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We gratefully acknowledge the support given to this magazine by our advertisers and
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General Meetings are held at the
Canberra Deakin Sports Club, Grose St, Deakin
at 7.30pm on the second Tuesday of each month.
General Meetings are a focal point of the Club where members can meet
and get information about past and future Club activities. Meetings are
structured with a minimum of formality. Meetings regularly feature talks
from experts on topics of interest ranging from vehicle mechanics to bush
lore. Reports on past trips are presented and new trips are announced. Visitors introduce themselves, there is a raffle with generous prizes and a
coffee break for catching up with other members. Don’t forget to wear
your name badge.
Ideas for guest speakers are welcome. Contact Mary Biddle if you know
of someone who could make an interesting and topical presentation.
Many members gather before and after the meeting to enjoy a meal or
drink at the Canberra Deakin Sports Club.

Publications
Website www.st4wdc.org. The site is used to provide timely information regarding Club activities and variations from previously announced plans. Especially, check for any last minute variations to
trips you are undertaking.
Southern Trails is the ST4WD Club monthly magazine.
Trip reports, and articles that are relevant to Club members are welcome,
as are photographs and illustrations.
Closing date for all material is the Friday following the monthly meeting.
Send contributions to publications@st4wdc.org

Talooge Park
Talooge is the Club’s 600+ ha bush block in rugged country east of Bredbo.
It is used for training and other club activities, and members are welcome
there for private camping, recreation and the simple pleasure of enjoying
the bush. Several areas have been set aside for basic bush camping. Some
have firewood , but no other services – no water, no electricity, no phone,
very limited mobile phone coverage. Pets and the discharging of firearms
are not permitted on the property. Visitors should assume that they are solely responsible for their own wellbeing and be conscious of the risks of fire,
snakebite, etc. Mobile phone coverage is poor. In an emergency, neigh-

bours Mr Richie Southwell and his sons, can usually be contacted
using UHF channel 18.
Intending visitors should check with the Property Coordinator or a committee member regarding access procedures and the combination locks securing the gates.

Code of Ethics
These are the rules of conduct that we should all observe when using our vehicles in the bush. We should all
take them to heart. Image is a difficult thing to change!!
1. Obey the laws and regulations for Recreational Vehicles that apply to public lands.
2. Respect the cultural, heritage and environmental values of public/private land, by obeying restrictions that
may apply.
3. Respect our flora and fauna. Stop and look, but never disturb.
4. Keep to formed vehicle tracks.
5. Keep the environment clean. Carry your own, and any other, rubbish out.
6. Keep your vehicle mechanically sound and clean to reduce the environmental impact.
7. Adopt minimal impact camping and driving practices.
8. Seek permission before driving on private land. Do not disturb livestock or watering points, leave gates as
found.
9. Take adequate water, food, fuel, basic spares and a first aid kit on trips. In remote areas travel with another
vehicle and have Royal Flying Doctor Service, or equivalent, in radio contact.
10. Enjoy your recreation and respect the rights of others.
11. Plan ahead and lodge trip details with a responsible person.
12. Support four wheel driving as a responsible and legitimate family recreational activity.

Training
The Southern Tablelands Four Wheel Drive Club is
devoted to providing the best driver training possible. The Driver Training Team provides a range of
courses throughout the year. Students are assigned
an instructor over the period of the course. The 1:1
instructor/student ratio ensures maximum transfer of
skills and experience.
The current courses are:
Main Courses
Basic Driver Training,
Very Difficult Terrain, and
Advanced Recovery (for Grade 4 and 5)
Supplementary Courses
Water Crossing,
Sand Driving,
Practical Map Reading,
Navigation,
Route Planning,
GPS, and
Other specific training relating to Club activities
such as camper trailers etc may also be introduced..

Training for Driver Training Instructors
Trainee Instructor,
Assistant Instructor,
Instructor, and
Chief Instructor
Visit the ST4WDC web page for full details which
are expanded on in detail in the Driver Training Policy document located under the Training menu tab.
Partners are encouraged to undertake the Basic Driver Education course, and any of the other courses offered from time to time. Unfortunately couples cannot
undertake the course at the same time as only one
driver per vehicle can be instructed during a training
course. Training of a member’s child is subject to
approval by Club management and only when spare
places are available. Couples may attend the Navigation, Map Reading & GPS courses.

A special offer to travelers - Sewing Machine - medium/heavy duty - available for short term loan.
I have custody of a medium duty Singer sewing machine that is ideal for all those small canvas repair jobs or to
create new tent peg bags, tool rolls, billy can bags, camp oven bags, etc. How far does your creative imagination
go? The machine will handle up to three layers of medium weight canvas and uses very strong upholstery weight
nylon thread that is great for reasonably heavy jobs.
Don 02 6161 1880 or 0408 649 732
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Taylor Torque
Greg Taylor

Welcome to our newest members:
Roger and Jenny O’Sullivan
Kim Loveday and Don Faget
Dave and Natalie Archbold
Trevor and Merrilyn McPherson
Ho, ho, ho to everyone – it’s that time again. The
weather is warming up and the country side is still
green but not long now until the seasonal browning
off. We all need to take care when on our planned
trips with the fire season upon us. We have several
great trips heading into the high country and I for
one will be watching the fire weather warnings
closely.
We had a great 35th anniversary celebration at the
Woolshed and thanks to you all for coming and
making it such a success. I heard many people talk
about having something like a bush dance once a
year. Just in case you were having a snooze when I
got up to talk I am including my comments on our
Club’s objects under our constitution in a separate
article – aren’t you lucky!
I dropped in to the November driver training at
Talooge and welcomed the new members and others undertaking their training. Again, get on as
many trips as you can to develop and use those
newly learned skills! This was also a good opportunity to catch up with people there and discuss the
directions of the club. I gathered many ideas that I
can take back to the Committee so thanks to all concerned. If you have ideas or views in regard to the
direction of the club drop me an email or give me a
ring. At our last Committee meeting we agreed to
get together at Talooge in January to progress our
planning for the club.
Just on Talooge, we are still finding glass in the fire
pit near the Clubhouse. Please take your glass away
with you and don’t put it in the fires.
For Trip Leaders or people thinking of leading their
first trip please get your proposals to Richard Brand
either through the website or email/phone. We are
assembling our club calendar of trips and events for
next year and we need your contributions.
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If you haven’t led trips for a while what will it take
to get one out of you for the club? What is your
favourite drive or camping destination and how
long since you went there? We have plenty of new
members itching to let you show them how it’s
done!
While preparing your trip proposals just be mindful
that the first weekend of February is the working
bee for the 4WD Spectacular and then the Spectacular is on the next weekend. Have you got your
wheel cover on yet? The colours are great and you
will be able to get one from Marj and Alan Jones at
the December meeting. Or ring Marj if you can’t
wait. Also, did you put your name down on the
roster yet for the show? Again, email or ring Marj
or catch up with her at the December meeting. New
members are most welcome to pitch in and get involved – it is also a great social get together as well
as work to promote 4wdriving in our community.
Not a time to be shy folks we only do this every two
years!
Kathy Solomos also has a supply of the new style
club polo neck shirts for sale. The new styles were
necessary as the supplier has discontinued the older
style. This is good news as Kathy also has ladies
sizes in stock. See her at the December meeting or
ring on 6297 2250. All members are encouraged to
wear club shirts at the 4WD Spectacular. Be proud
and show off our club!
Well, that’s it for this year! Bring on 2012 and remember we do not have a Southern Trails in January – next issue is February.
On behalf of the Committee, I wish you and your
families a merry Christmas and a happy new year –
stay safe and be careful on and off the roads please.
Greg.

Talooge Topics
John Kjar
Talooge is still looking great – the recent rains have
freshened the lawns and trees, rivers are running
nicely, flowers are blooming, birds are singing – so
you will be pleasantly surprised when you make
your next visit.
Before visiting however, please contact myself or
the President – to obtain the combinations for the
locks on the gates and sheds as well as to obtain an
update on any matters you should be aware (eg if
any goat culling operations are in progress on
Talooge). Also, please be aware that due to goat
culling operations on an adjacent property, access
via Strike-a-Light fire trail has been suspended
until further notice. So everyone must use Rayners
fire trail via Richie Southwell’s property. Please do
not use his bridge near the homestead – cross the
creek via the low level ford. And please drive
slowly in the vicinity of the homestead to minimize
dust and noise. Details of the route are contained
on the Club web site under the heading “Talooge”.
President Greg has issued the challenge to Club
members to comment on where we would like to
see the Club in five years time – I would like to be
able to submit a good case to Greg, the Committee
and Club members on what use (and users) we expect will be made of Talooge over the next five
years and hence what developments we would like
to see made at Talooge.

Based on our experience over the past five years
and looking at potential uses and users for the next
five years these changes could be significant –
access to good driving tracks, enhanced camping
areas, increased commitments to land care, bush
fire planning and preparation, environmental/
bushwalking nature trails, and development of
historical records are just some of the directions I
think we should be heading in – providing we
have made good progress on my top three priorities of obtaining legal access to Talooge, enhance
camping facilities and control of ferals and noxious weeds. Some background material on these
plans is on the Club web site under “Talooge”.

Bloody Computers

During 2010 we agreed we needed more volunteers to help develop our plans for Talooge and
implement these plans. We have established several teams including External relations (chaired by
Jim Raleigh), Land Care (chaired by Graeme
Kruse), Campsites (Bob Allen), Tracks (Peter
Reynolds), Buildings (John Kjar) and good progress has been made by these groups. Unfortunately we have not made progress on our history
and activities plans. I, and the Club would be
grateful for any volunteers to help us in all of these areas and especially in the latter two areas.
And any offers of a seven foot by five foot heavy
duty trailer (for use at Talooge for transporting a
1000 litre water tank), a heavy duty mower (eg
utility or one with a strong blade) or a strong
brush cutter would be most appreciated.

For Sale Techni Ice 80 Litre Cooler - NEW
Outer casing high density polyurethane
Inner casing food grade liner
Double thickness dual seal lid
Stainless steel latches + constant pressure pull downs
Anchor points and large bung
Colour - Yellow
Dimensions: 47 x 69 x 50.5 (W L H)
Retail $419.00 SELL for $175.00
BONUS – 5 Techniice Ice Packs – N/C
Winston Bucknall 0408 492 405
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~ WANTED ~
WE WANT YOU!!

4WD SPECTACULAR
11th and 12th February 2011
Where we showcase our club, promote safe and responsible
4WDing,
and also get to know the members of our club and other clubs.
Volunteer for the many jobs and put your name on a Roster.
All positions are rostered for an hour or so to suit you.

VOLUNTEER FOR
Manning entrances and collecting admission fees
Directing traffic to orderly parking
Catering - dinner for volunteers and exhibitors, refreshments for the workers
Garbage pickup - a back-of-truck trip around the grounds emptying bins
Manning the Club's display tent
Contributing to our display

DO IT NOW!!
Email: marjjones@rocketmail.com
or
Let Marj know at the next General meeting

IT'S HARD WORK, BUT IT'S HEAPS OF FUN!!
Come for a couple of hours, a day, the whole weekend. Camp on site and enjoy good company on
Friday and Saturday nights. (Showers are available and meals are provided for the workers both nights.)

This is a fun occasion with good company and an easy way for the less active of us to
contribute to the Club's activities.
This is a major event for our club that benefits us in terms of funds and membership.
In addition it raises lots of dollars for charities.
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ABN: 34 102 155 962
Peter and Catherine
0412 866 375
www.independenttrailers.com.au
Call us:
To hire a Tvan off road camper trailer
For a demonstration of the Tvan
To talk about buying a camper trailer
Local dealers for:
Track Trailer
Auspit (camping rotisserie perfect for the campfire)
Tanami pumps (transfer fuel from your jerry can to vehicle without effort)
Visit us at home in Chifley or see us at the following shows:
4-6 November South Coast Caravan &Camping expo Batemans Bay

Telephone: (02) 6280 6416
Unit 1/68 –70 Kembla Street
Facsimile: (02) 6239 1606
PO Box 1113
Email: sales@wattscom.com.au
Fyshwick ACT 2609
Web Address: http://www.wattscom.com.au ABN 62 008 641 923

We are a one stop communications shop providing GARMIN GPS and Navigational equipment, Vehicle Tracking, UHF and AM CB radios, Marine VHF & UHF radios, HF Radios,
Commercial Two-Way radios, Hands Free Kits for mobile phones, sales and rentals of Mobile
and Satellite phones, HF, UHF and Commercial radios.
Our installation bay is fully equipped to undertake installations into all types of vehicles.
Our workshop has qualified technicians who undertake the repair of HF Radios, AM/UHF CB’s and
UHF/VHF Marine radios, commercial radios – mobile and hand held.
We are the sales and service agents for the following brands:
GARMIN, GME-ELETROPHONE, ICOM, KENWOOD, UNIDEN, MOTOROLA, SIMOCO, AND
TAIT. We can also provide satellite phones on the Iridium and Globalstar satellite networks.
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Guest Speakers Report
John Kjar
Arthur Mitchell of Supercheap and Ben from BCF
gave us an interesting overview of the Supercheap
Group and some of the equipment stocked in their
stores.
The Supercheap Group consists of several brands
including Supercheap Autos, BCF (Boating, Camping and Fishing), Rays Outdoors and Rebel Sport which covers much of the recreational outdoor industry as well as the auto equipment market. They
provide an important competitor to suppliers such
as ARB and the internet.

The Supercheap Group are aggressively marketing
their product and providing attractive services to
customers. Important marketing strategies include
a 12 month warranty on at least 90 per cent of the
Supercheap Auto product range (you need proof of
purchase). and advice, backup and help on their
product range. The warranty, together with this
backup service goes a long way to addressing the
concern that many cheap, often Chinese products
were of low quality and unreliable.
And the Group are stocking the shelves with many
of the well-known and respected brands. Supercheap Autos say they will beat prices offered by
'bricks and mortar' stores (ie not internet stores) on
the same product by ten per cent. And the BCF
Club Loyalty program (which Supercheap Autos
will also introduce soon) provides a ten per cent
price reduction for those who have registered
(needs some form of skill to register (is
"retirement" an eligible skill?) and sometimes they
offer discounts of up to 25 per cent to members,
plus upgrades etc.
Some of the products stocked by Supercheap Autos
that are of interest to 4WD'ers include GPS car navigation systems, fridges (including Engel) and ice
boxes, recovery straps, shackles, vehicle winches,
tirfor winches, dynamia winch ropes, exhaust bags,
driving lights, batteries, roof racks, awnings, Maxx
Tracks and sand treads, multi-tools.
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LED work lights, 12V compressors, tyre gauges
and deflators, tyre repair kits, tyre sludge (to seal
the inside of a punctured tyre), UHF 80 channel
radios, DVD's, books, camp ovens, drink pots/
slow cookers etc etc.
In fact, the range is so large that Supercheap use a
Semi-trailer to transport their equipment displays
to the various regional shows.

The range offered by BCF is also extensive, including tents, swags, sleeping bags, mattresses, a
wide range of fishing equipment for fresh and saltwater game and recreational fishing, DVD's and
advice, as well as outdoors clothing and footwear,
thermals and ski gear. Of interest to some is the
news that BCF are exiting from the ski hire service - so there may be some good bargains in
equipment such as road chains as well as skis and
ski wear.
Thanks Arthur and Ben for an informative presentation. And you could consider Supercheap and
BCF as an option for your next purchase. Christmas is almost upon us and they have a great range
of goodies.

Driver Trainers Mating Ritual

President’s Speech 35th Anniversary
Greg Taylor
Welcome everyone and a special welcome to past
members who have joined us tonight to celebrate
our 35th birthday.
We also have a Foundation Member of the club
attending tonight. Barbara Fisher - who was the
Social Secretary in 1978 and Membership Secretary in 1986. A special welcome to you Barbara.
Barbara and Geoff (Secretary 1978, Publications
1982, Association Delegate 1984-1986) were involved with the club from the very outset having
been part of the initial meeting in October 1976
that decided to start the Club

Preparing for tonight made me pause to think a bit
more about what our club is about. So I started
with my own little scorecard of how we are going:

The basic objects of the Club are:
1.

To encourage and promote amongst its
members and amongst the public generally:
a.

the sport of recreational four wheel
driving in all types of terrain, and
conditions;

I think we have this one covered pretty well. Our
trips cover steep mountain areas, coastal regions,
deserts, snow country, gulf country and include
water crossings, mud, stone, gibber rock, shale,
clay and of course dust – let’s not forget the dust –
red, orange, brown, white and more!
b.

the development of four wheel driving skills and techniques;

We have a very well regarded driver training team
and program that is up there with the best on offer
either privately or commercially. Our basic driver
training is thorough and I for one can vouch for
the confidence it gives me as a trip leader or as a
participant going on trips with well trained
ST4WDC members.
I have also spoken to other 4WD clubs and with
some their training is a day out with some of the
more experienced members and that is it.

c.

the responsible use of four wheel
drive vehicles;

d.

a responsible attitude towards the
conservation and enjoyment of the
natural environment; and

Our club promotes these values constantly and they
are embodied in our ethos and approach to our 4wd
activities. Tread Lightly is one of the first values I
learned when joining the club and other members
behave in a way that constantly reinforces with me
to keep minimal impact in mind in what I do. Really to think more about what I do in the bush to how
I do it whether it is driving or camping.
I have seen the damage in the bush by hoons and
their circle work, or degraded tracks from poor
driving skills. These people are just encouraging
the government authorities to further apply the one
size fits all rule and put in more bollards or locked
gates and punish us all.
I have been out with a group, not club members,
whose approach to 4wdriving challenges was faster, harder and really to monster their vehicles up/
over/through/around obstacles – there was some
impact to the tracks from lots of wheel spin. Some
of this I put down to youthful enthusiasm and some
was just plain ignorance in how to best get the most
out of your vehicle. It taught me how many of the
tracks we drive on are easily degraded into deep
cross axle holes and damage that becomes deep
ruts. My lesson from this experience was to more
highly value travelling with club members who are
all trained to a minimum standard that is really a
high standard in comparison. Also to encourage
more non- club people to join a club (ours preferably) and learn some better techniques.

e.

the acquisition and improvement of
four wheel driving training skills.

Our club provides opportunities for people to improve their skills with further training. Involvement in our club activities and particularly participating often on club 4wd trips is perfect for building experience and improving your 4wdriving skills
including recovery techniques. I have been fortunate to go on trips with many people over the last
few years and there is a core group that have shared
a wealth of 4wdriving experiences.
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President’s Speech 35th Anniversary
Greg Taylor
Overcoming problems in challenging conditions
and then sharing our experiences on the radio and
around the campfire at night is something that
bonds us. The sum of the group is always more
than the sum of the individual – travelling together
is safer and problem solving is shared.
Some here will remember a long drive in April last
year through the Alpine NP that once we had
crossed the Murray at Tom Groggin turned into a
long and wet day in steep country. The fire we had
at Limestone Creek campground was very welcome to a tired bunch of 4wdrivers who had
learned a lot about their vehicles and their own
capabilities. I would think that many of you here
tonight can tell similar stories.
2.

To improve the four wheel driving abilities of members and others and to encourage them to participate in four wheel
driving activities.

Again, our club offers some of the best trips and
training to help improve abilities. Our trips calendar is the envy I suspect of many other clubs. We
run many more trips each year to a wide variety of
areas offering different 4wdriving experiences.
That is one of the advantages of being a large club
that some of the smaller clubs just cannot do.

3.

To provide equipment and facilities for
the club members in relation to the activities of the club.

Being a large club has many other benefits not
least our very own property in Talooge. While
equipment and facilities for 4wdriving can always
be improved we are fortunate I believe to have the
resources we do.
Sometimes we can take these for granted particularly our property. But, if we cannot stop and even
reverse some of the lock it up mentality being displayed in the name of conservation, private property may well become the only places that we can
enjoy our 4wdriving in the future. This would be a
great tragedy but it also helps me value our property Talooge that much more.
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This is an area that the Victorians seem to have got
it right in the high country – they value us 4wdrivers and cater for us very well.
4.

To promote, organise, coordinate and
conduct, either alone or jointly with any
other persons, organisations, or clubs,
four wheel drive training courses, four
wheel driving events, meetings and conferences.

Our club is out there in the community promoting
4wdriving in many ways. Our 4wd demo has
grown into a well known and respected show – the
4WD Spectacular. Run every two years with our
partners the ACT 4WDC and Land Rover Club it
still remains a show put on for 4wdrivers and the
public by 4wdrivers.
Then there is our involvement in the annual balloon fest which has been well regarded in the community. Many local and international balloonists
now rely on us very much to successfully participate in the festival.
We drag and recover wrecks out of bushland as a
community service, and don’t forget we have assisted the community in its greatest time of need
following the horrific bush fires. Our latest promotional event was the Canberra Home and Leisure, Caravan, Camping and 4WD show last
month at EPIC. Our display had many visitors and
several new memberships. Many told me they had
already heard of our club or visited our website.

5.

To afford a means of recording the four
wheel driving experiences of members
and others and to publish and promote
information on matters of interest in relation to four wheel driving to members,
and to distribute the same for payment or
gratuitously.

I have seen our publication, Southern Trails, develop over a period and the addition of colour and
the professionalism in producing this product has
been superb.

President’s Speech 35th Anniversary
Greg Taylor
This month’s 35th Anniversary special edition reprinted the first Southern Trails which was a great
read. I am proud to see out magazine on counters
in local businesses. But, we seem to be always
struggling to get more content – how long since
you have written an article to be published in your
magazine I wonder?
Overall, I score our club very highly on achieving the objects of our constitution.
For me personally, I have done several new things
this year including some of those life changing
ones:
I.
II.

I became Membership Secretary of the Club
I retired from my job in February after almost 37 years
III. We paid out our mortgage that Vickie and I
have had since we were 28 (just a few years
ago!)
IV. and…I became President of ST4WDC
and this was just the first three months of the year!
So as new President of this fantastic club what
was my first priority?
It was April which followed our AGM in March
and the members of Southern Tablelands asked me
their new President if the coming winter was going
to be cold or mild.

So I went back to my members and told them to
collect even more wood in order to be prepared.
So I went back to my members and told them to
collect even more wood in order to be prepared.
A week later I emailed the Bureau of Meteorology
again. 'Does it still look like it is going to be a very
cold winter?'
The meteorologist again replied, 'Yes, it's going to
be a very cold winter.'
So I again went back to my members and ordered
(asked really) them to collect every scrap of firewood they could find so that they would be warm
on their winter 4wd trips.
Two weeks later I emailed the Bureau again. 'Are
you absolutely sure that the winter is going to be
very cold?' he asked.
'Absolutely,' the man replied by email. 'It's looking
more and more like it is going to be one of the
coldest winters ever.'
'How can you be so sure?' I asked.
The weatherman replied, 'Our satellites have reported that the 4wdrivers in the south east are collecting firewood like crazy, and that's always a sure
sign.'

Since I was a President in a modern 4wd Club I had
never been taught the old secrets. When I looked at
the sky I couldn't tell what the winter was going to
be like.

OK, so what does that all have to do with our club?
Just remember when the President asks you to collect firewood you know it is going to be a cold
night’s camp!!!

Nevertheless, to be on the safe side, I told my Club
that the winter was indeed going to be cold and that
the members of the Club should collect firewood to
be prepared But being a practical leader, after several days I had an idea.

Some may recognise that story and will know that I
have bent it a little in order to be politically correct
- and a few words about Political Correctness…

I Googled the Bureau of Meteorology and then sent
an email asking, 'Is the coming winter in this area
going to be cold.’
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President’s Speech 35th Anniversary
Greg Taylor
The following is accredited to the winning entry
from an annual contest at Cambridge University
calling for the most appropriate definition of a contemporary term.



One year required a definition for the contemporary term: 'Political Correctness’.



The winner wrote:




'Political Correctness is a doctrine fostered by a delusional, illogical minority,
and rapidly promoted by an unscrupulous
mainstream media, which holds forth the
proposition that it is entirely possible to
pick up a turd by the clean end.'
Besides, Richard Brand tells us that a good trip has
at least one flat tyre, one recovery and one turn
around to be memorable. I tried to apply this to
my talk and came up with it must have at least one
thing about driver training, one thing about trips,
one thing about our community work, one thing
about Talooge and of course a poo joke.
So to you ST4WDC I wish you a happy birthday
and I trust you will have many, many more. I also
hope to see you people at our 40th bash.














Did you ever stop and wonder

Greg
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QUESTIONS YOU JUST CAN'T ANSWER
Why doesn't Tarzan have a beard when he
lives in the jungle without a razor?
Why do we press harder on a remote control
when we know the batteries are flat?
Why do banks charge a fee on 'insufficient
funds' when they know there is not enough?
Why do Kamikaze pilots wear helmets?
Why does someone believe you when you
say there are four billion stars, but check
when you say the paint is wet?
Whose idea was it to put an 'S' in the word
'lisp'?
What is the speed of darkness?
Why is it that people say they 'slept like a
baby' when babies wake up every two
hours?
If the temperature is zero outside today and
it's going to be twice as cold tomorrow, how
cold will it be?
Do married people live longer than single
ones, or does it only seem longer?
How come we put man on the moon before
we figured out it would be a good idea to put
wheels on luggage?
Why do people pay to go up tall buildings
and then put money in binoculars to look at
things on the ground?

Who was the first person to look at a cow
and say, 'I think I'll squeeze
these pink dangly things here, and drink
whatever comes out?'
Who was the first person to say, 'See that
chicken there... I'm gonna eat the next thing
that comes outta it's bum.'
Why do toasters always have a setting so
high that could burn the toast to a horrible
crisp, which no decent human being would
eat?
Why is there a light in the fridge and not in
the freezer?
Why do people point to their wrist when
asking for the time, but don't point to their
crotch, or bum, when they ask where the
bathroom is?

ABOUT TRIPS
TRIP GRADING
For trips in the club’s calendar a grading system of levels 1 to 5 is used to assist members in deciding
which trips they would most enjoy and which grade suits the driver’s level of skill and experience. This
system of grading is a guide only. The grade assigned to a trip may change due to weather conditions, and
the trip leader should be consulted in such circumstances. The trip leader has the right to deny a request
from a driver who is considered not to have the necessary level of skill in 4Wdriving,or whose vehicle is
deemed inadequate.
*GRADE 1:
*GRADE 2:

*GRADE 3:

*GRADE 4:

*GRADE 5:

very easy with little, if any 4wdriving involved; will usually consist of a scenic
tour or a trip to camp. No 4WD skills are needed.
a relatively moderate 4WD trip with winching and/or towing unlikely. Moderate
level of 4WD skills needed, as well as completion of Basic Driver Education
Course.
a medium 4WD trip which requires cautious driving; winching should not be
required. Good level of 4WD skills needed, as well as completion of Basic Driver
Education Course.
a moderately difficult 4WD trip with some winching and/or towing almost a
certainty. High level of 4WD skills needed, as well as completion of both the
Basic and Advanced Driver Education Courses.
an extremely difficult 4WD trip. Participants must be experienced at traveling
over difficult terrain. Winching and/or towing will definitely be required and
participants must have all their own recovery equipment. Skill levels the same as
Grade 4.

DRIVER EXPERIENCE

Conditions on some trips at Grade 3 and above may prove too difficult for inexperienced drivers.
Please advise the trip leader of the level of skill, and vehicle equipment when signing up for such
a trip. Members must have attended the ‘Safe-One’ Basic Vehicle Operation Course before
driving on a Club trip above the Grade 1 level, unless they have satisfied the Club’s Education
Coordinator that they have the necessary experience.
TRIP PLANNING
If you are planning a Trip or Social Event for the Club contact the Club Trips Co-ordinator, preferably at
least two months in advance of your chosen dates. This will allow time to give your event a ‘good plug’ in
the Southern Trails, and it helps to avoid clashes with other people’s plans. However, if a good event
opportunity comes up at short notice our rules are sufficiently flexible to enable a quick approval. Club
policy requires that a Club event shall be publicised in the Club magazine, or at a General Meeting of the
Club, or on the Club’s website in order for it to be considered a formal Club event and so be covered for
the purposes of insurance, subsidies and so forth.
For a trip using tracks that are not public roads it is Club policy to confirm with the appropriate authorities
that access is permitted on the chosen dates. This includes National Parks, State Forests as well as private
property.

CB RADIOS
The Club strongly recommends that a UHF radio be carried to facilitate convoy procedures. UHF channel
14 is used as the standard channel for trips.
FIREARMS & PETS
Firearms are not permitted on club trips. Pets are not allowed in National Parks, otherwise refer to Trip
leader.
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TRIPS AND EVENTS
11 Dec

Winching and Recovery Exercise

Trip Leader:

Peter Reynolds

Phone:

02 6251 1258 (h); 0428 623 458 (m)

Limit:

12 people

Start:

8:30 AM

Meeting Place:

Casuarina Sands

Requirements:

Basic driver training, vehicle with electric winch or hand winch, full recovery kit

Description:

Winches are great if they are working and you know how to use them. This training day will help
on both counts.

Comments:

You must phone Peter to book this event

11 Dec

Brindabella Classic

Trip Leader:

Michael Patrick

Email:

michael.patrick2@bigpond.com

Phone:

0412 377 941 (m)

Limit:

unlimited

Grade:

2

Start:

8:30 AM

Meeting Place:

Uriarra Homestead

Fuel:

Full tank

Maps:

ACT Region (1/100 000) and 1/25 000 maps of Bobbys Plains, Couragago, Umburra and Cotter
Dam

Requirements:

Basic driver training, basic recovery gear, UHF radio, good tyres, well maintained and reliable vehicle, morning tea and lunch. Camera, binoculars and a chair are also a good idea. Bow saw / axe
for track clearing if necessary.

Description:

This day trip is a great way for new members to explore Canberra's back yard or more experienced members to also enjoy a day in the Brindabella mountains. We meet at Uriarra Homestead
and then head to Picadilly Circus following Brindabella/Tumut Road. Take Gentle Annie fire trail to
Flea Creek on the Goodradigbee River for morning tea. We will climb up Webbs Ridge to approximately 1200 metres and then on past the power lines to Waterfall fire trail. Dropping to the river
again lunch will be at Lowells Flat or McIntyres Hut. Backtrack to Waterfall fire trail then Foley FT
and Doctors Flat Rd and an afternoon stop at Pig Hill summit and finally air up and head for home

Comments:

There is a pit toilet at Flea Creek
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2011-019

2011-076

TRIPS AND EVENTS
14 - 18 Dec

Vic Alps recce

Trip Leader:

Chris & Julie Nicholls

Email:

calypso1@gmail.com

Phone:

0409 329 080 (m)

Limit:

7 vehicles

Grade:

3

Start:

8:30 AM

Meeting Place:

Tharwa, just over bridge

Maps:

Hema - The High Country Victoria; VICMAP 1:50,000 covering the alpine areas - Dart-Gibbo, Benambra-Leinster, Khancoban, Thredbo, Brookville-Ensay, Omeo-Bindi, Deception-Deddick

Requirements:

4wd with good ground clearance and low-range capability, all-terrain tyres with good tread, basic
recovery gear and recovery points front and rear, air compressor, UHF CB, self-sufficiency in food
and water for several days, hot/cold/wet-weather camping gear and clothing, 400km fuel range
including some low-range work.

Description:

I'd like to use this trip to recce a few tracks and campsites that I'll be using in later trips, and also
to revisit some old haunts that I haven't visited for some time. I think the time - two weeks before
Christmas - should give us good weather and a quiet time in the mountains with fewer people
about. This is mainly a touring trip with a few serious 4wd sections thrown in to keep us on our
toes. Pub lunches are a distinct possibility.

Comments:

Because this is basically a recce trip the route will be flexible in response to weather, whimsy and
the pace the party feels like maintaining. I have an outline route that includes Paddy River Dam
(west of Talbingo Pondage), Nariel Valley, Buenba Flat, Omeo, Swifts Creek, Moscow Villa, and
Davies Plain. The serious 4wd sections include the RWAP and Pheasant Creek tracks, the Garron
Point Track through Hells Gate, and the Mt Misery trail and Davies Plain

17 - 18 Dec

Yarrangobilly to Cotter Dam

Trip Leader:

Shirley Conn

Email:

ConnFamily1@optusnet.com.au;shirley.Conn@facs.nsw.gov.au

Phone:

02 6238 2622 (h); 02 6128 9200 (w); 0414 382 622 (m)

Limit:

8 vehicles

Grade:

2

Start:

8:00 AM

Meeting Place:

Bredbo Service Station

Fuel:

Top up with fuel in Cooma prior to travelling along the Snowy Mountains Highway towards Talbingo

Maps:

LPI map Snowy Kosciuszko Map

Requirements:

all food, fuel, full recovery gear vehicle in good working order, Basic Driver training

Description:

This trek will tke you through the northern section of Kosciuszko National Park, past the Snowy
Mountains Hydro Electric Scheme's Tantangara Dam. We'll head north towards Blue Waterholes
Trail. We will camp in this vacinity. On day 2 we'll leave the National Park and head towards Wee
Jasper via Boundary Road, Barnetts Road before meeting the Wee Jasper - Brindabelle Rd and
conclude at the Cotter Dam.

2011-073

2011-078
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TRIPS AND EVENTS
Comments:

Route is classed as easy. Route conditions to be checked prior to trip. A number of original graziers
huts and homesteads remain. The homestead complex at Currango and Coolamine have been carefully restored. There are limestone caves to be explored at Blue Waterholes.

14 Jan

Twilight Tour Of The Brindies

Trip Leader:

Rob and Lynne Donaldson

Email:

aroundtownplumbing@grapevine.com.au

Phone:

0407 072 573 (m)

Limit:

12 vehicles

Grade:

3

Start:

7:00 PM

Meeting Place:

Uriarra Homestead

Requirements:

Basic driver training, basic recovery gear, torch, UHF radio, good tyres, well maintained vehicle.

Description:

We will meet at Uriarra Homestead and then head up into the Brindies, heading down to Flea Creek
then up Webbs trail then head to McIntryes hut (stop at McIntyres hut and have supper), Lowells flat
area and finish off the evening with great views up Mt Corree then head home.

26 - 29 Jan

High Country Hillbillies 2012

Trip Leader:

Greg and Vickie Taylor

Email:

greg.j.taylor@bigpond.com

Phone:

02 6241 3547 (h); 0401 710 071 (m)

Limit:

30 vehicles

Grade:

3

Start:

8:00 AM

Meeting Place:

Williamsdale

Fuel:

Top up at Jindabyne for winter diesel mix. Discuss with Trip Leader if you have little capacity as you
may need to carry additional fuel. Can also top up at Seldom Seen, Gelantipy, Delegate or Bombala.

Maps:

Hema High Country Victoria Eastern Sheet 1:200,000. Various 1:25,000 maps.

Requirements:

Basic driver training, basic recovery gear, UHF, good tyres, well maintained and reliable vehicle with
good clearance, blind for water crossings, food water and cooking stove, bush saw/axe, tyre chains if
you have them, supplies for happy hour and pot luck dinner.

Description:

South to Jindabyne for a top up with winter mix fuel, then across the Murray River at Tom Groggin.
We will head up to Mt Pinnibar, Mt Anderson, Mt Gibbo and camp overnight at Buenba Flat and have
a happy hour to celebrate Australia Day! Buckwong Hut, Limestone Rd/Black Mountain Rd to Little
River Junction or McKillop Bridge for our second camp. Then the Deddick Fire Trail to Waratah Flat
for our third camp and a pot luck dinner. We will wander through Delegate and the Delegate River
Tunnel then Bombala and home.
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2012-007

2012-002

TRIPS AND EVENTS
Comments:

This is the plan but may deviate due to weather or track conditions. There are some toilets on this
route and in most of the camping areas but cannot be guaranteed. So, don't forget your shovel,
toilet paper and a big smile.

26 - 29 Jan

High Country Hillbillies 2012 Group 2

Trip Leader:

Chris and Julie Nicholls

Email:

calypso1@gmail.com

Phone:

0409 329 080 (m)

Limit:

9 vehicles

Grade:

3

Start:

8:30 AM

Meeting Place:

Williamsdale

Fuel:

Diesels should top up at Jindabyne for winter diesel mix (in case of frosts). We can also top up at
Omeo. Discuss with Trip Leader if you have a small fuel tank as you may need to carry additional
fuel.

Maps:

Hema High Country Victoria Eastern Sheet (1:200,000). Thredbo, Khancoban, Suggan-Buggan,
Benambra-Leinster, Omeo-Bindi, Deception-Dedick, Brookville-Ensay, Dart-Gibbo (1:50,000).

Requirements:

UHF radio, warm and waterproof clothing and sleeping gear; vehicle with low-range capability, allterrain tyres with good tread, good ground-clearance, front and rear recovery points essential,
snatch strap, radiator blind (small tarp) for Murray River crossing at Tom Groggin; all food and water, axe and bow saw, spade or mattock. Please be willing and able to collect and carry a small
amount of firewood.

Description:

Meeting at Williamsdale for 0830 departure. If you are running late, please phone Chris on 0409
329 080 (m).

2012-004

Planned Route: Williamsdale – Cooma - Jindabyne - Tom Groggin (lunch) - Davies Plain Hut Charlies Creek (camp Thursday night). Sth on Mt Misery Trail to Limestone Rd - East on Limestone Rd almost to Native Dog Flat, Sth on Native Cat Track, Nunniong Rd, Garron Point Track to
Hells Gate (steep descent) - Sth on Escarpment Track to Moscow Villa Hut / Bentleys Plain (camp
Friday night). West on Nunniong Rd to Bindi Rd, Great Alpine Rd to Omeo (coffee and refuel) Nth to Benambra - Nth on Benambra – Corryong Rd - on to Besford Track, Turnback Creek Track
- Buenba Gap Track - Buenba Flat (camp Saturday night). Buenba Log Rd, Mt Gibbo, Mt Anderson, Mt Pinnibar Track - Tom Groggin and homewards from there.
Comments:

At least one of the campsites may not have a pit-toilet, so please brief your passengers on the correct procedure.

4 Feb

4WD Spectacular - Working Bee

Trip Leader:

Marj Jones

Email:

marjorie.jones@det.nsw.edu.au

Phone:

0427 284 236 (m)

Limit:

unlimited

Start:

8:30 AM

Meeting Place:

Queanbeyan Showground

Description:

The major activities include completion of the test track, setting up the demonstration area, mowing
walkways, delivering pamphlets and cleaning the administration area and kitchen. Breakfast of
fruit juice, egg and bacon rolls plus tea or coffee will be provided - please notify Marj of catering
numbers before 2 February

2012-010
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TRIPS AND EVENTS
11 - 12 Feb

4WD Spectacular and Camping Show

Email:

marjorie.jones@det.nsw.edu.au

Phone:

0427 284 236 (m)

Limit:

unlimited

Start:

12:00 AM

Meeting Place:

Queanbeyan Showground

Description:

This Show is run every two years by ST4WD, Landrover and the ACT Clubs. This is our major biannual event for our Club. Put these dates in your diary now! The Club needs lots of help before
and particularly during the Show where we need people to staff our Club tent, talk to visitors, help
with parking control, work on the test track and be of general assistance in many other ways.
There will be at least 120 commercial stands which will offer significant discounts on their products.
There is also no better way in Australia to try out new 4WDs. Be there to help YOUR Club and
enjoy the benefits and bargains while contributing to charties.

25 - 26 Feb

Victorian High Country Mayhem

Trip Leader:

Rob and Lynne Donaldson

Email:

aroundtownplumbing@grapevine.com.au

Phone:

0407 072 573 (m)

Limit:

8 vehicles

Grade:

3

Start:

7:30 AM

Meeting Place:

Williamsdale

Fuel:

Full tank - top up at Jindabyne for the Alpine Diesel mix.

Maps:

Hema 1/200,000 high country Victoria, Hema 1/385,000 South East NSW, 1/25 000 maps of
Thredbo, Suggan Buggan, Vic 1/25 000 Mt Cobberas, Biggara

Requirements:

Basic driver training, basic recovery gear, UHF radio, good tyres, well maintained and reliable vehicle, camping gear including gas stove for cooking, food and water, happy hour supplies, bowsaw
and or axe for track clearing and blind/tarp for water crossing. You should be prepared for all conditions, warm and water proof clothing and sleeping gear.

Description:

We will travel to Jindbyne for a quick fuel and supply stop. Then off to Tom Groggin and have
morning tea. Cross the Murray river and on to Davies Plain Track. Visiting Davies Plain and Charlies Creek Huts then onto McCarthy's Track, Limestone Creek Track and Camp at Native dog flat
for the night. We then head on Limestone Rd, Cobberas trail past the Playgrounds to Macfarlanes
Flat track and the Ingeegoodbee track. We will then head home via Barry Way with magnificent
views of the Snowy river, stopping at Wallace Craigie look out and then Jindabyne.

2012-003

2012-009

This is the plan but we may deviate to camp at other locations depending on our progress, many of
these tracks will be unsuitable/unsafe in wet weather. Many of the locations and camp grounds we
are visiting have toilet facilites - but as usual bring your shovel and paper, good sence of humour
and camaraderie.
This trip would not be for the faint hearted as sections of these tracks can be difficult and steep high clearance vehicles are required.
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TRIPS AND EVENTS
10 - 18 Mar

Canberra Festival Balloon Spectacular

Trip Leader:

Catherine Panich

Email:

capan@homemail.com.au

Phone:

0412 866 375 (m)

Limit:

unlimited

Grade:

1

Start:

6:00 AM

Meeting Place:

Old Parliament House

Description:

The Club has been asked to provide crew support for the Canberra Festival Balloon Spectacular.
Crewing for part or the entire event means early starts, about 6am; meeting on the lawns of Old
Parliament House to assist pilots in crowd control, setting up and inflating their balloons. Then
comes the chase and retrieval of your balloon. There is always a complimentary hearty breakfast
and socializing after a successful balloon chase. You may still make it to work after breakfast but if
you do be prepared to be a little weary. Take this opportunity to meet pilots from overseas and
around Australia and maybe even get a free balloon ride. If you wish to take part contact Catherine

Comments:

You will need to indicate which days you are available and if you have a vehicle and or trailer.
Training is usually on the job with plenty of help from others and directions from your friendly pilot

10 - 17 Mar

Vic High Mountain Country

Trip Leader:

Michael Patrick

Email:

michael.patrick2@bigpond.com

Phone:

0412 377 941 (m)

Limit:

12 vehicles

Grade:

3

Start:

8:00 AM

Meeting Place:

National Dinosaur Museum, Barton Highway

Fuel:

Full tank at start

Maps:

NSW South, Hema Victoria East Gippsland, Hema High Country Victoria West

Requirements:

Basic driver training, basic recovery gear, UHF radio, good tyres, well maintained and reliable vehicle which should have good ground clearance (vehicles that have standard suspension will require
approval by the trip leader), camping gear including gas stove for cooking (possible fire restriction
could be enforce), food and water to last 4 days. Bow saw/axe for track clearing (chain saw if you
have one), and a blind/tarp for water crossing. If you have tyre chains bring them along. Fuel to
cover 400kms in low range.

Description:

Travel via Hume Highway to Bright and camp over night. From there will will make our way to Dargo and camp. We will then travel the numerous tracks around this area ie. Haunted Stream, Billy
Goat and the Infamous Franks Track. We will also explore the Grant Historic Mining area. Return
trip will be via Omeo and Tumut. This is a flexible trip due to the nature of the Victorian High Country so each day's proposed plans may change.

Comments:

This trip will encounter steep mountain trails and long deep descents into valleys. There will be
quite a few water crossings at varying depths (blinds may be required). The mountain environment
can change at any time so be prepared for hot and possibly cold extreme conditions. Camping will
be at differerent sites. Long drops are available at all camp sites but not showers. Hot showers will
be available at Dargo and Swifts Creek. There is a definite possibility that some vehicle recoveries
may be required

2012-005

2012-001
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TRIPS AND EVENTS
7 Apr

Easter Saturday BBQ and Night Drive

Trip Leader:

Rob and Lynne Donaldson

Email:

aroundtownplumbing@grapevine.com.au

Phone:

0407 072 573 (m)

Limit:

12 people

Grade:

3

Start:

6:00 PM

Meeting Place:

Casuarina Sands

Requirements:

Basic driver training, basic recovery gear, torch, UHF radio, good tyres, well maintained vehicle.

Description:

Meet at the Casuarina Sands BBQ area below the Cotter Pumping Station for a BBQ and Easter
Egg Hunt for the kids, then after dinner we will head out to the Brindies for a night drive exploring
the tracks then head up Mount Corree Summit to take in the views. Kids are encouraged to come
along. Bring your own dinner and drinks.

2012-008

Member Profile
Position:

Vice President

Name:

Marj Jones

I joined the Club in 2005 and did my Basic Training out at Murrumbateman. I have been on the Committee since 2006 (when we met in the Italian Club!)
I am not sure I have a “favourite’ trip or destination as all of them are unique. Some of our most memorable family ones were out through the bull dust and mud flats of the NT, camping along the Roper and
Douglas Daly Rivers on fishing trips with either family or friends. That’s when you had to watch the
weather (and the crocs!) or else you were stuck (literally) for a few days.
Alan and I have had quite an adventurous history. We started off living in Sydney, then spent 4 years in
Brisbane before spending 18 years in the Northern Territory in Darwin and Katherine.(we did spend a few
years in Boonah in between). We moved south to lived on the south Coast of NSW for a couple of years
before coming to Canberra and Queanbeyan in 1999. We have 4 children and four grandchildren. I have
been a teacher all my working life except times when I was JUST a mum. We also ran a motel for a few
years.
I am a member of the NSW SES and enjoy assisting the community. The latest venture was assisting in
Cardwell after Cyclone Yasi.
I believe the Club has a great future because of the diverse range of skills and experiences of its members.
Talooge is a tremendous asset and I would like to see that it is used to its potential. Not only as a driver
training venue, but as a camping and activity area where members can, with family and friends, hone their
own driver skills, walk tracks or just enjoy the serenity and beauty at anytime of the year. It is after all, our
own property, let’s use it!
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Meandering Mudgee and Mining Towns
Jeanette Flanagan

19th to 28th October

Ian Flanagan
Jeanette Flanagan
Mary Biddle
Julie & Thommo
Jim & Ros Hanigan
Doreen & Peter McEncroe
Don Wiltshire
Laurie, Robin & Tony Westcott

Trip Leader
Prado
Prado
80 series
Jackaroo
100 Series
Jackaroo
Prado

th

Day 1: 19 October.
The “Flanagan Fleet” assembled at Crookwell and
journeyed through lush green countryside with rolling hills, many well forested, travelling via Binda,
Tuena, and Trunkey Creek to Bathurst.
Between Bathurst and Sofala Jim and Ros were
shocked to discover their trailer had developed an
independent spirit and had uncoupled itself from
their vehicle. Only the chain held it! Unfortunately
the draw bar had hit the road and sheered off two of
four bolts. Running repairs got them on the road
again for a slow and careful descent into Sofala.
Sofala claims to be Australia’s oldest surviving
gold town. Surviving – just – having spread 16 kms
along the Turon River with over 40 hotels it is now
home to the Royal Hotel, established 1862 and a
few old, mostly weatherboard buildings of much
the same vintage.
From Sofala to Hill End once again we travelled
through delightful countryside with steep hills and
narrow winding roads providing some lovely vistas.
The Glendora Campground in the National Park is
in a bush setting with good amenities.
Happy hour in the communal shelter by the obligatory campfire.
Day 2: 20th October.
Early morning walk by some of the group, found a
short cut to town via a fire trail, some early bird
seeking and flora identification. varied from day to
day. Robin and Laurie were frequently out early as
well.
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Abundant evidence of prospecting and mining activity everywhere we went. Throughout the trip
Don was usually the first up and off for his early
constitutional, Julie and Jeanette had their standard
meeting time of 0630 hrs for their walk, an open
invitation existed for whomever cared to accompany them, the numbers varied from day to day. Robin and Laurie were frequently out early as well.
By mid morning everyone had decided on, or set
out on, their days activities.
An unguided tour through the village which boasted 28 hotels in it’s hey day, 4 churches, numerous
tobacco stores, mercery and drapery stores. Photos
erected along the two main streets enhance the
tour. Taken at the time by Beaufoy Merlin and
Charles Bayliss, the glass plate negatives were discovered in a garden shed in Chatswood in 1951 but
it was not until more recent digital technology that
they could be reproduced in their original quality.
(The Holfermann Collection)
Some of the surgical instruments on display at the
old hospital/ museum were a little frightening, and
even more so to learn that some haven’t changed
much.
Fancy coming all this way for Ian and Jeanette to
meet their neighbours, Rachael and Chris!
(Travelling with the Southern Highlands Bush
Walking Group)
Exploration in the afternoon at Golden Gully
where evidence of diggings and exposed holes
leading to underground mines remain. We tried our
luck at gold panning, not for too long it’s a backbreaking activity. Only half an hour and we were
sore, can’t imagine doing it all day every day.
Mary was the only lucky prospector; she found
gold, already stamped, a lucky $2 coin glistening in
the sun when she went to pay her camp fees. Good
on you Mary perhaps the rest of us will have better
luck another day.
We pressed on to the abandoned Valentine Mine.
The shaft drops at least 50 meters at an angle before it is too dark to see any further. A couple of
rusting Stamper Batteries are nearby.
Back in the vehicles and on to the Quartz Roasting
Pits (otherwise known as The Cornish Roasting
Pits).

Meandering Mudgee and Mining Towns
19th to 28th October
These pits were a Cornish idea where the quartz
was heated with the intention that it would be easier to extract the ore; this however did not prove to
be the case. Ruins of the buildings housing the
Stamper Battery and some of the roasting pits still
remain.
So much fantastic gold rush history to be found
around here!
Day 3: 21st October.
Early morning walkers (Julie, Robin and Jeanette)
struck out this morning into the bush, finding an
interesting track along a creek bed with abundant
evidence of diggings, also came across a herd of 11
Billy goats.
The decision was made last night to pack up but to
leave the trailers at the campground whilst we
drove to Bald Hill Lookout, Bald Hill Mine and
then to Rose Cottage for morning tea.
Left the campsite at around 9.15 and made our way
to Bald Hill Lookout, a very scenic drive through
the Hill End Common to take in the 360 degree
views from the top of Bald Hill. Kangaroo’s and
feral goats were grazing near the top of Bald Hill.
Next stop was the Bald Hill tourist mine. Wooden
rail tracks came out of the mine, at the end of the
track the ore was dumped. Bald Hill Mine lived up
to its name as it was bald on the inside as well. The
hill was thought to be of volcanic origin and therefore they expected to find diamonds but unfortunately neither diamonds nor gold were found in the
mine.
Some of the ladies chose to walk the 1.2 km track
back to town past the dam and the site of Irish
Town.
Soon we were all assembled at Rose Cottage, for
tea in the garden. A well preserved old home that
serves tea and scones with jam and cream served in
fine bone china, what a treat. The garden was superb, a real cottage garden. Plod and Thommo
were in their element, little fingers delicately raised
whilst sipping their tea from the best “Royal Albert”.

Jeanette Flanagan
The 80 year old lady who runs Rose Cottage, loves
her garden “I will buy flowers and just dig up a bit
of lawn to plant them”. The tulips, which she grew
for the first time this year were spectacular.
Well fed, we left Rose Cottage and returned to
hook up the trailers for the 73 km drive to Mudgee.
Stopped at the Tambaroora Cemetery, we all commented on the number of children there, the result
of a harsh environment and no immunisation. Interesting inscriptions on the headstones one fellow
died as a result of Carelessness, another said,
“Here lies our beloved Husband, Dad and Pop. He
chased the Golden Goddess until the bitch did him
in”.
Arrived at Mudgee at around 2pm, had a relaxing
afternoon followed by dinner at the Red Heifer
where we watched Australia win over Wales in the
Rugby World Cup.
Mary won the meat tray!
Day 4: 22nd October.
Pleasant early morning walk around the town, visited a small memorial park where the headstones
from three old cemeteries have been imbedded into
walls to better preserve them.
The majority of the group set out for “Hands On
Rock” which is an aboriginal site some 50 km
from Mudgee. After a short steep climb we
reached a protected overhang where there were
numerous hands painted on the rock, we also
found some emu footprint paintings.
We then drove to the start of “The Drip” walking
track which is 1.5 km in length along the Goulburn
River. It was a pleasant walk beside the river, a
few rock scrambles and a rock arch to negotiate,
some ferny glades and unique honeycomb patterns
in some of the rock faces. Once at the drip the river
flows over a rock platform at the base of an overhanging cliff face, clear spring water drips from
above. It is very cool and tranquil.
After our walk we returned to Mudgee where we
had lunch. Plod and Doreen did not join in on the
walks this morning they had done them several
months ago and had things to do in town.
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Mary also stayed in town, as the steepness of the
walks would have been too challenging for her after her recent knee surgery. Mary was thrilled with
her win last night as she has never won a meat tray
before!
The information package provided for the trip
makes you realise there is so much to see and do
we could spend longer in each place or come back
for several trips. Mary will be returning when her
knees are fixed.
The weather has turned rather hot, almost swimming weather. We set out for Gulgong after lunch.
Gulgong was very interesting, especially the symbols in the pavement which were a traveller’s guide
for the swaggies indicating which houses were
welcoming and would provide work, were to stay
away from, bad drinking water etc. Having symbols makes more sense than a word of mouth system.
Mary is camping on the Riverbank in the Riverside
Caravan Park and from her site she can see a lot of
wildlife, ducks, rabbits and many colourful birds
coming in for an afternoon drink; it is pleasant to
pop over from our sites to share her pleasant outlook.
Day 5: 23rd October.
On the early morning walk this morning, the walkers thought that they had the company of Don, Ian
and Thommo, we only walked one block and they
disappeared, off to the bakery for coffee and croissants!
Julie, Robin, Laurie and Tony went to Fern Tree
Gully. “It was wonderful”
Doreen, Plod, Thommo and Don took a full day
winery tour hosted by Mudgee Tourist Bus driven
by the owner, a very obliging Brian Munns. We
visited eight wineries: Frog Rock, Robert Stein,
1838, Farmers Daughter, Blue Wren, Small Winemakers Centre, Peter Van Gent, and Petersons.
Oops, forgot Robert Oakley that makes nine wineries!
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Lunch was arranged at Blue Wren. Great food and
surroundings.
Everyone bought far too much wine!! There were
some excellent reds and fortified wines to be had,
also came across lots of olive oils, condiments etc
all from local producers.
The highlight of the day (low Light?) was when Ian
inadvertently put petrol in his diesel Prado. Monday
will tell if any damage has been done. The NRMA
are on the case but nothing can be done until tomorrow.
Dinner was provided by Mary courtesy of the tray
of meat won a couple of nights before, a great fresh
salad from Julie rounded out the “free” meat.
There was a bit of interest in the Rugby World Cup.
General consensus was that a Kiwi win was preferable to seeing the French get up. In the end it was a
tough close game. Many thanks to Doreen and Plod
for providing the television to watch the game.
Day 6: 24th October.
Some light showers overnight. Fortunately there
was no rush to depart so tents could dry before being packed.
We departed Mudgee in two convoys as Ian had to
await the services of a tilt tray truck and a mechanic
to do the necessary checks and services on his Prado.
Convoy one travelled through beautiful valleys and
arrived at Ganguddy (Dunn’s Swamp) by midday.
A leisurely setup despite the impossibility of using
pegs proceeded to an even more leisurely hot afternoon dozing and reading.
Meanwhile back in Mudgee Ian’s Prado had had
both fuel tanks removed and drained, lines cleaned
and filters replaced. Great service from the NRMA
and Toyota.
Shortly before 5pm the radio announced the imminent arrival of convoy 2 – impeccable timing – beer
o’clock. They were greeted at the pay point by
Doreen’s hitchhiking leg!

“SAFE ONE” BASIC 4WD
VEHICLE OPERATION COURSE
The Southern Tablelands Four Wheel Drive Club conducts two-day weekend
Driver Training exercises, with Follow-up Days on the Sundays, 1 week later.

Purpose:
To introduce new & old club members to vehicle equipment, daily maintenance, recovery techniques &
equipment, and in particular teach them the skills necessary to safely operate their 4WD in a variety of
terrains.

Meeting Time/Place:
Service Station in Bredbo (right hand side of highway) no later than 7.00pm on the Friday evening preceding the course.

The Club’s Education Coordinator is Peter Reynolds,
Tel (h) 6251-1258 or (m) 0428 623-458.
PLEASE BOOK

A PLACE ON ONE OF THESE COURSES WELL IN ADVANCE AND ALSO RING
WEEK BEFORE THE COURSE TO CONFIRM ATTENDANCE !
IF YOU DON’T, YOU WILL LOSE YOUR PLACE ON THE COURSE

PETER ONE

ONLY ONE DRIVER PER VEHICLE PER COURSE, THOUGH A SUPPORT CREW IS WELCOME.
COURSES FOR 2011 WILL BE HELD ON
14-15 MAY
17-18 SEPTEMBER
12-13 NOVEMBER

WITH FOLLOW-UP ON
WITH FOLLOW-UP ON
WITH FOLLOW-UP ON

22 MAY
25 SEPTEMBER
20 NOVEMBER

WHAT TO BRING
Yourself & family and a 4WD in good mechanical condition
Camping gear for overnight stay
Food and Cooking gear for 2 days
Chairs to sit on in lessons and around the fire
Recovery gear, if you have it, but not essential
Garbage bags for all your rubbish to take home
Notebook & pen
Camera
A full tank of fuel
Torch
Drinking water.
UHF Radio (optional – talk to Peter)
Front and Rear Recovery Points preferred.
There is a large First Aid Kit at Talooge. Also a large gas BBQ
PLEASE DO NOT BRING PETS OR FIREARMS.

Page 25

Meandering Mudgee and Mining Towns
19th to 28th October
Whilst on the subject of problem resolution, in regard to Day 1’s wayward trailer, it has been found
that it is possible to assemble the Hitchmaster coupling upside down, which in all probability was the
cause of the hitch separating. As constructed the
hitch requires greasing and the components were
rotated, unwittingly left in the upside down position. One solution could be to paint the “top side”
green and the lower side red as at present the only
marking is a small decal saying “top”.
Another solution would be to replace the lot with a
Treg coupling!
How nice it was to be all together again in this
beautiful spot and looking forward to exploring the
walking tracks the next day.
A delicious Pot Luck dinner, such variety, everything was very tasty, we all ate our fill whilst the
possums scampered nearby. A perfect evening.
Day 7: 25th October.
6.30 Saw the early morning walkers set off for Platypus Point; they were shortly joined by Laurie and
Thommo. The short walk extended from the beach
to the Kandos Weir and on to the Long Cave. Beautiful views up the waterway, sandstone Pagoda
rocks and fabulous vistas of the surrounding mountains. No platypus sightings today however were
rosellas, and white-faced herons.
The Long Cave was home to grasses, ferns and
mosses from the spring water seeping through the
sand stone, somewhat like The Drip, but not as
spectacular.
The trek back was a bit of a climb through low
woodlands. It is a little cooler today, overcast but
still warm.
Roz and Jim went on the same walk about 4 hours
later where they were lucky to come across a male
Lyrebird that put on a fantastic display for about 10
minutes. They could not see a female bird so assumed the show was just for them. What a highlight!
Seven of us took a short 17 km drive to the
Kelgoola Picnic area, passing expansive Pagoda
rock forms.
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The track came to an end for the vehicles at a
locked gate, but the track continued on and we presume it to be the old 4x4 track which used to join
up to the Putty road. It was closed some years ago
by NSW Forestry, although there were signs of
regular use by those with authorisation. A short
walk along the road and then down a side road revealed an old wooden bridge directly behind another locked gate. The bridge had almost completely collapsed, only two large outer logs remained, navigable only by the most intrepid and
surefooted of the group. Yes, we have photos of
Julie on the other side!
Back at Dunn’s Swamp Robin and Laurie went for
a walk in the opposite direction, walking along the
waterside along the River Gauge circuit and beyond. Thommo put the shrimp net into the water to
catch bait for a fishing expedition later in the afternoon. On hearing his name called he looked up to
see Robin and Laurie had been watching his every
move from the opposite bank, what on earth were
they doing over there?
After a bite of lunch Ian and Thommo went off for
a spot of fishing , a little over an hour had passed
when they came scurrying back when the thunder
started rumbling.
It was 34 degrees at lunch time and by 4pm when
the heavens opened it had dropped to 22 degrees.
There was thunder; there was lightening and deluges of water for 2 hours.
The camping ground was covered in sheets of water, creeks formed, as did dams which when released flowed through every camp. Much of the
rock just below the surface was revealed. Fortunately we all had nice dry beds to retire to.
Day 8: 26th October.
Some of the early morning walkers climbed the
sandstone Pagodas alongside the campsite. It
seems that a large number of climbers preceding
them had seen fit to record their efforts for posterity by carving their initials and dates into every
available inch of rock at the top. A second contingent took a brisk walk along the road to the junction with Rylstone road.
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Jeanette Flanagan

The journey to Newnes took us through the beautiful Capertee Valley, the tawny colours of the sandstone crags towering above the heavily treed slopes
with pasture below that again.

Anyway we chose the nearest entrance point to the
Newnes campground. This indicated a four hour
walk with easy grades as it followed the line of the
old railway line.

We stopped at the Glen Alice cemetery. The
McClean family, early settlers to the area, buried
their daughter on their property in 1845. In 1860
John McClean provided land for a church and the
cemetery in the area in which his daughter had
been buried.
The original wooden slab church has been clad
with pressed metal, both inside and out.

WELL … walking the rail bed was easy except for
the gullies where the bridges had been washed
away. Negotiating these required some climbing
up and down through scrubby bush and over fallen
logs and rocks. In the end we walked 10 km each
way with the rail bed slowly rising above the valley as it snaked around the sandstone cliffs. In
some patches the track passed through open treed
country with occasional small patches of scrub. As
we climbed higher the landscape became rather
wetter until on reaching the tunnel the final stretch
was through a magnificent forest of tree ferns.

After setting up camp at Newnes we walked
through the ruins of the oil shale industrial development. It was a large scale operation for its time
(early 1900”s). A railway was constructed from
Newnes to connect the works to the nearest railway
to Sydney at Newnes Junction. A clay pit and
brickworks near the site must have worked overtime to provide the bricks to construct a double line
of coke ovens (90 in total), massive retaining walls,
condensers, distillers, storage tanks, residential
buildings and a paraffin works where candles were
made.
We rugged up to enjoy Happy Hour at a temperature of 9 degrees in a very misty rain.
Day 9. 27th October.
Morning started misty and cool.
The morning chorus from the birds was loud and
great to wake up to. The currawongs were at their
cheeky best, flying in and out of tents trying to
score some breakfast.
A few of us walked down the west bank of the
Wolgan River looking for traces of the old brick
kilns and shale workings. Lots of feral trees and
plants were testament to the presence of an earlier
settlement.
Around 9am most of the group left camp to visit
the Glow Worm tunnel. Information on distance
was a bit sketchy, with different pamphlets suggesting different distances.

Inside the old railway tunnel the glow worms gave
their best. Hundreds of blue/white pin points of
light over the walls and ceiling. The NWPS brochure said they were the larvae of a gnat that suspends itself from the wall/ceiling and uses the luminescence to attract prey. Inside a pitch black
cave doesn’t seem to be a good place to hang out
for passing food.
The walk back was easier as it was down hill all
the way. Even the scrambles through the gullies
seemed to be easier. Along the way there were
abandoned pieces of railway stock looking as
though they had been left where they had broken
down.
All up we did 20kms in around six hours. Back at
camp we enjoyed an early happy hour to compensate for our missed lunch. The cloud cover didn’t
lift much all day and the low temperature made for
easy walking: By dusk clouds had descended to
cover the cliffs and drifted towards the
campground.
Again we had some friendly possums; one mother
with a young one clinging to her back had to be
intercepted as she attempted to seek refuge from
the cold in Ian and Jeanette’s camper trailer.
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Day 10. 28th October.
Our final day, everyone was up early and surprisingly there were no stiff legs from yesterdays walk.
As usual the early morning crew set off for their
constitutional.

Plod and Doreen departed around 0745 planning to
get up the steep pull out of the valley before the
main convoy departed everyone else was ready to
go by 0830.

Jeanette Flanagan
Our route took us via Oberon where a stop for
morning tea resuscitated those who were hanging
out for a “real” coffee, and the apple pies proved to
be too much of a temptation.
A scenic drive through some very green countryside well stocked with sheep and numerous young
lambs led to speculation that the price of lamb
should soon be decreasing.

We caught up with Plod and Doreen at the Bakery
at Goulburn. They had made good time and had
been waiting for us for half an hour. We all gathered for a final bite to eat before going our separate
ways. Thommo and Julie were continuing on to
start setting up for the Sand and Water driving
course to be conducted over the weekend, later to
be joined by Plod.
The trip was designed to be a relaxing one that
took us to some historically interesting places and
to some of the amazingly beautiful places that are
virtually on our doorstep. Over the ten days, depending on the number of side trips done, vehicles
travelled between 1300 and 1500 kms. The feedback was extremely positive.
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The celebration this month of the 35th Anniversary
of our great club has re-invigorated interest in our
history, much of which is well recorded in the 387
editions of Southern Trails published prior to this
one. At the beginning, Southern Trails was produced every month (including January) although
no January edition has been issued since 1980 except for 1985. Only one edition (October 1980)
was never produced ‘due to difficulties with typing’. Considering the effort involved and the work
undertaken throughout by a small group of volunteers, this is a truly impressive record.
Several hundred surplus magazines dating from
1977 to the present were put on display at the 35th
Anniversary function and attracted considerable
attention, both from attendees just interested in
browsing, and from those keen to take up the offer
to help themselves to these copies that would otherwise end up being recycled. In conjunction, lists
of ‘Wanted’ editions were advertised and attendees
were enjoined to donate any that they may have
stashed away in their garages at home.
The copies on display were surplus to the four collections of Southern Trails that are maintained or
contributed to by the Club. We maintain two Sets,
the National Library of Australia (NLA), and the
ACT Heritage Library (AHL) holding one each.
Only one of these collections is totally complete
but some of the others are getting very close. We
maintain records of the copies missing in the NLA
and AHL collections, and although we give priority to the completion of our own two sets, any magazines we have surplus to those two sets are provided to the NGA and AHL if they can be used to
fill gaps in those collections.
The current state of the collections is:
1.

ST4WDC Master Set is complete, however
16 of the issues required to make this claim
are available to us only through a loan from
a member. Of these 7 are known to be available from a collection not at hand at the time
of writing. This ‘Master’ set is intended to
be the official historical record and will not
normally be made available to club members. Our only dilemma is where to put it,
particularly noting the obvious risk of fire at
Talooge. Suggestions are welcome.

2.

ST4WDC Set No 2 – Efforts to compile this
set only commenced last year and already
we have reached the point where we are
missing only 100 copies however we have
access to 33 of those as part of the loan set
mentioned above, and 39 are expected to be
available from the collection not yet to hand.
When these are both taken into account,
there will be only 27 gaps remaining with
many of these expected to be filled in coming weeks. This set is intended to be available to all members who can borrow magazines for the purposes of research of any
description and is planned to be always readily available in Canberra. Anyone wishing
to access these copies should contact Jim
Raleigh (J.Raleigh@Netspeed.com.au).

2.

The National Library has eight gaps in
their collection, copies of all of which are
held in our ‘Master’ collection, and two of
which will be filled when the collection
shortly to arrive is received.

2.

The ACT Heritage Library collection only commenced with ACT self government
and although they have been included in
monthly distribution since then, there is
clearly a significant shortfall (124) even after we have filled well over 100 gaps in the
last 12 months. Copies expected to be received in coming weeks should allow us to
reduce their shortfall to around 80.

The really good news is that the publicity obtained
from the display at the 35th Anniversary resulted in
a number of offers of old magazines, in particular
issues that will help close more gaps in all of these
collections. Although the full details are not yet
available, we are expecting to receive the collection mentioned above from a current member who
lives interstate when he visits Canberra within the
next 2 weeks; we have a further collection available from a former member here in Canberra which
we hope to receive about the same time, and which
is known to contain some editions we crave; and
another current Member is checking what they
have at home while being very confident that they
can fill some of the remaining gaps.
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Did you ever stop and wonder
Once these have all been sorted we hope to be no
longer dependent upon the copies we have on loan,
greatly simplifying the management of the collections.





A brief update, along with a list of those editions
still wanted, will be provided next year after all of
those known to be available have been sorted.
The issues we require range from the first (Issue
1) through to Issue 300 (Dec 2003), with the majority being from Mar 1991 onwards. Should
you happen to have any that fall within this period, please let us know by emailing Jim Raleigh
(J.Raleigh@Netspeed.com.au).
In this current technological age, you may well ask
why not scan them and store them digitally. This
option has been explored as it would indeed be a
significantly better way to make them available to
members or even a wider audience. On the other
hand it is very expensive, well beyond the resources
of the club and unfortunately neither the NLA nor
the AHL have plans to do so in the foreseeable future













Why does your Gynaecologist leave the
room when you get undressed if they are
going to look at ‘your jewels’ anyway?
Why does Goofy stand erect while Pluto
remains on all fours? They're both dogs!
If quizzes are quizzical, what are tests?
If corn oil is made from corn, and vegetable
oil is made from vegetables, then what is
baby oil made from?
If electricity comes from electrons, does morality come from morons? Don’t answer
this one
Why do the Alphabet song and Twinkle,
Twinkle Little Star, have the same tune?
Tsk! Stop singing and read on …
Do illiterate people get the full effect of Alphabet Soup?
Did you ever notice that when you blow in a
dog's face, he gets mad at you, but when you
take him on a car ride, he sticks his head out
the window?
Does pushing the elevator button more than
once make it arrive faster?

For the time being, thanks to the generosity of a
number of both current and former members, we
are coming very close to rectifying the unfortunate
neglect of our valuable club archives, particularly
during the 1990’s. As a result we will be much better placed to answer historical questions with some
confidence, and hopefully be able to explain why
some things are the way they are.
Thank you to all those members, both current and
former, who have contributed to making such progress possible.

Water and Sand Driver Training

Page 31

4WD Track Classification Program Training
12 –13 November

2011 Matt Warmington

Attendees
Barry Walker – FWD Vic
Fred Farrugia – FWD Vic
Chris Keys – FWD NSW & ACT
Ian McKinley – Trainer
Michael Colicke – ACT PCL Ranger
Colin Schofield – ACT PCL Ranger
Ray Atkin – LRC ACT
Peter McQueen – ACT LRC
Ross Davidson – ACT ATC
Greg Ue – ACT ATC
Greg Turner – ACT ATC
Edward Patching – ST4WDC
Chris Nicholls – ST4WDC
Graham Kruse – ST4WDC
Graham Kitchener – ST4WDC
Matt Warmington – ST4WSDC
Anne Douglass – ST4WDC
Ian Bassingthwaite (Basso) – ACT ATC
Twelve members of the ST4WDC, ACT All Terrain Club and Land Rover Club of the ACT, along
with two ACT Parks Conservation and Lands
(PCL) Park Rangers attended a 4WD Track Classification training program organised by Four Wheel
Drive NSW and ACT and presented by Four
Wheel Drive Victoria at the Cotter River Ranger
Station on the 12th and 13th November 2011.
By way of background, the Track Classification
program was developed by Four Wheel Drive Victoria in cooperation with Parks Victoria and the
Department of Sustainability and Environment
over a four-year period from 2006 with funding
from the Victorian Government, yes that’s right,
the Government actually threw money at a project
to benefit 4WDers!!, apparently around $4M. The
program was adopted in 2010 by the Australian
National Four Wheel Drive Council Inc.
(ANFWDC) as a nationally recognised scheme,
and an advisory group has since been formed between Four Wheel Drive NSW and ACT, Forests
NSW, and the Lands and Property Management
Agency (LPMA). ACT PCL has also expressed an
interest to introduce the program.
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The aim of the program is to apply a four level
classification system to indicate the degree of difficulty of four wheel drive tracks and routes. The
classification system is used to provide pre-visit
and targeted information to four wheel drive visitors and a framework to develop and promote
“iconic” four wheel drive touring routes and tracks.
Six iconic routes have already been classified,
marked and published in Victoria; see
www.iconic4wd.com.au for details. They include
Grampians Drive, Otways Drive, Mallee Drive,
Wonnangatta Drive, Snowy River Drive and Davies Plain Drive. These classified tracks, as well as
the routes for the Iconic 4WD Adventures, have
been mapped and are also viewable (and downloadable) from Forest Explorer Online, an interactive mapping product for viewing online maps of
Victoria’s public land. To access Forest Explorer
Online visit www.dse.vic.gov.au and click on
‘Interactive Maps’ and then ‘Forest Explorer
Online’.
The classification system is modelled on the ski
run system and includes Easy, Medium, Difficult
and Very Difficult levels represented by a green
circle, blue square, black diamond and double
black diamond respectively. Tracks are assessed
on the basis of profile, surface and gradient against
predefined criteria, and classified based on the
highest level of difficulty determined during the
assessment. The intention is to classify iconic
routes and tracks by each track section to provide
an overall route classification.
You may have mixed views on the benefits of such
a scheme, but consider this: the program promotes
increased recognition by land managers of 4WDing
as a recreational activity on public land, increased
and more sustainable 4WD use through greater
knowledge of suitable tracks, better alignment between skills and preparedness, reduced track damage and local tourism on touring routes, and focuses maintenance on higher use tracks. The program
is also expected to increase safety through better
planning of suitable routes; fewer 4WDers on unsuitable tracks and in dangerous situations, and
potentially safer use by visiting fire fighters and
other non-recreational users.

4WD Track Classification Program Training
12 –13 November
In general the program is aimed at the inexperienced four wheel driver or “soft roaders” who may
not have sufficient experience or background
knowledge of a track to be able to navigate it safely or without damage to the track, the vehicle,
themselves or others.
We trained on theory for the first half of Saturday
in the Cotter PCL depot thanks to our hosts the
ACT PCL Rangers, who also threw in coffee and
bikkies. As is the case with all groups, there has to
be one troublemaker who has to question every
little detail, yes you know who you are without
naming any names (Edward Patching). The FWDV
trainers were very polished, as you would expect
after four years of practice, and the information
was illustrated with examples of how to define
track sections and the process step by step.
The training illustrated how tracks are classified in
dry conditions in clearly identifiable sections. The
route is identified and navigated by the assessment
team taking note of gradient, profile and surface
conditions in each section. UTM GPS coordinates
are taken to identify the track section start and end
points as well as special points of interest to the
assessment such as bog holes, steep sections, etc.
This data is compared against quantitative assessment criteria to determine the rating, and the track
is classified at the highest rating determined.
It’s worth noting that at present the Victorian system only records the overall track rating, however
moves are afoot to provide more detail in published material, such as the rating of each track
section, to allow more informed decisions by
4WDers not necessarily wishing to travel the entire
route. This has started to be evident in the material
provided in Forest Explorer Online.

2011 Matt Warmington
Further definition of the classifications for those
who are interested are:

Easy


Suitable for optional and constant all wheel
drive vehicles where this option is engaged,
and fitted with road tyres.



Suitable for novice and less experienced
four wheel drivers.

Medium


Suitable for dual range vehicles with moderate under body protection, moderate clearance, and road tyres.



Some experience and driver training would
be an advantage.

Difficult


Low range will need to be engaged most of
the time or always.



High vehicle clearance, off-road tyres.



Considerable experience required.



Driver training and recovery equipment are
strongly recommended.

Very Difficult


Low range always engaged for safety.



Considerable experience.



Off-road tyres and recovery equipment are
required.



Driver training and convoy groups are
strongly recommended.
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Saturday afternoon was spent on a practical session
up Bullen Range. Those of you who attended the
winch training session in June may remember the
route. Unfortunately we were stopped when we got
to the summit by a locked gate due to a rally being
held in the park that weekend. On the way down
we passed of all things, a Commodore on the way
up having obviously gone through a river crossing
of about 400mm depth and a loose incline of
around 15 degrees. The young driver of the commodore was of the opinion that his car could go
anywhere despite our advice to turn around. Hopefully he made it down without incident, though this
encounter did illustrate the point of general ignorance of track conditions by the public.

2011 Matt Warmington
Sunday was our knowledge assessment and practical day. Having handed in our
homework, we took off in pursuit of our hosts who
led us on the nominated assessment route; Mt
Coree via Curries and Pabral Roads (excluding the
Mt Coree Fire Trail itself). It was interesting to
listen to and participate in the discussions that took
place regarding assessment of each track section,
and it was hard to ignore the gut feeling that “Hey,
I could get up there in a Subaru!!”. Once we’d all
either become tired of arguing or had accepted the
objective assessment criteria, the group managed
to agree on an overall route classification of Medium, which means it’s really only suitable for dual
range vehicles with moderate under body protection, moderate clearance, and road tyres at minimum.
Whatever your thoughts regarding this initiative,
it’s got to be worthwhile to cooperate with our land
management agencies, try and see their challenges
and work towards a common goal of preserving
our parks and forests while maintaining access for
recreational pursuits, especially 4WDing!!
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Blue Waterholes
22-23 October

Dan O'Hara
Ann O'Hara
Judy and Jeff
Ben and Ian
Jim
Steve, Maomi, Patrick & Maddie
Gary and Judith
Peter and Cath

Kath Blunt

Trip Leader
Prado
Cruiser
Hilux
Rodeo
Pajero
Cruiser
Prado

On Saturday 22st of October 7 vehicles gathered at
Point Hut to make the trek to Blue Waterholes.
The plan was to go to Adaminaby via the Boboyan , Shanahans Flat and then Yaouk Roads
which turned out to be a beautiful drive. Everything was very green and any watercourse crossed
full and flowing. The valley between the Scabby
and Billy Ranges was lovely. We admired the potential of the trout fishing in Sam’s Creek and the
number of horses at Cochranes Treks that were
lying down (Peter Cochrane was a former National
party MP for Monaro) .
This was the first time we had been on a trip with
the club after doing the driving course in May and
we didn’t expect to hear all the chitter chatter on
the radio. It was fun to hear little titbits of information, stories from past trips etc. . We felt like
we got to know people via the radio calls.
After morning tea at Adaminaby we turned off the
Snowy Mountains Highway after Providence Portal onto Tantangara Rd where we aired down and
followed the road to the Southern tip of the Tantangara reservoir. Lots of small groups of campers
were dotted around the shores taking advantage of
the spring weather and no doubt biting fish. We
turned onto Pocket Saddle Road which led us up
to Currango homestead for lunch.
This is a well preserved historic site which was
interesting to wander around, as it is the oldest
continuously occupied homestead above the snowline and was the last of its kind to be operating until the 1920’s for summer grazing. The buildings
are very well preserved and give an insight into
conditions in the early days of European settlement.
The caretaker now lives there all year round, and
last year was only snowed in for 2 weeks. It would
be an idyllic spot to stay in either of the two cottages leased out by NPWS to holiday makers.

Our resident young ‘uns, Patrick and Maddie had
lots of fun spying joeys poking out of kangaroo
pouches and getting as close to them as possible
Dan had really done his homework, with a reccie
done the previous weekend and regular updates on
the road conditions obtained from the NPWS in the
week before the trip.
He had found out that we couldn’t use the Philip
trail across the Northern part of the reservoir which
is generally accessible to 4WD so we had to return
to the Snowy Mtns highway and get to our destination via Kiandra and the Long Plain Road.
It wasn’t long before we saw groups of brumbies
which cantered away as our convoy disturbed their
grazing. We got quite close to some, and each
group had a foal or two. The brumbies are certainly
on the increase and the impact they have on the
environment must be significant.
We camped at Magpie Flat and had the
campground to ourselves – a fantastic site with
views down to the impressive Cave Creek Gorge.
From here to departure time the following
lunchtime it was free time, so everyone wandered
off to have a look around – some to the gorge, others the Coolamine homestead and Pete and I went
through Murrays Cave and did a bushwalk through
the Nicholls Gorge. This was a classic walk –
about 6k – and along the way we saw the creek
disappear and reappear several times, in quite a
spectacular fashion.
It was a fabulous drive back through Alpine Ash
forest along Broken Cart fire trail and the Long
Plain Road with a large mud patch providing us
with some excitement along the way.
The experience of the group and the benefit of
driving in convoy showed itself when one car’s
petrol light came on at Brindabella. Ian advised
that any loss of power along the road from Brindabella to Weston Creek would be very dangerous as
the car was towing a van and could block the road
to traffic or become stuck in a precarious position.
He very unselfishly offered to go and get a jerry
can of petrol for them.
It was a great trip – thanks Dan for organising and
doing all the preparation. It was a very companionable and relaxing trip through beautiful spring
bush to a lovely camping site and a very unique
place. We will certainly go back there.
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Frank and Elliott Wolf
are authorised dealers for
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FOR SALE/WANTED/LOST/FOUND
Advertising on this page is free to members but is restricted
to
Two Months. Non-members will be charged $20 per
advertisement for 5 lines for the same period.
For sale
5 x 20 Lt red plastic willow jerry cans - $10 each
4 x 16" Pajero steel rims (NM/NP) silver, never
used - $100 the lot.
Tent, large (4.5x3) canvas 2 room plus awning,
includes fly, pegs, ropes and poles - $250
Contact: Rick Holland (0412 335 962)
Wheel Rim. One only, 5 stud, 16 inch by 7inch
alloy rim ( 7.0JX16 AH2 / ET57.0 / E-DOT ) as
new, ex Disco. Free to good home (or truck).
Call Jim on 6291 6392 or 0427 483911

For Sale KAB 411 suspension seat base available
for sale.
Asking $200.
Contact Chris on 0409 329 080(m)
calypso1@gmail.com.

Generator: Honda Handy Inverter EU30i 3kva,
12 months old and never used comes with lock up
cable,
tools and manual. Cost almost $4000.00 asking
$3000.00.
Tyres Coopers : 5x LT245/75 X16 ATR.
4X Traveled approx 2000km
1x spare never used.
payed $1500.00 asking $1000.00.
Graeme Lister AH 0419 415 279.

Toyota Landcruiser 2004 100 Series
GXLWhite
Factory turbo, diesel, 5 speed manual, ARB bull
bar, IPF driving lights, 3 batteries located under
the bonnet, hands free phone kit. Has done
238,000 kms, 95% done on the highway by the
previous owner, who was the CEO of the Stockman Hall of Fame in Long Reach. $37,700 ono
Ph Rob 0434 410 046

For Sale
Nissan ST Patrol GU2
Standard springs (as new)
Main fuel tank
Reserve fuel tank
Side steps
ARB steel full length roof rack, with floor mesh
Tony Wade 0439 974 433

BFG All Terrain T/A LT265R1/65R17
Never used sat on back as spare
Will sell for $290.00
Contact Michael 0412377941
michael.patrick2@bigpond.com

I am selling a share in a ski lodge near Thredbo. It is not a time share, but a company. The property is family
oriented and includes a homestead and semi-detached lofts and can accommodate 50 people. The property also
has 350 acres of bushland, with bushwalking and mountain bike tracks, outdoor swimming pool, tennis court,
half basketball court and a small golf course. The property has a full time manager who lives in the homestead.
It is close to both Jindabyne and Thredbo and is across the road from the Lake Crackenback resort (Novotel
hotel). Shareholders have significant discounts in the use of Lake Crackenback Resort’s facilities (ski, bike hire
etc) and the lodge itself. There are only 126 shares and around 120 members.
The membership covers the whole family, including grown up children. The homestead has magnificent views
to Ramshead, it is positioned adjacent to little
Thredbo River and the Kosciuszko National Park and the ski-tube is 500m away.
If you are interested in this rare opportunity, please call Boris on 0412 766 532.”
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Canberra: 95 Grenville Court Phillip
(behind Discount Tyres)

email: southcanberra@batteryworld.com.au

24 Hour Roadside Service
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