way up to Webb’s Ridge I found myself 
getting closer and closer the tail of Dennis and Ker-
ry’s Prado. I was in low range 3rd with the revs 
dropping lower and lower.  

 

Being unable to change down on the uphill slope I 
eventually had to stop on a rollover to let them get 
further ahead – hoping that my brief pause would-
n’t force the vehicle behind me to stop on the in-
cline. It occurred to me that Dennis’ car must be an 
automatic. Certainly no fault of Dennis’s of 
course, but it shows one of the differences 
(perhaps an advantage) of automatics over manuals 
– ie, in an auto you can go almost as slow as you 
like uphill without having to think about swapping 
cogs or risking a stall (I think I still prefer a manu-
al though). 

At the top of Webb’s Ridge we stopped for a lei-
surely morning tea under the powerlines, taking in 
the beautiful view down the valley before proceed-
ing towards Folly fire trail. I had driven Folly’s 
two or three times in the past (eg, the Brindabella 
Classic trip) but always in the other direction. It’s 
interesting the difference in perspective you get 
when driving a familiar trail in the opposite direc-
tion. In this case some of the slopes seemed steeper 
when going down compared with when I had pre-
viously driven them going up.  

 

From Folly’s we turned left onto Waterfall fire 
trail (again in the opposite direction to usual) and 
soon made our way down to McIntyre’s Hut for 
lunch.  

 

During lunch a few of the fellas were engaged in 
the inevitable 4wd tech-talk, with some hunched 
over an engine bay discussing the intricacies of 
dual battery setups and other fascinating technical-
ities, much to the amusement and puzzlement of 
some of the ladies who couldn’t understand what 
the fascination was all about. I guess it’s a guy 
thing – and as they say, (no offense) if you need to 
ask the question you’ll never understand the an-
swer. 

 

With lunch over, we were about to head back up 
the hill when a motorcyclist asked if he could tag 
along, as he was unsure of his or his bike’s ability 
to climb the steep slope. Not a problem, glad to 
help. So for a brief period we became a convoy of 
seven 4wds and one motorbike. After a short stop 
at Lowell’s Flat we continued up Waterfall trail 
which lead us back to Webb’s Ridge. 
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At the intersection with Webb’s we encountered a 
4wd Troopy ambulance attending to an injured 
motorcyclist. Like us, the paramedic had driven up 
the Powerline trail and commented that it had been 
a pretty bumpy ride. He asked if we could recom-
mend, for the benefit of his patient, a quicker and 
perhaps more comfortable way back, so the offer 
was made to escort him back towards Canberra via 
our planned route along the Dingi Dingi trail back 
to Two Sticks. 

 

Dave Sutton stayed with the paramedic until he 
was ready to go, while the rest of us went ahead 
along Dingi Dingi and waited at the other end a 
few km ahead.  

Meanwhile Dave checked the ambulance tyre pres-
sures before moving off and found they’d been 
pumped up to a bone-jarring 52psi!  Jeez, no won-
der he thought it was bumpy. With the patient 
ready and the tyres reduced to about half their orig-
inal pressure, they set off and soon caught up to us. 

 

We turned left onto Two Sticks heading east 
through some beautiful scenery back to Uriarra 
where we aired up and said our farewells. Many 
thanks to Dan and Anne for leading a fun, beautiful 
and eventful day out – and hopefully a raincheck 
on a Micalong Rambling trip. 

Micalong Rambling  

7 Jan 2012                                                                                                            Peter Ogilvie 

 

When you're from the country, your perception 
is a little bit different. 
A Queensland farmer drove to a neighbours' farm-
house in his Holden ute and knocked at the door. A 
boy about 9, opened the door. "Is your Dad or your 
mum home?" asked the farmer. 
"No, they went to town." 
"How about your brother, Howard, is he here?" 
"No, he went with Mum and Dad." 
The farmer stood there for a few minutes, shifting 
from one foot to the other, and mumbling to him-
self. The boy continued, "I know where all the 
tools are, if you want to borrow one or I can give 
dad a message." 
"Well," said the farmer uncomfortably, "I really 
wanted to talk to your Dad. It's 
about your brother Howard getting my daughter 
Susie pregnant". 
The boy thought for a moment . . .. 
"You would have to talk to Dad about that. I know 
he charges $500 for the bull 
and $50 for the pig, but I don't know how much he 
charges for Howard". 

     First Senior Moment on Record  

And that’s what happened to the dinosaurs  
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Trip Coordinator’s Rave 

 
 

Chris Nicholls 

 

Part of the Trip Coordinator’s job seems to be wor-
rying a lot about how to get more people leading 
trips. Not that we’re doing too badly in the trips 
department lately! I think there’s a lot of members 
out there who could easily be leading a few trips 
each year, but have convinced themselves that they 
don’t know enough, or aren’t good enough drivers, 
or that there’s too much responsibility or too much 
work involved. That’s why I wrote a burst in last 
month’s Rave about some aspects of the trip lead-
er’s job, suggesting that the responsibilities are not 
as onerous as some people think. 

One of the reactions to that article was from a 
member who said  “That’s fine, but what about the 
other side of the coin? You’ve said what they are 
not responsible for, but you haven’t said what they 
are responsible for.” Actually there are two sets of 
responsibilities to be covered – those of the trip 
leader and those of the trip participants. 

Firstly a word about standards. This club has no 
formal standards, training or testing for trip leaders. 
We do this informally - to a large extent trip lead-
ers select themselves through experience and moti-
vation. Peer review is involved, as is the club’s trip 
grading system and the requirement for the club 
committee to approve all trips. If the committee 
thinks that a proposed trip is too ambitious for the 
person who wants to lead it, the committee won’t 
approve it as a club trip. 

I said last month that a trip leader was mostly a 
coordinator, to get things organised. We expect trip 
leaders to be able to plan and execute a trip, and to 
do so to the best of their ability. That means plan-
ning the route, the campsites, the timing, contin-
gencies for bad weather or bad track conditions. 
Perhaps a recce is necessary. The trip leader organ-
ises the trip by screening applicants, and advising 
the starting time and place, and any special require-
ments for the trip – extra fuel, maps, recovery 
equipment, etc. Finally, the trip leader executes the 
trip by leading – being at the meeting point on 
time, checking that participant’s vehicles look ok 
with good tyres and properly secured loads, getting 
the show on the road and keeping it moving at an 
appropriate pace, nominating times and places for 
morning tea, lunch and afternoon tea breaks. If 
there are problems – flat tyre, recovery situation, 
vehicle breakdown or damage – the trip leader 
should take a lead in finding the solution and using 
the talents of all the people on the trip to arrive at 
the best solution.  

That doesn’t mean the trip leader has to do the re-
pairs himself or execute the recovery himself – the 
trip leader will probably appoint the best equipped 
most experienced person in the group to boss the 
job. 

What about members responsibilities? As trip lead-
er I have the following expectations of members:   

 arrive at the departure point on time; 

 make sure their vehicle is in good condition 
and with good tyres for the job; 

 have a registered and insured vehicle with at 
least third-party insurance and third-party 
property damage insurance; 

 understand what the trip grading implies, and 
to judge for themselves if they are up to it; 

 for a Grade 3 or higher trip, to have satisfac-
torily completed driver training; 

 travel at the pace of the group, don’t leave 
the trip without warning; 

 be willing to participate, assist, learn;  

 be prepared to do a verbal or written trip re-
port; and 

 accept total responsibility for their own ac-
tions and decisions during the trip. 

This last – acceptance of personal responsibility – 
is probably the most important. As a trip leader I 
want all members on my trips to understand that 
they remain responsible for their own actions at all 
times. 

I’m happy to say that I’ve never had any real prob-
lems leading trips, apart from finding a volunteer to 
do the trip report! That can be bloody difficult! 

Chris Nicholls 

 You know your Australian when:  
You know that certain words must, by law, be 
shouted out during any rendition of the Angels' 

song 'Am I Ever Gonna See Your Face Again' And 
'Living next door to Alice'.  

You wear ugg boots outside the house.  
You believe that every important discovery in the 
world was made by an Australian but then sold off 

for a pittance.  
You believe that the more you shorten someone's 

name the more you like them.  
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We went down rutted tracks that clearly should 
have been closed some years before and then drove 
up them again just to make sure we were all stupid. 
We slid down slopes that would have been suitable 
for It's A Knockout and more than once I thought I 
spotted HG in the trees giving a running commen-
tary. Or maybe it was Rob laughing himself silly as 
he watched us drive past with eyes on stalks and 
white knuckles on the wheel. Morning tea was a 
welcome break and an opportunity for us to swap 
notes and cake. Time would probably been better 
spent re-charging defibrillators but hindsight is a 
wonderful thing. 
 

Assured that the worst was behind us we once 
again set off only to discover that the worst was 
still to come. We now had to drive up a rock 
strewn cliff with a bolder strategically placed at the 
end to remove the sumps of the unwary. A mo-
ment's hesitation and all momentum was lost and 
precise bowel control was needed to reverse back 
down to have another crack. Nevertheless, we all 
made it and then did a little gentle snatching before 
lunch. Then it was back down the hill and over the 
boulder (affectionately known as Ayres Rock I be-
lieve) to cover old ground but going the other 
way. Having successfully (i.e. no one had died) 
dropped and slithered down one hill only because 
the ruts took control and stopped us driving into 
the trees we had to go up it! But this time at high 
speed in second gear! Seemed like high speed any-
way. It is amazing how tough the tyres and suspen-
sion are on a 4WD (except Lindsay's) and how for-
giving the vehicle can be.  
 

And then it was done. No accidents. No deaths. No 
adrenalin left. When we were told to inflate our 
tyres I was so relieved I would have happily blown 
them up by mouth. Back at base camp Peter went 
through the debriefing to cement what we had 
learned about ourselves our vehicles and our train-
ers. And so another dozen or so joined the ranks of 
certifiable 4WDrivers. 

Follow-up Training Day  

Mar 2012                                                                                                                      Stephen Pickard 

 

The follow-up training day really began the day 
before - on the Saturday. Much like convicts of old 
who had to plait the whips that were used to flog 
them, Peter put out the call for volunteers to clear 
the track in the Brindabellas. Little did we know. 
Cheerfully, a handful of the more gullible novices 
and the ever-willing driver trainers turned up with 
various implements from pruning scissors to hoes 
to jack-hammers to 4L, DOHC, Turbo-charged 
chainsaws. Thank you Adrian. 
 

After a brief briefing session us trainees were 
shared out amongst the more experienced. Split 
into two groups one working up and one working 
down - we soon had the track ready for for the fol-
lowing day. Our instructors lulled us into a false 
sense of security by driving whilst fiddling with 
the GPS,  taking a call from work and swapping 
quips on the radio. Had we known how much hard-
er it is to drive it oneself, rather than be a passen-
ger, the track would have been cleared for another 
5m either side and all the ruts and pot-holes would 
have been filled in. But no. And just as the weary 
workers were ready to head home for a well-
deserved beer Lindsay, at the front, decided to 
change his suspension. It was a little muddy appar-
ently. Whether the  corner will bear his name for 
ever more, or the brand of strut, only time will tell. 
 

Sunday dawned clear and bright. We once again 
assembled at Uriarra Homestead to be marshalled 
by Peter, whose wit is drier than a stone wall, but 
this time the instructors got in our vehicles. The 
vehicles covered just about every make and model 
on the market and some that shouldn't be. We 
again split into two groups to minimise the chances 
of driving into each other. One lot went off to 
snatch at each other with straps and my lot at-
tacked the hills. I was fortunate enough to get 
Tommo who was either completely fearless or still 
had St Patricks day poitin (pronounced pocheen) in 
his water bottle. His calm direction on a number of 
occasions to perhaps drive a little more to the right 
so we might avoid joining the wreck of the 1970's 
holden 100m below was perfect. Had he screamed, 
"get over you one-eyed, daft disco dancer before 
we're chewing air-bags" the result might have been 
quite different. I can only assume the other instruc-
tors were just as competent and patient or else had 
drivers who knew where their wheels were. 

You know your Australian when:  
Whatever your linguistic skills, you find yourself 

able to order takeaway fluently in every Asian lan-
guage.  

You understand that 'excuse me' can sound rude, 
While 'scuse me' is always polite.  

You know what it's like to swallow a fly, on occa-
sion via your nose.  
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Follow-up Training Day  

Mar 2012                                                                                                                      Stephen Pickard 
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Advertising on this page is free to members but is restricted 
to 

 Two Months. Non-members will be charged $20 per 
advertisement for 5 lines for the same period.  

FOR SALE/WANTED/LOST/FOUND 

For Sale  KAB 411 suspension seat base available 
for sale.  
Asking $200. 
Contact Chris on 0409 329 080(m)  
 calypso1@gmail.com.   

SECOND HAND TYRE SALE    
 3 X Cooper S/T 265/75/16 8ply  
1x Cooper STT 265/75/16 10ply 
Has been repaired but very good tread.  
1 X BFG All Terrain 265/75/16 10 ply 
1 X BFG All Terrain 235/85/16 10 ply 
 All Tyres $50 each.  
5X 15x7 White Spoke Rims - 6 stud Nissan or 
Toyota $35 each.  
Peter Reynolds  0428623458 

For Sale  
Under instruction from the boss, who wants 
more storage space in the garage, the following 
have to go.  Best offers invited:  
1 x Warn XD9000 Winch rebuilt Dec 2011. 
1 x VDO exhaust gas temperature gauge kit.  New 
and unused. 
1 x steel roof basket (black) 1600 x 1200 x 
170.   (Note - has a rear cutout for long loads). 
1 x Rhino bar (black), complete. 
 Wanted  
2 x 20L plastic gerry cans (for petrol)  
Mike 0427 553 410 

For Sale 
Sub tank – 45 L – from ‘96 80 series – Offers 
Alloy Bull Bar – Non winch compatible – Offers 
Pajero (2002 Model) – 3rd seat (as new) 
OzTrail Dome tent “Villa”: 9-12 man. 4 rooms, 2 
years old.  Blue in colour. Has Fly and all ropes, 
poles and pegs – New $750, today $250 
Self inflating Hiking Mat – about 2.5cm thick 
when open $10 
Self Inflating 4WD mat – 190x70x8cm – $40 
Home made Rear Shelving for 80 series. Provides 
a false floor about 25cm high and wraps around a 
lower false floor for the fridge (it had a 40+L En-
gel on it). Solid and light. Stainless angle for joints 
of this timber structure. All fixing points. Make an 
offer! 
 Simon Briggs 0433 511 960 

For Sale 
Cavalier Camper (no trailer – fits any 7x4)  
Manuf. Adelaide, suits Australian conditions  
These are notably the best on the market.  
Features heavy duty rip-stop canvas,  
9 foot fold out annex with PVC floor,  
This one has extra inside zip access feature,  
Aluminium shell with ply floor to bed base,  
Large Q bed with high density mattress,  
Full length removable awning, with walls and fly 
screens  
makes add-on huge family area,  
Been in storage 4 years, never been used.  
Brand new condition, why buy new?  
 $3,450 ono  (I paid $7,600 for it).  
 located Oxley (Tuggeranong)  
 Ph. John  (02) 6216 1293, mob. 0407 514 012  

For Sale 
4 x Goodyear Wrangler Duratrac tyres 
LT225/75R16 
Aggressive all-terrain / mud pattern, yet quiet on 
road  
Load rating E (10-ply)  
Travelled only 2000km 
Fitted to original 60 series Landcruiser chrome 
rims 
asking $800 
Peter 0414 606 537 

Wanted:  
Broken or Damaged Black Rat or Big Haul 2.5T 
hand winch - can be internally destroyed, but must 
have good r/h case please. 
Phone:  John Wotzko (02) 6216 1293  
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 Canberra: 95 Grenville Court Phillip  
(behind Discount Tyres)  

email: southcanberra@batteryworld.com.au  

24 Hour Roadside Service  
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