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General meetings are usually held at the Canberra Deakin Football Club, Grose St,  Deakin 
 at  7.30 pm on the second Tuesday of each month. 

 

Next General Meeting —  13th July 
 

Guest Speaker 
Richard Brand presenting the new ST4WDC Web Site 

 
Come along to the meeting for your chance to win half price tickets to the 4WD 

Adventure Show at the Sydney Dragway 27, 28 and 29 August 2010 
 

The deadline for material to be included in the next issue 
 of Southern Trails is the Friday following the General Meeting 

16th July 2010  

This month’s magazine has been compiled by Michael Patrick 
 

Cover photos this month by Mark Pritchard and Joe & Sue Briguglio  
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Directory 

General Meetings are held at the 

 Canberra Deakin Sports Club, Grose St, Deakin  
at 7.30pm on the second Tuesday of each month. 

 

General Meetings are a focal point of the Club where members can meet 
and get information about past and future Club activities. Meetings are 
structured with a minimum of formality. Meetings regularly feature talks 
from experts on topics of interest ranging from vehicle mechanics to bush 
lore. Reports on past trips are presented and new trips are announced. 
Visitors introduce themselves, there is a raffle with generous prizes and a 
coffee break for catching up with other members. Don’t forget to wear 
your name badge. 

Ideas for guest speakers are welcome. Contact Mary Biddle if you know 
of someone who could make an interesting and topical presentation. 
Many members gather before and after the meeting to enjoy a meal or 
drink at the Canberra Deakin Sports Club. 

Talooge Park 
Talooge is the Club’s 600+ ha bush block in rugged country east of Bredbo. 
It is used for training and other club activities, and members are welcome 
there for private camping, recreation and the simple pleasure of enjoying 
the bush. Several areas have been set aside for basic bush camping. Some 
have firewood , but no other services – no water, no electricity, no phone, 
very limited mobile phone coverage. Pets and the discharging of firearms 
are not permitted on the property. Visitors should assume that they are 
solely responsible for their own wellbeing and be conscious of the risks of 
fire, snakebite, etc. Mobile phone coverage is poor. In an emergency, 
neighbours Mr Richie Southwell and his sons, can usually be con-
tacted using UHF channel 18. 
Intending visitors should check with the Property Coordinator or a commit-
tee member regarding access procedures and the combination locks secur-
ing the gates.  

Publications 
Website www.st4wdc.org.  The site is used to provide timely infor-
mation regarding Club activities and variations from previously an-
nounced plans. When visiting the site, always check the “What’s 
New” page for recent announcements and current news. Especially, 
check for any last minute variations to trips you are undertaking. 
 
Southern Trails is the ST4WD Club monthly magazine.  
Trip reports, and articles that are relevant to Club members are welcome, 
as are photographs and illustrations.  
Closing date for all material is the Friday following the monthly meeting. 
Send contributions to publications@st4wdc.org 
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Code of Ethics 
These are the rules of conduct that we should all observe when using our vehicles in the bush.  We should all 
take them to heart.  Image is a difficult thing to change!!  
1. Obey the laws and regulations for Recreational Vehicles that apply to public lands. 
2. Respect the cultural, heritage and environmental values of public/private land, by obeying restrictions that 
may apply. 
3. Respect our flora and fauna. Stop and look, but never disturb. 
4. Keep to formed vehicle tracks. 
5. Keep the environment clean. Carry your own, and any other, rubbish out. 
6. Keep your vehicle mechanically sound and clean to reduce the environmental impact. 
7. Adopt minimal impact camping and driving practices. 
8. Seek permission before driving on private land. Do not disturb livestock or watering points, leave gates as 
found. 
9. Take adequate water, food, fuel, basic spares and a first aid kit on trips. In remote areas travel with another 
vehicle and have Royal Flying Doctor Service, or equivalent, in radio contact. 
10. Enjoy your recreation and respect the rights of others. 
11. Plan ahead and lodge trip details with a responsible person. 
12. Support four wheel driving as a responsible and legitimate family recreational activity.  

Training for Driver Training Instructors 
Trainee Instructor, 
Assistant Instructor, 
Instructor, and 
Chief Instructor  
Visit the ST4WDC web page for full details which 
are expanded on in detail in the Driver Training Pol-
icy document located under the Training menu tab. 
 
Partners are encouraged to undertake the Basic 
Driver Education course, and any of the other courses 
offered from time to time. Unfortunately couples can-
not undertake the course at the same time as only one 
driver per vehicle can be instructed during a training 
course.  Training of a member’s child is subject to 
approval by Club management and only when spare 
places are available. Couples may attend the Naviga-
tion, Map Reading  & GPS courses. 

Training 

The Southern Tablelands Four Wheel Drive Club is 
devoted to providing the best driver training possi-
ble.  The Driver Training Team provides a range of 
courses throughout the year. Students are assigned 
an instructor over the period of the course. The 1:1 
instructor/student ratio ensures maximum transfer of 
skills and experience. 
The current courses are: 
Main Courses   
Basic Driver Training, 
Very Difficult Terrain, and 
Advanced Recovery (for Grade 4 and 5) 
   
Supplementary Courses 
Water Crossing, 
Sand Driving, 
Practical Map Reading, 
Navigation, 
Route Planning, 
GPS, and  
Other specific training relating to Club activities 
such as camper trailers etc may also be introduced.. 
 

 

A special offer to travelers  -  Sewing Machine - medium/heavy duty - available for short term loan.   
I have custody of a medium duty Singer sewing machine that is ideal for all those small canvas repair jobs or to 
create new tent peg bags, tool rolls, billy can bags, camp oven bags, etc. How far does your creative imagination 
go? The machine will handle up to three layers of medium weight canvas and uses very strong upholstery weight 
nylon thread that is great for reasonably heavy jobs. 

 Don 02 6161 1880 or 0408 649 732 
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Rosemary’s Ramblings 
 

 

How cold is it!  Hopefully, not cold enough to 
discourage members from joining in he activities of 
the club. 
I missed our club meeting in June because of the 
dreaded winter cold/flu.  I feel that I have lost track 
of everyone and what is going on in the club.  Our 
monthly meetings are a wonderful place to catch up 
with friends and to greet new members.  It’s a great 
night to catch up on what is going on in the club 
and if you miss out you feel a little disconnected. 
Great things are planned for when the weather is a 
little warmer as well as some great trips happening 
soon.  Being a vehicle club we sometimes get 
invitations to other clubs’ activities.  The Cowra 
Vintage and Classic weekend is one such event.  
Anyone who enjoys a leisurely weekend (no cold 
camping) this is a great one to join in with.  Meet 
new people and have a great weekend. 
There is Bendethra and the 4WD Adventure show 
in Sydney.  This show is being run by the Sydney 
4WD clubs and NSW Association and is based on 
our show in Queanbeyan.  There are opportunities 
for members of our club to be involved with 
benefits for that assistance.  It will also be a great 
opportunity for members of our club to go to a 
show and see what’s there instead of working so 
hard that they miss out on seeing everything and 
some of the bargains.  Peter Fenwick will have 
some wheel covers for vehicles at the next meeting 
and I am sure he will have an update for us.  So 
keep this weekend in mind and enjoy. 
Your committee is planning another Skills 
Weekend to be held at Talooge in October.  This is 
a weekend where more experienced members of 
our club pass on tips and skills to some of our 
newer members or as a refresher for all of us.  The 
type of things covered are ways of repairing tyres 
in the bush, packing your vehicle for a trip (short or 
long) and safety tips, photography skills to help 
record the wonderful scenery you see on the way, 
some camp cooking skills, and we get to eat at the 
end and more.  So if you have something in 
particular that you would like us to cover at this 
weekend please let me know. 
We are also planning some new members trips for 
those new members who have completed their 
basic driver training and for those who have not.  
These are a one day trip in the bush to give you a 
taste for things to come on bigger trips.  Interesting 
destinations, great company and a chance to meet 

other new and old members of the club. 
My last new members picnic had some long 
lasting consequences.  We did a great day in 
the Tallaganda forest.  But it rained and we drove 
home through dirt roads which kicked up a lot of 
mud.  One week later after my little Victor car had 
been sitting in the carport while I caught the bus, I 
headed home to Parkes to visit my parents.  On the 
highway and at about 100kms the steering wheel 
started to shimmy.  So a slow trip home and off to 
the tyre place on Saturday morning to get my 
wheels rebalanced.  After visiting my mum in 
hospital, headed back to Canberra for another 
engagement.  Hit the open road and again the 
shimmy in the wheel at 100kms.  Took my little car 
to my local mechanic on Monday morning and 
what did he find – MUD.  Mud caked on the inside 
of my rims and tyres was enough to put the balance 
out.  So new members’ picnics can be great fun. 

 
I am not sure if this magazine will be out before 
our CHRISTMAS IN JULY but hopefully 
everyone has booked on this wonderful weekend.  
See you all there. 
That’s it for me this month. 
Travel safe and enjoy. 

Rosemary 

Laws of the Universe 
Law of Mechanical Repair - After your hands 
become coated with grease, your nose will begin to 
itch and you'll have to pee!!!! 

 Law of Gravity - Any tool, nut, bolt, screw, when 
dropped, will roll to the least accessible corner.  
 
 Law of Probability -The probability of being 
watched is directly proportional to the stupidity of 
your act  
 
 Law of Random Numbers - If you dial a wrong 
number, you never get a busy signal and someone 
always answers.  
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Hire a Tvan  
the most versatile, dependable, 
robust and comfortable hard top 
camper trailer available 
 

This serious off road camper trailer, built by 
Track Trailer in Melbourne, was awarded 
 “Campertrailer of the Millennium” and has 
 recently won the Caravan and Recreational Vehicle Manufacturers Association of     
Australia award for hard top camper trailers. 

 

Track Trailer has just released a CARAVAN for the serious off-road 
traveller. The Topaz provides exceptional levels of comfort, equip-

ment and off road performance. 
 
Hire rates for the Tvan: $600 per week; $330 long weekend; $250 weekend 
 

NB. We have a try for free policy if you buy a Tvan from us. 
 

 

Download an application from www.independenttrailers.com.au or ring Catherine 
on 0412 866 375 or email catherine@independenttrailers.com.au  
 
ACT agent for 
Tanami Pumps, Auspit & Camperback Tray-top campers. 

Richard’s Input 
Richard Brand 

 

Mystery 
Mystery Bay is one of my favourite coastal spots.  
The camping area is huge, right on the coast and 
quite secluded under big trees, which is great if you 
have a dog.  Yes, this is one of the few sites where 
dogs are actually encouraged.  The coastal areas 
range from a lagoon to the north, rugged cliffs and 
private beaches in the middle, to the title bay at the 
south end, which has weird rock formations, a 
sandy spit and a boat ramp.  Actually, it is not 
really a ramp, because it has no slope.  It is just a 
concrete edged driveway to the sand, and after that 
you are on your own for 100 metres or so.   
When I was there, the waves were a bit big for the 
canoe, but the Adventra had never seen sand and 
there were two deep tracks heading seaward, and 
two more coming back.  Well, since this might be 
the only beach sand driving between Sydney and 
South Australia, I just could not resist trying a short 
experiment knowing a quick U-turn would get us 
back on terra firma.  The Adventra was doing well, 

so I started the U-turn and found out the terror 
when the sand was not firma.  The extra resistance 
of the turn, and the fact that the back wheels were 
now out of the ruts, was enough for the wheels to 
start to dig in.  I tried gently backing to no avail, so 
there was nothing for it but to drop the tyre pres-
sures, kick the sand out from in front of the tyres, 
straighten the steering and have another go.  No 
problem but I had not realised I was in sight of 
camp, let alone in range of telephoto lenses.  
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Earlier in the day, I tried out the new approach into 
the Tuross River at the Wandella Fire Trail / 
Wandella Road junction.  This must have been 
constructed after Ian Goodacre’s disastrous 
encounter with the old approach.  The new one is 
one mighty hump, and I would have needed 
another 100mm ground clearance or some serious 
road reconstruction to have made it.  The Adventra 
might have a tad more ground clearance than a 
Pajero, but the ramp-over angle is pathetic because 
of the long wheelbase.  In my own defence though, 
none of the accompanying Prados even tried. 
Fortunately nobody observed my penultimate 
incident.  The lagoon has broken through to the 
sea, and my peddle-equipped Hobie canoe could 
only just make it upstream, the outflow was so 
strong.  When I got back to my launch place, I 
stepped over the side only to have the sand give 
way, plunging me, fully clothed, shoulder deep into 
the current.  Rather the feeling Ian would have got, 
I think. 
Now I thought that was the end of the excitement, 
but after the last meeting I discovered a lump, let’s 
say in my middle area, that felt and looked like a 
new Icelandic volcano about to explode.  It even 
had a black cap.  Now that was a mystery. 
Another Mystery 
When my daughter was about three, she became 
quite ill when we were cruising the Hawkesbury in 
a Halvorsen cabin cruiser.  These are not fast, so 
we headed for the nearest settlement, Wiseman’s 
Ferry.  This has no relationship to our own 
Wisemen who’s advice features later in this story.  
We arrived about 9 in the morning, and only the 
pub was open.  We asked if there was a doctor and 
found out there indeed was one, but he had broken 
his thigh.  When we knocked on his door, an 
elderly lady appeared and explained that the doctor 
was ill but could see us at 11.  There was nothing 
to do but wait is out at the pub. 
Fans of Fawlty Towers should have witnessed the 
next bit.  The doctor was in a wheelchair with his 
gammy leg sticking out straight – don’t mention 
the war.  He asked my then wife how she was, and 
said g’day to me too.  Then with shaking hands he 
examined our daughter and prescribed some 
medicines.  Where on earth would we find a 
chemist?  No drama, he wheeled himself across the 
surgery to the chemist cupboard and dispensed the 

goodies.  Then with a straight face he asked if we 
had medical insurance and bulk billed three 
consultations – one for how are you, one for g’day 
and one for real. 

It was a few days later, when bathing my daughter, 
that we discovered she had a volcano too.   

More Mystery 
Before I joined this club, my partner used to breed 
and show German Shepherd dogs.  On a trip to 
Melbourne we took the coastal route and naturally 
stayed at Mystery Bay where a show candidate got 
some great exercise chasing through the bush.  
When we got to Melbourne, it was a just short walk 
to Sandringham beach which is reached by a flight 
of stairs.  On the stairs the dog’s back legs started 
to give out, so it was off to the leading vet hospital 
at Werribee with a rapidly ailing animal.   She 
ended up being there for ten days, with no 
satisfactory diagnosis.  By the tenth day I was 
convinced she must have picked up a paralysis tick.  
It took five vets to find it, and the subsequent bill 
had four digits and no decimal places. 
Coastal ticks 
It seems these little creatures, which look a bit like 
big fleas, can stay dormant on the ground for a year 
or more.  When they sense the vibrations from a 
passing animal, they spring into life and into any 
fur they can find.  Then they burrow head first into 
the skin, where they release a toxin which can be 
fatal for dogs and is not too nice for us either. 
Removing them is tricky because they are quite 
tenacious.   Trying to pull them out with tweezers 
leaves the head still buried and still exuding toxins.  
The trick to removal is strong alcohol.  Upend a 
bottle cap full of methylated spirits on the volcano 
for a few minutes before using tweezers.  I believe 
single malt works equally well, so following our 
Wisemen’s advice that everything you take on a 
trip should have a dual purpose, I can now 
genuinely say it is also for medicinal purposes. 

Richard’s Input 
Richard Brand 
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Membership Matters 
Jim  Raleigh 

 

At the time of writing (11 Jun) we have 242 
Memberships comprising 3 Life Members, 225 
Owner Members, 4 Associate Members and 10 
Competition Members.  The inclusion of 188 
Partners and 7 Family Members brings the grand 
total for our club ‘community’ up to 437.   
New Members 
For 2010 we have welcomed a total of 35 new 
members, exceeding the 33 members who de-
parted last year.  This month there is one new 
Owner Member: 

Garry Booth & Jessica Stevenson 
Mitsubishi Pajero 
 

One additional Owner Membership Application is 
currently in process. 
Club History 
More and more information is being acquired on 
Club history.  We now have full contact details 
for the three couples who were instrumental in 
creating the club in the first place as well as con-
tact details for a further former president. 
Talking to these ‘old hands’ has been most enjoy-
able and very illuminating.  Information is being 
assembled that should allow the preparation of an 
interesting article on the establishment of the 
club, for inclusion in Southern Trails in the near 
future.  Although of understandably limited qual-
ity noting its age, we even have a photograph of 
the club’s first trip to the Brindabella’s on 28 Nov 
1976, and there are potentially more available. 
New ST4WDC Web Site 
Elsewhere in this edition of Southern Trails you 
will hopefully be reading some more detail about 
the launch of the new ST4WDC Web Site.  I will 
leave the details to the Webmaster however there 
is one issue in respect of Membership Records 
that needs to be brought to the attention of all 
Members. 
In order to perform its function, particularly in 
regard to trips, the web site contains a large part 
(but by no means all) of the data contained in the 
Membership Database.  Procedures are in place to 
ensure that changes made to that data in the 
Membership Database are quickly flowed through 
to the Web Site. 
Our difficulty is that the Web Site currently in-
cludes the ability for members to edit their own 
personal details such as address, phone number 
and email address.  Although we are continuing 

to explore techniques for doing so, we do not yet have 
a mechanism whereby such changes (made on the 
Web Site) flow through to the Membership Secretary 
for inclusion in the Membership Database.  The Mem-
bership Database is, and is likely to remain for the 
foreseeable future, the source of important outputs 
such as listings of current members, the Southern 
Trails Mailing List, and email address lists used for 
emails to ‘All Members’. 
Although we remain reasonably confident, that a 
workable solution to this limitation will be able to be 
developed, until such time as it is, it is most impor-
tant that you ensure that the need for such changes 
continues to be advised by email or phone call to 
the Membership Secretary, not just made on the 
Web Site.   Don’t allow yourself to miss out on your 
copy of Southern Trails by having failed to advise a 
change of address. 
Temporary Absence 
Last month I indicated that I would be away from 
Canberra for much of June and July.   Unfortunately 
our travels have been delayed for personal reasons, but 
Jane and I are still hopeful of being able to head off, 
possibly at short notice.  During my absence (if it hap-
pens), priority Membership matters will be taken care 
of by our Secretary Jo Delaney.  Please continue to 
address all email correspondence to Member-
ship@ST4WDC.Org.   Messages to that address will 
be directed to Jo as well as to me. 
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This month I would like to introduce you to our 
neighbours at Talooge and seek your cooperation 
in maintaining good relations with them.  I will 
also update you on our goat control program and 
make another plea for offers of help. 
 
Talooge contains an area of almost 700 hectares (or 
1700 acres) and we are bounded by nine different 
neighbours, four of whom are recent additions 
(most purchased their land from Wayne Ritchie).  
The easiest way to identify their land is to list the 
owners as you travel along Rayners fire trail, 
Strike-a-Light fire trail and from within Talooge 
near the DTU sheds. 
 
Rayners fire trail is an extension of Bundarra Rd 
and starts near our ‘first’ neighbour Richie 
Southwell.  His home sits next to the Wangrah Ck 
crossing.  His son Peter also owns land along the 
fire trail until the double gate under the trees at the 
‘stock 
yards’.  
Peter and 
Karen 
Elliott own 
the land 
from these 
gates until 
the Talooge 
boundary.  
Once inside 
Talooge, 
the next 
neighbour 
is Tim and 
Karen 
Elliott who 
own 
“Horse 
Paddock”.  
Then looking up the hill towards the DTU sheds on 
our left hand side the landowner is Jeff Burrowes 
(Marina Management) while to the right the land is 
owned by Tony and Deena Monteleone.  Back onto 
Rayners fire trail and heading north the neighbours 
on our northern boundary are the Baltoska family.  
If you make a diversion to the right (east) towards 
the Bottle Shop our neighbours on the left hand 
side are Gabriel Noti and then the NSW Crown 
Lands Dept.  When you travel along Strike-a-Light 
fire trail, and approx three km after the junction 

with Rayners fire trail, you will exit Talooge and 
enter land owned by Mike Crozier and, after 
another three km you will enter land owned by 
Steve Collins (all the way to Jerangle-Bredbo 
road).  John Bridges is the last of the adjacent 
landowners and his property is to the south of 
Talooge near Peter Southwell’s. 
 
We are developing good cooperative relations with 
all these landowners and we wish to further 
develop this cooperation as we work through a 
range of issues over the next few years including 
continued access through their (and our) properties, 
bush fire management, feral animal and noxious 
weed control. Access is of primary concern to us 
all – you may not be aware but to date we rely on 
the goodwill of many of these neighbours to be 
able to access Talooge – we (and other neighbours) 
could be refused access at any time on either fire 
trail.  Hence the need for your cooperation. 
 

What are they 
asking of you?  
Well we ask 
that you treat 
them and their 
land as if it 
was owned by 
a person with 
whom you 
wanted to 
remain a 
friend.  Simple 
things like 
saying g’day 
as you see 
them on the 
road (and if 
they are not a 
neighbour 
please ask 

them their name and advise me of their name and 
car registration), driving carefully along the fire 
trails, not diverting off the fire trail (unless within 
Talooge) to camp or walk without their permission, 
no hunting anywhere without permission, leaving 
all gates as you found them, taking legal 
responsibility for accidents, reporting to me any 
sightings of feral animals (especially goats and 
pigs) or your sightings or removal of any weeds 
along the fire trails. 
 

Jon Kjar 

Talooge Topics 
      John Kjar 
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As previously advised, feral animals and especially 
goats have been causing considerable problems as 
we (and other landowners) seek to revegetate areas 
of interest.  Trapping has been tried and failed, 
rounding them up with dogs creates other 
problems.  So hunting them, as well as protective 
measures such as fencing/tree guards are our only 
real options – and we propose to adopt both 
strategies.  The Committee has agreed to seek an 
agreement with the Sporting Shooters Association 
of Australia, Hunting and Conservation Branch and 
possibly one other landowner that will lead to a 
reduction of goat numbers on Talooge.  Personal 
safety and ethical hunting practices will also be 
included as principal objectives of these 
arrangements.  I am also talking with our 
neighbours to see if they are prepared to enter into 
similar or cooperative arrangements.  I will provide 
more information on the arrangements once they 
have been finalised. 

 
Since my last plea for offers of assistance we have 
received a large carpet that covers the floor area of 
the DTU shed (thanks to Gary Lymbery) and also 
some wire to protect the trees.  I would also 
appreciate offers of assistance in land care and 
general maintenance work, as well as equipment 
such as garden tools (eg mattock, spade, shovel, 
crow bar) or workshop tools (eg spanners, socket 
set, pliers, hammers, screw drivers), heavy duty 
mower, brush cutter etc.  But please advise me 
before you or others take it to Talooge. 
 
Hope to see you at Talooge – it’s a great place to 
visit and smell the roses – and with your help it 
will get much better.  And put 6/7 November in 
your diary as the next Club working bee – its great 
fun and much work gets done.  And 16/17 October 
to learn about and try some great bush skills.  

 

 Talooge Topics 
      John Kjar 
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  June Guest Speaker 
 Presentation Report 

Report on the presentation by Allan Whiting at the 
Club meeting on 8 June 2010 
 
What do 4WDers like talking about most – their 
4WD.  What do 4WDers look forward to most – 
their next trip and their next 4WD.  So Allan Whit-
ing had a captive audience at the Club meeting 
when he shared his views on some past and future 
developments in 4WDing. 
 
Allan is a qualified 4WD instructor with 30+ years 
of off-road experience.  He has been technical edi-
tor of 4x4 Australia magazine for 12 years, written 
extensively in other media on travel stories, 4WD 
tests and comparisons, tyre and 4WD accessories 
and has recently established a new website 
www.outbacktravelaustralia.com.au which pro-
vides interesting and useful information for off-
roaders – well worth bookmarking and reading. 
 
Allan considered the main trend over the past 20 
years has been for 4WD’s to become more ‘car-
like”.  Examples noted include the trend away from 
manufacturing ‘bullet-proof’ vehicles and towards 
more ‘civilised’ vehicles with increased comfort, 
more performance (power, torque etc), more capa-
ble vehicles with a consequence increase in weight 
(and cost).  In Allan’s view, standard new vehicles 
with electronic aids such as traction control and 
stability control can go to more places (ie cross 
more difficult terrain) than a standard vehicle could 
20 years ago. 
 
New 4WD owners want to be able to tow/transport 
greater weights, faster and with less hassles than 
previously – some 4WD and caravan combinations 
can weigh up to six tonnes whereas the maximum 
would have been about four tonnes previously.  
Most of the increased weight is attributable to the 
need to increase the vehicle chassis, engine, trans-
mission etc size and strengths to transport the in-
creased caravan and vehicle component sizes!   
 
Another important consequence of this trend has 
been the need to increase braking power.  Clever 
engineers have been increasing the size of the 
brakes (bigger brake rotor disc diameters and larger 
callipers of multi-piston design) but the conse-
quence of this means increasing the wheel size  

(open wheel racing cars use multiple rotors and 
callipers to enable them to retain small wheel size 
but achieve high braking power).  Thus while 16 
inch wheels (or less) were once the standard, 18 
and even 19 inch wheels are becoming common.  
While some 4WD owners think big tyres look 
good, tyre manufacturers are yet to catch up with 
this trend for those owners who are looking for 
tyres that are appropriate to take them on off-road 
adventures. For example, there is an extremely lim-
ited range of 18 inch LT (light truck construction) 
tyres at present and in 19 inch size the only option 
is passenger construction tyres in a highway 
 pattern. 
 
A direction of development in braking systems is to 
replace the hydraulic system (master cylinder, 
brake lines and wheel (brake) cylinders) with an 
electric system that applies pressure to the brake 
pads via a very high-speed electric motor.  This 
type of electric brake system has the potential to 
provide more sophisticated brake control resulting 
in an improvement in the vehicle’s electronic vehi-
cle stability control system, traction control system 
and anti-lock braking system. 
 
This led into an interesting discussion on other 
electric/electronic innovations.  Allan noted there is 
a trend towards electric steering systems (again 
away from traditional hydraulic) and electronic 
driver feedback systems that monitor steering, 
braking, accelerator pressures and then tell you 
how “well” you are driving (eg actual fuel con-
sumption vs a theoretical optimum rate, and 
(rudely) alert you when you start dozing off at the 
wheel).  Other developments include electric mo-
tors powering the differential locks on the Land 
Rover Discovery 3 (and a screen shows the diff 
locks engaging and disengaging) and improve-
ments in electronic diesel fuel injection systems. 
 
While all these electric/electronic systems may be 
good on the blacktop, are they suitable for off-road 
use?  Allan thinks they are and their reliability has 
increased significantly. One downside though is 
that they rely on the electrical supply system oper-
ating effectively.   
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 Presentation Report 

  

So, with such improvements will we see an all-
electric 4WD?  Allan sees technical constraints 
(including batteries, cost, size and need for water-
tight systems) inhibiting their early introduction.  
However he noted a Korean company, Micro Bub-
ble Technologies, has developed a new breed of 
battery using carbon nanotubes (rather than battery 
plates) and new electrolytes.  A recent test battery 
weighing 70 kg (similar to a tractor battery) could 
deliver 1200 amp-hours of electricity (a typical 
tractor battery can deliver about 150 amp-hours) 
and could be fully recharged in 45 minutes (with 
plans to reduce that time to 15 minutes).  The pri-
mary market for such batteries will be electric on-
road and hybrid vehicles – but they might just have 
a market for 4WDers who want to operate their car 
fridge for a few weeks without the need to recharge 
the battery. 
Allan also shared his insights on other 4WD mat-
ters.   
. Driver and vehicle preparation for short trips 
is similar to that required for long trips.  You still 
need to take recovery gear, long distance communi-
cations (he favours satellite phones with its battery 
charger), first aid supplies, camping and cooking 
gear, emergency food supplies (long-life/freeze 
dried are best) – the only difference is the amount 
of normal food you take  
 
 
 
 

We all know front and rear diff lockers help im-
prove traction to get you out of difficult spots.  
They have the added benefit in that they also re-
duce the risk of breaking your constant-velocity 
joints. 
 
Developing and implementing a track classification 
system is difficult. Tracks will change their charac-
ter with vehicle use and weather conditions, differ-
ent vehicles react differently to the terrain (and 
some soft-roaders are more capable than some 
4WD’s) and drivers abilities vary greatly. 
 
Rarely do we have the chance to hear from an ex-
pert on such an interesting range of topics in a 
manner comprehensible to non-experts such as my-
self.  I found it most informative and useful – hope 
you did/will also. 
 
 Thanks Allan.  And all errors and omissions in this 
report are attributable to my ignorance. 
 

June Guest Speaker 
 Presentation Report 

Planning a trip? 
The following experienced trip leaders have offered  to assist new trip leaders in planning their trips.   

Budding trip leaders are encouraged to seek their advice. 
Name         Phone        Mobile       Email 
Peter Watson 6254 7118 0418 649 823 pwatson1@tpg.com.au 
Neville Simpson 6295 9021  bl.ng@bigpond.net.au 
Dennis Collins 6292 7423 0418 969 452 margden1@actewagl.net.au 
Chris Nicholls   calypso1@gmail.com 
Doreen &  Plod McEncroe 6241 8188 0429 008 436 doreen.mcenroe@act.gov.au 
Neil Telfer  62919683     0427 263 805  ntelfer@tpg.com.au 
David Whight   0438 882 696 tdavidwhight@hotmail.com 
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Telephone: (02) 6280 6416 Unit 1/68 –70 Kembla Street 
Facsimile: (02) 6239 1606 PO Box 1113 
Email:  sales@wattscom.com.au Fyshwick ACT 2609 
Web Address: http://www.wattscom.com.au ABN 62 008 641 923 

We are a one stop communications shop providing GARMIN GPS and Navigational equip-
ment, Vehicle Tracking,  UHF and AM CB radios, Marine VHF & UHF radios, HF Radios, 
Commercial Two-Way radios, Hands Free Kits for mobile phones, sales and rentals of  Mobile 
and Satellite phones, HF, UHF and Commercial radios. 
 
 Our installation bay is fully equipped to undertake installations into all types of vehicles.  
 
 Our workshop has qualified technicians who undertake the repair of HF Radios, AM/UHF CB’s and 
UHF/VHF Marine radios, commercial radios – mobile and hand held.  
 
 We are the sales and service agents for the following brands: 
 
 GARMIN, GME-ELETROPHONE, ICOM, KENWOOD, UNIDEN, MOTOROLA, SIMOCO, AND 
TAIT.  We can also provide satellite phones on the Iridium and Globalstar satellite networks. 

Website Help 
It must be hard to get excited about a new website, 
at least until you have seen what it can do, but we 
still need a lot of help to flesh out the framework 
with content.  Some of the tasks are very small, like 
managing the For Sale and Wanted section.  Others 
can use a fair bit of artistry, like republishing 
magazine articles so they offer an appealing web 
experience.  A heap of content can be added, like 
descriptions of great destinations, and maps show-
ing meeting places.  It would be nice to capture 
some club history.  There are 1000 trips on the 
website, but most are not linked to the trip reports 
that have been published in Southern Trails. 
To whet your appetites, once you have logged in, 
you will be able to request any trip booking with 
just four mouse clicks.  You will be able to find out 
which recent trips you have been on, and with a 
single click remind yourself who else was on the 
trip.  Another click will give you their email ad-
dresses or phone numbers.  You can choose to have 
personal pages profiling yourself and your vehicle. 

With two mouse clicks, you will be able to sub-
scribe to email notifications of every new trip, gen-
erated at the time it is approved. 
Trip leaders will be able to send email to their par-
ticipants, without having to maintain an email list. 
I already have some volunteers, and anticipate run-
ning some training sessions to get you comfortable 
with creating and managing content.  All you need 
is a browser and some spare time and you too can 
be a web content author.  Something, like single 
malt, to mull over 
Cheers 
Richard 

  Richard’s Input  
Continued 
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ABOUT TRIPS 
TRIP GRADING 
For trips in the club’s calendar a grading system of levels 1 to 5 is used to assist members in deciding 
which trips they would most enjoy and which grade suits the driver’s level of skill and experience. This 
system of grading is a guide only. The grade assigned to a trip may change due to weather conditions, and 
the trip leader should be consulted in such circumstances. The trip leader has the right to deny a request 
from a driver who is considered not to have the necessary level of skill in 4Wdriving,or whose vehicle is 
deemed inadequate. 
 
*GRADE 1: very easy with little, if any 4wdriving involved; will usually consist of a scenic 

tour or a trip to camp. No 4WD skills are needed. 
*GRADE 2: a relatively moderate 4WD trip with winching and/or towing unlikely. Moderate 

level of 4WD skills needed, as well as completion of Basic Driver Education 
Course. 

*GRADE 3: a medium 4WD trip which requires cautious driving; winching should not be 
required. Good level of 4WD skills needed, as well as completion of Basic Driver 
Education Course. 

*GRADE 4: a moderately difficult 4WD trip with some winching and/or towing almost a 
certainty. High level of 4WD skills needed, as well as completion of both the 
Basic and Advanced Driver Education Courses. 

*GRADE 5: an extremely difficult 4WD trip. Participants must be experienced at traveling 
over difficult terrain. Winching and/or towing will definitely be required and 
participants must have all their own recovery equipment. Skill levels the same as 
Grade 4. 

 
DRIVER EXPERIENCE 
Conditions on some trips at Grade 3 and above may prove too difficult for inexperienced drivers. 
Please advise the trip leader of the level of skill, and vehicle equipment when signing up for such 
a trip. Members must have attended the ‘Safe-One’ Basic Vehicle Operation Course before 
driving on a Club trip above the Grade 1 level, unless they have satisfied the Club’s Education 
Coordinator that they have the necessary experience.  
 
TRIP PLANNING  
If you are planning a Trip or Social Event for the Club contact the Club Trips Co-ordinator, preferably at 
least two months in advance of your chosen dates. This will allow time to give your event a ‘good plug’ in 
the Southern Trails, and it helps to avoid clashes with other people’s plans. However, if a good event 
opportunity comes up at short notice our rules are sufficiently flexible to enable a quick approval.   Club 
policy requires that a Club event shall be publicised in the Club magazine, or at a General Meeting of the 
Club, or on the Club’s website in order for it to be considered a formal Club event and so be covered for 
the purposes of insurance, subsidies and so forth. 
 
For a trip using tracks that are not public roads it is Club policy to confirm with the appropriate authorities 
that access is permitted on the chosen dates. This includes National Parks, State Forests as well as private 
property. 
 
CB RADIOS 
The Club strongly recommends that a UHF radio be carried to facilitate convoy procedures.  UHF channel 
14 is used as the standard channel for trips. 
 
FIREARMS & PETS 
Firearms are not permitted on club trips. Pets are not allowed in National Parks, otherwise refer  to Trip 
leader. 
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TRIPS AND EVENTS 
10 - 11 Jul Christmas in July           2010-036 

 

Trip Leader: Marj Jones 

Email: marjorie.jones@det.nsw.edu.au 

Phone: 0427 284 236 (m) 

Limit: unlimited 

Grade: 1 

Start: 8:15 AM 

Meeting Place: Uriarra Homestead 

Fuel: Full tank 

Description: A five-year old 'tradition' in the making! Great drives there and back, in 'easier' and 'harder' 
convoys. We stay overnight in bunkhouses in a converted low-security jail " Laurel Hill Forest 
Lodge" set in picturesque alpine grounds - see http://www.laurelhillforestlodge.com.au/index.htm. 
Our hosts provide warm scones and cream on arrival, a great 3-course Christmas dinner and a 
memorable breakfast to set us up for the trip home. Unspeakable games have been played into the 
early hours. A great social weekend with a choice of easy or harder drives there and back 

 

17 Jul - 14 Aug Uluru via the Simpson           2010-054 

 

Trip Leader: Peter Butterfield 

Email: Peter.Butterfield@home.netspeed.com.au 

Phone: 0417 480 856 (m) 

Limit: 4 vehicles 

Grade: 3 

Start: 8:00 AM 

Meeting Place: Barton Highway rest area near ACT-NSW border 

Fuel: The longest distance without fuel is approximately 550 kms between Birdsville and Mt Dare. Allow 
about 20-25 l/100 km in sand depending on the type of vehicle and sand conditions 

Maps: Hema Desert series 

Requirements: Completed Basic Driver Training, UHF radio, well maintained vehicle and extra fuel and water, for 
desert crossing. Other items to be taken to be discussed prior to leaving. 

Description: Travel to Broken Hill, Innamincka, Birdsville, Dalhousie Springs, Lambert's Centre, old Ghan line to 
Alice Springs, Finke Gorge, Kings Canyon, Uluru, Olgas then the highway to Coober Pedy and 
Woomera, finishing off with a couple of days in a South Australian wine district and then home. 

 The trip will be mostly bush camping with access to services every couple of days and the odd pub. 

Comments: Allow $110 for a South Australian Desert Parks Pass for the Simpson crossing 
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TRIPS AND EVENTS 
17 - 18 Jul Cowra Vintage and Classic           2010-057 

 

Trip Leader: Val Bland (contact Richard Brand) 

Email: richard.brand@webone.com.au 

Phone: 0418 568 358 (m) 

Limit: unlimited 

Start: 8:15 PM 

Meeting Place: Dickson, Woolworths carpark 

Fuel: At least half a tank at the start. 

Requirements: Morning tea plate to share on Sunday.  Book your own accommodation in Cowra (most will stay at 
the Town House Hotel Motel, telephone 02 6342 1055. 

Description: This promises to be a very social weekend with highlights including the Boorowa Bakery, lunch at 
the Town House in Cowra, a visit to the Lachlan Valley Railway, dinner and an Australiana Show at 
the Bowling Club. At 8:15 on Sunday we head for refreshments at the Wyangala Dam followed by 
a scenic drive via Woodstock, Binni Creek Road, the River Road to Billamari for a Christmas in 
July lunch at the Gooloogong Log Cabin. 

Comments: This event is organised by Val Bland of the Canberra Antique and Classic Motor Club (CACMC).  
ST4WDC bookings should be through the trips coordinator.  Payment of $63.50 per head covers 
lunch on Saturday and Sunday, the railway visit, plus Saturday dinner and show.  You can pay by 
direct debit. Make sure you state the trip number 2010-057 and payer. 

 

8 Aug New Member's Picnic           2010-061 

 

Trip Leader: Richard Brand 

Email: richard.brand@webone.com.au 

Phone: 0418 568 358 (m) 

Limit: 20 vehicles 

Grade: 1 

Start: 9:00 AM 

Meeting Place: McDonalds Car Park Queanbeyan 

Fuel: at least half full at start 

Requirements: UHF radios if possible - a few handhelds will be available for those without 

Description: A leisurely day visiting the Tallaganda area, including the historic Lowden Park logging camp with 
its working water wheel, steam-age relics and short forest walks. The Club will provide some 
barbeque fare for lunch. 

Comments: Bring you own morning and afternoon tea, and salads for lunch.  Old members are welcome too! 
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TRIPS AND EVENTS 
14 Aug - 4 Sep The Rock and Big Red           2010-058 

 

Trip Leader: Lindsay Jones 

Email: lejones@bigpond.com 

Phone: 02 6204 6360 (h); 0407 490 530 (m) 

Limit: 5 vehicles 

Grade: 3 

Start: 8:00 AM 

Meeting Place: Barton Highway rest area near ACT-NSW border 

Fuel: Full tank at start 

Maps: Hema Outback NSW, Flinders Ranges, Central Australia, The Red Centre 

Requirements: Basic driver training, recovery gear, UHF radio, good  off road tyres, well maintained and reliable 
vehicle, drinking water, and plenty of other gear discussed at trip meeting 

Description: Canberra to Uluru via Wilpena Pound and the Oodnadatta Track. Along the way visit Lake Eyre, 
Dalhousie Springs, Lambert Centre, Fink, Chambers Pillar, Uluru, Kings Canyon, West Macdonald 
Ranges  and East Macdonald rangers via Alice Springs. Return home via Birdsville, Innamincka 
and Cameron’s Corner 

Comments: Well maintained off-road camper trailers welcome 

 

20 - 22 Aug “Safe One” Basic Driver Training at Talooge Park           2010-
029 

 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Phone: 02 6251 1258 (h); 0428 623 458 (m) 

Limit: 20 vehicles 

Start: 7:30 PM 

Meeting Place: Bredbo Service Station 

Description: This is the Club’s official and accredited basic driver education course 
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TRIPS AND EVENTS 
27 - 29 Aug 4WD Adventure Show           2010-055 

 

Email: richard.brand@webone.com.au 

Phone: 0418 568 358 (m) 

Limit: unlimited 

Start: 9:00 AM 

Meeting Place: Sydney Dragway, Eastern Creek 

Description: This is a new annual show run by the Association of NSW and ACT 4WD Clubs, and based on our 
Queanbeyan 4WD Spectacular! A permanent test track and driver training facility is being set up at 
the Sydney Dragway.  See http://www.4wdadventureshow.com.au for more details or phone 1300 
908 669.  The Club has a limited allocation of tickets, which will be raffled.  Otherwise you can buy 
your own. 

Comments: Entry Tickets $10 per adults, accompanied children under 16 free, and Pension and Senior Card 
Holders $8 

 

28 - 29 Aug Freezing at Bendethra Caves           2010-043 

 

Trip Leader: Michael Patrick 

Email: michael.patrick2@bigpond.com 

Phone: 0412 377 941 (m) 

Limit: 8 vehicles 

Grade: 3 

Start: 8:30 AM 

Meeting Place: McDonalds Car Park Queanbeyan 

Fuel: Full tank 

Description: This will be a cold trip, temperatures will drop into the low minus so rug up warm and bring a good 
sleeping bag. Bendethra valley is great in winter, crisp and dry. The plan is to travel via Araluen 
and have morning tea at Dry Creek. From here will travel via Merricumbene fire trail. This track can 
be quite rutted and tricky in certain sections. We will depart Sunday midday and head out via 
Dampier fire trail and other tracks leading to Krawarree road. Parties may split up here to head to 
North Canberra. The rest will travel Snowball road into Tallaganda National Park and eventually 
reach Michelago 

 

29 Aug “Safe One” Basic Driver Training Course Follow-up Day          
 2010-030 

 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Phone: 02 6251 1258 (h); 0428 623 458 (m) 

Limit: 20 vehicles 

Start: 8:00 AM 

Description: This is day three of the basic driver education course on the 21st and 22nd August and MUST be 
attended before participating on any Club trips where the proposed route is expected to be at 
Grade 2 or above 
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TRIPS AND EVENTS 
 

25 - 27 Sep Hill End Historic Village           2010-047 

 

Trip Leader: Michael Patrick 

Email: michael.patrick2@bigpond.com 

Phone: 0412 377 941 (m) 

Limit: 8 vehicles 

Grade: 2 

Start: 8:30 AM 

Meeting Place: Federal Highway, Eagle Hawk car park 

Fuel: Full tank at start. Round trip approx 750kms. 

Maps: NSW South, NSW North, Hill End 

Requirements: Basic recovery kit. UHF radio. Standard camping gear, happy hour supplies 

Description: Hill End is a small country town, 360 km north of Canberra. The township is the remains of the gold 
rush era with a touch of the modern way of life but with the feel of the late 1800s. There is a lot to 
see so we will take a leisurely drive via Goulburn, Crookwell, Abercrombie, and Bathurst then to 
Hill End. There is heaps to do at Hill End so Sunday has been allocated as tourist day. Return trip 
will be via the same route but do a tour of the Abercrombie caves. 

 This a basic trip. The most challenging part will be the Bridal Track heading into Hill End. There are 
numerous camp sites along the Macquarie river so we will pick the closest available site to Hill 
End. Sorry, no camper trailers. 

 

16 - 17 Oct Bush Skills Weekend at Talooge           2010-062 

 

Trip Leader: Rosemary Orr 

Email: ROrr@moray.com.au 

Phone: 0414 568 358 (m) 

Limit: unlimited 

Grade: 1 

Start: 8:30 AM 

Meeting Place: Williamsdale 

Fuel: Full tank 

Description: Our Club members have an amazing range of skills they can impart! These range from bush 
welding using car batteries, through preserving food for long trips, damper cooking using camp 
ovens, to extracting survival water from vegetation, plus fixing tyres and navigating with and 
without GPS and lots more. We need attendees and especially contributors. 

Comments: Help wanted! 
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TRIPS AND EVENTS 
30 - 31 Oct River Crossing and Sand Driving           2010-056 

 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Email: richard.brand@webone.com.au 

Phone: 0418 568 358 (m) 

Limit: 20 vehicles 

Start: 8:00 AM 

Description: This is the Club's annual training course covering river crossings and sand driving 

 

12 - 14 Nov “Safe One” Basic Driver Training at Talooge Park           2010-
031 

 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Phone: 02 6251 1258 (h); 0428 623 458 (m) 

Limit: 20 vehicles 

Start: 7:30 PM 

Meeting Place: Bredbo Service Station 

Description: This is the Club’s official and accredited basic driver education course 

 

21 Nov “Safe One” Basic Driver Training Course Follow-up Day          
 2010-032 

 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Phone: 02 6251 1258 (h); 0428 623 458 (m) 

Limit: 20 vehicles 

Start: 8:00 AM 

Description: This is day three of the basic driver education course on the 13th and 14th November and MUST 
be attended before participating on any Club trips where the proposed route is expected to be at 
Grade 2 or above 
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TRIPS AND EVENTS 
22 - 24 Jan Victorian Mountain Magic           2011-001 

 

Trip Leader: Greg and Vickie Taylor 

Email: vickie.taylor@bigpond.com 

Phone: 02 6241 3547 (h) 

Limit: 6 vehicles 

Grade: 3 

Start: 8:30 PM 

Meeting Place: Williamsdale 

Fuel: Full tank – top up at Jindabyne (for alpine mix diesel) 

Maps: Hema 1/200,000 High Country Victoria, Hema 1/385,000 South East NSW, 1/25,000 maps of 
Thredbo, Suggan Buggan, Vic 1/25,000 Mt Cobberas, Tom Groggin and Biggara. 

Requirements: Basic driver training, basic recovery gear, UHF radio, good tyres, well maintained and reliable vehi-
cle which should have good ground clearance, camping gear including gas stove for cooking, food 
and water, happy hour and pot luck supplies. Bow saw/axe for track clearing, and a blind/tarp for 
water crossing. Tyre chains for steep mountain fire trails. 

Description: Travel to Jindabyne and top up fuel. Head down Barry Way for morning tea at Wallace Craigie 
lookout and magnificent views of the Snowy River, Willis and then turn up the Ingeegoodbee FT to 
McFarlane Flat and the Cobberas, Playgrounds and our first night camp at Limestone Creek or 
Native Dog Flat. Limestone Rd/trail to the Poplars (McCarthy’s), Buckwong Hut and on to Mt Hope, 
Mt Anderson, Mt Gibbo with second camp at Wheelers Creek Hut. Mt Pinnibar via Mt Anderson, 
Tom Groggin for a dip (water crossing) in the Murray River and head for Canberra via Thredbo and 
Jindabyne. 

 This is the plan but we may deviate to camp at other locations depending on our progress each 
day. Many of the areas we are visiting have toilet facilities – but remember your shovel, toilet paper 
and good humor. Happy hour on Saturday and Pot Luck dinner on Sunday night. 

Club Clothing  
The Club clothing or a name badge can be ordered from Kathy Solomos at the monthly Meetings. 

Payment for any item is expected when ordering. 
     
    Jackets: $75:00 
    Shirts:  $37:50  
    Vests:     $47:50 
    Caps:    $15:00 
    Hats:       $15:00 
    Beanies:  $15:00 
    Name Badges: $12.00 
    Rugby Tops: $48:00 
 
    Kathy Solomos  0402 051 623 
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who hadn’t seen people camping before, so asked 
if they could take photos of this typical Australian 
scene.  We all had a good laugh as many photos 
were taken. 
 
After a  very cold and frosty night, a big breakfast 
under our belts, we set off to tackle the walks. Most 
of us headed off on the Kanangra rim walk enjoy-
ing panoramic views, with sheer drops, whilst Sen 
and Doonie took the waterfall walk.  One, who 
shall remain nameless, decided a drive to the coffee 
shop was a better idea.  The walks took a bit longer 
than anticipated, so we were later getting away for 
the trip home than Greg had intended.  We took a 
rat run through to Shooters Hill, then across to the 
Goulburn/Oberon Rd, before turning off into Aber-
crombie River National Park. This National Park is 
well worth a visit on its own, with great 4wd tracks 
providing steep ascents and descents through the 
gorges.  The intention was to drive through the 
park, but we ended up looping around the park, 
when locked gates hindered our progress, and re-
turned to the Goulburn/Oberon Rd. After airing up 
it was near 4.30pm when we got back on the black-
top and headed for home. 
 
We arrived home about 7pm after a great weekend 
with good company, having driven some nice 4WD 

tracks, and viewed some 
spectacular scenery.  
Thanks to Greg and Vicki 
for a well planned and 
enjoyable trip. 

We met at Eaglehawk service station on a bright 
clear sunny morning (much to the surprise of some 
who have come to expect inclement weather on 
Greg’s trips!!!), and set off on our adventure at 
8.30am.  We had an easy start to the trip with a 
blacktop run to Goulburn and on through Taralga.  
We turned on to the dirt at the road to Wombein 
Caves and enjoyed a nice run through the bush, 
along Fatigue Fire Trail with a promise of morning 
tea at 10.15 at Mt Werong camping area.  We did 
finally make it to Mt Werong, and morning tea, at 
11.15.  
 
After a well earned break we headed off to 
Kananga Walls via Banshea Forrest Rd, Kowmung 
Fire Trail, Dingo Dell and Uni Rover Trail.  After 
Dingo Dell we had a couple of water crossings, 
with one deep one up to the door sills, fortunately it 
didn’t give us any trouble.  Some of the tracks 
through this area were rutted and eroded, and so 

Walking the Kanangra Walls 
22-23 May Rick Holland 

Greg and Vicki  Trip Leader Patrol 
Rod and Leanne   Patrol 
Cristos and Lynne   Hilux 
Senerath and Doonie  Pathfinder 
Marj     Prado   
Michael     Prado 
Rick and Wendy   Pajero 
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The Southern Tablelands Four Wheel Drive Club conducts two-day weekend Driver   
Training exercises, with Follow-up Days on the Sundays, 1 week later.  

 
Purpose:  
To introduce new & old club members to vehicle equipment, daily maintenance, recov-
ery techniques & equipment, and in particular teach them the skills necessary to safely 
operate their 4WD in a variety of terrains. 
 
Meeting Time/Place:  
Service Station in Bredbo (right hand side of highway) no later than 7.30pm on the Fri-
day evening preceding the course. 
 
The Club’s Education Coordinator is Peter Reynolds,  
Tel  (h) 6251-1258 or  (m) 0428 623-458.  
 
PLEASE BOOK A PLACE ON ONE OF THESE COURSES WELL IN ADVANCE AND ALSO RING PETER 
ONE WEEK BEFORE THE COURSE TO CONFIRM ATTENDANCE!  
IF YOU DON’T, YOU WILL LOSE YOUR PLACE ON THE COURSE  
 
ONLY ONE DRIVER PER VEHICLE PER COURSE, THOUGH A SUPPORT CREW IS WELCOME. 
 
COURSES FOR 2010 WILL BE HELD ON 
 
20-21 MARCH   WITH FOLLOW-UP ON  28 MARCH 
15-16 MAY   WITH FOLLOW-UP ON  23 MAY 
21-22 AUGUST  WITH FOLLOW-UP ON  29 AUGUST 
13-14 NOVEMBER  WITH FOLLOW-UP ON  21 NOVEMBER 
 
WHAT TO BRING 
 

Yourself & family and a 4WD in good mechanical condition  
Camping gear for overnight stay  
Food and Cooking gear for 2 days  
Chairs to sit on in lessons and around the fire  
Recovery gear, if you have it, but not essential  
Garbage bags for all your rubbish to take home  
Notebook & pen  
Camera 
A full tank of fuel  
Torch  
Drinking water.  
UHF Radio (optional – talk to Peter) 
Front and Rear Recovery Points preferred. 
 
There is a large First Aid Kit at Talooge.  Also a large gas BBQ 

 
PLEASE DO NOT BRING PETS OR FIREARMS. 

“SAFE ONE” BASIC 4WD  
VEHICLE OPERATION COURSE   
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Advertising on this page is free to members but is restricted to 
 Two Months. Non-members will be charged $20 per advertisement 

for 5 lines for the same period.  

FOR SALE/WANTED/LOST/FOUND 

WANTED - Metal/Gold Detector Knowledgeable 
Members 
I would like to make contact with any members that 
have dabbled in or are experienced in using metal/
gold detectors. We would like to explore purchasing 
& using a metal/gold detector as part of our travels 
in remote areas of Oz. 
Any advice (what to buy, what not to buy, where to 
buy, etc) would be most appreciated. 
Jed Bartlett— di48@tpg.com.au or 0416 061 150  

Konig diamond pattern mud chains (Ice Breaker 
Type) to suit 31/265's tyres with 15" rims, only used 
3 times. 
$200 or consider straight swap for similar diamond 
pattern mud chains to fit 16" rims 
Snatch Hook set brand new, still in packaging  
$15. 
Paul Tolley - 0407 296 425 

Tyres – x 5 Dunlop AT22 Grand treks – 275 /65/
R17 – 40% tread  $300.00 the lot. 
1 x Continental tyre – Contitrac – 255/70/R16 – 
also a tie down point for a Nissan Navara  $100.00 
for both.  
Trundle draw to go under a ute tray 1800 x 750 x 

Mitsubishi Pajero 2004 NP GLX 3.8lt, Auto, 
Petrol, 142,500km, Rego 03/11, towbar, tinted 
windows. alloy wheels. Bullbar, dual battery, UHF, 
aux fuel tank, new HD shocks & springs, cargo 
barrier, rear drawers, fridge slide, roof rack, BFG 
AT’s. 
$22,500.  
Ph Rick 0412 335 962 

Warn 9000lb low mount winch, $1200.00  
GME TX3000 uhf radio only $125.00 
GME TX3200 uhf radio only $160.00  
Peter Butterfield 0417480856 

Red tubular bunk beds (2)  
Wooden slats, Ladder and top rail  
Can be used as separate beds or together 
Includes mattresses Fair condition $80   
Greg and Vickie Taylor  6241 3547 

1 BF Goodrich Tyre, 245/70R16, never used $100 
Warren Shardlow 0409321213 

Magellan GPS eXplorist XL 
Unlimited memory via SD card, USB High speed 
data port, built in Geocaching application, area cal-
culation and Australian maps.  Zooms to 5m topo 
contour lines. 
Includes eXplorist XL Traveller Value Pack: 
DiscoverAus Streets and Tracks Top Maps on 
512mb preloaded SD card, universal vehicle mount 
bracket, 12v power adaptor, USB power/data cable 
and user manual. 
This is also usable as a hand held GPS and it has a 
colour screen.  Compatible with OziEexplorer 
downloads and uploads from desktop computing. 
Complete with original packing. 
$480 (which is less than 50% of new price for GPS 
and Traveller Pack). 
Greg Taylor 6241 3547 

SupaRax Roof Rack Bars. Fully adjustable 
tradesman quality heavy duty, 1500mm long, in 
very good condition.  Will suit any large or me-
dium sized 4x4 or SUV with gutters.  Ideal for 
mounting ladders, roof basket, a bike or canoe rack 
or luggage basket/bin.  $90 

2001 Land Cruiser RV DieselConstant 4WD with 
live front axle 225,000kms, 5 speed manual, Ber-
rima Turbo, 8 Seater, Old Man Emu suspension, 
side steps, GXL rims with 2 new Cooper ST tyres 
and 2 50%, overhead console with UHF, Piranha 
dual battery system with Anderson plug, bull bar, 
tow bar, tinted windows, rear shelf system and 
cargo barrier. Registered until March 2011. Main-
tained by ACT Off Road.  Contact Peter 042 7766 
154 or 02 6242 0102. 
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