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SOUTHERN TABLELANDS FOUR WHEEL DRIVE CLUB INC. 

Directory 

General Meetings are held at the 

 Canberra Deakin Sports Club, Grose St, Deakin  
at 7.30pm on the second Tuesday of each month. 

 

General Meetings are a focal point of the Club where members can meet 
and get information about past and future Club activities. Meetings are 
structured with a minimum of formality. Meetings regularly feature talks 
from experts on topics of interest ranging from vehicle mechanics to bush 
lore. Reports on past trips are presented and new trips are announced. Vis-
itors introduce themselves, there is a raffle with generous prizes and a 
coffee break for catching up with other members. Don’t forget to wear 
your name badge. 

Ideas for guest speakers are welcome. Contact Greg Taylor if you know 
of someone who could make an interesting and topical presentation. 
Many members gather before and after the meeting to enjoy a meal or 
drink at the Canberra Deakin Sports Club. 

Talooge Park 
Talooge is the Club’s 700+ ha bush block in rugged country east of 
Bredbo. It is used for club activities and members are welcome there for 
camping and enjoying the bush. Areas are set aside for basic bush camp-
ing. Some have firewood , but no other services – no water, no electricity, 
no phone, very limited mobile phone coverage.  
Pets and the discharging of firearms are not permitted on the property. 
Visitors should assume that they are solely responsible for their own well-
being and be conscious of the risks of fire, snakebite, etc. In an emergen-
cy, neighbours Mr Richie Southwell and his sons, can usually be contact-
ed using UHF ch 18. 
Members are urged to inform the Property Coordinator or President of 
their plans to visit Talooge as from time to time the club allows use by 
other organisations.  Your visit may also coincide with maintenance activ-
ities that may pose health hazards (for example, aerial weed spraying). 
You can then be informed if there are any issues to be aware or confirm 
combinations for locks to the property including our clubhouse. 

Publications 
Website www.st4wdc.org. The site is used to provide timely infor-
mation regarding Club activities and variations from previously an-
nounced plans. Especially, check for any last minute variations to 
trips you are undertaking. 
 
Southern Trails is the ST4WD Club monthly magazine.  
Trip reports, and articles that are relevant to Club members are welcome, 
as are photographs and illustrations.  
Closing date for all material is the Friday following the monthly meeting. 
Send contributions to publications@st4wdc.org 

President 
Greg Taylor 
6241 3547 
Email: president@st4wdc.org 
Vice President 
Marj Jones 
6284 3456     
Email: vpresident@st4wdc.org 
Secretary 
John Kjar 
6287 7574  0432  737 440 
Email: secretary@st4wdc.org 
Treasurer 
Phil Henderson 
Email: treasurer@st4wdc.org 
Past President, 
Rosemary Orr 
6241 0464       0414 568 358 
Email: ppresident@st4wdc.org  
Publications Coordinator 
Michael Patrick 
0412 377 941 
Email: publications@st4wdc.org 
Education Coordinator 
Peter Reynolds 
6251 1258      0428 623 458 
Email: education@st4wdc.org 
Membership Secretary  
Kim Pritchard 
0416 003 722 
Email: membership@st4wdc.org 
Events and Trips Coordinator 
Richard Brand 
0418 568 358 
Email: trips@st4wdc.org 
Property Coordinator 
Rob Tiele 
0406 377 527 
Email: property@st4wdc.org 
Public Relations Coordinator 
Rob Dobson 
0414 736 892 
Email: public@st4wdc.org 
General Members 
Ian Goodacre 
0457 168 402  
Email: ian@st4wdc.org 
Mark Pritchard 
0438 202 588 
Email: mpkc@tpg.com.au 
Lynne Donaldson 
0418 631 669  
David Whight 
0438 882 693 
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Code of Ethics 
These are the rules of conduct that we should all observe when using our vehicles in the bush. We should all 
take them to heart. Image is a difficult thing to change!!  
1. Obey the laws and regulations for Recreational Vehicles that apply to public lands. 
2. Respect the cultural, heritage and environmental values of public/private land, by obeying restrictions that 
may apply. 
3. Respect our flora and fauna. Stop and look, but never disturb. 
4. Keep to formed vehicle tracks. 
5. Keep the environment clean. Carry your own, and any other, rubbish out. 
6. Keep your vehicle mechanically sound and clean to reduce the environmental impact. 
7. Adopt minimal impact camping and driving practices. 
8. Seek permission before driving on private land. Do not disturb livestock or watering points, leave gates as 
found. 
9. Take adequate water, food, fuel, basic spares and a first aid kit on trips. In remote areas travel with another 
vehicle and have Royal Flying Doctor Service, or equivalent, in radio contact. 
10. Enjoy your recreation and respect the rights of others. 
11. Plan ahead and lodge trip details with a responsible person. 
12. Support four wheel driving as a responsible and legitimate family recreational activity.  

Training for Driver Training Instructors 
Trainee Instructor, 
Assistant Instructor, 
Instructor, and 
Chief Instructor  
Visit the ST4WDC web page for full details which 
are expanded on in detail in the Driver Training Poli-
cy document located under the Training menu tab. 
 
Partners are encouraged to undertake the Basic Driv-
er Education course, and any of the other courses of-
fered from time to time. Unfortunately couples cannot 
undertake the course at the same time as only one 
driver per vehicle can be instructed during a training 
course. Training of a member’s child is subject to 
approval by Club management and only when spare 
places are available. Couples may attend the Naviga-
tion, Map Reading  & GPS courses. 

Training 

The Southern Tablelands Four Wheel Drive Club is 
devoted to providing the best driver training possi-
ble. The Driver Training Team provides a range of 
courses throughout the year. Students are assigned 
an instructor over the period of the course. The 1:1 
instructor/student ratio ensures maximum transfer of 
skills and experience. 
The current courses are: 
Main Courses   
Basic Driver Training, 
Very Difficult Terrain, and 
Advanced Recovery (for Grade 4 and 5) 
   
Supplementary Courses 
Water Crossing, 
Sand Driving, 
Practical Map Reading, 
Navigation, 
Route Planning, 
GPS, and  
Other specific training relating to Club activities 
such as camper trailers etc may also be introduced.. 
 

 

A special offer to travelers  -  Sewing Machine - medium/heavy duty - available for short term loan.  
I have custody of a medium duty Singer sewing machine that is ideal for all those small canvas repair jobs or to 
create new tent peg bags, tool rolls, billy can bags, camp oven bags, etc. How far does your creative imagination 
go? The machine will handle up to three layers of medium weight canvas and uses very strong upholstery weight 
nylon thread that is great for reasonably heavy jobs. 

 Don 02 6161 1880 or 0408 649 732 
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Taylor Torque 
 

Greg Taylor 

 

As I am writing April is almost here and some cool-
er weather is around us.  Snow at Mt Buller I heard 
so no wonder.  Michael Patrick’s washed out Vic 
High trip may now be facing some snow at the end 
of May.  Its easy to complain about all the wet 
weather when the memory of the drought fades.  It 
was very long and very dry.    
 
Many things have been postponed.  Also postponed 
our aerial weed spraying arranged for Talooge to 
better manage our serrated tussock problems.  This 
was part of a program with Cooma Council and 
John Kjar, Graeme Kruse and Don Wiltshire have 
again been working on our behalf with the council.   
 
If you intend going to Talooge when it is not part of 
a scheduled event please let Rob Tiele our Property 
Coordinator or myself know.  From time to time the 
club allows use by other organisations or your visit 
may coincide with activities that may pose a health 
hazard, such as, the aerial weed spraying.   
 
Our Annual General Meeting was last month and I 
would like to welcome our new committee for the 
year: 
 
Marj Jones  Vice President  
John Kjar  Secretary 
Phil Henderson Treasurer 
Rosemary Orr Past President 
Richard Brand Events and Trips Coordinator 
Peter Reynolds Education Coordinator 
Kim Pritchard Membership Secretary 
Michael Patrick Publications Coordinator 
Rob Tiele  Property Coordinator 
Rob Dobson  Public Relations Coordinator 
General Member Ian Goodacre 
General Member Mark Pritchard 
General Member Lynne Donaldson 
General Member David Whight 
 
and me too as President.  We have some new faces 
on the committee and fresh ideas for this year.  This 
is your club committee so talk with the committee 
members and let them know your thoughts, ideas 
and feedback on the club.  Please support these peo-
ple as we are all volunteers working for you and our 
club.  
 

Congratulations to our newly awarded Life Mem-
bers Mark Adamson, Peter Butterfield, Neil Telfer 
and Peter Fenwick.   
 
The Christmas party is now in the club calendar for 
the last weekend of November (24th and 25th). So 
please enrol on the website for this event and get it 
into or onto your calendar now! 
 
The balloon spectacular was once again a great 
spectacular for Canberra.  I managed to get to a few 
days with Brenden until the weather interrupted the 
last couple of days.  Many thanks to all our volun-
teers (the bleary eyed ones) who helped the balloon-
ists from interstate and overseas – they do appreci-
ate us very much.  Our Coordinator, Catherine 
Panich did a great job too – thanks Catherine.  I am 
already looking forward to next March!  Check out 
the photo on the website home page.  The balloons 
looked fantastic and always drew a crowd. 
 
If you are enrolled to participate on a club trip or 
training course and you are unable to make it please 
ring the trip leader or training coordinator.    It is 
your responsibility to either confirm your participa-
tion or your cancellation with the leader. It is im-
portant to let these people know as a trip can be de-
layed waiting for you to arrive or arrangements 
made for your training that involves other volun-
teers. 
 
We have had new trips come onto the calendar that 
are run prior to the magazine being published.  The 
best way to find out about these opportunities is to 
log on to our website and check the ‘notify me’ box 
on the Trip Calendar.  Event and trip notifications 
will then be emailed to you and you can enrol on 
the trip from the website or ring the trip leader.  Use 
the ‘How to’ link on the website home page for fur-
ther help.  
 
I hope you are all enjoying 
our fresh autumn weather – 
great for camping so get out 
in the bush! 
 
Greg. 
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Membership Thingamybobs and Whoseywhatsits  
Kim Pritchard 

 

A big welcome to our newest members: 
Kelvin & Nicole Berry 
Andrew & Judy Deans 

Steven & Evonne Deans 
Robert & Jane Dunlop 

Kent Jorgensen & Jane Breaden 
Neil & Glenda Lynch 

Daniel & Rosina Mansson 
Christo Norman and Anna Gurnhill 

Stephen O’Connor 
Kevin & Kathleen O’Hara 

Ross Pettersson 
Jake Vanderstok 
Robert Wilson 

 
Well here we are in April already and it feels like 
the year is speeding along, we’ve only just recov-
ered from Christmas and Easter is upon us!  The 
good thing is there’s another long weekend and 
another opportunity to escape to the tracks with the 
wind in our hair and our campfires blazing.   
 

Speaking of which, for all our new members who 
are yet to complete driver training, there are a few 
Grade 1 trips/events coming up which you may be 
interested in… there is a new members picnic on 21 
April in the Badja State Forest (the Cascades is one 
of my personal favourites)  and a weekend chilling 
out at Talooge on 28/29 April, this one would be a 
great opportunity to get to know our bush property 
before going out there for your training.   

You can go out for the day, spend the whole week-
end or anything in between.  Check out the details 
in the calendar and get yourselves on a trip! 
 
A reminder to all our new members, if you haven’t 
already contacted Peter Reynolds (our brilliant Ed-
ucation Coordinator) to book in for driver training 
you need to do it now!  Pete’s contacts can be 
found in the Directory in the front of this magazine 
and also on the web.  What are you waiting for? 
 

Well, that’s it from me.  I hope you all enjoy East-
er, stay safe and until next time, happy travels! 
 
Kim 

2011 Christmas in July —a beautiful morning in 
Brindabella valley. 

Boris just loves water. 
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Telephone: (02) 6280 6416 Unit 1/68 –70 Kembla Street 
Facsimile: (02) 6239 1606 PO Box 1113 
Email:  sales@wattscom.com.au Fyshwick ACT 2609 
Web Address: http://www.wattscom.com.au ABN 62 008 641 923 

We are a one stop communications shop providing GARMIN GPS and Navigational equip-
ment, Vehicle Tracking,  UHF and AM CB radios, Marine VHF & UHF radios, HF Radios, 
Commercial Two-Way radios, Hands Free Kits for mobile phones, sales and rentals of  Mobile 
and Satellite phones, HF, UHF and Commercial radios. 
 

Our installation bay is fully equipped to undertake installations into all types of vehicles.  
 

Our workshop has qualified technicians who undertake the repair of HF Radios, AM/UHF 
CB’s and UHF/VHF Marine radios, commercial radios – mobile and hand held.  
 
We are the sales and service agents for the following brands: 
 

GARMIN, GME-ELETROPHONE, ICOM, KENWOOD, UNIDEN, MOTOROLA, SIMOCO, 
AND TAIT.  
We can also provide satellite phones on the Iridium and Globalstar satellite networks. 

 

ABN: 34 102 155 962 
Peter and Catherine 

0412 866 375 
www.independenttrailers.com.au 

 
Call us: 

To hire a Tvan off road camper trailer 
For a demonstration of the Tvan 
To talk about buying a camper trailer 

Local dealers for: 
Track Trailer 
Auspit (camping rotisserie perfect for the campfire) 
Tanami pumps (transfer fuel from your jerry can to vehicle without effort) 

Visit us at home in Chifley or see us at the shows listed on our website 
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Good Bye To A Friend 

                                                                                                                         Rosemary Orr 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Graham McKenzie joined our club in March 1990.  A School Principal by trade Graham had a wonderful 
gift for educating both children and adults alike. 
It was a wonderful treat to go on one of Graham’s poetry trips.  As well as great destinations there was al-
ways that wonderful time around the camp fire for stories, poetry and much more. 
Graham was the Secretary of the club in 1993 and then President in 1994.  He resigned towards the end of 
his term as president to take up a teaching position in Canada.  He was then immediate Past President from 
1995 until 1997.  Graham under took two 12 month teacher exchanges – one to Colorado Springs USA and 
then Toronto, Canada. 
 
Graham was the club’s liaison with the Balloon Fiesta committee and organised crews for a number of 
years.  He was instrumental in getting many of us involved in that great sport and raising the profile of 
ST4WDC in the balloon community. 
As well he was involved in many community groups.  Lions, Scouts, bushwalking clubs, APEX and the 
Rural Fire Service just to name a few. 
Graham’s vehicle of choice was a Troopy.  You would always know where he was in a convoy by the 
smoke screen produced by this wonderful vehicle. 
 
His adventurous streak led him to every corner of Australia and many places abroad.  He used any mode of 
transport available which always led to many interesting stories.  Graham certainly seized the day. 
Following his retirement from teaching Graham and his wife Leslie bought a block of land on the Deua 
River about 10km from Araluen.  Club members were always welcome to call.  They build their home and 
had a running battle with the wombats and kangaroos when trying to get anything to grow. 
Graham lost his 18 month battle with cancer on 8 March 2012.  To the end he blessed his family and 
friends with his wit, friendship, love, wisdom, ingenuity and his humour, sometimes as inappropriate as it 
was. 
Graham had a wonderful gift and he was a lovely man.  He will be remembered with fondness by all of 
those who knew him. 
Goodbye my friend – go well, 
Ro 
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ABOUT TRIPS 
TRIP GRADING 
For trips in the club’s calendar a grading system of levels 1 to 5 is used to assist members in deciding 
which trips they would most enjoy and which grade suits the driver’s level of skill and experience. This 
system of grading is a guide only. The grade assigned to a trip may change due to weather conditions, and 
the trip leader should be consulted in such circumstances. The trip leader has the right to deny a request 
from a driver who is considered not to have the necessary level of skill in 4Wdriving,or whose vehicle is 
deemed inadequate. 
 
*GRADE 1: very easy with little, if any 4wdriving involved; will usually consist of a scenic 

tour or a trip to camp. No 4WD skills are needed. 
*GRADE 2: a relatively moderate 4WD trip with winching and/or towing unlikely. Moderate 

level of 4WD skills needed, as well as completion of Basic Driver Education 
Course. 

*GRADE 3: a medium 4WD trip which requires cautious driving; winching should not be 
required. Good level of 4WD skills needed, as well as completion of Basic Driver 
Education Course. 

*GRADE 4: a moderately difficult 4WD trip with some winching and/or towing almost a 
certainty. High level of 4WD skills needed, as well as completion of both the 
Basic and Advanced Driver Education Courses. 

*GRADE 5: an extremely difficult 4WD trip. Participants must be experienced at traveling 
over difficult terrain. Winching and/or towing will definitely be required and 
participants must have all their own recovery equipment. Skill levels the same as 
Grade 4. 

 
DRIVER EXPERIENCE 
Conditions on some trips at Grade 3 and above may prove too difficult for inexperienced drivers. 
Please advise the trip leader of the level of skill, and vehicle equipment when signing up for such 
a trip. Members must have attended the ‘Safe-One’ Basic Vehicle Operation Course before 
driving on a Club trip above the Grade 1 level, unless they have satisfied the Club’s Education 
Coordinator that they have the necessary experience.  
 
TRIP PLANNING  
If you are planning a Trip or Social Event for the Club contact the Club Trips Co-ordinator, preferably at 
least two months in advance of your chosen dates. This will allow time to give your event a ‘good plug’ in 
the Southern Trails, and it helps to avoid clashes with other people’s plans. However, if a good event 
opportunity comes up at short notice our rules are sufficiently flexible to enable a quick approval.  Club 
policy requires that a Club event shall be publicised in the Club magazine, or at a General Meeting of the 
Club, or on the Club’s website in order for it to be considered a formal Club event and so be covered for 
the purposes of insurance, subsidies and so forth. 
 
For a trip using tracks that are not public roads it is Club policy to confirm with the appropriate authorities 
that access is permitted on the chosen dates. This includes National Parks, State Forests as well as private 
property. 
 
UHF RADIOS 
The Club strongly recommends that a UHF radio be carried to facilitate convoy procedures. UHF channel 
14 is used as the standard channel for trips. 
 
FIREARMS & PETS 
Firearms are not permitted on club trips. Pets are not allowed in National Parks, otherwise refer  to Trip 
leader. 
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6 - 9 Apr Paddy's River Dam Trailer Trip           2012-051 

 

Trip Leader: Richard Brand 

Email: webmaster@st4wdc.org 

Phone: 0418 568 358 (m) 

Limit: 10 vehicles 

Grade: 2 

Start: 9:00 AM 

Meeting Place: Uriarra Homestead 

Fuel: Full tank at start 

Requirements: UHF radio, well prepared vehicle, recovery gear 

Description: Paddy's River Dam is more like a large natural lake in a beautiful bush setting than a hydro dam.  
Close to Tumbarumba, it is on the Hume and Hovell walking trail.  The plan is to spend a leisurely 
day of easy driving getting there, followed by two or three nights camped in the same spot.  Enjoy 
a bit of peace and quiet, with walking, fishing and canoeing optional.  The rest we'll make up as we 
go along. Off-road camping trailers are welcome but not mandatory.  Some access tracks can get 
very slippery, but are not steep. 

Comments: Bring happy hour supplies and enough food and drink for three nights.  Kayak, fishing gear option-
al. 

 

7 Apr Easter Saturday BBQ and Night Drive           2012-008 

 

Trip Leader: Rob and Lynne Donaldson 

Email: aroundtownplumbing@grapevine.com.au 

Phone: 0407 072 573 (m) 

Limit: 12 people 

Grade: 3 

Start: 6:00 PM 

Meeting Place: Casuarina Sands 

Requirements: Basic driver training, basic recovery gear, torch, UHF radio, good tyres, well maintained vehicle. 

Description: Meet at the Casuarina Sands BBQ area below the Cotter Pumping Station for a BBQ and Easter 
Egg Hunt for the kids, then after dinner we will head out to the Brindies for a night drive exploring 
the tracks then head up Mount Corree Summit to take in the views. Kids are encouraged to come 
along. Bring your own dinner and drinks. 

 

21 Apr New Members Picnic           2012-038 

 

Trip Leader: Ian Goodacre 

Email: newtricks@bigpond.com.au 

Phone: 02 6291 0455 (h); 0457 168 402 (m) 

Limit: 20 vehicles 

Grade: 1 

 

Trips and Events 
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Start: 8:15 AM 

Meeting Place: Williamsdale 

Fuel: Full tank at the start 

Maps: NATMAP SJ55-04 (edition 4) 1:250,000, Bega. Or equivalent. (Optional) 

Requirements: UHF radio (handheld will do), roadworthy vehicle, morning and afternoon tea requirements of your 
choice, sunscreen, insect repellent, drinking water. 

Description: We will be heading south-east to the Baja State Forest for lunch at the Cascades on the Tuross 
River and return via Michelago or Captains Flat, time permitting. 

 Our route will take us to Bredbo the along the Jerangle Road past Strike-a-Light Fire Trail leading 
to Talooge, our bush block where we conduct our basic training and social events, to morning tea 
at a lovely shady picnic and camping area beside the Numeralla River. 

 After morning tea we have a leisurely drive into the Badja State Forest and down to the delightful 
Cascades picnic and camping area for a relaxing lunch and some socialising. There are camping 
tables and a pit toilet under the trees beside the river but you should bring folding tables and chairs 
if you have them to be sure of your comfort. BBQ'd sausages and onions a la Bunnings will be pro-
vided at lunch but you should bring any salads, drinks and other accompaniments of your choice. 

 After lunch the energetic, curious and happy snappers amongst us can do the 40 minute round trip 
stroll to the Cascades downriver should you wish to. Those thinking of doing the 2 hour round trip 
walk to Tuross Falls will need to come back another time. 

 We will return home via the Slap Up Fire Trail through Gurock National Park, pausing trackside for 
afternoon tea, then home via either Michelago or Captains Flat with a brief tour of the viewing plat-
forms at the old mine site. 

 

21 - 22 Apr Tantangara Trout Expedition           2012-045 

 

Trip Leader: Glen Watts 

Email: glen.jane@optusnet.com.au 

Phone: 0418 243 071 (m) 

Limit: 10 vehicles 

Grade: 2 

Start: 9:00 AM 

Meeting Place: Tharwa, just over bridge 

Fuel: Full Tank 

Requirements: Basic driver training, basic recovery gear, good tyres, well maintained vehicle, food water, supplies 
for happy hour (fish smokers welcome). Wood to be collected on the way 

Description: This is a weekend trip and could be done as a day trip for those not wanting to camp at Tan-
tangara. Travel is via Boboyan Road through to Tantangara Reservoir, camping on the lake fore-
shore past the old quarry. Return will be via Port Philip Trail, Broken Cart Trail and Brindabella 
Road . Camper trailers and boats welcome. Tantangara is an alpine region and people wishing to 
camp must be prepared for sudden changes in weather, snow can be likely at this time of the year. 
For the tryhards this is the prime time to catch a trout, for the diehards I’m sure the competition will 
be on 

 
 

Trips and Events 
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21 - 29 Apr Rosehill Supershow           2012-033 

 

Trip Leader: Make your own way 

Email: webmaster@st4wdc.org 

Phone: 0418 568 358 (m) 

Limit: unlimited 

Start: 9:00 AM 

Meeting Place: Rosehill Racecourse, Sydney 

Description: NSW caravanning, camping, recreation and holiday supershow 

 

28 - 29 Apr Relax at Talooge           2012-034 

 

Trip Leader: Rob and Lynne Donaldson 

Email: aroundtownplumbing@grapevine.com.au 

Phone: 0407 072 573 (m) 

Limit: unlimited 

Grade: 1 

Start: 9:00 AM 

Meeting Place: Williamsdale 

Fuel: Full tank 

Requirements: Please ensure you enrol on the website or contact Lynne on 0418 631 669 so that we can cater for 
everyone 

Description: Come along and join us for a Lunch Time BBQ at 1 pm ($10.00 per head for those who would like 
to participate) with steak sandwiches, salad and soft drinks. Relax and enjoy the company and 
scenery or drive the tracks and get to know your property. 

 New members welcome - come out for the day or spend the night getting to know each other 
around the campfire. All welcome. 

Comments: You can come for a day trip, stay the night or anything in-between. Meet at Williamsdale at 9am 
Saturday morning or head on out at your leisure 

 

5 - 6 May “Safe One” Basic Driver Training at Talooge Park       
                                        2012-014 

 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Phone: 02 6251 1258 (h); 0428 623 458 (m) 

Limit: 20 people 

Start: 8:00 AM 

Meeting Place: Bredbo Service Station 

Description: This is the Club’s official and accredited basic driver education course. 

Comments: You must phone Peter to book this event 

 

 

Trips and Events 
 



Page 12 

Trips and Events 
 

12 May “Safe One” Basic Driver Training Course Follow-up Day          
 2012-015 

 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Phone: 02 6251 1258 (h); 0428 623 458 (m) 

Limit: 20 people 

Start: 8:00 AM 

Description: This is day three of the basic driver education course and MUST be attended before participating 
on any Club trips where the proposed route is expected to be at Grade 2 or above 

 

12 - 13 May OziExplorer Nav X           2012-039 

 

Trip Leader: Michael Patrick 

Email: michael.patrick2@bigpond.com 

Phone: 0412 377 941 (m) 

Limit: 10 vehicles 

Grade: 2 

Start: 8:00 AM 

Meeting Place: Williamsdale 

Fuel: Full Tank 

Maps: Will be supplied where possible. If you have electronic maps of the general area bring them along 

Description: This is a hands on OziExplorer Navagiation Exercise. We will depart Willamsdale at 0800 and pro-
ceed to Talooge Park. We will then devote Saturday morning understanding trip planning and using 
Oziexplorer, and plan a route to Cowarra Gold mine. After lunch each vehicle will drive to the gold 
mine using their GPS and return to Talooge. Saturday evening will be devoted to planning a route 
to Tallaganda National Park and driving the tracks. On Sunday each vehicle will follow their trip 
plan prepared on Saturday night and drive the National Park with the aim of being back in Canber-
ra by 1700. 

Comments: You must have a GPS using OziExplorer and the ability to transfer information from a Laptop to a 
GPS unit. If you have a laptop please bring it along. This is an exercise to enhance users skills in 
using OziExplorer for trip planning. Please note this is not a basic introduction to OziExplorer but 
slightly more advanced. 

 

19 - 26 May Vic High Mountain Country           2012-001 

 

Trip Leader: Michael Patrick 

Email: michael.patrick2@bigpond.com 

Phone: 0412 377 941 (m) 

Limit: 12 vehicles 

Grade: 3 

Start: 8:00 AM 

Meeting Place: National Dinosaur Museum, Barton Highway 

Fuel: Full tank at start 
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Trips and Events 
 

Maps: NSW South, Hema Victoria East Gippsland, Hema High Country Victoria West 

Requirements: Basic driver training, basic recovery gear, UHF radio, good tyres, well maintained and reliable vehi-
cle which should have good ground clearance (vehicles that have standard suspension will require 
approval by the trip leader), camping gear including gas stove for cooking (possible fire restriction 
could be enforce), food and water to last 4 days. Bow saw/axe for track clearing (chain saw if you 
have one), and a blind/tarp for water crossing. If you have tyre chains bring them along. Fuel to 
cover 400kms in low range. 

Description: Travel via Hume Highway to Bright and camp over night. From there will will make our way to Dar-
go and camp. We will then travel the numerous tracks around this area ie. Haunted Stream, Billy 
Goat and the Infamous Franks Track. We will also explore the Grant Historic Mining area. Return 
trip will be via Omeo and Tumut. This is a flexible trip due to the nature of the Victorian High Coun-
try so each day's proposed plans may change. 

Comments: This trip will encounter steep mountain trails and long deep descents into valleys. There will be 
quite a few water crossings at varying depths (blinds may be required). The mountain environment 
can change at any time so be prepared for hot and possibly cold extreme conditions. Camping will 
be at differerent sites. Long drops are available at all camp sites but not showers. Hot showers will 
be available at Dargo and Swifts Creek. There is a definite possibility that some vehicle recoveries 
may be required 

 

20 May A Social Event - Wine Walkabout           2012-042 

 

Trip Leader: Rosemary Orr 

Email: ROrr@moray.com.au 

Phone: 0414 568 358 (m) 

Limit: 12 vehicles 

Grade: 1 

Start: 9:00 AM 

Meeting Place: Barton Highway Dinosaur Museum car park 

Fuel: Full tank at start 

Requirements: Morning and afternoon tea, a sense of humour, a co-driver if you wish to partake more than a tast-
ing. Basic recovery gear, vehicle in good working order with high clearance, good tyres, basic driv-
er training, UHF radio. We should not require many of the last requirements but it is better to be 
prepared than not 

Description: A fun day out before we hibernate for winter. A leisurely wander around some of the great wineries 
of the Canberra District. A good time to add to your cellar or find a drop to enjoy in front of the fire. 
We will be lunching at one of wineries so you will have to pay for your meal. Not sure if we will do 
Murrumbateman or Lake George at this stage but all will be revealed in the fullness of time. 

 

27 May Winching and Recovery Exercise           2012-020 

 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Phone: 02 6251 1258 (h); 0428 623 458 (m) 

Limit: 12 people 

Start: 8:30 AM 

Meeting Place: Casuarina Sands 

Requirements: Basic driver training, vehicle with electric winch or hand winch, full recovery kit 
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Description: Winches are great if they are working and you know how to use them.  This training day will help 
on both counts. 

Comments: You must phone Peter to book this event 

 

27 May Brindabella Classic           2012-040 

 

Trip Leader: Michael Patrick 

Email: michael.patrick2@bigpond.com 

Phone: 0412 377 941 (m) 

Limit: unlimited 

Grade: 2 

Start: 8:30 AM 

Meeting Place: Uriarra Homestead 

Fuel: Full tank 

Maps: ACT Region (1/100 000) and 1/25 000 maps of Bobbys Plains, Couragago, Umburra and Cotter 
Dam 

Requirements: Basic driver training, basic recovery gear, UHF radio, good tyres, well maintained and reliable vehi-
cle, morning tea and lunch. Camera, binoculars and a chair are also a good idea. Bow saw / axe 
for track clearing if necessary. 

Description: This day trip is a great way for new members to explore Canberra's back yard or more experienced 
members to also enjoy a day in the Brindabella mountains. We meet at Uriarra Homestead and 
then head to Picadilly Circus following Brindabella/Tumut Road. Take Gentle Annie fire trail to Flea 
Creek on the Goodradigbee River for morning tea. We will climb up Webbs Ridge to approximately 
1200 metres and then on past the power lines to Waterfall fire trail. Dropping to the river again 
lunch will be at Lowells Flat or McIntyres Hut. Backtrack to Waterfall fire trail then Foley FT and 
Doctors Flat Rd and an afternoon stop at Pig Hill summit and finally air up and head for home 

Comments: A great trip for members who have just completed Driver Training 

 

11 Jun Queen's Birthday            

 

 

7 - 8 Jul Christmas in July, Laurel Hill, Tumbarumba          2012-046 

 

Trip Leader: Marj Jones 

Email: marjorie.jones@det.nsw.edu.au 

Phone: 0427 284 236 (m) 

Limit: unlimited 

Grade: 1 

Start: 9:00 AM 

Meeting Place: Uriarra Homestead 

Fuel: full tank at start 
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Requirements: Cost $74 per person paid by 24 June, BYO sheets, blankets, pillows, towels and personal items, 
BYO alcohol / drinks (tea and coffee are provided) 

Description: This trip continues the tradition of Christmas in July at Laurel Hill Forest Lodge, Tumbarumba. After 
meeting at the very respectable time of 9am at Uriarra homestead we will travel via the back roads 
over the Brindabellas for lunch in Tumut and then on to Laurel Hill in time for afternoon tea. 

 Accommodation is in the lodge style cabins that have been converted from the low-security gaol / 
forestry camp. Each lodge accommodates 8 to 12 people on a twin share basis in separate bunk-
rooms. The lodges have a common area with a heater, fridge, chairs and tables and a sink. 

 The weekend is well catered with afternoon tea of homemade biscuits and cakes on arrival, a three 
course Christmas dinner on Saturday night and full breakfast comprising bacon and eggs, cereal, 
fruit, toast and homemade Jams on Sunday morning. After breakfast we pack up and head off 
again via the back roads on a different route for the drive home. 

Comments: special dietary requirements and times for meals can be catered for – please notify the trip leader 
of these by 20th June 2012 

 

11 - 12 Aug Cold at Bendethera Caves           2012-035 

 

Trip Leader: Michael Patrick 

Email: michael.patrick2@bigpond.com 

Phone: 0412 377 941 (m) 

Limit: 13 vehicles 

Grade: 3 

Start: 8:30 AM 

Meeting Place: McDonalds Car Park Queanbeyan 

Fuel: Full tank 

Requirements: reliable well maintained vehicle, good tyres, basic recovery gear, cooking gear, water, radiator blind 
for water crossings 

Description: This will be a cold trip, temperatures will drop into the low minus so rug up warm and bring a good 
sleeping bag. Bendethera valley is great in winter, crisp and dry. The plan is to travel via Araluen 
and have morning tea at Dry Creek. From here will travel via Merricumbene fire trail. This track can 
be quite rutted and tricky in certain sections. There will be three water crossings that can be quite 
deep. We will depart Sunday midday and head out via Dampier fire trail and other tracks leading to 
Krawarree road. Parties may split up here to head to North Canberra. The rest will travel Snowball 
Road into Tallaganda National Park and eventually reach Michelago 

Comments: Can possibly encounter snow in Tallanganda National Park 

 

8 Sep New members picnic           2012-043 

 

Trip Leader: Robert Tiele 

Email: robert.tiele@cit.edu.au 

Phone: 0406 377 527 (m) 

Limit: 10 vehicles 

Grade: 1 

Start: 8:00 AM 

Meeting Place: Queanbeyan Red Rooster car park 
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Fuel: Full tank at Queanbeyan 

Maps: Hema Australia 

Requirements: Vehicle in good working order and registered, UHF radio (handhelds are OK).  The Club will pro-
vide a barbeque but bring your own salads and drinks, plus morning and afternoon tea 

Description: An easy drive on good dirt roads through Forbes Creek and Majors Creek visiting the Big Hole 
then back home via Braidwood and Mayfield. The trip is designed for new members who have not 
done the basic driver training, but existing members are incouraged to participate. 

Comments: A great day out to meet new members. 

 

8 - 9 Sep Explore The Tracks of Abercrombie River National Park          
 2012-036 

 

Trip Leader: Michael Patrick 

Email: michael.patrick2@bigpond.com 

Phone: 0412 377 941 (m) 

Limit: 10 vehicles 

Grade: 2 

Start: 8:30 AM 

Meeting Place: Federal Highway, Eagle Hawk car park 

Fuel: Full Tank 

Maps: Taralga, Fulleraton, Zone55 MGA OZF 

Requirements: UHF Radio, Good Tyres, Vehicle in good condition 

Description: Abercrombie River National Park is located 60km North of Goulburn. The park preserves the larg-
est remaining intact patch of low open forest in the south-west central tablelands area. Casuarinas 
stand beside deep waterholes on the park's three main waterways. We will transit to the park via 
Goulburn/Abercrombie road and enter the park via Felled Timber road and Brass Walls fire trail. 

 Once inside the park we will travel the various tracks Saturday afternoon and either camp at Silent 
Creek or at Bummaroo Ford. On Sunday we will re-drive the tracks and lunch at one of the river 
sites. After lunch we will have a leisurely drive back to Canberra. 

Comments: This is a easy trip with only a couple of sections that will require definitive picking of the line. This is 
an excellent bedding in for new members. Bring food, water and happy hour supplies. 

 

14 - 16 Sep “Safe One” Basic Driver Training at Talooge Park            
 2012-016 

 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Phone: 02 6251 1258 (h); 0428 623 458 (m) 

Limit: 20 people 

Start: 7:00 PM 

Meeting Place: Bredbo Service Station 

Description: This is the Club’s official and accredited basic driver education course. 

Comments: You must phone Peter to book this event 
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15 Sep South Coast Forests Loop           2012-025 

 

Trip Leader: Dan O'Hara 

Email: ohara5@homemail.com.au 

Phone: 02 6231 3872 (h); 0406 375 677 (m) 

Grade: 3 

Start: 8:30 AM 

Meeting Place: Bredbo,  Jerangle Road, 100-m off the Monaro Hwy 

Fuel: Bredbo and Cooma. The estimated round trip distance is approx. 400kms. 

Maps: The South Coast Forest Map 

Requirements: Basic driver training, recovery gear, good tyres, UHF CB radio, well-maintained and reliable vehi-
cle, food and water for the day. 

Description: The basic route will be Bredbo, Jerangle Rd., Peakview, Badja F/T,  Belowra Valley, Wandello Rd., 
Peak Alone and Brassknocker F/Ts,  Wadbilliga Rd, Two Rivers Plain, Cooma and Monaro High-
way. Return ETA  6.00pm. 

Comments: This will be largely the same as Ian Goodacre's trip in April 2010. Some variation from the route 
may occur. Fire trails may be overgrown and if rain occurs in the days before hand fire trails may 
become more difficult. Wadbilliga River crossings are normally shallow. Tuross River crossing to 
be made as well. 

 

22 Sep “Safe One” Basic Driver Training Course Follow-up Day          
 2012-017 

 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Phone: 02 6251 1258 (h); 0428 623 458 (m) 

Limit: 20 people 

Start: 8:00 AM 

Description: This is day three of the basic driver education course and MUST be attended before participating 
on any Club trips where the proposed route is expected to be at Grade 2 or above 

 

28 Sep - 1 Oct 9th Australian 4WD Gathering 2012           2012-011 

 

Trip Leader: John Turbill 

Email: webmaster@st4wdc.org 

Phone: 0418 568 358 (m) 

Limit: unlimited 

Start: 12:00 AM 

Meeting Place: Gawler Ranges SA, Mt Ive Station 

Description: The 9th Australian 4WD Gathering 2012 brings together four-wheel drivers from across the nation 
to participate in four-wheel driving, the opportunity to meet new 4WD friends and enjoy a brilliant 
long weekend in South Australia’s stunning Gawler Ranges. The National 4WD gathering includes 
some meals, 4WD tours, demonstrations, guest speakers, workshops, bush dance, happy hours 
and much more... Whether you are in a 4WD Club, prefer to travel alone or with friends, you are 
invited to be part of this memorable 4WD Gathering event 
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6 - 8 Oct Mystery Bay Tuross R and Wadbilliga           2012-027 

 

Trip Leader: Dan O'Hara 

Email: ohara5@homemail.com.au 

Phone: 02 6231 3872 (h); 0406 375 677 (m) 

Limit: 12 vehicles 

Grade: 2 

Start: 8:30 AM 

Meeting Place: Williamsdale 

Fuel: Full tank at start. Fuel is available at Cobargo and along the coast, Bodalla, Cooma. 

Maps: South Coast Forests, Zone 55 or Bega 1:250,000 topo. And for those with these Vector maps - 
OzTopo 3.0 or Shonky of course. 

Requirements: Your camping equipment / trailer. Happy hour supplies. Food etc.  Recovery gear, UHF radio.  
Vehicle and tyres in good nick.  Basic Driver Training. 

Description: Mystery Bay is one of the most beautiful spots on the South Coast, just a  few kilometres from Na-
rooma.  We stay in the Primitive Camping Ground for a daily charge (to be confirmed).  The camp 
area is huge, shaded by  trees and close to beaches and fishing spots.  A nearby lagoon is ideal  
for canoes.  There are long drops and cold showers.  The trip is suitable for off-road camping trail-
ers. 

 Outbound we travel via Numeralla through Wadbilliga and Yowrie Roads to Cobargo then travel to 
the Primitive Camping Ground at Mystery Bay. We will stay there for two nights doing as you like.  
Home bound we travel through Bodalla, Nerrigundah, Comans Mine and along the Tuross River 
back to Numeralla. There will be water crossings but they should be fairly shallow. 

 If you forget happy hour supplies, Narooma is just a few  minutes away. 

Comments: Fees apply. We are going on the ACT Family and Community long weekend (off peak $15 per site 
per night) rather than the Labour Day weekend. However, it may still be peak rates ($25 per site 
per night). The other name for this campground is Mystery Bay Camp Ground  

 

 

INFORMATION NIGHT  SAND & WATER CROSSING 
COURSE 

       Wednesday 12th. Sept. 7.30pm. At Raiders Club Weston. 
 { old Royals Rugby club.} 

This is a compulsory once only pre-meeting to give all members that are booked in all the infor-
mation required to get your vehicle prepared in advance for this challenging course. 

There will not be any other opportunity to get this information so please don't miss it. 
We will confirm your place and organise convoys on the night. 

Please bring pen and note pad as we will have DVDs to look at and lots of information for you. 
NO need to confirm  Just turn up OR send someone to fill in for you.  

       Peter Reynolds  O.A.M. 0428623458 
           Education Coordinator...... 
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27 - 28 Oct River Crossing and Sand Driving           2012-022 

 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Phone: 02 6251 1258 (h); 0428 623 458 (m) 

Limit: 20 vehicles 

Start: 8:00 AM 

Description: This is the Club's annual training course covering river crossings and sand driving.  You must 
phone Peter to book this event. 

 

9 - 11 Nov “Safe One” Basic Driver Training at Talooge Park           2012-
018 

 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Phone: 02 6251 1258 (h); 0428 623 458 (m) 

Limit: 20 people 

Start: 7:00 PM 

Meeting Place: Bredbo Service Station 

Description: This is the Club’s official and accredited basic driver education course. 

Comments: You must phone Peter to book this event 

 

18 Nov “Safe One” Basic Driver Training Course Follow-up Day          
 2012-019 

 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Phone: 02 6251 1258 (h); 0428 623 458 (m) 

Limit: 20 people 

Start: 8:00 AM 

Description: This is day three of the basic driver education course and MUST be attended before participating 
on any Club trips where the proposed route is expected to be at Grade 2 or above 

 

24 - 25 Nov Christmas Party at Talooge Park           2012-050 

 

Trip Leader: The Committee 

Email: greg.j.taylor@bigpond.com 

Phone: 02 6241 3547 (h); 0401 710 071 (m) 

Limit: unlimited 

Start: 8:30 AM 

Meeting Place: Williamsdale 
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Description: This is our club's 2012 Christmas party at our property Talooge Park.  Put it in your calendar now!  

 There will be lots of activities and fun for kids and the bigger kids too.  A monster raffle is being 
organised to be drawn at the party as well as the riotous adult gift giving / stealing game - the Gift 
Grab.  We are planning a return of the famous Funkhana on Sunday to test driving skills, patience, 
trust and communication.  

 Further details coming soon - but get it in or on your calendar!    

 

 

9 Dec Winching and Recovery Exercise           2012-021 

 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Phone: 02 6251 1258 (h); 0428 623 458 (m) 

Limit: 12 people 

Start: 8:30 AM 

Meeting Place: Casuarina Sands 

Requirements: Basic driver training, vehicle with electric winch or hand winch, full recovery kit 

Description: Winches are great if they are working and you know how to use them.  This training day will help 
on both counts. 

Comments: You must phone Peter to book this event 

 

Wanted 
High quality Photos of Club Trips 

 
The editor is currently creating a picture library of club trips.  Can any club member please 
burn their high quality photos onto disk and either mail them to the club PO box  or drop 

them  off at the club meeting. 
This is not just for the past but any club trips in future  

 
Michael Patrick Editor 
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Work at Talooge  
 

14-16 Jan 2012                                                                                      Don Wiltshire 

 

Ian and Jeanette Flannagan  
Don Wiltshire  

 

We spent a great four days at Talooge.  The weath-
er was kind to us, no rain and reasonably cool days.  
We heard that Canberra had its coldest January day 
on record while we were away.  That certainly was-
n’t reflected at Talooge.  Ian and Jeanette brought 
their Kimberley and we set up at the lower camping 
ground. With summer in full swing there was an 
abundance of birds around the camp site.  We even 
had a visit from a curious Dollar Bird.  The first I 
have seen at the block.  At 5.30am the volume of 
the morning chorus was enough to wake anyone.  
What a great way to start the day! 
 

On the jobs front we were doing follow up work on 
the projects started in December.   
 

Backpack Wet Bench 
The major components of the bench were prefabri-
cated in Canberra and transported to the block for 
assembly.   With the paving behind the chemical 
shed completed the new bench was put together 
and the levels adjusted.  A deep sink and draining 
board were installed at one end to provide a wash-
ing facility and a tall area at the other end will 
make it easier to get the packs up onto the shoul-
ders.  There will be no more lifting them from the 
ground and trying to get the shoulder straps on and 
straight with a 20kg+ weight swinging behind you.  
Now we will be able to get the straps onto the 
shoulders before taking the weight of a full pack.  
The bench is long enough to let us fill four back-
pack spray units at the same time.    
The next step is to install the plumbing which will 
enable us to use clean tank water to fill the packs.  
Watch this space... 
 

Post and Rail Fence 
In December Ian and his mate John cut the timber 
for an extension to the post and rail fence.  John 
then trimmed each post and cut the rail holes in all 
the posts. Prior to them being installed Jeanette 
painted the new post and rail timbers with our usual 
mixture of turpentine and linseed oil.   While I went 
off and did some mowing, she then repainted the 
existing post and rail fence while Ian started dig-
ging the holes for the fence extension.  By the end 
of the day the painting was finished and Jeanette 
and Ian had half of the new fence in place.   The 
next morning Ian and I put in the remainder of the 
posts and rails and lined them up with the existing 
fence.   

While it was heavy work, the whole job came to-
gether quite well and quite quickly.  I wasn’t ex-
pecting to see the complete fence put up during this 
visit. 
 

Mowing 
Just like around Canberra at the moment, this sea-
son has seen the spread of St Johns Wort It is also 
spreading around the block.  This weed tends to be 
scattered single plants at first but these soon spread 
seeds and runners that multiply quickly.  While 
spot spraying is probably the best way to eliminate 
it, mowing is almost as effective if done before the 
plant can go to seed. This is the same for serrated 
tussock, verbascum and pattersons curse.  A lot of 
the native grasses had already gone to seed while 
most weeds had not so it was a good time to mow.  
The area from the lower camping ground up to the 
sheds was mown.  As usual it came up really well, 
looking as good as any camping ground you might 
encounter in your travels. 
The mower lived up to its reputation for doing a 
great job but needing continual maintenance.  
Somewhere near the end of the full day of mowing 
a clip holding a support wheel on the mower disap-
peared.  So the mower is now out of action until a 
new clip is sourced and the wheel reinstalled. 
 

Laserlite 
On a dull day the interior of the chemical shed can 
be quite dark especially in the back corners.  This 
is also a problem in the machinery shed.  I had half 
a sheet of clear corrugated laserlite left over from a 
project at home.  With an angle grinder Ian cut half 
a sheet of galvanised iron from the roof of the 
chemical shed just above where more light was 
needed and replaced it with the laserlite. Now the 
amount of light in the back of the shed is really 
good.  Being clear plastic, you almost need sun-
glasses in there when the sun is overhead.   
 

Next Visit 
Install the plumbing to put water onto the new wet 
bench 
Do some spot spraying of weeds and fence lines. 
Fix the mower and mow the lower part of the home 
paddock 
Put metal caps on the corner posts of the post and 
rail fence to reduce splitting due to moisture/drying 
cycles. 
Check the smaller trees for signs of water stress 
and water as required. 
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High Country Revisited (continued) 

 
 

6-29 January 2012 Day 3 & 4                                                                       Paul Oboohov  

 

SWIFTS CREEK, Saturday 28th January, 2012: 
After a leisurely pack up at the Swifts Creek Cara-
van Park, the participants filled up at the service 
station, on this third day of a four day trip. As Rita 
and I were last in (meaning I am now writing up 
the Saturday and Sunday of the trip), leader Robert 
Tiele speeded things up a bit by successfully ask-
ing the proprietor to start up his compressor and 
personally aired up my tyres, while I paid for fuel. 
My spare under my 100 series was found to be 
hanging a bit loose, and an inspection by Tim Hol-
land found that the previous day’s drop-offs and 
rocks on the Haunted Stream track to the west of 
Swifts Creek had bashed my spare, dumping some 
air, and even bending my spare tyre bracket, so 
that the chain couldn’t tighten it up. Robert and 
Tim quickly had it up on my roof bars, wedged 
against my new Foxwing awning, supported by my 
shovel handle, secured with Mike Sharp’s 4 ton 
ratchet strap, and Tim’s strap. Thanks, guys! 
 

A few kilometres north of Swifts Creek, we turned 
east onto Bindi Road, and then Nunniong Road. 
Someone had heard in Swifts Creek that there may 
be bushfires in the Nunniong Plains area, which 
prompted Robert to mobilise convoy resources to 
scan other UHF CB channels, ring Parks Victoria, 
and scan public radio stations for any news. How-
ever, the rumour was not confirmed, and a passing 
vehicle with horse trailer advised that there were 
no bushfires in that area. 
 

On the way, we came into CB radio contact with 
one of the other three Southern Tablelands 4WD 
Club groups in the Victorian High Country, meet-
ing up with them some minutes later at the Wash-
ington Winch, a historical relic steam engine on 
the hillside, with the massive cabling and giant 
pulleys still held aloft by tall posts, the cabling 
draping downhill. After some 15 minutes of a ma-
jor social convocation of the Club of some 30 or 
more members, with many a picture taken, the 
groups went their separate ways, our group going 
around the corner to Mount Nugong (1481m), 
where we took pics of the excellent views, and 
aired down. 
 

We then took the South Escarpment Track, a very 
steep descent through the abundant forest and un-
dergrowth, with Robert announcing that while the 
trip was a Grade 3, this was really a Grade 4 track, 
meant as a feather in our caps.  

Thanks, Rob, as my right hand sidestep on my 100 
series with standard suspension was slightly remod-
eled over a rock step. A quick inspection at the bot-
tom by Dave Buckley found no other damage 
(though the scraping noises weren’t just coming 
from the sidestep! I do have underbody protection 
plates, though …). Note to self: fit better suspen-
sion to lift the vehicle! 
 

Then it was around the corner on Plain Road, with 
morning tea at Moscow Villa Hut. This hut is in 
very good condition, for a hut built in 1942. The 
builder, Bill Ah Chow, a forestry worker and fire 
spotter on nearby Mount Nugong, named the hut 
after the Russians won the Battle of Moscow in 
World War II, stopping a German advance. During 
the Cold War 1950’s, when visiting State and For-
estry officials objected to the name of the hut, Bill 
thought quickly and advised them that it was actu-
ally an acronym for ‘My Own Summer Cottage 
Officially Welcome Visitors Inside Light Luncheon 
Available’. At this stop, we all checked our car flu-
ids, and Dave and Carol’s 100 series, and one other 
vehicle, had low engine oil issues. Luckily spare oil 
was on hand from among the convoy. 
 

The convoy then proceeded on Plain Road, and 
explored Sawpit Road, Nunniong Plains Track, 
Marble Gully Track and Garron Point Track. We 
stopped for lunch at the junction with Nunniong 
Road, where Mike Sharp found and showed every-
one a gecko he had picked up. We also aired up to 
30psi, Nunniong Road being well graded. 
 

In the Nunniong Plains area, and indeed right 
through into NSW, we encountered large piles of 
horse droppings, sometimes every 50 metres, which 
Carol described as territory markers by brumby 
stallions, in this part of the High Country. Though 
we never saw any brumbies. 
 

Dropping down Limestone Road into the Lime-
stone Creek valley, Rob stopped at the pleasant 
grassy campsite for the convoy to regroup, and also 
to have a yarn with some ARB Canberra employees 
camped there. Danyell took the opportunity to have 
some words with the successful salesperson that 
had had a hand in the very beefed up look of 
Mike’s truck. I think the credit card is off limits!  
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Soon afterwards we were on the Cobberas Trail, a 
rough, winding track through picturesque semi-
alpine wilderness, skirting the base of Mount Cob-
beras Number 1 (there is a Number 2 to the north). 
I marveled at a large open grassy alpine swamp at 
its base, which seemed protected by an electric 
paddock fence, presumably to stop the brumbies 
from denuding the vegetation. It was here that I 
was extolling the virtues of bushwalking to the 
summit of such a spectacular peak, to which Mike 
retorted that if The Deity had meant for us to have 
anything but four wheels, we would have had four 
legs. I replied that there is a brand of bushwalking 
pole whose slogan is “four legs good, two legs 
bad”. After all, I had done a lot of bushwalking, 
including in the alpine Kosciuszko National Park 
and the moun-
tains of Tasma-
nia. We then 
descended a 
steep escarp-
ment on the 
northeast base 
of the mountain, 
and set up camp 
at MacFarlane’s 
(small) Flat, on 
the Berrima 
River, just south 
of the NSW 
border.  
 
After three days 
four wheel driv-
ing, a small pool 
in the river provided welcome relief to some, as did 
the happy hour around the fire. A few thunder-
storms announced their presence, and we received 
some light rain as dinners cooked. Some of the in-
structors were worried at the prospect of a final day 
of recovering vehicles, and late at night Thommo 
gravely informed me that my new winch would be 
needed. However, when he and Dave spotted but 
one star poking through the overcast, they literally 
danced for joy. 
 
They needn’t have worried, as Sunday 29th January 
dawned clear and blue, and we headed off for a 
morning tea at the Ingeegoodbee River. The steep 
climb out on the other side was quite challenging, 
especially with a large new wheel-depth hole on 
the left in the upper part.  

Rob and later Thommo directed people past the 
hole via the rock shelf to the right, as we revved 
our way up. However, Mike “what me worry” 
Sharp simply pointed his truck into the hole, his 
very large wheels easily climbing out of it. Ask 
Rob for a copy of the disk, his son Alex was vide-
oing everyone. 
 
Meeting up with the Ingeegoodbee Track on the 
ridge, we turned right and stopped for the spectacu-
lar views from the grassy knob of Mount Menaak, 
with the vistas of the Snowy River valley to the 
east, Mt Cobberas No. 1 to the southwest, Victori-
an alps on the horizon to the west, and the Kosci-
uszko ridge to the north (all on the disk). The ARB 

people caught 
up, and obliged 
to take group 
photos of the 
convoy partici-
pants. Then it 
was a steep de-
scent over some 
knolls down to 
the Snowy River 
Road. 
 

We drove south 
to Suggan Bug-
gan, to view the 
19th century tiny 
wooden slab 
wall and shingle 
roof construc-
tion historic 

school hut (typical first dwelling construction style 
on the Monaro and mountains), some of us pur-
chasing apples left on the farmhouse fence, and 
headed north to the Willis Campground for lunch 
on the Snowy River, just shy of the NSW border. 
 

The large campgrounds, with basic facilities, and 
the broad open sandy beaches took our breath 
away, with some of us going for a dip in the invit-
ing river, a relief from the hot weather. It was here 
that we said our goodbyes, and the convoy broke 
up, as people wended their way up the picturesque 
Barry Way and the seemingly endless and broad 
Snowy River valley, up the hill to Wallace Craigie 
Lookout, and onto the Ingebyra Road past farms to 
Jindabyne and home. 

High Country Revisited (cont) 

 
 

6-29 January 2012 Day 3 & 4                                                                       Paul Oboohov  
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Graeme Kruse  
  Don Wiltshire   

After a short break for a very successful Promo it 
was time to get back to whipping the vegetation 
into shape at the block.  The weather was kind to 
us with no rain and cool days.   
 

The bird(s) of this visit were a pair of Red-browed 
Firetail finches that were moving among the bushes 
along the river bank.  Another first sighting for me 
at the block.  Our resident pair of Gang Gangs 
seem to be breeding again this year, in the tall trees 
near the shelter.  They become very noisy when 
there is any activity in their local area. 
 

Weed management 
In January the Cooma Council wrote to all land-
holders in the area of Talooge with an offer to do 
aerial spraying of large concentrations of serrated 
tussock.  The price to be charged was very reasona-
ble, particularly when we found out that if we sup-
ply our own chemicals, the cost comes down al-
most 40%. 
 

There are several large tracts of tussock on the 
block that we have not had the time, machinery or 
manpower to tackle in any serious way.  Keeping 
the home paddock relatively clear of weeds con-
sumes most of our spraying time and effort.   
 

Some of the bigger infestations are obvious to peo-
ple using the tracks.  For example the country 
around the lower reaches of Hole in the Wall 
Creek.  This includes the nursery slopes and offset 
mounds plus an area further up the creek.  In addi-
tion there are other areas off the beaten track that 
are little used and seldom seen such as the river 
banks at the end of the Chicken Run and Honey-
moon Bay tracks plus an extensive infestation to-
wards the northern gate.  This last one has no 4WD 
tracks into it and can only be accesses by foot. 
 

On Thursday, 22 February, Graeme and I met the 
Cooma Weeds Officer at the block for a looks at 
areas on Talooge that could be sprayed.  We identi-
fied about seven large infestations totalling roughly 
10ha that could be attacked.  The chemical to be 
used delivers a slow kill to serrated tussock and 
prevents regrowth from any seed held in the soil.  It 
has no effect on eucalypts or other larger plants.  
The spraying is done via a helicopter meaning that 
it can come in low enough to deliver the chemical 
in a targeted manner to minimise spray drift.   
 

Due to the continuing wet weather the spraying 
program has been postponed until after the end of 
March.  Before then Graeme and I will try to mark 
the boundaries of some of the tussock patches to 
make them more visible from the air. 
 

Mowing 
Graeme gave the mower its usual heart massage to 
get it going.  The lower reaches of the home pad-
dock down around lower Thurbon Flat were 
mowed to keep weeds from seeding.  This area 
seems to be an ideal environment for weeds like 
verbascum and fleabane, both of which leave very 
stiff dead stalks after mowing.  This makes the 
ground unsuitable for camping as these things are 
likely to come right through most groundsheets.  
The weeds are annuals or semi-annuals so we hope 
that in a year or two the growth of new plants will 
be minimised and the area can be put to good use. 
 

Chemical shed plumbing 
Graeme installed the pipe work to provide clean 
tank water at the new bench.  To provide sufficient 
pressure, water will be taken from the top storage 
tank.  With a few minor adjustments on our next 
visit, the installation will be complete.  It was a real 
treat to be able to fill backpacks with guaranteed 
clean water with just the turn of a tap! 
 

One issue Graeme and I have had for a while is 
how to transfer water from the lower tank up to the 
top tank.  The lower tank catches all the rainwater 
from the roof of the driver training shed and is al-
ways full, overflowing whenever it rains.  The top 
tank is filled from the lower tank and is currently 
down about 25%.  Our efforts to get the pump to 
actually transfer water have not been successful.  
Being novices in the dark arts of pumps, airlocks 
and valves we were sure we must be missing a vital 
piece of knowledge.  I stayed over on the Saturday 
of the driver training weekend to work with our 
resident guru, Peter Butterfield.  It seems that most 
of the things we were doing were correct.  The is-
sue is a lack of grunt in the pump, ie it is under-
sized for our job.  The pump came as part of a ‘buy 
a tank and get a free pump’ offer.  The pump is fine 
for shifting water around a flat block but gets a her-
nia trying to push water vertically about 10m, 
which is the height difference between our tanks.  
At least we now know what the problem is.   
 
 

Work at Talooge  
 

22-25 Feb 2012                                                                                      Don Wiltshire 
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“SAFE ONE” BASIC 4WD  
VEHICLE OPERATION COURSE   

The Southern Tablelands Four Wheel Drive Club conducts two-day weekend  
Driver  Training exercises, with Follow-up Days on the Sundays, 1 week later.  

 
Purpose:  
To introduce new & old club members to vehicle equipment, daily maintenance, recovery techniques & 
equipment, and in particular teach them the skills necessary to safely operate their 4WD in a variety of 
terrains. 
 
Meeting Time/Place:  
Service Station in Bredbo (right hand side of highway) no later than 7.00pm on the Friday evening pre-
ceding the course. 
 
The Club’s Education Coordinator is Peter Reynolds,  
Tel  (h) 6251-1258 or  (m) 0428 623-458.  
 
PLEASE BOOK A PLACE ON ONE OF THESE COURSES WELL IN ADVANCE AND ALSO RING PETER ONE 
WEEK BEFORE THE COURSE TO CONFIRM ATTENDANCE!  
IF YOU DON’T, YOU WILL LOSE YOUR PLACE ON THE COURSE  
 
ONLY ONE DRIVER PER VEHICLE PER COURSE, THOUGH A SUPPORT CREW IS WELCOME. 
 
COURSES FOR 2011 WILL BE HELD ON 
 
14-15 MAY   WITH FOLLOW-UP ON  22 MAY 
17-18 SEPTEMBER WITH FOLLOW-UP ON  25 SEPTEMBER 
12-13 NOVEMBER  WITH FOLLOW-UP ON  20 NOVEMBER 
 
WHAT TO BRING 
 

Yourself & family and a 4WD in good mechanical condition  
Camping gear for overnight stay  
Food and Cooking gear for 2 days  
Chairs to sit on in lessons and around the fire  
Recovery gear, if you have it, but not essential  
Garbage bags for all your rubbish to take home  
Notebook & pen  
Camera 
A full tank of fuel  
Torch  
Drinking water.  
UHF Radio (optional – talk to Peter) 
Front and Rear Recovery Points preferred. 
 
There is a large First Aid Kit at Talooge. Also a large gas BBQ 

 
PLEASE DO NOT BRING PETS OR FIREARMS. 
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Weed spraying 
As a start, inside all the tree enclosures were 
sprayed to reduce competition from weeds.  If only 
the tree seedlings grew as fast as the weeds.  Then 
the lower camping area was given a dose to keep 
down the serrated tussock seedlings followed by an 
area towards lower Thurbon Flat.  Over 120L of 
spray were delivered during the three days of ef-
fort. 

 

On the subject of tree seedlings in the enclosures, 
some of the seedlings planted less than twelve 
months ago are really doing well.  A couple are 
over half a meter tall and roaring away.  Others, in 
particular the smaller shrubs that will hopefully 
make an understory layer are coming on a bit more 
slowly.  The wet summer has been very kind to 
them. 
 

 

Next Visit 
Mark out the areas to be aerial sprayed 
More spot spraying of weeds. 
Mow the upper part of the home paddock 
Put metal caps on the corner posts of the post and 
rail fence to reduce splitting due to moisture/drying 
cycles. (Still outstanding) 
 

Work at Talooge  
 

22-25 Feb 2012                                                                                      Don Wiltshire 

 

This actually happened with some guys from 
Maine.   

They dressed the truck up with the guy spread 
eagle on the roof of the truck.  

The driver and passengers put on Moose Heads.  
Down the Maine Toll interstate they went causing 

about 16 accidents.  
They went to jail.  

(cops have no sense of humor)      
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Member Profile 
 

Robert Tiele 
Property Coordinator 
 
Joined February 1988 at the Yarralumla 
Yacht Club. 
 4WD. 1984 Nissan 720 single cab ute, 

2.4l petrol. (Junk in every way) 
 4WD. 1982 Nissan MQ 2.8l petrol, 

short wheel base with rear locker (very 
entertaining) 

 4WD. 1988 Nissan GQ 4.2l diesel, 
wagon (absolutely brilliant in every 
way, and tough). Bought it standard, morphed into Competition truck over a couple of years. Team par-
ticipant in Willow Glen challenge where the club won its first trophy.  

 4WD. 1997 Mitsubishi NL Pajero wagon 3.6l petrol (Great tourer). No Modifications. 
 And Current 4WD. Nissan GU IV 2006 3.0l diesel (Grenade waiting to happen if you believe Toyota 

drivers) modifications, watch this space, but no comp. truck, boss`s orders. 
 

I joined the club because I wanted to go on some interesting tracks and trips, meet new people and learn 
more about 4 wheel driving. First trip before driver training with the club, meet the committee at McIn-
tyre’s hut (when it was Grade 3). In 1993 I met my wife Larni, at a bush dance in Bungendore organized by 
ST4WDC, we now have 2 teenage kids Alexander and Olivia. Favourite trip is still anywhere in the Victori-
an Alps. My all-time favourite 4WD track is the Walking Track (grade 5) in Yalwal state forest where com-
pletion to the top is an all-day exercise and not one car that I have seen get up has not got damaged or bro-
ken a mechanical component. Joined the committee in 1990 as a general member helped with magazine 
distribution in the 90`s and Sargent in arms. Would like to build more tracks at Talooge, to give members 
more variety. 
I would like to do the Simpson Desert in the next couple of years followed by the Canning, the Gobi Desert 
and Russia in the next 15 years. 

 
 

 Happy to be a ST4WDC member.  
We thought we would share a couple of experiences that we have had and how glad we were that we could 
assist in helping people who were in distress.  
1st - we were heading up Webbs Ridge when we came across a 4wdrive rolled over – these people had 
been waiting a couple of hours for help to come along. They were fine just a little shaken up. They had 
stopped half way up the hill to change to a lower gear when they rolled back into the embankment and the 
vehicle rolled. With the help of us and another group of 4wdrivers we managed to secure the vehicle and 
get it back onto its wheels safely. This was their  first time out 4wdriving they had no recovery gear or pre-
vious training.  
2nd - was that we were out for a night drive in the Brindies it was wet and cold when we came across a 
couple of young blokes that had been stuck for 4 hours—slipped off the side of the track and were stuck. 
They had walked a fair way trying to get phone service, We managed to winch them back up onto the road  
and luckily these young men were not hurt. They had no recovery gear or previous training.  
After speaking to these parties we suggested that they might join a 4wdrive club and how much we have 
benefitted and enjoyed being part of Southern Tablelands 4wdrive club.  
We really enjoy being club members going on trips, meeting new people and spending time with friends 
that we have made by going on club trips.  
Remember to always travel with your recovery gear no matter how simple the drive. 

Lynne (and Ro b) Donaldson 
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2012 Annual General Meeting 
President’s Report 

 

Welcome everyone to the Southern Tablelands 
4WD Club AGM.  This is my first annual report as 
President and I am pleased to say that our club con-
tinues to be a strong and successful four wheel 
drive club.  We remain the largest club in our re-
gion and indeed in the ACT-NSW Four Wheel 
Drive Association - and our membership is still 
growing. 
 

Our Events and Trips calendar is being published 
several months ahead and it is now not uncommon 
for trips to be fully booked six months prior to their 
starting date.  The Trips Committee, comprising 
Richard Brand, Michael Patrick, Rob Donaldson, 
Rob Tiele and I have continued to work on a 
‘program’ of trips for members.  The program aims 
to supplement driver training events with follow up 
trip activity to help members practise new skills.   
 

A key example is the Brindabella Classic trip that 
we run within a few weeks of basic training for 
members.  Additionally, with the filling of trips 
leading to some popular trips to the high country 
being oversubscribed, the trips committee and trip 
leaders have put in place different arrangements to 
try and accommodate everyone wishing to go.  
This includes increasing convoys and running mul-
tiple convoys.   
 

During the year there are few trip leaders have real-
ly made an impact on the availability of trips to 
members.  These include Michael Patrick, Dan and 
Ann O’Hara and Rob and Lynne Donaldson.  Be-
tween them they have certainly managed to pile on 
the opportunities for a day, night trip or weekend 
away.   Others also deserve a mention and these 
include Rosemary, Ian Goodacre, Rob Tiele, Chris 
and Julie Nicholls, Rick and Wendy Holland, John 
Kjar, Warren Shardlow, Peter and Gwen Hender-
son, Graham Kitchener, Lindsay and Janet Jones, 
Ian and Jeanette Flanagan, Richard Brand, Rob and 
Kerry Lejsek.   Some others stepped up to lead 
their first trip including Brenden Taylor and Rod 
Brewer.  I am still hoping to get onto Shirley 
Conn’s inaugural trip as a trip leader to Yar-
rangobilly – still to be rescheduled.    
 

We also passed a significant milestone as a club by 
turning 35 years old.  This event was more than 
suitably celebrated with our celebration dinner 
dance and reunion at the Woolshed.  

Our social events throughout the year were also 
given a boost by Wendy Holland and Kerry Lejsek 
who arranged the popular dinners at member’s 
homes 
 

Roast dinners at Talooge also proved a hit over the 
cooler months thanks to Lynne and Rob Don-
aldson, Marj and Alan Jones and Michael Patrick.  
This was an interesting way to have a working bee 
without calling it that! 
 

Our property team just continued to quietly 
achieve much for our club on our property 
Talooge.  John Kjar, Graham Kruse, Don Wilt-
shire, David Bennison and Ian and Jeanette Flana-
gan deserve our praise.  Achievements on the prop-
erty throughout the year are many but include ex-
pansion of the mowing of Little Talooge including 
Thurbon Flat, installation of many tree guards to 
slow up the marauding goats, new camping firepits 
and barbeque plates and a significant upgrade to 
the chemical shed including paving, benches, 
shower and more.   
 

There is light at the end of the tunnel and after 
more than two years of work by our toilet team 
(yes we had a toilet team) solutions to our human 
waste management issues are almost finalised.  
Similarly, much work has been put into defining 
and securing our access rights to Talooge and this 
is also nearly complete.   
 

Our driver training continues to excel under Peter 
Reynolds leadership.  Trainers again have put in a 
successful year committed to giving you the best 
they can.  Our people doing this are Peter Butter-
field, Peter Watson, Mark Adamson, Duck Tonge, 
Plod McEncroe, Julie Buttriss, Thommo Buttriss, 
Darryl Webb, Rob Tiele, Dave Buckley, Rod Wil-
liams, Joe Briguglio, Lindsay Jones, Mike Sharp 
and Michael Darman.  During the year we had Mi-
chael Briguglio, Brad Burnett and Doreen McEn-
croe also joining the training team.   
 

Our training program has been straining somewhat 
with demand and Peter and the team have worked 
hard to satisfy this.  We are currently reviewing 
options to discourage the ‘training only member-
ships’ whereby people join the club only for the 
training we provide and do not intend to remain 
after the first year of membership.  Our member-
ship fee has been seen as a cheap alternative to 
people who just seek training for the big trip.   
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 To assist in this area we are implementing an ap-
proach that encourages only basic training to be 
undertaken in the first year of membership.  Sup-
plementary courses would then best be undertaken 
in the second and subsequent years.  This approach 
seeks to help members get more out of the training 
by having the opportunity to gain some experience 
to relate to the training.  Following the review fur-
ther changes and approaches will be finalised in the 
coming months. 
 

Members Graham Kitchener, Graeme Kruse, Matt 
Warmington, Ann Douglas, Chris Nicholls and 
Woody Patching have been involved with the NSW
-ACT 4WD Association in the development of the 
track classification scheme with both ACT and 
NSW authorities.   This is a very positive approach 
to implementing the Victorian track classification 
and maintenance scheme in our neck of the woods.  
I hope that we can build on this and other relation-
ships we have been developing with National Parks 
and Wildlife Service people to further our four 
wheel driving opportunities and community reputa-
tion.  These include Camp Hosting that has  Jim 
and Ros Hanigan very much involved as well as 
planned activities with Moruya NPWS in the Deua 
National Park. 
 

For another year, our publishers have kept Southern 
Trails in our mailboxes each month and have been 
doing a great job on the magazine.  Thanks to Mi-
chael Patrick, Peter Henderson, John Wiseman and 
Learna Tiele.  Next year is looking promising with 
opportunities to have more colour pages included 
so hopefully more great photos of our members in 
the bush or just doing it!   
 

Our website has been further developed and bedded 
in during the year thanks to efforts by Richard 
Brand and many trip leaders and other members. 
Richard and Jim Raleigh have also spent significant 
time on ensuring better alignment of our club infor-
mation systems.  When trip leaders and others have 
been trained to use the website resource to manage 
trips many remark to me how good it is.   
 

There was a short period where we suffered an out-
age and diminished functionality but all was re-
stored in the end.  Many members had withdrawal 
over this period.  In contrast, some members are 
still having trouble with the website so more train-
ing and familiarisation will be offered next in the 
future to help out.  

Richard will also be training more volunteers to 
assist with management of the website.  As an in-
formation tool it was recently surprising when ring-
ing around members to advise the rescheduling of a 
training activity that some had already read the in-
formation on our web.  It was only posted just prior 
to the calls! 
 

I would like to acknowledge and thank all of the 
members who have been a part of our committee 
over the last twelve months.  These people are Marj 
Jones, Rosemary Orr, Rick Holland, Jo Delaney, 
Peter Reynolds, Richard Brand, John Kjar, Michael 
Patrick, Kim Pritchard, Mark Pritchard, Ian Gooda-
cre, Rob Tiele, Rob Lejsek and Kerry Lejsek.  
Thanks to you all. 
 

Additionally, Jim Leedman has been Public Officer 
and help has come from Jim Raleigh who main-
tains our membership system and has put signifi-
cant work into our club records and history.  Thank 
you both. 
 

Our overall profit and loss for the year is $171.63 
and our outgoing Treasurer Rick Holland is pre-
senting the financial report so I will let him give 
you all of the details.  But it is in the black!  Rick 
also deserves recognition for his role as Treasurer 
and he has earned a well deserved rest after ful-
filling the role magnificently over the last six years.  
Thank you Rick.  
 

Our club also delivered another outstanding 4WD 
Spectacular with our partner clubs the Land Rover 
Club and ACT 4WD Club.  While accounts are 
being finalised it is clear that this has been a suc-
cessful show for our club and the promotion of four 
wheel driving generally.   
 

Finally, while I have endeavoured to mention many 
people I apologise to anyone that I have missed.  
Overall, I am confident that we continue to meet 
the objects of our Constitution – the very purpose 
of our club.  By all measures we are doing well as a 
club contributing to four wheel driving and our 
community.  Many things can be taken for granted 
because they just seem to continue and happen.  If 
you look behind many of these things you will see 
a large group of dedicated and committed volun-
teers working.  Our members contribute enormous-
ly for the benefit of all members and our communi-
ty.  We have a club you can be proud to belong to. 
 

2012 Annual General Meeting 
President’s Report 
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The purpose of this report, my last as Property Co-
ordinator, is to outline the progress made on the 
development of Talooge in recent years and to 
identify some of the remaining issues. 
 

Our vision for Talooge is that it “will be used ex-
tensively by Club members and other invited 
guests and organisations for a range of activities 
because of its good opportunities for camping, 
bush walking, environmental education, 4WDing 
as well as 4WD training.”  This vision is being re-
alised.  Members are increasingly finding new rea-
sons for using ‘the block’.  These include training 
courses on remote area first aid, photography, safe 
use of a chainsaw, map reading and Ozi Explorer, 
camping and outback skills as well as Xmas and 
Club parties, relaxation, plus the range of four 
wheel drive tracks and especially Peter’s famous 
driver training programs.  The possibility of a 
4WD obstacle course/test track and additional Lev-
el 3 or 4 driving tracks are also under investigation.  
These ideas and many more are being incorporated 
into a Development Plan for Talooge. 
 

We are now close to realizing our objective of 
holding the legal right to access Talooge along 
Rayners fire trail whenever desired.  This need was 
recognized when we purchased the property in 
2004 but it has taken much work to get us to where 
we are now.  The assistance and cooperation from 
Richie Southwell on this matter is much appreciat-
ed.  We also want to continue to use Strike-a-Light 
fire trail and the cooperation of Steve Collins and 
Mike Crozier in allowing us this access is also ap-
preciated. 
 

The Committee has agreed in principle to convert 
the existing toilets near the large equipment shed to 
flushing toilets connected to a septic tank located 
near the playground equipment.  The budget for 
these works is $7000.  We hope this and planned 
toilet and shower facilities on Thurbon Flat will 
significantly improve the camping experience.  The 
range of camping areas at Talooge and associated 
facilities range from basic (eg Hole in Wall, Wom-
bat Flat, Honeymoon Bay) to more developed (eg 
Offset Mounds) to developed with further improve-
ments planned (eg Training Area, Thurbon Flat and 
riverside).  Work on the “to do” list includes relo-
cation of the shelter (to avoid the dangers of large 
trees nearby), additional firepits and water storage 
as well as new showers and toilets referred to 
above. 

Graeme Kruse, Don Wiltshire and Ian Flannagan, 
in particular, have put a lot of thought and effort 
into land care activities at Talooge – from control 
of weeds (especially serrated tussock and verbas-
cum) to mowing the camping areas to planting new 
trees and shrubs to improve the visual amenity and 
shade in these camping areas, to control of the feral 
animals that enjoy these new plants.  They have 
also been instrumental in assisting and often mak-
ing many of the improvements to the facilities at 
these campgrounds.  A big “thank you” to all in-
volved. 
 

We have also been working on several guidelines 
and information papers to help members better en-
joy their “Talooge experience”.  These include 
members use of Talooge and the associated equip-
ment and facilities, opening and closing procedures, 
OH&S, insurance, bushfire management and emer-
gency evacuation.  On the subject of bushfire man-
agement, we recently agreed to retire Betty Bed-
ford, our fire truck, and are looking to replace it 
with a more reliable and mobile unit. 
 

On the financial side the Committee agreed to sig-
nificantly reduce the mortgage on Talooge so that it 
is almost “debt free”, but we retain the option to 
increase borrowings should the need arise to fund 
further significant but unplanned expenditures. 
 

Three matters to note if you plan to use Talooge. 
Please contact the President or Property Coordina-
tor to advise us of your plans – there may be mat-
ters that you need to be aware of before your visit.  
For example, while we encourage all to use Strike-a
-Light fire trail where possible, you may not be able 
to use it when one of the property owners is culling 
goats in areas adjacent to the fire trail.  Also, make 
sure you know or obtain the combination for the 
locks on the entry gate and sheds – the combina-
tions will be changed soon.  And do not camp under 
trees, especially those near the river front on Thur-
bon Flat. We have erected some warning signs – 
but be wary everywhere. 
 

I have enjoyed the past four years as Property Coor-
dinator.  In particular I wish to thank the many peo-
ple who have so willingly given their time, ideas 
and efforts in helping to make Talooge a better 
place.  The property and associated equipment and 
facilities are a valuable and very much appreciated 
part of the Club that, over time and with further 
enhancements (and noting the potential for in-
creased restrictions on access to 4WD tracks), 
should become even more appreciated.  

Talooge Topics 

  

John Kjar 
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Southern Tablelands Four Wheel Drive Club Inc 
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at the Canberra 

Deakin Football Club on 13 March 2012. 

 

The Meeting was declared open at 8pm by Rosemary Orr, Past President and acting Returning Officer for 
this meeting. 
 

The meeting was attended by 102 members and four guests. An apology was received from Alan Jones. 
 

Rosemary read the Minutes of the 2011 AGM.  Moved Peter Fenwick, Seconded Adrian Gallman “that the 
Minutes of the 2011 AGM be accepted”.  Carried 
 

Presidents Report 
 

Greg Taylor presented his Presidents Report for 2011.  He noted the Club continued to be strong and suc-
cessful in 2011 and also contributed significantly to the community.  Some of the highlights included a fur-
ther increase in membership, an active trips program which was often oversubscribed, increased demand for 
driver training, improvements to the website, developments at Talooge including land care, camping and 
waste management, the success of the 35th Anniversary Dinner celebrations, a good financial outcome for 
the year, and the very successful participation in the 2012 Queanbeyan Show Spectacular.  He specifically 
recognised the efforts of Rick Holland who was retiring from the position of Treasurer after six years.   
 

Treasurers Report 
 

Rick Holland presented the Treasurers report for 2011.  The audited report shows Club income for the year 
was $60,637.03 and expenses were $60,465.40 resulting in a net income of $171.63.  As at 31 December 
2011 the Club had cash savings of $37,775.60 and total net assets of $102,201.93.  Copies of the Auditors 
report and financial statements were tabled.  Moved Rick Holland Seconded John Kjar “that the Auditors 
Report and Financial Statements be accepted”.  Carried  
 

Moved Rosemary Orr, Seconded Rick Holland “that Jim McKinley be appointed as Auditor for 2012”.  
Carried 
 

Education Coordinators Report 
 

Peter Reynolds said the Club’s Driver Training Unit conducted four Safe One courses, two winching cours-
es and a sand and water training course during 2011 which were successfully completed by 96 persons.  He 
had already received 40 bookings for the Safe One courses scheduled for 2012.  He said there were 18 
Driver Trainers in the team and complimented their competence. 
 

Election of the 2012-13 Committee 
 

The Returning Officer declared all Committee positions vacant.  Rosemary said that written nominations 
had been received for all Committee positions.  As only one nomination had been received for each position 
there was no need for a ballot.  She then declared the following persons duly elected for 2012-13 
 
Greg Taylor, President                                                Marj Jones, Vice President 
Phil Henderson, Treasurer                                                       John Kjar, Secretary 
Peter Reynolds, Education Coordinator                                  Richard Brand, Events and Trips Coordinator 
Michael Patrick, Publications Coordinator                              Robert Tiele, Property Coordinator 
Kim Pritchard, Membership Secretary                                    Rob Dobson, Public Relations Coordinator 
Mark Pritchard, General Member                                           Lynne Donaldson, General Member 
Ian Goodacre, General Member                                              David Whight, General Member. 
 
The meeting was declared closed at 8.40pm. 



Page 34 

 

Greg & Vickie Taylor                 Trip Leader 
Joe & Sue Briguglio                          Patrol  
Michael & Tina Patrick                   Prado  
Robert & Penny Azzato                   100 series 
Lindsay & Janet                                 100 Series  
Michael & Laura                                Navara   
 

Day 1 – Nothing more Australian than fixing 
your Holden Ute on Australia Day. 

One way to start a trip to the High Country is with 
a broken clutch and a group of willing mechanics 
to jump under the car in Berridale. Just out of Coo-
ma there were expletives coming from the driver 
and crunching coming from the gear box. It was 
decided that we had better pull over and assess the 
Colorado.  The clutch was slipping. After about 30 
mins of pulling a multitude of tools out from all the 
trucks we found the right sized spanner and the 
clutch was realigned. We cannot thank the wonder-
ful “mechanics” enough who helped get us back on 
the road, as this was our first official club trip we 
couldn’t bear the thought of having to turn back 
around. It was convenient however that we pulled 
in across from the bakery selling “real” coffee and 
pies and the ladies agreed we’d save the instant 
coffee for later, as we all shovelled in some food 
and hot drink. 
 

The Tom Groggin river crossing was our first real 
taste of what was to come over the next 3 days. For 
some of us this was our first river crossing but we 
were all guided through by the more experienced 
trucks and we all made it to the other side un-
scathed.  
 

Mount Pinnibar was the location of choice for 
lunch by our fantastic trip leaders Greg and Vickie, 
however they forgot to warn us about the super 
rocky track. For amateurs like myself I really did 
need a harness to strap myself down as holding 
onto the roof bar was not going to help, the Colora-
do was soon named “Mr Bumpy”. Mount Pinnibar 
turned out to have 360⁰ panoramic views of the 
mountains, truly breath taking and I was soon 
thanking Greg and Vickie for their choice. 
Back down the mountain, winding our way down 
into the Valley we reached our campsite, Buenba 
Flat. As the temperature soared to a scorching 35⁰ 
we found a small creek trickling nearby.  

High Country Hillbillies 2012  
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A few brave campers quickly jumped in, only to 
realise the water was around -10⁰ ... a quick dip 
though and we were all feeling refreshed. Australia 
Day Happy Hour was thoroughly enjoyed with 
some cold beers and cheese and crackers.  

Jimmy’s Thunderbox! What an invention! Never in 
my life has going to the loo in the middle of no-
where been so luxurious and accommodating! The 
only problem was finding ground that wasn’t rock 
hard in order to dig down. After the blokes set off 
in search of soft ground we realised that we had 
two holes going … not to worry, we had two thun-
derboxes to choose from.  
“Hug it like you love it” Lindsay would tell us, but 
the darned toilet tent just would not fold down! 
Caity “The Tent Whisperer” Taylor was there for 
assistance however the OZTent stumped everyone. 
Joe’s solution “Jam it till it fits” was then applied 
and the tent was soon laid to rest in the back of the 
Colorado. 

 

Day 2 – The group from Snowy River 
The morning was spent navigating our way 
through bog holes and the misleading GPS’s that 
led us down a few wrong tracks. Not to worry 
through we soon learnt how to turn around on a 
cliff edge and we were on our way. We finally met 
up with Group 2 led by Chris Nicholls and enjoyed 
a quick catch up and morning tea.  

 

It was decided that I would swap drivers and expe-
rience a different truck. This thrilled me as the seat 
was significantly more secure and we had the truck 
with our family’s food! However, It only took a 
few minutes before I had a terrifying experience! A 
rather large stick flung up and whacked into the 
side of the window right next to my head! Lucky 
the window was up! After assessing for any dam-
age and a few lollies we were back on the road. 

 

On the way to our camp ground that evening we 
stopped by the Little River Gorge. It was truly 
spectacular as the afternoon sun glistened between 
the hills. Some of us held on tightly as the drop 
below us brought out the fear of heights in some of 
us, but the real issue was how were we going to get 
back to our trucks! We had descended the 500m 
walking trail easily, but returning posed many cries 
of pain as the incline was steeper than first thought. 
We made it, ran for shade as the scorching 35⁰ heat 
was settling in. 
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The descent into our campground was interesting 
as the 1 way road clung to a cliff face and our trip 
leaders were faced with oncoming cars. By some 
form of magic Tonka and the sedan squeezed 
through and we were told to wait at the top. One by 
one we descended down over the 150 spoon drains 
and found ourselves at the edge of the snowy river. 

  

The evening was spent splashing and playing in the 
snowy river while our friendly neighbour the Goan-
na wandered through our campground all night. 
The Laura’s of the trip unfortunately found them-
selves nursing injuries: a sprained ankle and a 
sliced open bottom of the foot. Happy hour was 
divulged and dinner soon after. The snowy river 
was truly spectacular, an experience I could only 
ever dream about having.  

 

Day 3 – Waratah Hilton  
Some of our group members left to go home today, 
however the rest of persevered on. The morning 
was spent driving through some of the most lus-
cious, ancient breathtaking tracks. The trees were 
spectacular, old, tall and wide – some even wider 
than our trucks! The sun shimmering on the ferns, 
and the wild flowers sprinkled the ground with col-
our. Many Kodak moments were had as we trekked 
through areas from a fairy tale. 

 

By lunchtime we found ourselves at Waratah Flat 
and decided to call in early for day. This suited 
many, as we were tired, in need of a shower and 
some relaxing in this beautiful scenery.  

 

No sooner had I sat down for a rest, when I was 
asked if I wanted a shower! I did not understand 
how I was going to shower; we had left the snowy 
river behind! I looked over and there standing be-
fore my eyes was the Waratah Hilton! A change 
tent, a shower tent and lovely helpers who were 
ready to hand me the shower hose through to the 
top of the tent! What a human experience in the 
middle of the bush – I felt blessed. There was soon 
a queue of customers behind me and we were 
cleaned and fresh ready for potluck dinner. The 
theme of potluck dinner seemed to be pasta! Good 
heavens, not one curry dish in sight!!  

 

As the night went on, the group was split into activ-
ities. Half could be heard playing cards very loudly 
a km or two away while the other half indulged in a 
candlelit circle discussing the politics and news of 
the world.  

By midnight we were all successfully eaten by 
mosquitos and called it a night. 

Day 4 – The Sad Goodbye 
The sun was shining and we were all packed ready 
to head home. We found ourselves weaving 
through streets in Bombala and onto the highway. 
The local Cooma takeaway was chosen for lunch 
and we all enjoyed our fish and chips in the park 
discussing where we would all go next year! 

 

The High Country trip was truly an amazing expe-
rience and we cannot thank our wonderful trip 
leaders Greg and Vickie enough for their time and 
effort. This trip was the best way to be initiated to 
the clubs 4WD trips and we would like to thank 
the lovely people who came and shared this trip 
with us. The knowledge, community spirit and 
kindness from the people in the club are qualities 
not to be unnoticed and we look forward to going 
on another trip with you all soon. 
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Victorian High Country Mayhem 
26-26 Feb 2012                                                                                                            Christine Fulton 

 

Rod Brewer                    Trip Leader 
Sammi and Mitch 
John & Matt Oost             Colorado 
David O’Connor & friend Lachlan Prado 
Glen Torr & Christine Fulton  200 series 
Phi & Sue Rayner              100 series 

It was an early morning start as we assembled at 
Williamsdale for the anticipated departure of 
7.30am on Saturday 25th February for our weekend 
in the Victorian High Country.  The clock ticked 
on as we waited for the last vehicle to arrive.   With 
no response to mobile calls to the non-attendee, we 
decided to head off around 8am.  (We later found 
out that they had car problems, and had sent a text 
message to another mobile number).   As pre-
arranged, John Oost and his son Matt seamlessly 
joined the convoy in Cooma as we headed to Jinda-
byne for a quick fuel and supply stop.  Many in the 
group enjoyed coffee and products from the bakery 
at the Nuggets Shopping Centre. 
 

 It was a beautiful morning to be out driving.  With 
mist in the valleys, and a beautiful blue sky, it 
promised good weather for our first day in the 
High Country.  We stopped at Tom Groggin to air 
down, and to make any last minute preparations for 
the tracks ahead.   As we were airing down, Dave 
expressed some concerns with his vehicle.  Just 
before the trip, the air-conditioning had failed in 
his Prado, and he thought there might be a problem 
with the air-conditioning belt.  How fortuitous that 
our leader Rod, being  the owner of Monaro Off-
Road Centre,  could come to Dave’s aid, and diag-
nose the problem, and remove the  tattered remains 
of the air-conditioning belt.  More importantly, he 
could re-assure Dave that he could safely continue 
driving minus the air-conditioning belt.  (I think we 
all thought – how lucky are we to have Rod as our 
leader with his expert mechanical knowledge.)   
 

We had only travelled a short distance when over 
the CB came Rod’s voice saying to Dave “I think 
we better tighten up your fan belt”.   Out came the 
tools, and with impressive agility and quickness, 
Rod was back under the bonnet tightening the belt.   
Shortly after Dave, thought he heard a tyre deflat-
ing.  A check of the tyres revealed they were not 
the problem; rather it was the air-conditioning fluid 
spraying over the engine.   

Again, Rod climbed under the bonnet and checked 
out the problem.  As you can imagine, by this time 
Dave was wondering if he should continue, but was 
reassured by Rod that his vehicle would be fine to 
continue. 
 
We crossed the Murray River, and on to the Davies 
Plain Track. Over the CB Phil told us how he had 
set up a video camera in his car to film some of the 
tracks we would be driving, and asked if anyone 
had concerns about being filmed and then being 
viewed on YouTube (to see the videos go to http://
www.youtube.com and search for vk1dx – Victori-
an High Country Mayhem). Everyone was very 
impressed with Phil’s set-up, and had no objections 
to being filmed; rather we all looked forward to 
viewing the videos. We briefly stopped at the Da-
vies Plain Hut, and some people chatted to the Na-
tional Park Rangers who were taking break on the 
way back to New South Wales after a meeting with 
their Victorian colleagues. Phil filmed the convey 
leaving the camping ground.  Some distance down 
the track, we saw a great photo opportunity. We 
slightly diverged off the track for a photo of the 
convoy with a backdrop of the beautiful high coun-
try.   
 
Some of the weekend tracks had previously been 
driven by people in the Club’s Australia Day Hill-
billies groups. We remarked that after the previous 
weeks rain the dust had settled, but there were 
many more mud holes.  
 
We then travelled on past the Charlies Creek Hut 
and onto McCarthy’s Creek Track and Limestone 
Creek Track. We camped at Native Dog Camping 
Ground.  It is a great camping spot on the clear 
flowing Buchan River/Native Dog Creek. It ap-
peared as if the grounds had been freshly mowed 
for our convenience. We set up camp, and then had 
the usual happy hour by the campfire. Thanks to 
Rod for collecting the firewood, and getting a good 
fire underway. The campfire talk was about past 
trips and future travels.  Once again, the Simpson 
Desert and Cape York were prime topics for con-
versation. The good thing about the Native Dog 
Camping area is that there is a separate horse 
camping/grazing area some distance from the regu-
lar camping ground. 
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After an uneventful night, the next morning we left 
camp around 9.30 am and travelled on the Lime-
stone Road, turning off onto the Cobberas Track.  
The early conversation on the CB this morning 
was between Phil (call sign VK1DX) and Glen 
(VK1FB) talking about their amateur radio experi-
ences; however, conversation soon ceased as the 
track became more challenging with the only CB 
traffic being from Rod making comments about 
the track. The Cobberas Track was far more de-
manding than the previous day’s tracks.  There 
was even a sign warning of a particular steep rocky 
descent, which seem no steeper or rockery than 
other parts of the track. The Cobberas Area has 
some magnificent peaks and rock formations, and 
many in the group stopped at various points to take 
photos. 
 

There was a talk on the CB of seeing a snake – not 
black snake or brown– maybe tiger or copper head. 
The convoy stopped as Dave, a professional biolo-
gist with a special interest in snakes, was keen to 
identify the snake in this particularly habitat.  Un-
fortunately, this time the snake had disappeared 
into the shrubs. We continued on, but suddenly 
Dave stopped and leaped out of the car with Lach-
lan quickly following with the snake catcher tool. 
This time Dave was lucky! He caught the snake, 
but had to let it go when he was unable to grab its 
head. Dave was able to identify the snake - a cop-
perhead. 
 

As the morning progressed, the sky became darker 
with a few drops of rain. The pace of the driving 
picked up.  There was the concern if the rain in-
creased some roads may become impassable.  We 
continued on the MacFarlane’s Track, and then the 
Ingeegoodbee Track.  With the rain falling, it was 
pointless stopping at some of the high points with 
magnificent views.  There was no interest from 
any of the group to go into Suggan Buggan. We air
-up and continued onto the Snowy River Road, 
then Barry Way. 
 

This was a great trip with some challenging driv-
ing. It certainly needed vehicles to have high clear-
ance.  It was great to see the young people – Sam-
mi, Mitch, and Matt – enjoying the 4-wheel driv-
ing/camping experience. An extra special thanks to 
our leader Rod Brewer who took on the role of 
group leader at the last moment when the original 
leader could not make the trip. We all sincerely 
thank Rod for a great trip. 

 

Victorian High Country Mayhem 
26-26 Feb 2012                                                                                                            Christine Fulton 
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Important information for members relating to 
use Talooge 

Talooge Park is our four wheel driving property 
and belongs to us all.  Please use the park for your 
enjoyment and the enjoyment of others. The com-
mittee has endorsed the following approach to pro-
vide guidance to members when using Talooge. 
 

Please advise the Property Coordinator or President 
of your visit to Talooge if your visit is not part of a 
club event.  Their contact details can be found in 
the directory of Southern Trails or on the club’s 
website.  
 

From time to time the club allows use by other or-
ganisations and also your visit may coincide with 
maintenance activities that may pose health hazards 
(for example, aerial weed spraying). For these rea-
sons members are urged to inform the Property Co-
ordinator or President of their plans.  You can then 
be informed if there are any issues to be aware or 
confirm combinations for locks to the property in-
cluding our clubhouse. 
 

If during your visit you notice anything that does 
not appear to be normal about our property please 
report your observations to the Property Coordina-
tor or President.  If you observe or come into con-
tact with others on the property you are entitled to 
ask them about their presence on our property in a 
polite manner.  We allow neighbours and some oth-
ers to transit through our property using Rayners 
and Strike A Light fire trails.   
 

This access to others does not include home pad-
dock where our sheds are located - with the excep-
tion of emergency circumstances.  Non members 
without authority to access our property can be 
asked to leave in a polite manner.  Don’t confront 
people or take any further action other than to dis-
cretely record vehicle details if necessary.  
 

Club events, for example, driver training, have pri-
ority over the use of club facilities at Talooge.  You 
can still visit Talooge on these days but please be 
mindful that you do not impact on such activities. 

There are two common access approaches to the 
property, through Bundarra Rd and neighbouring 
properties (the Southwell’s and the Elliott’s) or  

 

 

 

via Strike-A-Light Fire Trail and other neighbour-
ing properties – chiefly the Collin’s property.  If 
you are travelling via Bundarra Rd the bridge 
across Wangrah Creek is not for public (our) use, 
even when the crossing is flooded, as it is a private 
bridge.  There is a (usually minor) creek crossing 
next to the bridge that we must use.  Also, when 
driving past the house and sheds reduce speed to a 
slow walking pace.  On the rest of our neighbours’ 
tracks please minimise or better yet, eliminate your 
dust for our neighbours’ benefit. 
 

If you intend to access our property via Strike A 
Light Fire Trail, Steve Collins requires advance 
notice of our intention to transit their property and 
this can be done by telephoning (02 64543063) to 
arrange permission and the gate to be unlocked on 
Jerangle Road at Cherry Tree Creek.   
 

Remember the rule of the bush – leave gates as you 
find them either open or closed. 
 

When using our property please be aware that your 
activities don’t negatively impact on other mem-
bers or lessen their enjoyment.  Excessive dust or 
noise, are two key things to be mindful about 
among others.  
 

Our property is not near medical facilities or assis-
tance that we often take for granted in urban areas 
should an accident happen.  Wildlife including 
pigs, goats and snakes, among others are found on 
the property.   
 

You should take an adequate first aid kit and be 
knowledgeable in its use. Particularly important are 
snakebite compression bandages.  Be aware and 
very mindful of young family members and the 
dangers such wildlife pose. 
 

With regard for the safety and enjoyment concerns 
of all members, firearms and pets are not generally 
allowed at Talooge.  Firearms are only allowed for 
specific feral animal control activities approved by 
the committee.  Any member wishing to take a pet/
animal to Talooge must seek prior committee ap-
proval.      
 

As a Club, we have a duty of care to ensure any 
Club equipment, such as, chainsaws, machinery  
and vehicles, are used by members trained in their 
use and authorised to do so.   

Talooge Information 
 



Page 40 

Talooge Information 
 

Use of this equipment is managed by the Property 
Coordinator.  
 

You are welcome to bring guests to your property 
and you should ensure that they are aware of these 
guidelines.  Of course, any guests with their own 
four wheel drive can be encouraged to become a 
member.  Requests from other organisations to vis-
it/use Talooge are to be referred to the committee. 
 

It is your responsibility to be aware of and observe 
any fire restrictions.  Please make sure you find out 
this information prior to travelling to the property.  
Our stored water on the property is a valuable club 
resource and should be used sparingly.  Water 
quality cannot be assured so all water for consump-
tion should be boiled or treated first. 
 

Firewood can be gathered from fallen timber and 
not by felling living trees. Any land clearing 
(felling of living or dead trees) must be authorised 
with the Property Coordinator prior to undertaking 
such activities.  The exception is removal of trees 
and branches deemed dangerous to members, for 
example, living or dead trees posing a high risk to 
members.  Any activity of this nature should be 
reported to the Property Coordinator.   All use of 
private chainsaws, saws, axes and other tools is at 
member’s own risk. 
 

Our Talooge Management Team works hard to 
provide the facilities you enjoy.  This includes 
weed control, fire pits, and camping areas.  Please 
report all damage or issues with the property to the 
Property Coordinator.  
 

Lastly, we do not have rubbish disposal facilities 
on our property.  Non combustible rubbish must be 
taken out with you.  Please do not place tins, cans 
and bottles in fires another club member will have 
to clean up your rubbish if you do. 
 

Use it, don’t abuse it, see you out there. 

Bush Poem 
When the shearing sheds are silent and the stock camps 
fallen quiet 
When the gidgee coals no longer glow across the out-
back night 
And the bush is forced to hang a sign, '. Gone broke and 
won't be back' 
And spirits fear to find a way beyond the beaten track 
When harvesters stand derelict upon the wind swept 
plains 
And brave hearts pin their hopes no more on chance of 
loving rains 
When a hundred outback settlements are ghost towns 
overnight 
When we've lost the drive and heart we had to once 
more see us right 
When 'Pioneer' means a stereo and 'Digger' some back-
hoe 
And the 'Outback' is behind the house. there's nowhere 
else to go 
And 'Anzac' is a biscuit brand and probably foreign 
owned 
And education really means brainwashed and neatly 
cloned 
When you have to bake a loaf of bread to make a decent 
crust 
And our heritage once enshrined in gold is crumbling to 
dust 
And old folk pay their camping fees on land for which 
they fought 
And fishing is a great escape; this is until you're caught 
When you see our kids with Yankee caps and resentment 
in their eyes 
And the soaring crime and hopeless hearts is no longer 
a surprise 
When the name of RM Williams s a yuppie clothing 
brand 
Not a product of our heritage that grew off the land 
When offering a hand makes people think you'll ampu-
tate 
And two dogs meeting in the street is what you call a 
'Mate' 
When 'Political Correctness' has replaced all common 
sense 
When you're forced to see it their way, there's no sitting 
on the fence 
Yes one day you might find yourself an outcast in this 
land 
Perhaps your heart will tell you then, '. I should have 
made a stand' 
Just go and ask the farmers that should remove all doubt 
Then join the swelling ranks who say 
 

 Don't sell Australia out' 
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Advertising on this page is free to members but is restricted 
to 

 Two Months. Non-members will be charged $20 per 
advertisement for 5 lines for the same period.  

FOR SALE/WANTED/LOST/FOUND 

For Sale  KAB 411 suspension seat base available 
for sale.  
Asking $200. 
Contact Chris on 0409 329 080(m)  
 calypso1@gmail.com.   
 

SECOND HAND TYRE SALE    
 3 X Cooper S/T 265/75/16 8ply  
1x Cooper STT 265/75/16 10ply 
Has been repaired but very good tread.  
1 X BFG All Terrain 265/75/16 10 ply 
1 X BFG All Terrain 235/85/16 10 ply 
 All Tyres $50 each.  
5X 15x7 White Spoke Rims - 6 stud Nissan or 
Toyota $35 each.  
Peter Reynolds  0428623458 

For Sale Techni Ice 80 Litre Cooler - NEW 
Outer casing high density polyurethane 
Inner casing food grade liner 
Double thickness dual seal lid 
Stainless steel latches + constant pressure pull 
downs 
Colour - Yellow 
Dimensions: 47 x 69 x 50.5 (W L H) 
Retail $419.00 SELL for $150.00 
BONUS – 5 Techniice Ice Packs – N/C 
Winston Bucknall 0408 492 405 

For Sale  
Under instruction from the boss, who wants 
more storage space in the garage, the following 
have to go.  Best offers invited:  
1 x Warn XD9000 Winch rebuilt Dec 2011. 
1 x VDO exhaust gas temperature gauge kit.  New 
and unused. 
1 x steel roof basket (black) 1600 x 1200 x 
170.   (Note - has a rear cutout for long loads). 
1 x Rhino bar (black), complete. 
 Wanted  
2 x 20L plastic gerry cans (for petrol)  
Mike 0427 553 410 

For Sale: 
Three steel wheel rims, 15 inch, 6-stud, offset to 
suit 60-Series Toyota (maybe 80-Series too?). 
These are your typical white “Sunraysia” pattern 
steel rims, in average condition.  (These were on a 
trailer I’ve bought and I’ve replaced them 
with  rims with Nissan offset to match my car.)  
$40 the set of three. Located in Tuggeranong. 
Please ring Chris on 0409 329 080. 

For Sale 
Sub tank – 45 L – from ‘96 80 series – Offers 
Alloy Bull Bar – Non winch compatible – Offers 
Pajero (2002 Model) – 3rd seat (as new) 
OzTrail Dome tent “Villa”: 9-12 man. 4 rooms, 2 
years old.  Blue in colour. Has Fly and all ropes, 
poles and pegs – New $750, today $250 
Self inflating Hiking Mat – about 2.5cm thick 
when open $10 
Self Inflating 4WD mat – 190x70x8cm – $40 
Home made Rear Shelving for 80 series. Provides 
a false floor about 25cm high and wraps around a 
lower false floor for the fridge (it had a 40+L En-
gel on it). Solid and light. Stainless angle for joints 
of this timber structure. All fixing points. Make an 
offer! 
 Simon Briggs 0433 511 960 
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 Canberra: 95 Grenville Court Phillip  
(behind Discount Tyres)  

email: southcanberra@batteryworld.com.au  

24 Hour Roadside Service  
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