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Next General Meeting —  14th September 
 

Guest Speaker 
Aspect Training — First Aid  

 
 

The deadline for material to be included in the next issue 
 of Southern Trails is the Friday following the General Meeting 

17th September 2010  

This month’s magazine has been compiled by Michael Patrick 
 

Cover photos this month by Vivien Johnson and Peter  Fenwick  
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General Meetings are held at the 

 Canberra Deakin Sports Club, Grose St, Deakin  
at 7.30pm on the second Tuesday of each month. 

 

General Meetings are a focal point of the Club where members can meet 
and get information about past and future Club activities. Meetings are 
structured with a minimum of formality. Meetings regularly feature talks 
from experts on topics of interest ranging from vehicle mechanics to bush 
lore. Reports on past trips are presented and new trips are announced. 
Visitors introduce themselves, there is a raffle with generous prizes and a 
coffee break for catching up with other members. Don‟t forget to wear 

your name badge. 

Ideas for guest speakers are welcome. Contact Mary Biddle if you know 
of someone who could make an interesting and topical presentation. 
Many members gather before and after the meeting to enjoy a meal or 
drink at the Canberra Deakin Sports Club. 

Talooge Park 
Talooge is the Club‟s 600+ ha bush block in rugged country east of Bredbo. 

It is used for training and other club activities, and members are welcome 
there for private camping, recreation and the simple pleasure of enjoying 
the bush. Several areas have been set aside for basic bush camping. Some 
have firewood , but no other services – no water, no electricity, no phone, 
very limited mobile phone coverage. Pets and the discharging of firearms 
are not permitted on the property. Visitors should assume that they are 
solely responsible for their own wellbeing and be conscious of the risks of 
fire, snakebite, etc. Mobile phone coverage is poor. In an emergency, 
neighbours Mr Richie Southwell and his sons, can usually be con-
tacted using UHF channel 18. 
Intending visitors should check with the Property Coordinator or a commit-
tee member regarding access procedures and the combination locks secur-
ing the gates.  

Publications 
Website www.st4wdc.org.  The site is used to provide timely infor-
mation regarding Club activities and variations from previously an-
nounced plans. When visiting the site, always check the “What‟s 

New” page for recent announcements and current news. Especially, 

check for any last minute variations to trips you are undertaking. 
 
Southern Trails is the ST4WD Club monthly magazine.  
Trip reports, and articles that are relevant to Club members are welcome, 
as are photographs and illustrations.  
Closing date for all material is the Friday following the monthly meeting. 
Send contributions to publications@st4wdc.org 

http://www.st4wdc.org/
mailto:publications@st4wdc.org
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Code of Ethics 
These are the rules of conduct that we should all observe when using our vehicles in the bush.  We should all 
take them to heart.  Image is a difficult thing to change!!  
1. Obey the laws and regulations for Recreational Vehicles that apply to public lands. 
2. Respect the cultural, heritage and environmental values of public/private land, by obeying restrictions that 
may apply. 
3. Respect our flora and fauna. Stop and look, but never disturb. 
4. Keep to formed vehicle tracks. 
5. Keep the environment clean. Carry your own, and any other, rubbish out. 
6. Keep your vehicle mechanically sound and clean to reduce the environmental impact. 
7. Adopt minimal impact camping and driving practices. 
8. Seek permission before driving on private land. Do not disturb livestock or watering points, leave gates as 
found. 
9. Take adequate water, food, fuel, basic spares and a first aid kit on trips. In remote areas travel with another 
vehicle and have Royal Flying Doctor Service, or equivalent, in radio contact. 
10. Enjoy your recreation and respect the rights of others. 
11. Plan ahead and lodge trip details with a responsible person. 
12. Support four wheel driving as a responsible and legitimate family recreational activity.  

Training for Driver Training Instructors 
Trainee Instructor, 
Assistant Instructor, 
Instructor, and 
Chief Instructor  
Visit the ST4WDC web page for full details which 
are expanded on in detail in the Driver Training Pol-
icy document located under the Training menu tab. 
 
Partners are encouraged to undertake the Basic 
Driver Education course, and any of the other courses 
offered from time to time. Unfortunately couples can-
not undertake the course at the same time as only one 
driver per vehicle can be instructed during a training 
course.  Training of a member‟s child is subject to 

approval by Club management and only when spare 
places are available. Couples may attend the Naviga-
tion, Map Reading  & GPS courses. 

Training 

The Southern Tablelands Four Wheel Drive Club is 
devoted to providing the best driver training possi-
ble.  The Driver Training Team provides a range of 
courses throughout the year. Students are assigned 
an instructor over the period of the course. The 1:1 
instructor/student ratio ensures maximum transfer of 
skills and experience. 
The current courses are: 
Main Courses   
Basic Driver Training, 
Very Difficult Terrain, and 
Advanced Recovery (for Grade 4 and 5) 
   
Supplementary Courses 
Water Crossing, 
Sand Driving, 
Practical Map Reading, 
Navigation, 
Route Planning, 
GPS, and  
Other specific training relating to Club activities 
such as camper trailers etc may also be introduced.. 
 

 

A special offer to travelers  -  Sewing Machine - medium/heavy duty - available for short term loan.   
I have custody of a medium duty Singer sewing machine that is ideal for all those small canvas repair jobs or to 
create new tent peg bags, tool rolls, billy can bags, camp oven bags, etc. How far does your creative imagination 
go? The machine will handle up to three layers of medium weight canvas and uses very strong upholstery weight 
nylon thread that is great for reasonably heavy jobs. 

 Don 02 6161 1880 or 0408 649 732 
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Rosemary’s Ramblings 
 

 

I know that the weather has dominated my 
ramblings for the last few months, but I really do 
not like the cold.  I am not sure why I live in 
Canberra and put up with the winter – I guess I 
should just stop complaining and get on with it or 
move. 
Perhaps now is the time to take a look at our club, 
its committee, its members and what lies ahead.  
Unfortunately, this year we have struggled to find 
members for our committee.  We are still looking 
for someone to take on the position of Editor and 
also Public Relations.  It has been a great 
disappointment that no one has come forward to 
take on either of these roles. 
So what happens at our next AGM.  Will there be 
people prepared to step forward and take on a 
position on the committee.  I for one will not be 
standing again as your leader.  I have served on the 
committee for a number of years and feel that it is 
time to take a back seat and let some new blood 
come forward.  I expect that some other members 
of our committee will likewise stand down.  Will 
there be anyone prepared to come forward and fill 
these very important positions. 
I know that being on a committee is not everyone‟s 

cup of tea.  But what happens to our club if its 
members are not prepared to put up their hands and 
help to ensure the future of the club.  We have 
always considered ourselves the premier 4WD club 
in Canberra and we remain the largest club in the 
area.  We have a wonderful property and great 
members who are always there when there is hard 
work to be done either at Talooge or at Promo or 
any other event where they are asked to assist.  I 
know that our members love the club and love 
going on trips and love joining in the activities of 
the club – but it seems that they just don‟t like 

being part of the group who does its best to look 
after the interests of the club. 
Being on the committee is a commitment, and I 
know that in our very busy lives another 
commitment is not always what we want or what 
we can manage.  But without someone managing 
the business of our club it will just disappear. 
So I would encourage you all to think very 
seriously about the club, its future and your role in 
that future.  In the weeks leading up to our AGM 
think seriously about the management of the club 
and what will happen to the club if there is no 
management.  It really is up to you all to help your 

club stay the premier club in the ACT. 
Please don‟t think that I do not recognise the 

enormous amount of work done by those people 
who are not on the committee.  Your contribution 
is so valuable and it is truly recognised by myself 
and everyone on the committee and in the club.  
But we need someone to organise that energy and 
focus it in the right direction. 
This is your club, it is my club, and it is up to us all 
as members of this club to ensure that the it 
remains strong and moving forward to meet what 
ever challenges lie ahead. 
So think about it – mull it over – discuss it amongst 
yourselves – and then do something about it. 
I will look forward to seeing multiple nominations 
for positions on the committee at our next AGM. 
Until then, see all the wonderful trips that are 
happening, go to our new website and see what is 
new since the last magazine.  More importantly, 
just enjoy the bush. 
 
 

Rosemary 



Page 5 

Richard’s Input 
 

The Right Tool 
With my reputation for breakdowns, I normally 
carry a fair range of tools, but was caught out on 
the recent new member‟s picnic.  We all were and 

it nearly cost us a hot lunch.  One of the group 
volunteered to bring a gas barbeque.  It was new to 
them and virtually unused, but when hooked up to 
the gas bottle, only a thin gas flame was produced 
which barely warmed the snags.  A quick vehicle 
search produced a small frying pan and one of 
those outstanding butane burners which can be 
bought for around $15.  This got the onions 
cooking, at least. 
 
There was plenty of gas in the bottle and we 
worked out the problem had to be in the connecting 
hose.  There were tell-tale signs of insect larvae 
around the end and my guess is that larvae had 
blocked the pipe.  This often happens to the gas 
bottle on the back of my Trak Shak trailer, so all 
we had to do was clear the blockage.  None of us 
had anything suitable, and all we really needed was 
a wire coat-hanger.  These are also great for 
breaking into vehicles when the keys are still in the 
ignition.  If you don‟t have a couple in your truck, I 

suggest you pop some in. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We did rescue the situation by unearthing two more 
butane burners and running them under the hotplate 
from the barbeque.  Personally, I find them so good 
I don‟t bother with any other cooking devices these 

days. 
 
Website Feedback 
“First, what a great job you‟ve done on the website 

– it‟s become a tool for the club instead of just an 

information repository. I can‟t imagine how many 

hundreds of hours you‟ve spent of it.  
Thanks for all your work.” 
 
It really is nice to get feedback like this – and to 
discover that some users appreciate the real intent, 
at least from an Events and Trips perspective, 
which is to make things easier for everybody. 
For example, do you know you can view your 
bookings with a single mouse click from the home 
page?  Also it takes just one click to see all the 
events in the current month.  I find it quicker and 
easier to open the website than to find a magazine. 
Prolific trip leaders like Greg and Michael have 
stopped keeping their own lists of participants, and 
use the website to email their followers. 
 
The club seems to follow the 80-20 rule pretty 
well.  I estimate 20% of members have signed on 
to the new website, and of those, 20% have signed 
on for automatic event notification.  Because they 
get emailed as soon as a trip is approved, they get 
their booking requests in first. 
 
Trip Popularity 
There is an old belief that if you cannot measure 
something, you cannot manage it.  A major 
function of the Club is to provide events and trips, 
and yet until now we have had no real mechanism 
to judge the popularity of future trips, or whether 
we are running the right mix.  Past surveys have 
shown you want more of everything, but we have 
also cancelled trips from lack of interest. 
Now for the first time we have a single, shared, on-
line view of trip bookings.  Everybody can see, for 
example, that Greg‟s trip to the Victorian High 

Country already has a long waiting list, even 
though it is not running until next year. 
 
Synergy 
It is even more pleasing when the website delivers 
more than it was designed to.  Greg Taylor wants 
to pre-populate next year‟s calendar with easy trips 

to coincide with the completing of driver training.  
We will find trip leaders later, but Greg needed to 
find out when driver training was likely to be, 
based on past patterns and taking Promo years into 
account.  I offered to write a database query for 

Ever handy coat hanger—great for when 
you lock your keys in the car and you 
need to “hang about” waiting for the 

NRMA!! 
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Richard’s Input 
 

 

him, but on reflection discovered that anyone can 
use the Trip List with a filter to restrict what comes 
back.  Just set the filter to „safe one‟ and viola – a 
list of all training in descending date order, 
including the dates!  Just what Greg wanted and 
done in a few seconds. 
 
Past trips 
“Thanks – you have done a great job with the web 
site.  Do we have enough room to put up some of 
the historic trip reports and photos?” 
Yes, we absolutely have the space provided we are 
sensible with photos and formats.  The website is 
designed to take magazine articles, including trip 
reports, and link them to the trips facility which 
currently list trips going back 15 years.  If you 
want to add a full gallery of photographs, then that 
is best done using external websites to conserve our 
disk space.  The only issue is – well, issues.  We 
need electronic access to back-issues of the 
magazine, ideally in plain text format. 
 
Equipment malfunction 
Before the new website went live, to display 
forthcoming trips at the general meetings I had to 
make a copy of the development website and make 
it available on my laptop.  This involved shutting 
down, copying and re-starting a virtual machine 
which occupied about 50-Gbytes of disk space.  
Copying alone took a couple of hours if nothing 

went wrong – and I sometimes forgot 
to shat the database down first.  I 
usually tried to have an alternative on 
hand in the event of disasters. 
 
Now the website is live, all that is 
needed for the general meeting is a 
laptop with a browser and an internet 
connection.  We don‟t expect the 

Deakin Club to provide internet 
access, and I don‟t have a wireless 

internet service, so Doug Brown has 
volunteered to provide his laptop and 
Telstra wireless internet.  As you can 
imagine, I am much more relaxed – 
too relaxed as it turned out at the last 

meeting. 
 
The service was pretty slow, so I 

started opening forthcoming trips, plus lots of 
events, each in their own browser window.  Then a 
thunderstorm started, and obviously the wireless 
did not feel like connecting through a wet metal 
roof.  Ironically I had just returned a loaned Optus 
wireless “Office in a Box” – that is another story - 
and there was no other obvious solution so it was 
back to the good old hardcopy magazine. 
 
Automatic email generation 
Until now, club emails have used addresses from 
the Membership Access database. The new website 
has the facility to send bulk emails, but obviously 
only to the addresses it holds, which were 
originally loaded from membership.  As members 
send me emails to get access to the new website, I 
check them and surprise, surprise some are the 
same!  At some stage, I expect to start using the 
website for bulk emailing so if you have not 
already requested access, please do so.  When you 
log on the first thing you should do is check and if 
need be change your email address.  The second 
thing is to request automatic notification of new 
events.  If you desperately need to find out how to 
do this, it should be covered in an information 
section under the Club > How to … menu. 
 
Now I‟ve got a bit more time, I hope to see you on 

a track somewhere … 
 
Richard 

Why does Helen look worried? Hmm, look, its Richard!! 
Xmas in July 2010 
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Did You Know? About this news sheet.  
This is just one resource in a number of tools that 
we are evolving to communicate with our 
membership.  
Some of you will be reading this online and if 
you are then the neat thing is that you can click 
on hotlinks in this document and (providing you 
are registered on the website) go straight to more 
detail in the forum or the website.  
If you are reading this as a printed document you 
can still find the same detail but you will need to 
login to the Association website and follow the 
instructions to get to the detail.  
Also if you are reading a paper copy chances are 
we mailed it to your club via the postal services. 
We do this for two reasons, firstly to keep your 
President and Secretary in the loop regardless of 
whether they are on the web or not.  
Secondly we want to make sure we have correct 
addresses and officials recorded for all clubs. 
Our email system suggests that about 60% of 
clubs are reading emails so we need to make sure 
the 40% of clubs not responding are getting our 
communications. If our mail out is returned we 
will endeavor to contact your club by other 
means.  
If a paper copy has been sent direct to you and 
you are not the Secretary or President can you 
please contact your club and let them know they 
have incorrect details recorded on the 
Association Club Website Directory. If you can‟t 

find your club officials let the Association 
Secretary know and we will endeavor to track 
down your club officials.  
Members of Affiliated Clubs – You are 
entitled to be on the Association website.  
As a financial member of an affiliated club you 
are entitled to access the Member‟s Area of the 

website and the Association Forum. Registration 
is simple but it is a 2 stage process.  
First you go to the Website. www.4wdnow.com 
will get you there and then you click on register 
now at the top of the screen. From there you will 
submit some basic details about you and your 
club name.  
Once you submit these details an email is sent to 
your club asking them to approve your 
application.  
As soon as the club approves your application 
another email is generated and you will have 
access to the Member‟s Area of the website and 

the Forum.  
Please participate. It‟s great to see the 

camaraderie that we have as 4WDrivers and the 

website and forum are another way we can work 
together on common interests.  
 
Club Officials – Do you know how to update 
your Club Details?  
With nearly 100 clubs and 7-10 officials in each 
club and different clubs holding elections at 
different times of the year it would a full time 
job for our secretary to just maintain the Club 
Contact Register so we have set it up so each 
club can maintain their own details. That way as 
anything changes the club can update it 
immediately. Clubs also need to approve club 
member access to Association website.  
If you are the official responsible for 
membership and contact information for your 
club (usually the Secretary) and you don‟t have 

access to your clubs password please contact the 
Association Secretary via email phone or post 
and the Secretary will assist. Similarly if you 
have the password but haven‟t made changes 

before contact the secretary and the secretary 
will email or mail out a guide for officials 
needing to maintain club details.  
As well as providing accurate details on officials 
we rely on clubs to approve their members when 
they apply to join the Association website. The 
reason being that only clubs know who is 
financial in their own clubs. To assist you an 
email is sent to the nominated club official who 
looks after approvals. It is also requested that 
each year after membership renewals have been 
finalised that you delete any non continuing 
members. Once again only the clubs have this 
detail so we cannot do it.  
Who to contact about what?  
All Official Correspondence  
The Secretary  
Four Wheel Drive NSW & ACT Inc PO Box 
1371 Parramatta NSW 2124  
Phone and Fax  
Telephone: 1 800 646 630 Facsimile: 1 800 650 
664  
Key Emails  
President@4wdnow.com  
VicePresident@4wdnow.com  

Secretary@4wdnow.com  
Treasurer@4wdnow.com  

Insurance@4wdnow.com  
Forum@4wdnow.com  
More Contact Information  
For more details go to www.4wdnow.com & 
look in Forum under “Who‟s Who in the Zoo”.  



Page 9 

CHRISTMAS IN JULY 2010 
by Sally Gibbs 

How far is half an inch, and how long is 3 minutes?? 
Who Went? 

Marj Jones     Prado 
Mark and Kim Pritchard and Ethan Prado 
Doug Brown and Janet Neale  Prado 
Peter Fenwick and Katherine  
Panach     Freelander 
Phil and Julie Henderson  Prado 
Dave and Helen Sutton   BMW 
Richard Brand and Judy Hutchins Adventura 
Phil and Sue Rayner   100 Series 
Dan and Anne O‟Hara {Newies} 80 Series 
Charlie and Helen Montesin  
{Newies}     D Max 
Clive and Sally Gibbs {Newies} Rodeo 
Guy and Lisa Wilson {Newies}   
 
We all met up at Urriara Homestead for an 08.30 
departure, the weather was fine albeit chilly.  A 
few of us were “Newies” and were unaware of 

what format the day would hold, but we were 
soon initiated into it. 
 

Marj introduced us to the “Oldies” of the 4WD 

Club and promptly started to hand around 
different coloured balloons for us to pick.  I 
happily chose a bright purple one, lovely colour I 
thought only to be told that if there was a X on 
your balloon you had to either give a verbal 
report of the weekend away at the 4WD meeting 
on the following Tuesday or write a report of the 

trip for the monthly magazine!!  Oh my 
goodness I had definitely chosen the booby prize 
together with Charlie, another “Newie” to the 

Club.  As you can see I ended up having to write 
this, I just hope it‟s what‟s expected of me!  

Anyway not only this, but we were all told that 
we had to make something with the balloons by 
the evening or else no Christmas tucker for us. 

 
We eventually set off on our travels to our 
destination Laurel Hill at 08.45.  Mark and Kim 
were leading the convoy.  Someone suggested 
making an unscheduled diversion to Pig Hill.  
When the question was asked  ” how far to the 

turn off” the reply from Richard was “ about half 

an inch on my GPS!”. What a brilliant diversion 

it was as the views from the top were awesome.  
We left there around 09.30 taking Doctors Flat 
Road, crossing a couple of creeks on the way, 
then Wee Jasper Road to make our way to Wee 
Jasper for a tea/coffee break or should I say a Pit/
P--- stop!!  Ask any of the above ladies.  I think 
it was Lisa who asked how far it was before a 
break as nature was calling.  Only 3 minutes 
replies Mark. Well it was the longest 3 minutes 
any of us ladies had ever experienced and pelvic 
floor exercises were put to good use!!  There was 
a mass dash to the facilities when we arrived 
with people almost getting knocked over in the 
rush to relieve ourselves.  It only goes to show 
never believe what a man tells you!  We stayed 
there a while and got to know other members of 
the group and eventually set off for Tumut 

All lined up at Uriarra Homestead, ready to Go 

View from the top of Pig Hill 
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CHRISTMAS IN JULY 2010 

around 11.30, where we had planned to stop for 
lunch. 
 
We left Wee Jasper for Tumut on Nottingham 
Road going through Beuchless Forest passing 
through a logging area which was a very sad 
sight.  All vegetation had been stripped and it 
looked like the aftermath of a nuclear device.  A 
sight I had never experienced before and not 
keen to see again.  On to the Brindabella Road, 
the Argalong Stock Road and Lacmalac Road, 
leading us into Tumut.  It was here at Tumut that 
we said goodbye to Guy and Lisa, also “Newies” 

who came along to get a taste of 4WD with the 
club. 
 
Whilst there, we ate lunch and then made a mad 
dash to the local shops to try and find bits and 
pieces to decorate our balloons with, before 
setting off again at 14.00 for our final 
destination, Laurel Hill. We went through 
Batlow with its many orchards and shortly 
afterwards stopped at the Sugar Pine Forest 
where we all took a stroll through these very tall 
pines, which was quite an amazing sight. 
 
We eventually arrived at Laurel Hill around 
15.40.  The cars were unpacked and we settled 
into our accommodation which consisted mainly 
of bunk beds, basic, but clean and comfortable, 
and then we were told that afternoon tea was 
being held in the dining room.  And what a 
spread it was.  It consisted of a selection of 
sandwiches and a fantastic assortment of cakes 

and biscuits, washed down with a good cup of 
tea or coffee.  Just what the doctor ordered after 
a day on the road!!  Then everyone went off in 
different directions to tackle the task of 
decorating their balloons before supper which 
was being served at 18.30. 
People started to assemble in the dining room 
each bearing their decorated balloons and 
dressed in varying degrees of Christmas attire. 
Doug, Janet and Marj all caused a great laugh in 
their tinsel wigs and we all settled down to a 
feast, consisting of vegetable soup, chicken 
stuffed with a pork based stuffing, ham, potatoes, 
pumpkin and cabbage, followed up with either 
Meringues and fruit or Sticky date pud and 
custard, all very yummy, and of course washed 
down with a few ales or glasses of wine. 
 
Once everyone had finished eating the owners of 
Laurel Hill, Owen and his wife judged the 

Crossing the creek 

Having a great time!! 



Page 11 

CHRISTMAS IN JULY 2010 
balloon competition.  First place going to 
Richard‟s bookworm, which I agree was 

deservedly won  -   hilarious! Second place was a 
tie between Charlie and Helen‟s great effort and 

another joint effort “Tree of Life” compiled by 

Mark and Kim, Doug and Janet, which really 
was quite spectacular.  With the judging 
complete we all then retired to one of the dorms 

as Marj had organised some after dinner 
entertainment, which consisted of some crazy 
games. 
 
I was pleasantly surprised at how everyone got 
into the spirit of things and we were quite 
prepared to make fools of ourselves which 
resulted in us having an hilarious evening with 
loads of laughter.  We had all retired for bed at a 
very civilized hour- 23.00, but just as well as we 

were up reasonably early the next day for 
breakfast. 
 
Once again the owners of Laurel Hill produced a 
brilliant meal which set us up for the day ahead.  
It was raining,which wasn‟t too conducive for 

packing and clearing up, but before too long we 
were on our way having thanked the owners for 
looking after us all so well.   Some of the trails 
we were going to use for our return journey had 
water crossings and as it had rained all night,  a 
different  route was decided on with Peter and 
Katherine leading the convoy. 
 
 We set off through the Bago State forest past 
another logging area.  The weather was like a 
typical English winter‟s day, rain, grey, foggy 

and cold and some of the views we came across 
reminded me very much of England too.  Then 
we came to a detour which took us past 
Blowering Dam and there was a break in the 
cloud, the sun came out and the dam looked 
stunning.   We could have been in Switzerland! 
We were also very lucky to see a large flock of 
yellow-tailed black cockatoos amongst the pine 
trees in this area too.  Then we came across 
“road closed“ sign due to logging and after 

trying to contact the relevant people, it was 
decided that we could continue on.  Thank 
goodness, as an about turn would have been 
dire!!  We had some spectacular views of the 
Snowy Hydro Electric scheme along the way as 
we drove into Talbingo for coffee and the “loos‟.  

From Talbingo, we continued on to Adaminaby 
on the Snowy Mountain Highway for a lunch 
break.  We went through Namadgi National Park 
stopping at Brayshaw‟s Hut on the way.  

Towards the end of the journey people pulled out 
of the convoy and made their way home.  Clive 
and I said our final farewells to make our way 
back to Macgregor, having had our first taste of a 
4WD trip away. 
 
We both thoroughly enjoyed ourselves and really 
enjoyed the camaraderie.  You are a great crowd 
of people.  Look forward to another adventure 
with you guys.  A special thanks to Marj for 
organising it all, a job well done. 

Silly games are a tradition at Xmas in July!! 

On the way home—a handsome Prado 
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CLUB ETIQUETTE 
Etiquette - "forms of proper or polite behaviour in 
society" 
We might not be into 'etiquette‟ in the club, but I 

believe it has its place. Etiquette like sensible rules 
makes life more tolerable for us all. We use 
manners - good and bad - to identify ourselves and 
establish our community image. We all have a 
sense of Justice of what Is fair and reasonable. 
Four wheel driving and club outings present ample 
opportunity for us to show etiquette to each other 
and as a club. 
Picture the scene where the trip leader has made all 
the plans and organised interested members to 
assemble for a 4WD outing. During the trip he has 
done most of the vehicle recovery, cut and 
gathered the fire wood for the evening camp fire 
and then shared his damper around the group in the 
latter evening. Then next morning he has not only 
cleaned up his own campsite but the communal 
fire place as well. In my experience the trip leader 
is happy to do or organise all of this - but he has no 
obligation to do so. 
Often there is a large gap between what the trip 
leader does and what other trip participants expect 
and do. Often the gap is due to lack of experience, 
communication or knowledge. However, there are 
little things we all can and should do, as etiquette, 
for both the trip leader and ourselves (the club) to 
narrow this gap. eg. 

keeping our vehicles in good maintenance 
order to avoid unnecessary problems. 

being ready at the appointed time for 
scheduled events such as departure 

observing the 4WD Code of Ethics. 
helping with the collection of fire wood and 

other chores. 
writing up trip reports or giving the verbal 

brief. 
being self sufficient In recovery equipment, 

camping gear and vehicle spares. 
contributing to the enjoyment of the trip. 

No one is pushed into being a trip leader, but those 
who volunteer do so for the enjoyment of all. So 
share some of the workload before being asked and 
make It more enjoyable for everyone. 
Remember the cost of a tag a long tour is much 
more expensive than joining and helping with club 
activities.    Anon. 

 
Reprinted from the April 1992 edition of Souther 
Trails 

Australian Paralysis Tick 
 
Introduction 
Ticks are bloodsucking, external parasites that are 
often encountered by people during activities in the 
Australian bush. 
 
Natural History 
The distribution of our most medically important 
tick, the Paralysis tick, Ixodes holocyclus, is 
roughly confined to a 20-kilometre band that 
follows the eastern coastline of Australia. As this is 
where much of the human population resides in 
NSW, encounters with these parasites are 
relatively common. Although most cases of tick 
bite are uneventful, some can result in life 
threatening illnesses including paralysis, tick 
typhus and severe allergic reactions. The Paralysis 
tick can be found in a variety of habitats but are 
especially common in wetsclerophyll forests and 
temperate rainforests. They have very few 
predators, and are more likely to succumb to 
desiccation from high temperatures and low 
humidity. 
 
Clinical Presentation 
Tick paralysis is most likely to be seen in children. 
The initial symptoms of tick paralysis may include 
unsteady gait, increased weakness of the limbs, 
multiple rashes, headache,fever, flu like symptoms, 
tenderness of lymph nodes, and partial facial 
paralysis. Tick paralysis develops slowly as the 
tick engorges, which will take several days. 
Despite the removal of the tick, the patient's 
condition typically will continue to deteriorate for 
a time and recovery is often slow. Undetected ticks 
are another possible reason for any prolonged 
debilitation and should always remain a concern. 
Allergic reactions are the most serious medical 
condition associated with ticks. These reactions 
can vary from a mild itching with localised 
swelling to widespread swelling with pain to a 
severe and life threatening anaphylatic condition. 
Unlike with most other medical conditions 
associated with ticks, severe allergic reactions may 
occur with any tick stage. 
 
Treatment and Control 
The best method of avoiding ticks is to stay away 
from known tick infested areas. If visiting such an 
area, light coloured clothing should be worn, as 
ticks will be much easier to detect. Trousers should 
be tucked into socks and shirts into pants. An 
insect repellent containing DEET or Picaridin 
should be applied, with a cream repellent applied 
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to the skin and a spray repellent to footwear and 
clothing (note that DEET can damage some 
synthetic clothing). The repellent should be 
reapplied every few hours. All clothing should be 
removed on returning home and placed into a hot 
dryer for 20 minutes, which will kill any ticks that 
may still be on the clothing. Note that ticks can 
wander on the body for some two hours before 
attaching. This is how they become attached to the 
head (contrary to popular belief, they do not fall 
out of trees). The body should thereafter be 
searched well for ticks, especially behind the ears 
and on the back of the head. Children and pets 
should be examined for ticks after visiting 
bushland areas. 
 
Tick Removal 
If a tick is detected that is attached, never attempt 
to place any chemical such as methylated spirits 
onto the tick, nor should it be touched or disturbed, 
as the tick will inject saliva into the skin, which 
could make the situation worse. Rather the tick 
should be sprayed with an aerosol insect repellent 
preferably containing pyrethrin or a pyrethroid (if a 
repellent cannot be found which contains a 
pyrethroid, then Lyclear, a scabies cream 

containing permethrin will work fine). The 
combination of hydrocarbons and the pyrethrin acts 
as a narcotic and a toxicant, and prevents the tick 
from injecting its saliva. The tick should be 
sprayed again one minute later (or dabbed with the 
Lyclear) and left. After 24 hours it should drop off 
naturally or be gently removed with fine-tipped 
forceps. It is normal for a tick bite to remain 
slightly itchy for several weeks, however if other 
symptoms develop, then a doctor should be 
consulted immediately. 
 
Also, with regard to dogs, we always treat little 
Frankie with a suitable tick repellent every time we 
head towards the coast. It is astonishing the 
number of ticks we find on him after a weekend 
away. Admittedly he is pretty low to the ground 
(Jack Russell Terrier rough coat) but still, we can 
find as many as 6 to 10 ticks in his coat! Pays to 
prevent. 
 
Editor 
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Membership Matters  
Jim  Raleigh 

 

Our Membership is now at 246 comprising 3 Life 
Members, 227 Owner Members, 4 Associate 
Members and 11 Competition Members.  With the 
inclusion of 194 Partners and 7 Family Members 
brings the grand total for our club „community‟ up 

to 447. 
 
This month we ask you to make welcome two new 
Memberships; 

Pat & Sue Farrelly of Kaleen, and 
Brendan Smith & Rhyll Dever-Smith of 
Ngunnawal; 

and welcome back one former member Wayne 
Rumble, rejoining as a Competition Member.  We 
also have one further Membership application 
pending. 
 
I am writing this Month‟s contribution while 

relaxing at a small Campsite at Etty Bay, just south 
of Innisfail in Queensland, where we are camped 
just two metres from a beautiful sandy beach. 
 
Yes Jane and I finally got away on our many times 
delayed trip this winter, however all did not go as 
smoothly as we hoped.  We had wanted to travel to 
Menindee Lakes and follow the Darling River 
upstream but on reaching Hillston we found that all 
the gravel roads in NW NSW had been closed 
again due to the heavy rain.  Yes it really was 
heavy – one does not expect to have to slow down 
on roads in the vicinity of Bourke, just because of 
the rain.  One local told us that he had lived there 
almost 20 years and had never had to do so before.  
We had little option but to continue north in our 
quest for warmer and drier weather. 
 
On reaching Windorah we did learn that the gravel 
roads to the NW across the Channel Country had 
been opened that day, but our plans to take 
advantage of this were unavoidably changed next 
morning when we experienced the total failure of a 
cranking battery.  There are not a lot of places to 
buy batteries in this part of Queensland so we 
figured the best next destination to be Longreach. 
 
One of the nice things about being a Member of a 
reasonably large club such as ours is that you 
surprisingly often encounter fellow club members 
during your travels.  We had no sooner pitched 

camp at the Longreach Caravan Park when we saw 
a familiar vehicle turning into the site two up from 
us.  Peter and Christine Butterfield who had been 
out to Uluru and been planning to return through 
the same areas as we had been trying to reach had 
been also forced to abandon their plans and were in 
Longreach on their way to spend some time on the 
Queensland coast instead. 
 
As we still wanted to reach Northern Queensland 
we again abandoned our plans, such as they were, 
and continued up through Hughenden to the 
Atherton Tablelands – a magnificent part of 
Queensland.  We based ourselves in Mareeba for a 
few days while we explored as far North as 
Cooktown, via the Bloomfield Track.  The 
Bloomfield track, despite its gradients of up to 1 in 
3 (30%) is a relatively easy drive, but is surely one 
of the real highlights in the area.  The real surprise 
was the excellent highway all the way back to 
Mareeba from Cooktown. 
 
For tropical scenery, the Atherton Tablelands 
region takes some beating and there are some 
interesting places to visit.  We learned locally of 
the little known Black Mountain Road from near 
Ramula through the ranges to Kuranda.  Although 
marked on some maps as „4WD only‟ and „Permit 

required‟ it is decidedly Grade 1 only and no 

permit is necessary.  One magnificent camping 
area is Lake Tinaroo near Atherton.  This man-
made lake has several excellently maintained 
grassy campsites on the water‟s edge and even if 

not camping, the easy drive through from Kairi to 
the Gillies Highway is an excellent way of 
avoiding busy bitumen roads. 
 
We continue our ad-hoc travels for the time being 
and are really enjoying the warmer weather, albeit 
with still quite cold nights, and are looking forward 
to catching up with many of you at the September 
Meeting. 
 

Cheers from the holidaying Jim Raleight 

 

Jim 
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 Talooge Topics 
John Kjar 

WANTED 
OLD Copies of Southern Trails, the older the better, but please, only those 

older than April 2004.  
Please See Membership Matters on Page 7 of  the August Southern TrailsPlease 

See Membership Matters on Page 7 

Upcoming activities at Talooge 
16 /17 Oct Bush skills weekend  
Rosemary Orr 6241 0464 
6/7 Nov Working Bee 
John Kjar 6287 7574(H) 
13/14 Nov Safe One Driver Training 
Peter Reynolds 6251 1258(H) 
 
Several club members have made their first or sec-
ond visit to Talooge over the past few months.  
They went there to practice their 4WDing skills 
and recovery techniques, to treat their spouse and/
or children to some bush camping and some walk-
ing.  Reports coming back have been universally 
positive including the facilities, tracks, camping 
areas and especially the atmosphere. Quiet, remote, 
secluded, comfortable, awesome, enjoyed observ-
ing the native wildlife (kangaroos, possums, bats 
and birds) are some of the bonuses.  Its great to see 
members using it – it is your property and you are 
most welcome to use it.  Our request is that you 
respect Talooge and follow the advice outlined in 
the August magazine regarding access and usage. 
 
The Talooge Land Care group is planning to plant 
(and protect from goats etc) some more trees and 
shrubs on Thurbon Flat – funded from the monies 
we received from the Envirofund grant in 2007.  
We hope that as well as providing enhanced shade 
and shelter they will also help prevent the regrowth 
of serrated tussock and vebascum etc.  We are 
however seeking ideas from members on the layout 
of these trees and shrubs – one option is to form 
wind breaks/shade for individual tent sites, another 
option is to form a large windbreak or to visually 
separate Thurbon Flat into smaller areas.  Graeme 
Kruse, Don Wiltshire and I would be happy to talk 
with anyone with ideas on this matter. 

 
We would also like to talk with members who have 
ideas on either the attributes we should achieve for 
the proposed new toilets and showers and/or on the 
design and construction of these facilities – eg do 
you want hot water for the showers and if so how 
that should be provided and paid for.  Some pre-
liminary ideas were contained in the August news-
letter.  Now is the time to have your say– hopefully 
we can move into the implementation phase in 
2011. 
And a reminder to put 6/7 November in your diary 
as the next Club working bee – its great fun and 
much work gets done. I have about 10 nominations 
so far– more would be great. John 
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ABOUT TRIPS 
TRIP GRADING 
For trips in the club‟s calendar a grading system of levels 1 to 5 is used to assist members in deciding 

which trips they would most enjoy and which grade suits the driver‟s level of skill and experience. This 

system of grading is a guide only. The grade assigned to a trip may change due to weather conditions, and 
the trip leader should be consulted in such circumstances. The trip leader has the right to deny a request 
from a driver who is considered not to have the necessary level of skill in 4Wdriving,or whose vehicle is 
deemed inadequate. 
 
*GRADE 1: very easy with little, if any 4wdriving involved; will usually consist of a scenic 

tour or a trip to camp. No 4WD skills are needed. 
*GRADE 2: a relatively moderate 4WD trip with winching and/or towing unlikely. Moderate 

level of 4WD skills needed, as well as completion of Basic Driver Education 
Course. 

*GRADE 3: a medium 4WD trip which requires cautious driving; winching should not be 
required. Good level of 4WD skills needed, as well as completion of Basic Driver 
Education Course. 

*GRADE 4: a moderately difficult 4WD trip with some winching and/or towing almost a 
certainty. High level of 4WD skills needed, as well as completion of both the 
Basic and Advanced Driver Education Courses. 

*GRADE 5: an extremely difficult 4WD trip. Participants must be experienced at traveling 
over difficult terrain. Winching and/or towing will definitely be required and 
participants must have all their own recovery equipment. Skill levels the same as 
Grade 4. 

 
DRIVER EXPERIENCE 
Conditions on some trips at Grade 3 and above may prove too difficult for inexperienced drivers. 
Please advise the trip leader of the level of skill, and vehicle equipment when signing up for such 
a trip. Members must have attended the „Safe-One‟ Basic Vehicle Operation Course before 

driving on a Club trip above the Grade 1 level, unless they have satisfied the Club‟s Education 

Coordinator that they have the necessary experience.  
 
TRIP PLANNING  
If you are planning a Trip or Social Event for the Club contact the Club Trips Co-ordinator, preferably at 
least two months in advance of your chosen dates. This will allow time to give your event a „good plug‟ in 

the Southern Trails, and it helps to avoid clashes with other people‟s plans. However, if a good event 
opportunity comes up at short notice our rules are sufficiently flexible to enable a quick approval.   Club 
policy requires that a Club event shall be publicised in the Club magazine, or at a General Meeting of the 
Club, or on the Club‟s website in order for it to be considered a formal Club event and so be covered for 

the purposes of insurance, subsidies and so forth. 
 
For a trip using tracks that are not public roads it is Club policy to confirm with the appropriate authorities 
that access is permitted on the chosen dates. This includes National Parks, State Forests as well as private 
property. 
 
CB RADIOS 
The Club strongly recommends that a UHF radio be carried to facilitate convoy procedures.  UHF channel 
14 is used as the standard channel for trips. 
 
FIREARMS & PETS 
Firearms are not permitted on club trips. Pets are not allowed in National Parks, otherwise refer  to Trip 
leader. 
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TRIPS AND EVENTS 
4 Sep A Day in the Tallaganda National Park           2010-074 

Trip Leader: Neville Simpson 

Email: bl.ng@bigpond.net.au 

Phone: 02 6295 9021 (h) 

Limit: unlimited 

Grade: 2 

Start: 9:00 AM 

Meeting Place: Queanbeyan Red Rooster car park 

Fuel: full tank 

Maps: South Coast Forest 

Requirements: bring your own morning tea, lunch, afternoon tea and tree-clearing gear - bushman's saw and axe 

Description: A beautiful day trip with lunch on the Shoalhaven River. 

Comments: Sorry, no trailers 

11 Sep Kowen Forest           2010-073 

Trip Leader: Warren Shardlow 

Email: wshardlow@spin.net.au 

Phone: 0409 321 213 (m) 

Limit: 12 vehicles 

Grade: 3 

Start: 9:00 AM 

Meeting Place: Kowen Forest gate 

Fuel: Full tank 

Requirements: Basic driver training, recovery equipment, radiator blind, UHF radio, good tyres, well maintained 
vehicle.  If you decide to do the slightly harder tracks, advanced driver training required, good off 
road tyres, winch (hand or electric), extra recovery gear, willingness to be challenged. 

Description: Spend a day driving through a labyrinth of tracks of varying grades through the Kowen Forest. 
Some may be a bit more challenging. Thus, if you don’t want to do them, there are always a less 
challenging alternatives. Perhaps you could take photos / videos of those who are game.  

 Time permitting there will be a geocaching exercise (treasure hunt using GPS) for those who want 
to play with their gadgets. Lunch will be at the old homestead site. 

Comments: The odd track may be a grade 4, but there are grade 1-2 alternatives for every section. There is a 
cost of $10 per vehicle. Don't be late - the gate is locked at 9:30am 

14 Sep General Meeting            

Start: 7:30 PM 

Meeting Place: Deakin Soccer Club 

Description: Our regular monthly general meetings attract around 100 members and guests, and usually feature 
a guest speaker.  Trip Leaders are asked to describe forthcoming trips, and after a refreshment 
break we have presentations on past adventures.  These are often hillarious, and can be supported 
by photographs, slide shows, videos and multi-media presentations.  Visitors are always welcome 
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TRIPS AND EVENTS 
19 Sep Brindabella Classic           2010-068 

 

Trip Leader: Rob and Lynne Donaldson 

Email: aroundtownplumbing@grapevine.com.au 

Phone: 0407 072 575 (m) 

Limit: 8 vehicles 

Grade: 2 

Start: 8:15 AM 

Meeting Place: Uriarra Homestead 

Fuel: Full tank 

Maps: ACT Region (1/100 000) and 1/25 000 maps of Bobbys Plains, Couragago, Umburra and Cotter 
Dam 

Requirements: Basic driver training, basic recovery gear, UHF radio, good tyres, well maintained and reliable 
vehicle, morning tea and lunch.  Camera and binoculars are also a good idea 

Description: This day trip is a great way for new members to explore Canberra's back yard or for more 
experienced members to also enjoy a day in the Brindabella mountains. We meet at Uriarra 
Homestead and then head to Picadilly Circus following Brindabella/Tumut Road. Take Gentle 
Annie fire trail to Flea Creek on the Goodradigbee River for morning tea. We will climb up Webbs 
Ridge to approximately 1200 metres and then on past the power lines to Waterfall fire trail. 
Dropping to the river again lunch will be at Lowells Flat or McIntryres Hut. Backtrack to Waterfall 
fire trail then Foley FT and Doctors Flat Rd and an afternoon stop at Pig Hill summit and finally air 
up and head for home 

21 Sep Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Limit: unlimited 

Start: 7:30 PM 

Meeting Place: Deakin Soccer Club 

Requirements: Bring notebook and pen 

Description: This is an essential night if you are going on the Sand and Water Course.  It will cover vehicle 
preparation. 

Comments: There is no need to pre-book with Peter Reynolds - just turn up 

25 - 27 Sep Hill End Historic Village           2010-047 

Trip Leader: Michael Patrick 

Email: michael.patrick2@bigpond.com 

Phone: 0412 377 941 (m) 

Limit: unlimited 

Grade: 2 

Start: 8:30 AM 

Meeting Place: Federal Highway, Eagle Hawk car park 

Fuel: Full tank at start. Round trip approx 750kms. 

Maps: NSW South, NSW North, Hill End 

Requirements: Basic recovery kit. UHF radio. Standard camping gear, happy hour supplies 

Description: Hill End is a small country town, 360 km north of Canberra. The township is the remains of the gold 
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TRIPS AND EVENTS 
rush era with a touch of the modern way of life but with the feel of the late 1800s. There is a lot to 
see so we will take a leisurely drive via Goulburn, Crookwell, Abercrombie, and Bathurst then to 
Hill End. There is heaps to do at Hill End so Sunday has been allocated as tourist day. Return trip 
will be via the same route but do a tour of the Abercrombie caves. 

 This a basic trip. The most challenging part will be the Bridle Track heading into Hill End. There are 
numerous camp sites along the Macquarie river so we will pick the closest available site to Hill 
End. Sorry, no camper trailers. 

2 - 3 Oct Willowglen 4x4 Challenge 2010           2010-075 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Phone: 02 6251 1258 (h); 0428 623 458 (m) 

Limit: unlimited 

Meeting Place: Willowglen 

Requirements: Be self sufficient in camping gear and drinking water.  Refreshments will be available on-site.  
Sorry, no pets, fireworks or firearms. 

Description: Willowglen is the premier event for our competiton team.  25 Clubs are participating, with four 
vehicles per team.  In recent years Southern Tablelands has dominated the event, except when 
our sister club the Brindabella 4WD Club has beaten us.  With Peter Reynolds as team manager 
we have an excellent chance to regain the prestigious Trophy. 

 This is a great opportunity to be right up close to the action and to cheer on our team.  Just travel 
to Tarago and follow the signs. 

Comments: Weekend camping pass is $50 per person, single day entry is $25 per person 

10 Oct Brindabella Range Ramble           2010-067 

Trip Leader: Peter Fenwick 

Email: pfenwick@homemail.com.au 

Phone: 02 6281 5175 (h); 02 6205 0463 (w); 0406 379 913 (m) 

Limit: 8 vehicles 

Grade: 2 

Start: 8:30 AM 

Meeting Place: Uriarra Homestead 

Fuel: Full tank 

Maps: Cotter Dam 1:25000 (optional) 

Requirements: Basic Driver Training, Basic Recovery Gear, UHF radio, good tyres, well maintained vehicle, 
drinking water, morning tea and lunch self catered 

Description: A great trip through some of the main trails of the Brindabellas, taking in breath taking scenery. 
Depending upon access and weather we will travel along Brindabella Rd, Webbs Ridge Road and 
the Powerline Trail stopping at Flea Creek and Mt Coree for some spectacular views across 
Canberra. There are a couple of options for the home trip and time will determine the choice 

16 - 17 Oct Bush Skills Weekend at Talooge           2010-062 

Trip Leader: Rosemary Orr 

Email: ROrr@moray.com.au 

Phone: 0414 568 358 (m) 

Limit: unlimited 

Grade: 1 
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TRIPS AND EVENTS 
Start: 8:30 AM 

Meeting Place: Williamsdale 

Fuel: Full tank 

Description: Our Club members have an amazing range of skills they can impart! These range from bush 
welding using car batteries, through preserving food for long trips, damper cooking using camp 
ovens, to extracting survival water from vegetation, plus fixing tyres and navigating with and 
without GPS and lots more. We need attendees and especially contributors. 

Comments: Help wanted! 

23 - 24 Oct Exploring South Eastern Forests National Park          2010-071 

Trip Leader: Greg and Vickie Taylor 

Email: vickie.taylor@bigpond.com 

Phone: 02 6241 3547 (h); 02 6216 5302 (w); 0411 281 087 (m) 

Limit: 10 vehicles 

Grade: 2 

Start: 8:00 AM 

Meeting Place: Williamsdale 

Fuel: Full Tank at start - opportunity for fuel at Candelo, Wyndham and Bombala. 

Maps: 1:385,000 South East New South Wales Hema, 1:250,000 Cooma, Bombala, Bega, Craigie 
1:25,000 Nimmitabel, Glen Allen, Bemboka, Candelo, Wyndham, Coolumbooka and Cathcart. 

Requirements: Basic driver training, basic recovery gear, UHF radio, good tyres, well maintained and reliable 
vehicle, camping gear including gas stove for cooking, food, water and happy hour supplies. Bow 
saw or axe for track clearing, and a blind or tarp for water crossings. 

Description: Travel via Cooma to Nimmitabel, Nunnock and a side trip to Alexanders Hut. Cattlemans Trail, 
Postmans Track and Tantawangalo Mountain Rd to Candelo. Includes Devils Crossing of 
Tantawangalo River. From Candelo we will travel Myrtle Mountain Road with a side visit to 
Wolumla Peak. Then Wyndham, Big Jack Mountain Road and the Cow Bail Trail working our way 
back to Monaro Highway, Bombala, Cooma and Canberra. We will have side visits to Myanba 
Gorge, Waratah Gully and Nalbaugh Falls. 

Comments: This is the plan but we may deviate. There are many camping sites along this route and we will 
pick one that best suits us. Many of the areas we are visiting have toilet facilities - but remember 
your shovel, toilet paper and good humour.  The views should be spectacular so remember your 
camera and binnoculars. 

26 Oct Seminar on Leading Short Trips           2010-077 

Trip Leader: Greg Taylor, John Kjar, Richard Brand 

Email: richard.brand@webone.com.au 

Phone: 0418 568 358 (m) 

Limit: unlimited 

Grade: 1 

Start: 7:00 PM 

Meeting Place: Weston Club 

Description: This Seminar is designed to answer your questions about how to lead your first day or overnight 
trip in the Canberra area.  It will cover where to go, detailed planning, getting approval, publicity, 
managing bookings and what to do on the trip itself.  It will also cover post-trip activities including 
trip reporting and feedback. 

 The Seminar will highlight the support provided by the new website 
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TRIPS AND EVENTS 
30 - 31 Oct River Crossing and Sand Driving           2010-056 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Phone: 02 6251 1258 (h); 0428 623 458 (m) 

Limit: 20 vehicles 

Start: 8:00 AM 

Description: This is the Club's annual training course covering river crossings and sand driving 

6 - 7 Nov Working Bee at Talooge           2010-064 

Trip Leader: John Kjar 

Email: john.kjar01@gmail.com 

Phone: 02 6287 7574 (h); 0432 737 440 (m) 

Limit: 60 people 

Start: 9:00 AM 

Meeting Place: Bredbo,  Jerangle Road, 100-m off the Monaro Hwy 

Requirements: Plenty of enthusiasm and good humour.  BYO food and drinks and the usual Happy Hour rituals 
will be observed. 

Description: Participants are welcome to give us a helping hand on either Saturday and/or Sunday.  You are 
also welcome to test your driving skills on the driving tracks and, subject to interest, we can also 
arrange guided tours to exotic locations within Talooge including the Bottle Shop, Honeymoon Bay, 
Devils Waterfall and Hole-in-the-Wall.  The need is great - paving, building shelves and tree 
enclosures, cleaning up the site, land care (pruning, spraying, weeding, planting etc) and 
constructing a new firepit are all on my "Must do list" and it is sure to grow! Please contact me prior 
to the event and I will allocate a task or two to you prior to the event and advise on any special 
requirements. 

12 - 14 Nov “Safe One” Basic Driver Training at Talooge Park      2010-031 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Phone: 02 6251 1258 (h); 0428 623 458 (m) 

Limit: 20 vehicles 

Start: 7:30 PM 

Meeting Place: Bredbo Service Station 

Description: This is the Club’s official and accredited basic driver education course 

21 Nov “Safe One” Basic Driver Training Course Follow-up Day        
 2010-032 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Phone: 02 6251 1258 (h); 0428 623 458 (m) 

Limit: 20 vehicles 

Start: 8:00 AM 

Description: This is day three of the basic driver education course on the 13th and 14th November and MUST 
be attended before participating on any Club trips where the proposed route is expected to be at 
Grade 2 or above 
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TRIPS AND EVENTS 
27 Nov Driver Trainer’s Christmas Party           2010-033 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Phone: 02 6251 1258 (h); 0428 623 458 (m) 

Start: 7:00 PM 

New Members Picnic - Wee Jasper           2010-070 

Trip Leader: Rick Holland 

Email: rholland@actewagl.net.au 

Phone: 02 6292 6537 (h); 02 6268 4588 (w); 0412 335 962 (m) 

Limit: 10 vehicles 

Grade: 1 

Start: 8:30 AM 

Meeting Place: Uriarra Homestead 

Fuel: full tank 

Maps: 8627 Brindabella 1:100,000 

Requirements: UHF radio, well maintained vehicle, recovery gear if you have it.  Plus table and chairs, morning 
and afternoon tea and salads for lunch 

Description: A great day for new and old members alike.  We are planning an easy trip out through Picadilly 
Circus to Micalong Swamp for morning tea.  Then down Nottingham Road to Micalong Creek and 
on to Billy Grace Reserve for a sausage sizzle lunch.  Return via Doctor's Flat Road with superb 
sightseeing at Pig Hill before heading home via Uriarra Crossing 

4 - 5 Dec Christmas Party at Talooge           2010-072 

Trip Leader: Marj Jones 

Email: marjorie.jones@det.nsw.edu.au 

Phone: 0427 284 236 (m) 

Limit: unlimited 

Grade: 1 

Start: 8:30 AM 

Meeting Place: Williamsdale 

Requirements: Bring an innovative, preferably funny, wrapped present valued under $15 for the Gift Grab.  Bring a 
secret wrapped present for each child in your party.  Bring your own catering including happy hour 
supplies and a pot luck main dish for sharing. 

Description: Two packed days of fun for children and adults alike. Kids games will be followed by games for 
kids-at-heart. Santa will visit, there will be the Gift Grab, kid's movies then the communal dinner 
following happy hour. Best table decoration, club-provided desserts and camp-fire comaraderie 
take us through to the "Morning-after Funkana". Bigger and better than ever, this will test your 
driving skills, patience, trust and communication abilities as never before. Not to be missed. 

Comments: Please register to help with catering numbers 

12 Dec Brindabella Classic           2010-069 

Trip Leader: Michael Patrick 

Email: michael.patrick2@bigpond.com 

Phone: 0412 377 941 (m) 

Limit: 12 vehicles 
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TRIPS AND EVENTS 
Grade: 2 

Start: 8:30 AM 

Meeting Place: Uriarra Homestead 

Fuel: Full tank 

Maps: ACT Region (1/100 000) and 1/25 000 maps of Bobbys Plains, Couragago, Umburra and Cotter 
Dam 

Requirements: Basic driver training, basic recovery gear, UHF radio, good tyres, well maintained and reliable 
vehicle, morning tea and lunch.  Camera and binoculars are also a good idea 

Description: This day trip is a great way for new members to explore Canberra's back yard or for more 
experienced members to also enjoy a day in the Brindabella mountains. We meet at Uriarra 
Homestead and then head to Picadilly Circus following Brindabella/Tumut Road. Take Gentle 
Annie fire trail to Flea Creek on the Goodradigbee River for morning tea. We will climb up Webbs 
Ridge to approximately 1200 metres and then on passed the power lines to Waterfall fire trail. 
Dropping to the river again lunch will be at Lowells Flat or McIntryres Hut. Backtrack to Waterfall 
fire trail then Foley FT and Doctors Flat Rd and an afternoon stop at Pig Hill summit and finally air 
up and head for home 

22 - 24 Jan Victorian Mountain Magic           2011-001 

Trip Leader: Greg and Vickie Taylor 

Email: vickie.taylor@bigpond.com 

Phone: 02 6241 3547 (h); 02 6216 5302 (w); 0411 281 087 (m) 

Limit: 15 vehicles 

Grade: 3 

Start: 8:30 PM 

Meeting Place: Williamsdale 

Fuel: Full tank – top up at Jindabyne (for alpine mix diesel) 

Maps: Hema 1/200,000 High Country Victoria, Hema 1/385,000 South East NSW, 1/25,000 maps of 
Thredbo, Suggan Buggan, Vic 1/25,000 Mt Cobberas, Tom Groggin and Biggara. 

Requirements: Basic driver training, basic recovery gear, UHF radio, good tyres, well maintained and reliable 
vehicle which should have good ground clearance, camping gear including gas stove for cooking, 
food and water, happy hour and pot luck supplies. Bow saw/axe for track clearing, and a blind/tarp 
for water crossing. Tyre chains for steep mountain fire trails. 

Description: Travel to Jindabyne and top up fuel. Head down Barry Way for morning tea at Wallace Craigie 
lookout and magnificent views of the Snowy River, Willis and then turn up the Ingeegoodbee FT to 
McFarlane Flat and the Cobberas, Playgrounds and our first night camp at Limestone Creek or 
Native Dog Flat. Limestone Rd/trail to the Poplars (McCarthy’s), Buckwong Hut and on to Mt Hope, 
Mt Anderson, Mt Gibbo with second camp at Wheelers Creek Hut. Mt Pinnibar via Mt Anderson, 
Tom Groggin for a dip (water crossing) in the Murray River and head for Canberra via Thredbo and 
Jindabyne. 

 This is the plan but we may deviate to camp at other locations depending on our progress each 
day. Many of the areas we are visiting have toilet facilities – but remember your shovel, toilet paper 
and good humour. Happy hour on Saturday and Pot Luck dinner on Sunday night. 

13 Feb New Members Picnic           2011-004 

Trip Leader: Ian Goodacre and Rosemary Orr 

Email: newtricks@bigpond.com 

Phone: 02 6291 0455 (h); 0403 304 505 (m) 

Limit: 10 vehicles 
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TRIPS AND EVENTS 

Planning a trip? 
The following experienced trip leaders have offered  to assist new trip leaders in planning their trips.   

Budding trip leaders are encouraged to seek their advice. 
Name        Phone        Mobile       Email 
Peter Watson 6254 7118 0418 649 823 pwatson1@tpg.com.au 
Neville Simpson 6295 9021  bl.ng@bigpond.net.au 
Dennis Collins 6292 7423 0418 969 452 margden1@actewagl.net.au 
Chris Nicholls   calypso1@gmail.com 
Doreen &  Plod McEncroe 6241 8188 0429 008 436 doreen.mcenroe@act.gov.au 
Neil Telfer  62919683     0427 263 805  ntelfer@tpg.com.au 
David Whight   0438 882 696 tdavidwhight@hotmail.com 
 

Grade: 1 

Start: 8:30 AM 

Meeting Place: Uriarra Homestead 

Fuel: Full tank 

Requirements: UHF radio 

Description: A great day for new members, and of course older members.  Put the date in your diary - more 
details later 

12 - 19 Mar Vic High Deep South           2011-003 

Trip Leader: Michael Patrick 

Email: michael.patrick2@bigpond.com 

Phone: 0412 377 941 (m) 

Limit: 8 vehicles 

Grade: 3 

Start: 8:30 AM 

Meeting Place: Barton Highway Dinosaur Museum car park 

Fuel: Full tank at start 

Maps: NSW South, Hema Victoria East Gippsland, Hema High Country Victoria West 

Requirements: Basic recovery kit. UHF radio. Well maintained vehicle with good tyres. Sorry, no soft-roaders or 
camping trailers. Standard camping gear, food supplies and water to last a minimum of four days. 
Extra supplies available at Dargo and Omeo 

Description: Travel via Hume Highway to Benalla then to Mansfield, first night camp will be at Sawmill 
Settlement. For the next six days we will travel Cambatong Spur, Buckland, Tomahawk gap, 
Pineapple flat, Cobblers, Bindaree, Up Billy Goat, Crooked river, Wonnangatta station, Dogs grave 
and may more areas 

Comments: This is a fairly flexible trip as no strict itinary will be followed, just the general route as planned. 
Camping is available at numerous sites. Fuel can be obtained at Dargo and Omeo. The final leg 
which is day eight Saturday 19 March will be a dash up the Hume highway to home 

 

mailto:pwatson1@tpg.com.au
mailto:bl.ng@bigpond.net.au
mailto:margden1@actewagl.net.au
mailto:calypso1@gmail.com
mailto:tdavidwhight@hotmail.com
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Club Clothing  
The Club clothing or a name badge can be ordered from Kathy Solomos at the monthly Meetings. 

Payment for any item is expected when ordering. 
     
    Jackets: $75:00 
    Shirts:  $37:50  
    Vests:    $47:50 
    Caps:    $15:00 
    Hats:       $15:00 
    Beanies:  $15:00 
    Name Badges: $12.00 
    Rugby Tops: $48:00 
 
    Kathy Solomos  0402 051 623 

Telephone: (02) 6280 6416 Unit 1/68 –70 Kembla Street 
Facsimile: (02) 6239 1606 PO Box 1113 
Email:  sales@wattscom.com.au Fyshwick ACT 2609 
Web Address: http://www.wattscom.com.au ABN 62 008 641 923 

We are a one stop communications shop providing GARMIN GPS and Navigational equip-
ment, Vehicle Tracking,  UHF and AM CB radios, Marine VHF & UHF radios, HF Radios, 
Commercial Two-Way radios, Hands Free Kits for mobile phones, sales and rentals of  Mobile 
and Satellite phones, HF, UHF and Commercial radios. 
 
 Our installation bay is fully equipped to undertake installations into all types of vehicles.  
 
 Our workshop has qualified technicians who undertake the repair of HF Radios, AM/UHF CB‟s and 

UHF/VHF Marine radios, commercial radios – mobile and hand held.  
 
 We are the sales and service agents for the following brands: 
 
 GARMIN, GME-ELETROPHONE, ICOM, KENWOOD, UNIDEN, MOTOROLA, SIMOCO, AND 
TAIT.  We can also provide satellite phones on the Iridium and Globalstar satellite networks. 

mailto:frances@wattscom.com.au
http://wattscom.com.au/
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The Southern Tablelands Four Wheel Drive Club conducts two-day weekend Driver   
Training exercises, with Follow-up Days on the Sundays, 1 week later.  

 
Purpose:  
To introduce new & old club members to vehicle equipment, daily maintenance, recov-
ery techniques & equipment, and in particular teach them the skills necessary to safely 
operate their 4WD in a variety of terrains. 
 
Meeting Time/Place:  
Service Station in Bredbo (right hand side of highway) no later than 7.30pm on the Fri-
day evening preceding the course. 
 
The Club’s Education Coordinator is Peter Reynolds,  
Tel  (h) 6251-1258 or  (m) 0428 623-458.  
 
PLEASE BOOK A PLACE ON ONE OF THESE COURSES WELL IN ADVANCE AND ALSO RING PETER 
ONE WEEK BEFORE THE COURSE TO CONFIRM ATTENDANCE!  
IF YOU DON’T, YOU WILL LOSE YOUR PLACE ON THE COURSE  
 
ONLY ONE DRIVER PER VEHICLE PER COURSE, THOUGH A SUPPORT CREW IS WELCOME. 
 
COURSES FOR 2010 WILL BE HELD ON 
 
20-21 MARCH   WITH FOLLOW-UP ON  28 MARCH 
15-16 MAY   WITH FOLLOW-UP ON  23 MAY 
21-22 AUGUST  WITH FOLLOW-UP ON  29 AUGUST 
13-14 NOVEMBER  WITH FOLLOW-UP ON  21 NOVEMBER 
 
WHAT TO BRING 
 

Yourself & family and a 4WD in good mechanical condition  
Camping gear for overnight stay  
Food and Cooking gear for 2 days  
Chairs to sit on in lessons and around the fire  
Recovery gear, if you have it, but not essential  
Garbage bags for all your rubbish to take home  
Notebook & pen  
Camera 
A full tank of fuel  
Torch  
Drinking water.  
UHF Radio (optional – talk to Peter) 
Front and Rear Recovery Points preferred. 
 
There is a large First Aid Kit at Talooge.  Also a large gas BBQ 

 
PLEASE DO NOT BRING PETS OR FIREARMS. 

“SAFE ONE” BASIC 4WD  
VEHICLE OPERATION COURSE   
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Hire a Tvan  

the most versatile, dependable, robust and 

comfortable hard top camper trailer avail-

able 

 

This serious off road camper trailer, built by Track 
Trailer in Melbourne, was awarded “Campertrailer of 
the Millennium” and won the Caravan and Recrea-
tional Vehicle Manufacturers Association of Australia award for hard top camper 
trailers in 2009. 
 

Track Trailer has developed a CARAVAN for the serious off-road 

traveller. The Topaz provides exceptional levels of comfort, 

equipment and off road performance. 

 
Hire rates for the Tvan: $600 per week; $330 long weekend; $250 weekend 
 

NB. We have a try for free policy when you buy a Tvan from us. 
 

Visit us at home or at 
Murrumbateman Field Days 16-17 October 
Canberra Home and Leisure Show, Epic, 22-24 October 
South Coast Caravan, Camping and Holiday Expo in Batemans Bay 5-7 No-

vember  
 

Download an application from www.independenttrailers.com.au or ring Catherine 
on 0412 866 375 or email catherine@independenttrailers.com.au  
 
ACT Agent for  
Tanami Pumps and Auspit the little Ozi rotisserie as seen on What’s Up Down 
Under 

 

Yessir, some of 
those tracks out at 
Talooge are steep 

enough! 

http://www.independenttrailers.com.au/
mailto:catherine@independenttrailers.com.au
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Advertising on this page is free to members but is restricted to 

 Two Months. Non-members will be charged $20 per advertisement 

for 5 lines for the same period.  

FOR SALE/WANTED/LOST/FOUND 

WANTED - Metal/Gold Detector Knowledgeable 
Members 
I would like to make contact with any members that 
have dabbled in or are experienced in using metal/
gold detectors. We would like to explore purchasing 
& using a metal/gold detector as part of our travels 
in remote areas of Oz. 
Any advice (what to buy, what not to buy, where to 
buy, etc) would be most appreciated. 
Jed Bartlett— di48@tpg.com.au or 0416 061 150  

Konig diamond pattern mud chains (Ice Breaker 
Type) to suit 31/265's tyres with 15" rims, only used 
3 times. 
$200 or consider straight swap for similar diamond 
pattern mud chains to fit 16" rims 
Snatch Hook set brand new, still in packaging  
$15. 
Paul Tolley - 0407 296 425 

Tyres – x 5 Dunlop AT22 Grand treks – 275 /65/
R17 – 40% tread  $300.00 the lot. 
1 x Continental tyre – Contitrac – 255/70/R16 – 
also a tie down point for a Nissan Navara  $100.00 
for both.  
Trundle draw to go under a ute tray 1800 x 750 x 
165 -- $750.00.  
Ph Rob 0407 072 573. 

Mitsubishi Pajero 2004 NP GLX 3.8lt, Auto, 
Petrol, 142,500km, Rego 03/11, towbar, tinted 
windows. alloy wheels. Bullbar, dual battery, UHF, 
aux fuel tank, new HD shocks & springs, cargo 
barrier, rear drawers, fridge slide, roof rack, BFG 
AT‟s. 
$22,500.  
Ph Rick 0412 335 962 

Magellan GPS eXplorist XL 
Unlimited memory via SD card, USB High speed 
data port, built in Geocaching application, area 
calculation and Australian maps.  Zooms to 5m 
topo contour lines. 
Includes eXplorist XL Traveller Value Pack: 
DiscoverAus Streets and Tracks Top Maps on 
512mb preloaded SD card, universal vehicle mount 
bracket, 12v power adaptor, USB power/data cable 
and user manual. 
This is also usable as a hand held GPS and it has a 
colour screen.  Compatible with OziEexplorer 
downloads and uploads from desktop computing. 
Complete with original packing. 
$480 (which is less than 50% of new price for GPS 
and Traveller Pack). 
Greg Taylor 6241 3547 

2001 Land Cruiser RV Diesel Constant 4WD 
with live front axle 225,000kms, 5 speed manual, 
Berrima Turbo, 8 Seater, Old Man Emu 
suspension, side steps, GXL rims with 2 new 
Cooper ST tyres and 2 50%, overhead console with 
UHF, Piranha dual battery system with Anderson 
plug, bull bar, tow bar, tinted windows, rear shelf 
system and cargo barrier. Registered until March 
2011. Maintained by ACT Off Road.  Contact Peter 
042 7766 154 or 02 6242 0102. 

SupaRax Roof Rack Bars. Fully adjustable 
tradesman quality heavy duty, 1500mm long, in 
very good condition.  Will suit any large or me-
dium sized 4x4 or SUV with gutters.  Ideal for 
mounting ladders, roof basket, a bike or canoe rack 
or luggage basket/bin.  $90  
Call Greg on 0419 784 983 

1 BF Goodrich Tyre, 245/70R16, never used $100 
Warren Shardlow 0409321213 

Red tubular bunk beds (2)  
Wooden slats, Ladder and top rail  
Can be used as separate beds or together 
Includes mattresses Fair condition $80   
Greg and Vickie Taylor  6241 3547 
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