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General meetings are usually held at the Canberra Deakin Football Club, Grose St,  Deakin 
 at  7.30 pm on the second Tuesday of each month. 

 

Next General Meeting — 9 March 
 

Annual General Meeting 
and election of a new committee for 2010 

The deadline for material to be included in the next issue 
 of Southern Trails is the Friday following the General Meeting 

i.e.  12 March 2010  

This month’s magazine has been complied by Bob and Sylvia Allen and Richard Nipperess 
 

Cover photos this month by John and Val. Wiseman  



Page Page Page Page 2222    

PresidentPresidentPresidentPresident    
Rosemary Orr 
6241 0464       0414 568 358 
Email: president@st4wdc.org  
Vice PresidentVice PresidentVice PresidentVice President    
Marj Jones 
6284 3456     
Email: vpresident@st4wdc.org 
SecretarySecretarySecretarySecretary    
Jayne Hines 
0408 620 648 
Email: secretary@st4wdc.org 
TreasurerTreasurerTreasurerTreasurer    
Rick Holland 
6292 6537      0412 335 962 
Email: treasurer@st4wdc.org 
Past President,Past President,Past President,Past President,    
Peter Fenwick 

0406 379 913 
Email: ppresident@st4wdc.org  
Publications CoordinatorPublications CoordinatorPublications CoordinatorPublications Coordinator    
Bob Allen 
6291 1300     0408 638 942 
Email: publications@st4wdc.org 
Education CoordinatorEducation CoordinatorEducation CoordinatorEducation Coordinator    
Peter Reynolds 
6251 1258      0428 623 458  
Membership SecretaryMembership SecretaryMembership SecretaryMembership Secretary    
Jim Raleigh (Acting) 
6281 3102      0413 612 305  
Email: membership@st4wdc.org 
Events and Trips CoordinatorEvents and Trips CoordinatorEvents and Trips CoordinatorEvents and Trips Coordinator    
Richard Brand 

0418 568 358 
Email: trips@st4wdc.org 
Property CoordinatorProperty CoordinatorProperty CoordinatorProperty Coordinator    
John Kjar 
6287 7574    0432 737 440 
Email: property@st4wdc.org 
Public Relations CoordinatorPublic Relations CoordinatorPublic Relations CoordinatorPublic Relations Coordinator    
Mick Hines 
0438 603 123 
Email: public@st4wdc.org 
General MembersGeneral MembersGeneral MembersGeneral Members    
Rob Lejsek 
6161 7597    0409 307 533 
Email: rob@st4wdc.org 
Vivian Henderson 
0407 969 057 
Email: vivian@st4wdc.org 
Ian Goodacre 
0403 304 505 
Email: ian@st4wdc.org 
Oung Niennattrakul 
6259 0081     0407 549 429 
Email: oung@st4wdc.org 

SOUTHERN TABLELANDS FOUR WHEEL DRIVE CLUB INC. 

Directory 

General Meetings are held at the 

 Canberra Deakin Sports Club, Grose St, Deakin  
at 7.30pm on the second Tuesday of each month. 

 

General Meetings are a focal point of the Club where members can meet 
and get information about past and future Club activities. Meetings are 
structured with a minimum of formality. Meetings regularly feature talks 
from experts on topics of interest ranging from vehicle mechanics to bush 
lore. Reports on past trips are presented and new trips are announced. 
Visitors introduce themselves, there is a raffle with generous prizes and a 
coffee break for catching up with other members. Don’t forget to wear 
your name badge. 

Ideas for guest speakers are welcome. Contact Vivian Henderson if you 
know of someone who could make an interesting and topical presentation. 
Many members gather before and after the meeting to enjoy a meal or 
drink at the Canberra Deakin Sports Club. 

Talooge Park 
Talooge is the Club’s 600+ ha bush block in rugged country east of Bredbo. 
It is used for training and other club activities, and members are welcome 
there for private camping, recreation and the simple pleasure of enjoying 
the bush. Several areas have been set aside for basic bush camping. Some 
have firewood and long drop toilets, but no other services – no water, no 
electricity, no phone, very limited mobile phone coverage. Pets and the dis-
charging of firearms are not permitted on the property. Visitors should as-
sume that they are solely responsible for their own wellbeing and be con-
scious of the risks of fire, snakebite, etc. In an emergency, neighbours Mr 
Richie Southwell and his sons, can usually be contacted using UHF 
channel 18. 
Many details are on the Club’s website, and intending visitors should check 
there for current access details and other information. Committee members 
can advise regarding the combination locks securing the gates. 

Publications 
Website www.st4wdc.org.  The site is used to provide timely infor-
mation regarding Club activities and variations from previously an-
nounced plans. When visiting the site, always check the “What’s 
New” page for recent announcements and current news. Especially, 
check for any last minute variations to trips you are undertaking. 
 
Southern Trails is the ST4WD Club monthly magazine.  
Trip reports, and articles that are relevant to Club members are welcome, 
as are photographs and illustrations.  
Closing date for all material is the Friday following the monthly meeting. 
Send contributions to publications@st4wdc.org 
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Code of Ethics 
These are the rules of conduct that we should all observe when using our vehicles in the bush.  We should all 
take them to heart.  Image is a difficult thing to change!!  
1. Obey the laws and regulations for Recreational Vehicles that apply to public lands. 
2. Respect the cultural, heritage and environmental values of public/private land, by obeying restrictions that 
may apply. 
3. Respect our flora and fauna. Stop and look, but never disturb. 
4. Keep to formed vehicle tracks. 
5. Keep the environment clean. Carry your own, and any other, rubbish, out. 
6. Keep your vehicle mechanically sound and clean to reduce the environmental impact. 
7. Adopt minimal impact camping and driving practices. 
8. Seek permission before driving on private land. Do not disturb livestock or watering points, leave gates as 
found. 
9. Take adequate water, food, fuel, basic spares and a first aid kit on trips. In remote areas travel with another 
vehicle and have Royal Flying Doctor Service, or equivalent, in radio contact. 
10. Enjoy your recreation and respect the rights of others. 
11. Plan ahead and lodge trip details with a responsible person. 
12. Support four wheel driving as a responsible and legitimate family recreational activity. Consider joining an 
affiliated four wheel drive Club. 

Training for Driver Training Instructors 
Trainee Instructor, 
Assistant Instructor, 
Instructor, and 
Chief Instructor  
Visit the ST4WDC web page for full details which 
are expanded on in detail in the Driver Training Pol-
icy document located under the Training menu tab. 
 
Partners are encouraged to undertake the Basic 
Driver Education course, and any of the other courses 
offered from time to time. Unfortunately couples can-
not undertake the course at the same time as only one 
driver per vehicle can be instructed during a training 
course.  Training of a member’s child is subject to 
approval by Club management and only when spare 
places are available. Couples may attend the Naviga-
tion, Map Reading  & GPS courses. 

Training 

The Southern Tablelands Four Wheel Drive Club is 
devoted to providing the best driver training possi-
ble.  The Driver Training Team provides a range of 
courses throughout the year. Students are assigned 
an instructor over the period of the course. The 1:1 
instructor/student ratio ensures maximum transfer of 
skills and experience. 
The current courses are: 
Main Courses   
Basic Driver Training, 
Very Difficult Terrain, and 
Advanced Recovery (for Grade 4 and 5) 
   
Supplementary Courses 
Water Crossing, 
Sand Driving, 
Practical Map Reading, 
Navigation, 
Route Planning, 
GPS, and  
Other specific training relating to Club activities 
such as camper trailers etc may also be introduced.. 
 

 

A special offer to travelers  -  Sewing Machine - medium/heavy duty - available for short term loan.   
I have custody of a medium duty Singer sewing machine that is ideal for all those small canvas repair jobs or to 
create new tent peg bags, tool rolls, billy can bags, camp oven bags, etc. How far does your creative imagination 
go? The machine will handle up to three layers of medium weight canvas and uses very strong upholstery weight 
nylon thread that is great for reasonably heavy jobs. 

 Don 02 6161 1880. 0408 649 732 
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Rosemary’s Ramblings 
Rosemary Orr 

 

PROMO!!  What a weekend - rain, flooding, mud and 
more mud.  But let me start at the beginning. 
 
On Thursday morning Ian Goodacre and I did a quick 
trip to Talooge to pick up further items needed for our 
Promo weekend.  What a joy – Talooge is looking a 
picture.  There had been heaps of rain, the creek was 
running, the grass was green and the trees were washed 
clean and showing a lot of new growth.  So now is the 
time to visit and camp and enjoy a totally relaxing time 
after the pace of Promo.  So go and enjoy!! 
 
Once we returned to Canberra it was out to the Show-
ground to assist with the preparations.  There was a lot 
of activity on Thursday afternoon with the finishing 
touches being put to the test track, tents being put up 
and many more jobs being finalised. 
 
On Friday things really started to buzz.  Exhibitors 
started to arrive, Club members started working on 
their respective tents, plants arrived, hay bales arrived 
and much, much more.  It was hot and humid and by 
late afternoon our Club tent had been completed and 
was looking great and everyone was looking forward to 

a cold beer and some socialising.  A great barbeque 
dinner was provided by those on the catering team - 
wonderful not to have to cook after a full days work. 
 
Many Club members camped at the showground for the 
weekend and after retiring for the night we heard the 
drumming of very steady and heavy rain.  We woke to 
light rain and the showground was not too bad.  Small 
amounts of hay were placed on the muddy areas and 
the show was open for business.  And boy, did we do a 
roaring trade on Saturday morning.  I am sure everyone 
had heard the weather forecast for the rest of the   

weekend and took advantage of the fine weather 
while it lasted.   It only lasted until about 1.00pm 
and down it came – but people still stayed – demon-
strations continued and the test track kept going.  
Then it happened, there was water everywhere, the 
test track was closed and tents became full of water. 

Out came the volunteers to dig trenches to divert the 
water, the SES (already on site) started pumping 
water out of the deepest holes.  Still those people 
who were on the showground stayed until they had 
seen all and then they headed home. 
 
There was a wonderful dinner on Saturday night for 
both exhibitors and club members.  What a feast and 
what a great time to catch up on those people you 
only see every two years.  There was as much talk-
ing as eating and drinking.  Once dinner was over it 
was up to the big shed to listen to bush poetry and 
music.  Yours truly piked and headed home to sleep 
in her warm and dry bed.  I must really be showing 
my age!! 
 
Still more rain overnight – so on the way to the 
showground on Sunday morning a quick trip to  
Bunnings to purchase some Wellington boots.  The 
only way to go!  My role on Sunday was to make 

Preparing the Club tent 

The right attitude helped a lot in the rain 
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announcements and to wander amongst the        
exhibitors to talk to them about their products.   
So with umbrella, wellies and microphone I trudged 
through mud, and more mud and water – but the 

whole atmosphere was 
happy and upbeat.  There 
were people coming in 
the gate despite the rain, 
everyone was happy and 
smiling.  I guess they all 
knew that we needed the 
rain desperately. 
 
But in the end the com-
mittee decided to close 
the show early at 1.00pm 
(after which the sun 
came out).  Then we 
commenced the cleanup 
– with many of the 
camper trailers having to 
be towed out by club ve-
hicles so that they could 
be loaded onto trailers on 
dryer ground. 
 

What a great show.  In the face of great difficulties the 
Promo Committee did a wonderful job.  Members 
from all clubs just pitched in and did what had to be 
done despite the wet conditions.  Everyone pulled to-
gether to make the best of a difficult situation. 
 
My thanks to everyone – if you name names you    
always miss out on someone, but everyone who came 
to help really worked over the weekend.   
 
You know who you are.  To the members who put up 
our Club tent – it looked great, just unfortunate it was 
located in a swamp.  To our catering team at our tent 
who provided sandwiches, fruit and drinks under diffi-
cult circumstances. To all those who worked on the 
test track and kept it going as long as possible.  To the 
drivers and to our demo team and to all those others 
who worked on gates, parking and just did what had to 
be done.  PAT YOURSELVES ON THE BACK – A 
BIG THANK YOU TO ALL!! 
 
Don’t forget our AGM at the March meeting. 
 
See you all there. 
 
Rosemary 

 

 

That’s all for 2010 folks 

Another Club member with the right 
attitude 
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Talooge topics 
John Kjar 

In this month’s Talooge Topics I would like to remind 
members of the wonderful facility we have at Talooge, 
report on some of the progress made in the last year 
and discuss some of the major issues we will need to 
work on over the next 12 months. 
 
Bob Allen, Don Wiltshire and I recently visited Wil-
lowglen, a 300 acre property owned by the Sydney 
branch of the Toyota Land Cruiser Club and we were 
shown around by their Vice-President and Property 
Manager.  We were impressed by what we saw – driv-
ing tracks (including the Challenge tracks), extensive 
camping areas, secure storage areas, a spacious en-
closed dining/meeting area and new toilets and     
showers.  For a club of 800 members it was impressive.   
 
But what impressed me the most was that Talooge 
compares very well with what we saw at Willowglen.  
Our members are able to, and indeed are encouraged to 
use Talooge all year round.  We have a diverse range of 
driving tracks from easy to challenging, well marked 
and mapped.  As well as being used for the Club’s Safe 
One Basic driving training program during 2009 we 
were also able to host the Advanced Driver Training 
course as well as a chainsaw training course. Our 
camping areas can accommodate large numbers of 

campers and campervans in camping environments 
ranging from the secluded to the spacious, all with 
good outlook and views, sheltered to open, flat to 
slight inclines, with ready access to the training and 
equipment sheds, shelter areas and toilets.  We have 
much to be thankful for and proud of, and we have 
only recently started to develop this valuable asset. 
 
Much of the work carried out during the past 12 

months has been directed towards improving 
our existing facilities.  We constructed our 
first set of Grade 4 and 5 tracks (only for the 
serious 4-wheel-driver).  We have nearly 
completed development of a new campsite 
area adjacent to Thurbon Flat, and enhanced 
the shelter on Thurbon Flat with new seating 
and a fire pit.  We have installed a concrete 
floor, shelving and a mezzanine storage area 
in the big equipment shed and paved the floor 
of another shed.  We have made improve-
ments to the kitchen area and completed a 
major clean up and fire hazard operation.  
And the regular mowing and spraying of 

Calendar of events at Talooge 
Please advise any additions or corrections by E-mail to Property@st4wdc.org 
From To  Activity          Contact      On 
20 Mar 21 Mar Safe One Driver Training        Peter Reynolds     6251 1258  
10 Apr 11 Apr Working Bee         John Kjar       6287 7574 
10 Apr 11 Apr Meet the Committee               Richard Brand       0418 568 358 
15 May 16 May Safe One Driver Training        Peter Reynolds     6251 1258 
21 Aug 22Aug Safe One Driver Training        Peter Reynolds     6251 1258 
13 Nov 14 Nov Safe One Driver Training        Peter Reynolds     6251 1258 

Christening the new fire pit at 
Thurbon Flat 

A team effort  makes it happen at Talooge 
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Home Paddock/Thurbon Flat appears to be effective 
in controlling the serrated tussock and verbascum. 
 
The large fire in December which started at Miche-
lago and headed south and east towards Talooge and 
Jerangle raised everyone’s awareness of the fire risk 
and the need to take actions to manage that risk.  One 
of the priorities for the Club this year will be to fur-
ther reduce the fuel load near the DTU area and work 
with the Jerangle Bush Fire Brigade to complete (and 
implement) an improved bush fire plan.  The Jerangle 
Bush Fire Service are also planning a major hazard 
reduction burn in the Talooge area, including parts of 
Talooge during 2010. 

 
Another priority will be to make arrangements with 
our neighbours to ensure we can always access      
Talooge – at present we rely on their good nature to 
allow us to pass through their properties along both 

the Strike-a-Light fire trail and 
Rayners fire trail.  This has 
been an ongoing task since the 
property was purchased in 
2004 and we are hopeful of 
significant progress this year.  
This issue is increasing in im-
portance as several properties 
near Talooge were sold to new 
landholders during 2009. 
 
A third priority area is to con-
tinue to enhance the facilities 
at Talooge including the devel-
opment of new driving tracks, 
improvement to the camping 
areas, control the problems 
caused by feral goats, upgrade 

our fences and improve the toilet and shower facili-
ties.  We would also like to make progress on re-
cording the interesting history of Talooge and    
adjacent areas, and develop a wider range of       
activities that can be carried out at Talooge includ-
ing bush walks and nature trails. 
 
Many Club members have already generously pro-
vided their time and expertise at working bees and 
planning meetings to bring Talooge to its present 
position.  In particular I would like to thank the 
members of the External Relations working group 
headed by Jim Raleigh, the Campsites group headed 

by Bob Allen, 
members of the 
Buildings group, 
the Land Care 
group headed by 
Graeme Kruse as 
well as Don 
Wiltshire, Adrian 
Gallman, Ian 
Goodacre, Harry 
Miller, Rob Tiele 
and Peter 
Butterfield for 
their support and 
assistance during 
2009.   
 
With the tasks 
planned for 2010 
as outlined above 

we will need brains, brawn and several soft touches 
- all offers of assistance or ideas and comments will 
be most welcome.  

A working bee at Talooge - the helicopter is another story 

Getting down and into it at Talooge 
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 Events and Trips 
Richard Brand 

Per Ardua Ad Astra 
This is not an ad for another Holden, but the motto of 
the Royal Air Force seems an appropriate epithet for 
this year’s 4WD Spectacular – “through adversity to 
the stars”.  The stars turned out to be all of us, and to 
my mind the Show was a triumph despite the devasta-
tion caused by over 100-mm of rain. 
 
This article is just some personal comments, mainly 
about the test track where I played a very minor role 
helping our stars, Marj Jones and Rob Tiele.  Rob’s 
design for the track was superb.  Instead of the single 
loop we have had in the past, Rob designed for two 
navigations of a very tight circuit.  Moreover, there 
was a soft-road track which ran counter to the main 
track at one end.  Very spectacular.  During practice, 
there were no issues with the complex four-way cross-
over in the middle because there was enough track to 
keep the vehicles well spaced out. 
 
Rob even designed and built a log bridge to keep vehi-
cles high above the ferocious inflatable crocodile 
which inhabited a rocky part of the country. 
 
Years ago, we constructed the biggest mounds using 
crusher dust, which had to be continually watered and 
driven on for three weeks to compact.  The last few 
shows have used dirt mounds and our major sponsor, 
Tim Gardiner from Summiitt Earthworks and his team, 
have become adept at building them using their exca-
vators, bob cats and trucks.  We have always used dirt 
for the berms – the raised banks at corners where side 
angles can get to 30-degrees. 
 
Rob decided not to use the sleepers that in the past 
have been so hard to set up, and even 
harder to remove, with their 600-mm 
spikes and chairs.  Instead he went for 
much more realistic situations – for 
example, a long, deeply rutted section 
with a simulated washout and a tricky 
angled crossing of a ridge designed to 
lift opposite wheels.  A few years ago 
this would have stopped all unmodified 
vehicles unless there was sufficient 
momentum to carry them through. 
 
We have always had sections of offset 
mounds to demonstrate wheel travel 
and traction control.  Previously these 
have been part-excavated and part-   

elevated but this time they were elevated.  It is a 
measure of how much vehicles have improved with 
electronic traction aids that almost all vehicles now 
take these obstacles in their stride. 
 
Shock and awe 
After loading, the first experience passengers get in 
the traditional 4WDs is tackling the big mound.  For 
somebody who has not done this sort of stuff before, it 
is amazing to have the windscreen full of nothing but 
sky, then a great view of the Show followed by a nose
-stand descent which looks like piercing the ground. 
 
The plan for the soft-roaders was to avoid traversing 
the big mound but to travel down one side of it.  I 
mean this quite literally – a 20-m drive at a 30-degree 
side angle, hidden from most spectators and hopefully 
coming as a big surprise for the passengers. 
 
Overall the test track took over 700 tonnes of dirt and 
170-tonnes of rock and was in good basic shape three 
weeks before the Show, but rain a week before the 
start meant it was not driven very much.  With the 
forecast looking bad, Tim brought in lots of aggregate 
which was primarily used to cap the big mound to 
give it some weather protection.  The leftover found 
its way into a myriad of sandbags during the Show.  
Friday evening practice worked really well. 
 
Showtime 
Saturday was initially wet.  We started with the most 
capable vehicles and let the tyre pressures down to 20-
psi or so.  I drove for the first session and the standard 
road tyres very quickly became slicks as they filled 
with the heavy showground clay which underlies the 

The test track held up well on Saturday morning…. 
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surface.  The patches between the mounds became 
churned quite early, with lots of slip-sliding around.  
Then one vehicle got slightly off-line on the offset 
mounds, which had well-compacted flat crowns but 
softer sides, and sat down on its haunches.  I was able 
to observe the first un-scheduled snatch recovery of a 
test track vehicle from a vantage point on top of the 
highest mound.  After that the raised sections were 
coping although lots of helpers moved lots of rock to 
help stabilise surfaces, mainly round the offset 
mounds.   

At one point I had sequential passengers who had 
come a long way just for the Show.  Both were called 
Craig and one was from Wagga Wagga while the 
other was from Narrandera,  a round-trip distance of 
500-kms.  This demonstrates the reach achieved by 
our publicity star of the show, Mick Hines.   
 
Amazingly Mick’s publicity did the trick locally and 
the hard-core crowds poured in despite the weather.  
The exhibitors could not believe it – they reckon if it 

is wet in Sydney or Melbourne, nobody shows up.  
Yet ARB said they sold as much by 2:00pm on Satur-
day as they did for the whole of the last show in 2008. 
 
Back on the test track, the rain was really starting to 
take hold.  Unless drivers were quite precise over the 
offset mounds, a vehicle could slide over the edge and 
get hung up.  After three did this in the space of 15 
minutes, Marj sensibly closed the track.  Ironically, it 
was the simple offset mounds that proved most diffi-
cult.  Remember these were not excavated as in previ-

ous years.  The rest of the raised track, 
including the major mounds, the berms 
and even the rutted V section, stood up 
very well indeed. 
 
Rain 
By the afternoon the rain was incessant 
and ground water started to build.  The 
constructors of the Queanbeyan Show-
ground have thoughtfully protected many 
of their drainage points from minor flood-
ing by locating them slightly above the 
prevailing ground level.  Water was soon 
running into the test track from the school 
across the road, then towards the club 
tents.  By late afternoon these were quite 

deep in mud and water, despite sand bags stopping 
test track water flowing out, and additional protection.  
Lots of canals were dug but in the main show ground 
most exhibitors were coping with minor flooding.  
Ironically, only the canoe exhibit was on dry land. 
 
Sunday was even worse.  One end of the test track 
became a picturesque lake with just a few islands pok-
ing out.  Water ran freely though the tents but amaz-
ingly we still had the car park full of visitors!  Then at 
lunchtime, superstar Jenny Collins pulled the plug – a 

hard decision but the right one 
because of the churned state of 
the showground.  Locals tell me 
this was the heaviest rain event 
they can remember for thirty 
years.  Roads out of Queanbeyan 
were cut and the SES were called 
out in force. 
 
Our big mounds took 100-mm 
without slumping – a credit to 
Tim and his expertise. 
 

See you down the track 

 

Richard 

..but it was looking a bit greasy by Saturday afternoon 

Only bridges, pontoons, car ferries and ducks could cope 
with this much water 
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Membership Matters 
Jim  Raleigh 

 

At the time of writing (21 February) our total Member-
ship is 247 although this still includes 34 ‘2009’ Mem-
bers who failed to renew their membership for this 
year by the end of the February Meeting.  Unless they 
renew by 1 March, those members will be considered 
un-financial and will not be receiving further editions 
of Southern Trails.  Total Membership including Part-
ners and Family Members is 441. 
 
New Members 
So far this year has been a bonanza in terms of new 
members.  This month we welcome: 
 
Owner Members 
John & Marilyn Nothdurft                 Mitsubishi Triton 
Jim & Jane Anderson                         Holden Rodeo 
Jamie & Vanessa Ericson                   Kia Sportage 
Elise Herrald-Woods                          Suzuki Jimny 
Marc Van Dyk & Aggie Zubowicz    Toyota Prado 
Matt Jordan                                         Nissan Navara 
Stephen Smith                                    Mitsubishi Pajero 
Associate Member 
Mathew Buttriss  
 
This brings the total of New Members for 2010 to 24 
with yet another Owner Member application still 
awaiting approval by the Committee.  
 
Historical Records 
One of the useful features of the new Membership  
Database is that we have the ability to maintain       
historical records, an area which has been partially  
neglected in the past.  Some effort was devoted to   
trying to trace former Presidents for the 30th             
anniversary celebrations in 2006 with some success, 
and we would like to maintain contact with as many as 
possible.  The list is currently understood to be: 
 
Year(s) Name 
1976-78 Roy Worth     
1979               J Kelley 
1980 L Chapman 
1981 Roy Worth 
1982 Tony Fleming 
1983-85 Peter Greenwood 
1986 Chris Nash 
1987-88 David Chaplin 
1989-90 Geoffrey Appleby  
1991 Romas Miniotas  
1992 Peter Sealey  

1993 Mark Adamson 
1994 Graham McKenzie 
1995-2001 Neil Telfer 
2002 Tony Stewart-Smith 
2003-05 Richard Brand 
2006-07 Peter Fenwick 
2008-09 Rosemary Orr 
 
In the 5 cases (in bold) although the names are known 
I am keenly seeking further contact details.  Any con-
tribution that readers can make towards filling the 
gaps with names of partners, home addresses, phone 
numbers and/or email addresses would be appreciated. 

 
Similarly, I would like to fill a lot of gaps in the     
records relating to service on the Committee.  To this 
end I would greatly appreciate any member who 
served on the Committee prior to 2005 letting me 
know the position they held and in what years.  Any 
old lists of Committee Membership would be         
particularly valuable.  Any information you may be 
able to contribute can be sent to Member-
ship@ST4WDC.org or handed to me at the next 
meeting.   
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Publications 
Bob Allen 

 

This will be our last magazine for a while – I have 
not nominated for the Publications Coordinator posi-
tion for 2010, because as previously noted, Sylvia 
and I intend to get out on the track this year and ex-
plore those places we have been reading about for too 
long.   
 
It has been a very rewarding experience over the last 
12 months editing the magazine and yes, it takes a bit 
of time and effort – but editors can’t work without 
contributions.  So, thanks very much to all of those 
trip reporters, technical writers, tellers of traveller’s 
tales, golden oldies, class of 96ers, volunteer photog-
raphers and regular columnists - Rosemary Orr, John 
Kjar, Richard Brand, and lately Jim Raleigh.  The 
Magazine would not work without your valued and 
essential inputs.   
 
Also, many thanks to John and Val Wiseman – they  
devised the excellent format for Southern Trails that 

we have maintained and also gave freely of their time to 
ensure that Sylvia and I were able to take over the 
Magazine in April 2008 feeling reasonably competent. 
 
The really good news is that I am confident (I would 
like to be as confident about winning Lotto) that a new 
editor will emerge from the March AGM to edit and 
produce Southern Trails.   So the Magazine will con-
tinue in 2010 and continue to play its role in telling you 
what is happening with your Club, where members have 
been travelling and most importantly, how you can par-
ticipate in Club trips to all parts of Australia. 
 
Please continue to support Southern Trails.  If you have 
a story about 4Wheel driving, a special trip you have 
completed, a technical tip, or interesting photos you 
have taken, don’t hesitate - send them to publica-
tions@st4wdc.org or give them to the editor at a Club 
meeting.  
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ABOUT TRIPS 
TRIP GRADING 
For trips in the club’s calendar a grading system of levels 1 to 5 is used to assist members in deciding which 
trips they would most enjoy and which grade suits the driver’s level of skill and experience. This system of 
grading is a guide only. The grade assigned to a trip may change due to weather conditions, and the trip leader 
should be consulted in such circumstances. The trip leader has the right to deny a request from a driver who is 
considered not to have the necessary level of skill in 4Wdriving,or whose vehicle is deemed inadequate. 
 
*GRADE 1: very easy with little, if any 4wdriving involved; will usually consist of a scenic tour 

or a trip to camp. No 4WD skills are needed. 
 
*GRADE 2: a relatively moderate 4WD trip with winching and/or towing unlikely. Moderate 

level of 4WD skills needed, as well as completion of Basic Driver Education Course. 
 
*GRADE 3: a medium 4WD trip which requires cautious driving; winching should not be re-

quired. Good level of 4WD skills needed, as well as completion of Basic Driver Edu-
cation Course. 

 
*GRADE 4: a moderately difficult 4WD trip with some winching and/or towing almost a cer-

tainty. High level of 4WD skills needed, as well as completion of both the Basic and 
Advanced Driver Education Courses. 

 
*GRADE 5: an extremely difficult 4WD trip. Participants must be experienced at traveling over 

difficult terrain. Winching and/or towing will definitely be required and participants 
must have all their own recovery equipment. Skill levels the same as Grade 4. 

 
DRIVER EXPERIENCE 
Conditions on some trips at Grade 3 and above may prove too difficult for inexperienced drivers. 
Please advise the trip leader of the level of skill, and vehicle equipment when signing up for such a 
trip. Members must have attended the ‘Safe-One’ Basic Vehicle Operation Course before driving on a 
Club trip above the Grade 1 level, unless they have satisfied the Club’s Education Coordinator that 
they have the necessary experience.  
 
TRIP PLANNING  
If you are planning a Trip or Social Event for the Club contact the Club Trips Co-ordinator, preferably at least 
two months in advance of your chosen dates. This will allow time to give your event a ‘good plug’ in the 
Southern Trails, and it helps to avoid clashes with other people’s plans. However, if a good event opportunity 
comes up at short notice our rules are sufficiently flexible to enable a quick approval.   Club policy requires 
that a Club event shall be publicised in the Club magazine, or at a General Meeting of the Club, or on the 
Club’s website in order for it to be considered a formal Club event and so be covered for the purposes of insur-
ance, subsidies and so forth. 
 
For a trip using tracks that are not public roads it is Club policy to confirm with the appropriate authorities that 
access is permitted on the chosen dates. This includes National Parks, State Forests as well as private property. 
 
CB RADIOS 
The Club strongly recommends that a UHF radio be carried to facilitate convoy procedures.  UHF channel 14 
is used as the standard channel for trips. 
 
FIREARMS & PETS 
Firearms are not permitted on club trips. Pets are not allowed in National Parks, otherwise refer  to Trip leader. 
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TRIPS AND EVENTS 
6 - 14 Mar  National Autumn Balloon Spectacular          (2010-034) 

Trip Leader: Catherine Panich 

Email: capan@homemail.com.au 

Phone: 0412 866 375 (m) 

Vehicles: Unlimited 

Grade: 1 

Description: The Club has been asked to provide crew support for the National Autumn Balloon Spectacular!  For 
many members, this is the best time of the year, with glorious mornings and spectacular sights around 
the city and the lake.  Crewing for part or all the event means early starts to assist pilots set up, follow 
and retrieve their balloons.  Many people do this before heading off to work, but it is more relaxing to 
join in the social events or just hang out with the pilots.  Consider booking your holidays to coincide 
with this event. 

Comments: Full details will be provided as they become available. 

 

6 - 8 Mar  Yerranderie & Kanangra Walls          (2010-040) 

Trip Leader: Greg and Vickie Taylor 

Email: vickie.taylor@bigpond.com 

Phone: 6241 3547 (h); 0411 281 087 (m) 

Vehicles: 6 

Grade: 3 

Start: 08:30 

Departure: Car park behind Shell Service Station, Federal Highway, Mitchell 

Maps: Richlands 1:25000 

 Mt Armstrong 

 Bindook 

 Yerranderie 

Requirements: Basic driver training, basic recovery gear, UHF radio, good tyres, well maintained and reliable vehicle, 
camping gear including gas stove for cooking, food and water, happy hour and pot luck dinner sup-
plies.  Bowsaw and axe for track clearing.  Tyre chains useful for steep mountain fire trails 

Description: Yerranderie Township is a privately owned historic township and wildlife sanctuary within a large    
volcanic (extinct) crater in the Blue Mountains National Park. It is 44kms west of Camden and on the 
opposite side of the Burragorang Valley. The camping area is within the village precincts and has 
showers and a flush toilet. Onsite firewood supplied by the caretaker. For a small fee a fascinating 
walking tour of the village can be arranged with the caretaker on arrival. For the more active and ener-
getic there is a walking track up to the peak of the volcanic core with its stunning views.  The trip will 
also take in Kanangra Walls. 

Comments: Deposit of approx $6/adult may be required to confirm campsite booking. 

 

 

9 Mar  Annual General Meeting          (2010-003) 

Start: 19:30 
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TRIPS AND EVENTS 
 

20 - 21 Mar  “Safe One” Basic Driver Training at Talooge Park        (2010-025) 

 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Phone: 6251 1258 (h); 0428 623 458 (m) 

Start: 08:00 

Departure: Bredbo Service Station 

Description: This is the Club’s official and accredited basic driver education course 

 

 

26 - 27 Mar  Inward Bound - Support          (2010-019) 

Trip Leader: Rosemary Orr 

Email: president@st4wdc.org 

Phone: 0414 568 358 (m) 

Start: 18:00 

Description: The Australian National University has an Interhall Sports Committee, whose biggest event is a      
grueling Inward Bound event.  They have asked us to become involved in providing support vehicles to 
escort buses to drop-off points and retrieve exhausted competitors.  The event finishes around 8PM on 
Saturday. 

 

26 - 28 Mar  Water Sports at Honeymoon Bay, Jervis Bay          (2010-023) 

Trip Leader: Catherine Panich and Peter Fenwick 

Email: capan@homemail.com.au 

Phone: 0412 866 375 (m) 

Vehicles: 8 

Grade: 1 

Start: 16:30 

Departure: McDonalds Car Park Queanbeyan 

Requirements: Trailers and boats welcome. Basic driver training unnecessary. Bring UHF CB radio, food, water and 
camping and water sport gear for the weekend. The bush camp is roomy with toilets, no showers, 
plenty of shade, sandy underfoot. 

Description: Travel the Nerriga Rd heading towards Nowra. This is a good all weather dirt road which is rapidly 
being sealed. All going well we should arrive at Honeymoon Bay on Point Perpendicular with enough 
daylight to set up camp. We will drive straight through with no stop at Braidwood, so take munchies to 
keep you going until 7pm. Point Perpendicular is a Defence Force area and camping is limited to   
Friday and Saturday nights and school holidays. We will be checked in and out so make sure your 
‘security credentials’ are up to scratch!  Friday night - Pot luck dinner to get to know one another. Bring 
something pre cooked so we don’t eat too late.  Saturday will be a relaxing day; sleeping, eating, 
swimming, snorkeling, fishing, canoeing, water skiing. Bring your own equipment. Fisher folk must look 
after their own licences. Check the NET for fishing restrictions etc. The light house makes an interest-
ing visit but it may be a bit early for whale watching.  Sunday after more relaxing we will head for home 
mid afternoon. Some of the group may wish to leave earlier to visit Nowra or other parts of Jervis Bay 
on the way home 
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TRIPS AND EVENTS 
27 Mar  South Coast Forests Day Trip          (2010-042) 

Note: New since February magazine 

Trip Leader: Ian Goodacre and Ben 

Email: newtricks@bigpond.com 

Phone: 6291 0455 (h);  0403 304 505 (m) 

Vehicles: 6 

Grade: 3 

Start: 08:00 

Departure: Monaro Highway, Williamsdale (opp. Service station) 

Maps: The South Coast Forest Map in 1:150,000 scale produced by NSW DPI Communications Division.  
Available from any good camping store 

Requirements: Basic driver training, recovery gear, good tyres, UHF CB radio, well-maintained and reliable vehicle, 
food and water for the day 

Description: This is a one day trip similar to previous one in September, 2009 but accessing more challenging, and 
possibly overgrown Fire Trails. The basic route will be Bredbo, Jerangle Rd., Peakview, Badja F/T, 
Belowra Valley, Wandello Rd., Peak Alone and Brassknocker F/T’s, Wadbilliga Rd., Two Rivers Plain, 
Cooma and Monaro Highway.  Return ETA 6.00pm. 
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 TRIPS AND EVENTS 
28 Mar  “Safe One” Basic Driver Training Course Follow-up Day          

(2010-026) 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Description: This is day three of the basic driver education course on the 20th and 21st March and MUST be     
attended before participating on any Club trips where the proposed route is expected to be at Grade 2 
or above 

2 - 5 Apr  Easter            

10 - 11 Apr  Meet The Committee at Talooge Park          (2010-020) 

Trip Leader: Richard Brand 

Email: trips@st4wdc.org 

Phone: 0418 568 358 (m) 

Vehicles: unlimited 

Grade: 1 

Start: 08:30 

Departure: Williamsdale 

Requirements: Basic recovery gear.  UHF radio.  Happy hour snacks.  Pot luck main course for dinner on Saturday. 

Description: A major club tradition is to welcome the new committee in some style.  On Saturday night there will be 
a formal black tie dinner, restaurant-style with maitre’d, candelabra, plus sumptuous desserts provided 
by the Club.  Only your top half needs to be black tie – shorts and thongs are fine down-under.  Please 
book as soon as possible so we can confirm dessert catering, and convoys.  Combine with the      
Working Bee if you are up to it. 

10 - 11 Apr  Working Bee at Talooge Park          (2010-037) 

Trip Leader: John Kjar 

Email: property@st4wdc.org 

Phone: 6287 7574 (h); 0432 737 440 (m) 

Vehicles: unlimited 

Grade: 1 

Start: 09:00 

Departure: Talooge Park 

Requirements: Plenty of enthusiasm and good humour.  Bring your gloves and chainsaw if you have one as it will get 
a good workout.  BYO own food and drinks – and the usual happy hour rituals will be observed. 

Description: Participants are welcome to lend a hand or two on Saturday and/or Sunday.  Subject to interest, we 
could arrange a tour of Talooge for interested participants on Sunday – visiting such exotic locations 
as Hole in the Wall, Bottle Shop, Honeymoon Bay, Devils Hole waterfall or even Dicks Folly.  Work 
activities will include wiring up a fence, some land care (spraying, staking, pruning, relocating some 
timber branches etc) and, most importantly, clearing timber from the area above the DTU sheds to 
reduce the fuel load in the event of a bush fire. 

14 - 15 Apr  Tantangara Trout Expedition          (2010-039) 

Trip Leader: Bob Allen 

Email: sylbob@velocitynet.com.au 

Phone: 6291 1300 (h);  0408 638 942 (m) 

Vehicles: 6 

Grade: 2 
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TRIPS AND EVENTS 
Start: 08:00 

Departure: Uriarra Homestead 

Requirements: Basic driver training, basic recovery gear, UHF, good tyres, well-maintained and reliable vehicle, 
camping gear if staying overnight, and NSW fishing licence and fishing gear if you want to fish. 

Description: This is a mid-week trip and could be done as a day trip for those not wanting to camp at Tantangara.  
Travel is via Brindabella Road, Broken Cart Trail, Long Plain Road and Port Philip Trail into Tantan-
gara Reservoir and Kosciusko NP.  Those who only want a day trip can exit to the Snowy Mountains 
Highway via Tantangara Road and return to Canberra.  This trip will depend on the weather and fire 
conditions.  Tantangara is an alpine region and people wishing to camp must be prepared for sudden 
cold weather 

 

18 Apr  Blue Waterholes          (2010-044) 

Note: New since February magazine 

Trip Leader: Michael Patrick 

Email: michael.patrick2@bigpond.com 

Phone: 0412 377 941 (m) 

Vehicles: 8 

Grade: 2 

Start: 08:00 

Departure: Uriarra Homestead 

Maps: Southern NSW 

Requirements: Basic driver training, basic recovery gear, UHF radio, Aeroguard (horse flies are big) food and drink 

Description:             Blue Waterholes is located in the Kosciuszko National Park and has excellent camping facilities. The    
plan is to head into the Brindies and turn onto Barnett’s road which leads to Broken Cart track. We will 
transit this track on to Long Plains Road.  Lunch will be at Blue Waterholes and time will be available 
for a small explore of the nearby caves. We will then head to Adaminaby and return to Canberra via 
the Yaouk valley and the Southern end of Namadgi National Park 

Comments: This is a very easy drive 

 

24 - 26 Apr  Anzac weekend - Autumn in Alpine National Park   (2010-045)         
Note: New since February magazine 

Trip Leader:              Greg and Vickie Taylor 

Email:                        vickie.taylor@bigpond.com 

Phone:                       h. 6241 3547 m. 0411 281 087 

Vehicles:                   6 

Grade:                       3 

Start:                          8:00 am  

Departure:                Williamsdale. 

Fuel:                           Full tank – top up of fill at Jindabyne - particularly diesels to get the cold temperature diesel mix.  

Maps:                         Hema 1/200,000 High Country Victoria, Hema 1/385,000 South East NSW  1/25 000 maps of 
Thredbo, Suggan Buggan, Vic 1/25 000 Mt Cobberas, Tom Groggin, Biggara. 

Requirements:         Basic driver training, basic recovery gear, UHF radio, good tyres, well maintained and reliable vehicle, 
camping gear including gas stove for cooking, food and water, happy hour and pot luck dinner sup-
plies.  Bowsaw and axe for track clearing and a blind/tarp may be necessary for water crossing.  Also, 
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TRIPS AND EVENTS 
in the event of rain, tyre chains are something you should consider carrying for steep mountain fire 
trails.  You should be prepared for all weather conditions including snow. 

 
Description:              We will travel to Jindabyne for a quick fuel and supply stop.  Off  to Tom Groggin and have morning 

tea.  Cross the Murray River and onto Davies Plain Track.  Visiting Davies Plain and Charlies Creek 
Huts then to McCarthy’s Track, Limestone Creek Track and Limestone Creek to camp.  Pot Luck din-
ner on the first night following Happy Hour. 

 
                                 Limestone Rd, Cobberas Trail past the Playgrounds to McFarlane Flat Track and the Ingeegoodbee 

Track.  We will camp on the second night along the Snowy River and have Happy Hour.  Nice easy 
drive home via Barry Way with magnificent views of the Snowy River stopping at Wallace Craigie 
Lookout and then Jindabyne.  Back to Canberra in time for chores before work on Tuesday!   

 
    This is the plan but we may deviate to camp at other locations depending on our progress each 

day.  Many of these tracks will be unsuitable/unsafe in wet weather.  Many of the locations and camp-
grounds we are visiting have toilet facilities – but, as usual bring your shovel and paper, good humour 
and camaraderie.     

8 - 9 May  Mystery Bay          (2010-035) 

Trip Leader: Marj Jones 

Email: marjorie.jones@det.nsw.edu.au 

Phone: 6284 3456 

Vehicles: unlimited 

Grade: 1 

Start: 08:30 

Departure: Williamsdale 

Requirements: Basic recovery gear.  UHF radio.  Happy hour snacks.  Off-road trailers welcome, preferably with tyres 
matching towing vehicle, and working brakes.  Canoe if you have one 

Description: Mystery Bay is one of the most beautiful spots on the South Coast, just a few kilometers from 
Narooma.  We stay in a primitive but delightful camping area for a small daily charge.  The camp area 
is huge, shaded by trees and close to beaches and fishing spots.  A nearby lagoon is ideal for canoes.  
The trip is suitable for off-road camping trailers.  Outbound convoy options will include a detour to the 
Cascades, and for the energetic, a walk to Turross Falls.  Home bound convoy options include a 
coastal return via Moruya and Araluen, or easy and harder 4WD inland trails.  If you forget happy hour 
supplies, Narooma is just a few minutes away.  It is also worth considering an extended stay 

Comments: Camping fees are $14 per site/night (2 adults) plus $5 per extra adult plus $1.20 per child between 5 
and 16 years old. 

8 May - 18 Jun  Trailer Trip Test to the Tip          (2010-041) 

Note: New since February magazine 

Trip Leader: Thommo and Julie Buttriss 

Email: bryan.buttriss@defence.gov.au 

Phone: 6254 6184 (h); 0428 280 406 (m) 

Vehicles: 6 

Grade: 3 

Start: 08:00 

Departure: Barton Hwy rest area ACT, NSW border 

Maps: Hema maps, Central and Western NSW, Western QLD, North QLD, Cape York 

Requirements: Basic driver training, recovery gear, UHF radio, good off road tyres, blind, well maintained and reliable 
vehicle and plenty of other gear discussed at trip meeting 
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TRIPS AND EVENTS 
Description: Heading west to Mutawintji National Park, then north via Innamincka, Mount Isa.  Then up to the tip via 

Karumba, Weipa to Punsand Bay.  Returning via central QLD, Stanthorpe to Grafton and inevitably 
home.  This is a further get to know our trailer trip or a get to know yours however if you have a tent 
you’re also welcome 

 

15 - 16 May  “Safe One” Basic Driver Training at Talooge Park           (2010-
027) 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Phone: 6251 1258 (h); 0428 623 458 (m) 

Start: 08:00 

Departure: Bredbo Service Station 

Description: This is the Club’s official and accredited basic driver education course 

22 May - 20 Jun  Trip to the Tip          (2010-038) 

Trip Leader: Dave Hay 

Email: dhay@pcug.org.au 

Phone: 6258 7310 (h) 

Vehicles: 7 

Grade: 3 

Requirements: Basic driver training, recovery gear, UHF, good tyres, well-maintained and reliable vehicle.  Must be 
self sufficient in all foods, water, fuel and camping equipment.  Deep water crossings expected. 

Description: A small convoy will leave Canberra travelling quickly inland to Mossman, just north of Cairns, via Light-
ning Ridge, Rockhampton and Charters Towers.  The trip proper starts at Mossman on 27th May,  
finishing at Normanton on  16th June, and covering a flexible itinery including Lakefield National Park, 
Coen, Lockhart River, Thursday Island and Weipa.  From Normanton, follow the leader on a fast black-
top run to Canberra, or make your own way back at your leisure 

 

23 May  “Safe One” Basic Driver Training Course Follow-up Day          
 (2010-028) 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Description: This is day three of the basic driver education course on the 15th and 16th May and MUST be at-
tended before participating on any Club trips where the proposed route is expected to be at Grade 2 or 
above 

12 - 14 Jun  Queen's Birthday long weekend            

 

10 - 11 Jul  Christmas in July          (2010-036) 

Email: marjorie.jones@det.nsw.edu.au 

Phone: 6284 3456 

Vehicles: unlimited 

Grade: 1 

Start: 08:15 

Departure: Uriarra Homestead 

Requirements: Well maintained vehicle, good tyres, water for the day, morning tea plus lunch for both days, and bring 
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TRIPS AND EVENTS 
happy hour nibbles and drinks for the evening. Bring your own bedding for the supplied bunks. 

Description: A five-year old 'tradition' in the making!  Great drives there and back, in 'easier' and 'harder' convoys.  
We stay overnight in bunkhouses in a converted low-security gaol "Laurel Hill Forest Lodge" set in pic-
turesque alpine grounds - see http://www.laurelhillforestlodge.com.au/index.htm.  Our hosts provide 
warm scones and cream on arrival,  a great 3-course Christmas dinner and a memorable breakfast to 
set us up for the trip home.  Unspeakable games have been played into the early hours.  A great social 
weekend with a choice of easy or harder drives there and back 

Comments: Costs $70 per person which is unbelievably cheap for accommodation, tea, dinner and breakfast.  
Please book as soon as possible so numbers can be locked down at the gaol! 

 

21 - 22 Aug  “Safe One” Basic Driver Training at Talooge Park          (2010-029) 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Phone: 6251 1258 (h); 0428 623 458 (m) 

Start: 08:00 

Departure: Bredbo Service Station 

Description: This is the Club’s official and accredited basic driver education course 

 

28 - 29 Aug  Freezing at Bendethra Caves          (2010-043) 

Note: New since February magazine, changed date since February meeting 

Trip Leader: Michael Patrick 

Email: michael.patrick2@bigpond.com 

Phone: 0412 377 941 (m) 

Vehicles: 8 

Grade: 3 

Start: 08:30 

Departure: McDonald's Car Park Queanbeyan 

Maps: Southern NSW, Araluen, Snowball, Bendethra 

Requirements: Basic driver training, basic recovery gear, good off-road tyres, UHF radio, well maintained reliable     
vehicle, cold weather camping gear, usual food and water rations for 2 days. A blind/tarp may be      
necessary for Dry Creek crossing 

Description: This will be a cold trip, temperatures will drop into the low minus so rug up warm and bring a good   
sleeping bag. Bendethra valley is great in winter, crisp and dry. The plan is to travel via Araluen and 
have morning tea at Dry Creek. From here will travel via Merricumbene fire trail. This track can be quite 
rutted and tricky in certain sections. We will depart Sunday midday and head out via Dampier fire trail 
and other tracks leading to Krawarree road. Parties may split up here to head to North Canberra. The 
rest will travel Snowball road into Tallaganda National Park and eventually reach Michelago 

Comments: No camper trailers 

 

29 Aug  “Safe One” Basic Driver Training Course Follow-up Day (2010-030) 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Description: This is day three of the basic driver education course on the 21st and 22nd August and MUST be     
attended before participating on any Club trips where the proposed route is expected to be at Grade 2  
or above 
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13 - 14 Nov  “Safe One” Basic Driver Training at Talooge Park          (2010-031) 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Phone: 6251 1258 (h); 0428 623 458 (m) 

Start: 08:00 

Departure: Bredbo Service Station 

Description: This is the Club’s official and accredited basic driver education course 
 

21 Nov  “Safe One” Basic Driver Training Course Follow-up Day  (2010-032) 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Description: This is day three of the basic driver education course on the 13th and 14th November and MUST be at-
tended before participating on any Club trips where the proposed route is expected to be at Grade 2 or 
above 

27 - 28 Nov  Driver Trainer’s Christmas Party          (2010-033) 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Phone: 6251 1258 (h); 0428 623 458 (m) 

TRIPS AND EVENTS 

Mornings can be frosty at Bendethera in August….. 

...but  the Happy Hours are always cosy 
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A draft version of this trip report was accidentally 
submitted and printed in the December 2009 Southern 
Trails. Here is the intended version. 

 
In deference to extensive roadwork at the Kings High-
way - Captains Flat turnoff, we met at the Red 
Rooster. We skipped breakfast but two new members 
on their way home found us after waiting in vain at 
the road works.  Tip for new members – call the trip 
leader before joining a trip! 
 
As usual there was a lot of radio chat, much of it pep-
pered by some clever [some might say awful] play on 
words.  By the time we passed Hoskintown, Rossi and 
reached Lowden Park for a coffee break, the weather-
man’s promised warm sunny day was still cloudy and 
very cool but a few hardy folk walked around the his-
toric site or the rainforest track while the rest had  
coffee and conversation. 
 
Bombay Fire Trail has not changed much. It’s still a 
narrow track showing evidence of serious but        
selective harvesting so that the surface became rather 
untidy where a large bulldozer 
had worked hard to widen the 
track and make it more interesting 
for us.  As Charlie we watched the 
other vehicles fishtail through soft 
mud on a sloping track, some 
more wildly than others.          
Fortunately, we didn’t need 
Graeme Kruse’s advice in the  
October magazine. 
 
Just past the muddy bit, our trip 
leader complained about a large 
locked gate and her navigator’s 
map reading.  Bombay FT has a 
couple of well-defined junctions: 

one with Jinglemoney FT and one further north 
where the Bombay FT turns hard left. The unmarked 
less-used track goes over a crest to the Bombay prop-
erty boundary.  While the other drivers had more fun 
reversing or turning on the narrow track we did the 
Charlie-thing and waited beside a big, yellow bull-
dozer parked on the intersection. 
 
From there we joined the Mulloon FT and, after an 
easy drive through green grass country, reached 
Braidwood shortly after 11.00am and parked at the 
comfort station near the swimming pool - age brings 
wisdom but imposes other imperatives.  Our tour of 
Bedervale Homestead was set for 1.30pm so some of 
us walked and some drove down to the bakery in 
search of real coffee and pastries. 
 
Shortly after 1230pm we met outside the Home-
stead’s front garden for our BYO lunch.  The weath-
erman was right after all; the sun was shining and the 
clouds had gone.  A wonderful place for a picnic 
lunch, beverage in moderation, fantastic views across 
the undulating property, cattle mowing the bright 
green grass, and blue hills in the distance. 
 
At 1.30pm we met Margaret and Victoria Royds on 
the Homestead verandah for a detailed history of   
Bedervale, the families that have owned it, and the 
National Trust’s involvement.   For a brief history, 
how to get there, and details of tours, B&B and farm 
stays, try  www.bedervale.com . 
 
The land grant dates back to 1826.  The Homestead 
is still a fine example of the period, although a few 
essential improvements and additions have been 

Bedervale Homestead via Tallaganda - 18 October 
Nigel Moth 

Vivian Henderson (Trip Leader)    Nissan Patrol  
with Lesley & Neville  
Rod, Nikki, Oliver &             Nissan Patrol 
Ellie Williams  
Marjorie & Alan Jones            Prado 
Richard Brand &Jen Martin      Holden Adventra 
Gary & Judith Chapman             80 Series 
Nigel & Tricia Moth             80 Series 
with Lynne & Rob Elder  

Bedervale Homestead 
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made without detriment to John Verge’s original 1836 
design.  Black Ash and Cedar timber was cut and 
dressed locally, bricks were made on the property, 
sandstone quarried in Bundanoon, and marble near  
Marulan.  The original timber shingles were covered 
with galvanized iron in 1888. 
 
With Margaret and Victoria leading separate groups we 
listened to their informal stories about past families and 
the many artifacts in the special purpose rooms that 
remain much as they were long ago.  The original   
family furniture and household effects from the period 
are on view and in use but are now owned by the     
National Trust.  Recently, The Collectors [ABC 1]  
visited Bedervale; the program will be aired shortly. 

Although the cattle property has shrunk from 5600 
acres in 1836 to 1200 acres today, it still takes a lot of 
time and hard work to keep house and land in good 
condition and financially viable.  Roger Royds died 
some time ago and Margaret retired recently - well, 
almost.  Victoria has put her artistic life in Queensland 
on hold so she can manage the property.  Since taking 
over, she has had some artifacts restored, and started a 

tree-planting project on the 
main creek below the Home-
stead to stop erosion. 
 
The tour included outbuild-
ings on the other three sides 
of the central courtyard.  
These buildings were used as 
a kitchen, cool store, dry 
goods store, laundry, grain 
store, coach house and      
stables; each now filled with 
artifacts covering the entire 
period of occupation. 
 
Apparently the National Trust 
provides minimal financial 

assistance, expecting Margaret and Victoria  to    
collect money from tours to maintain the house,   
furniture and artifacts.  So, for a small feel they in-
vited us to join them for afternoon tea in the court-
yard.  They provided tea, coffee, home-made cake, 
muffins, Anzac cookies, and willingly answered our 
many questions.  Tour over, we strolled through the 
gardens back to our cars, all of us reluctant to leave 
this historic homestead in its serene country setting.   
 
No doubt these tours can be a nuisance for them at 
times, but these two hard working and wonderful 
Ladies of the Manor made us very welcome. 
 

Time flies when you’re having fun,  
and so it did for us.  It was about 
4.00pm when we gathered for the 
journey home, which was planned 
to go via the Mulloon FT through 
Forbes Creek and Hoskintown.  
But after thanking Vivian for    
organizing a most enjoyable trip, 
the majority of us opted for the 
black top route home.   
 
Thanks Vivian for a great day out.  
I hope everyone enjoyed it as much 
as we did. 

If you have a report of a non-Club trip, track 
anecdote or tip for four wheel drivers, please 
email it to publications@st4wdc.org. or give it 
to the editor at the Club monthly meeting 

Bedervale Homestead lawns 

Taking it easy on Sunday 
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The Southern Tablelands Four Wheel Drive Club conducts two-day weekend Driver   
Training exercises, with Follow-up Days on the Sundays, 1 week later.  

 
Purpose:  
To introduce new & old club members to vehicle equipment, daily maintenance, recov-
ery techniques & equipment, and in particular teach them the skills necessary to safely 
operate their 4WD in a variety of terrains. 
 
Meeting Time/Place:  
Service Station in Bredbo (right hand side of highway) no later than 7.30pm on the Fri-
day evening preceding the course. 
 
The Club’s Education Coordinator is Peter Reynolds,  
Tel  (h) 6251-1258 or  (m) 0428 623-458.  
 
PLEASE BOOK A PLACE ON ONE OF THESE COURSES WELL IN ADVANCE AND ALSO RING PETER 
ONE WEEK BEFORE THE COURSE TO CONFIRM ATTENDANCE!  
IF YOU DON’T, YOU WILL LOSE YOUR PLACE ON THE COURSE  
 
ONLY ONE DRIVER PER VEHICLE PER COURSE, THOUGH A SUPPORT CREW IS WELCOME. 
 
COURSES FOR 2010 WILL BE HELD ON 
 
20-21 MARCH   WITH FOLLOW-UP ON  28 MARCH 
15-16 MAY   WITH FOLLOW-UP ON  23 MAY 
21-22 AUGUST  WITH FOLLOW-UP ON  29 AUGUST 
13-14 NOVEMBER  WITH FOLLOW-UP ON  21 NOVEMBER 
 
WHAT TO BRING 
 

Yourself & family and a 4WD in good mechanical condition  
Camping gear for overnight stay  
Food and Cooking gear for 2 days  
Chairs to sit on in lessons and around the fire  
Recovery gear, if you have it, but not essential  
Garbage bags for all your rubbish to take home  
Notebook & pen  
Camera 
A full tank of fuel  
Torch  
Drinking water.  
UHF Radio (optional – talk to Peter) 
Front and Rear Recovery Points preferred. 
 
There is a large First Aid Kit at Talooge.  Also a large gas BBQ 

 
PLEASE DO NOT BRING PETS OR FIREARMS. 

“SAFE ONE” BASIC 4WD  
VEHICLE OPERATION COURSE   
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A day in the Brindabellas - 10 January 

It was a quiet and still morning as we set out for a day 
trip into the Brindies, with the forecast promising a 
roasting 37 degrees Celsius.  The Parks authorities had 
confirmed that none of our routes were closed and 
whilst that fire risk was severe there was no undue 
risk.  Rain was but a remote possibility.  The aim   
today was McIntyres Hut and Mt Coree summit, a 
short day trip, pitched at those with little time.    
 
Approaching Gentle Annie trial, our convoy encoun-
tered well over a dozen motorcyclists returning from a 
weekend event organised by the local ACT Motor-
cycle Association.  The brave riders had little protec-
tion from our dust, which was powdery and dry, cov-
ering their bikes and gear in a light brown blanket.   
 
Flea Creek was a welcome early stop for a tea and 
coffee, with the weather just perfect under the      
creek-side tree top canopies.  A couple of enduro bike 

riders, dripping with sweat in their protective clothing 
had already been out for a few hours and were wind-
ing down their days’ riding before the furnace-like 
weather began to tighten its grip.     
 

Heading up Webb’s Ridge Fire trail reminded me of 
just how steep this section is, and also how good the 
views are.  A quick Kodak moment at the top of the 
ridge was the perfect location for some great photos 
under the crackling of the power lines which were 
singing in the wind.  

 
We turned down onto Waterfall Fire 
trail from Webb’s Ridge trail and 
continued down McIntyres on the 
long and steep descent into the   
valley.  The McIntyres Hut area was 
dry and the river inviting for a few 
of us who choose to go for a dip 
and cool down.  No mud to play in 
(or get stuck in) on this trip.  By this 
time the weather was very warm 
and beginning to get hot.  We had 
lunch here.   
 
After lunch we headed back up left 
onto Webb’s Ridge trail and then 
turned right onto Dingi Ridge trail, 
with our next stop being Mt Coree 

summit.  Passing Baldy Ridge Road and traversing 
Two Sticks Road, we reached Mt Coree Summit trail 
and slowly climbed up to Mt Coree, where the local 
fire spotter was on duty atop the observation tower.    
 

Mark Hornby (Trip leader)     60 Series 
Richard, Rachelle, Sebastian     95 Series Prado 
 & Helen Arranz   
Phil & Sue Rayner       100 Series 
Bill Crispin & Dave       80 Series 
Christoph Rauch        100 Series  

Richard Arranz 

Flea Creek 

Under the power lines 
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The views were, as usual, spectacular.  There were 
no other vehicles there, apart from the well worn 
truck belonging to the fire spotter, which helped with 
parking issues for our five trucks.  We did a bit of a 
scenic route off the summit, ending up going up Cur-
ries Road rather than down it, so that we came down 
Two Sticks to Piccadilly Circus, rather than at the air
-up point as planned. Mark put it down to lots of 
fiddly tracks and confusion in GPS mapping, as well 
as having a map that apparently was printed upside 
down at this point.    

The TV media later reported a very 
small fire in the Brindies, which is 
why we passed several SES fire 
trucks heading into the Brindies as we 
approached Uriarra Homestead head-
ing for air-up and then home.    
 
After a long and hot day we bided our 
farewells.  Despite the heat we felt 
that spending the day in our             
air-conditioned trucks, and getting in 
amongst the mountains and rivers was 
probably the best thing to do on a 
lazy summer Sunday.   
 
Congratulations and thanks to Mark 
on taking the initiative to lead his 

very first trip in his trusty 60 Series and making our 
day enjoyable.    
 
Thanks also to Christoph who did the recce with 
Mark in December and planned the trip jointly.    
Christoph kept the convoy well informed, translating 
Mark’s comments from some strange northern     
English dialect relayed over a very crackly (but now 
repaired) radio. 

Mount Coree summit 
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Travelling in Western Australia is something most of 
us spend years dreaming about.  
 
But it’s a big drive to get there, not a place suited to a 
quick weekend recce. So some knowledge of local 
conditions can help with preparation that might make 
the difference between an average and a great trip. 
While information and impressions of the Kimberley, 
Pilbara and Canning SR are readily available, it’s 
harder to get meaningful information about the rest of 
the state. In part that’s because it is so big and diverse. 
Maybe our recent experiences can shed a bit of light – 
we certainly found that there is quite a bit that the tour-
ist brochures don’t tell you. 
 
During winter 2009 (June to October) we undertook 
what was our longest and most adventurous trip so far, 
travelling to the west and southern coast of WA and 
taking in part of the Canning Stock Route on the way. 
Rather than give a blow-by-blow account (more de-
tailed reports can be accessed online at http://
www.exploroz.com/Members/61493.375/
MyBlog.aspx ) we have tried to set out some impres-
sions of what WA has to offer and some of the things 
that we learned along the way. Apart from the Can-
ning, most of our time was spent closer to the west and 
southern coast so we will base our observations on our 
experiences there. 
 
Just getting to WA is an adventure in itself, even if just 
going the direct route across the Nullarbor. We fol-
lowed a less-travelled route from Port Augusta, via 
Roxby Downs to William Creek where we took a 
flight over the Painted Hills and Lake Eyre. Then on 
through the Painted Desert, up the Old Ghan track and 
out to Chambers Pillar, before detouring west through 
the Finke Gorge NP to Alice Springs. Then up the 
Tanami Track to Wolfe Creek Crater, before heading 
down the Canning to Lake Disappointment and a bro-
ken spring. 
 
Troopy then limped west on the Talawana Track into 
the Pilbara eventually getting new rear springs at Port 
Hedland, but not before filling in time around scenic 
Carawine Gorge. Repairs accomplished, it was south 
to Tom Price then into unknown (to us) territory, west 
towards the coast at Onslow. From there we mean-
dered down through the west coast and hinterland and 
through southern coastal areas before finally turning 
east at Norseman for the long drive home. On this 
more coastal part of the trip our main objective was to  
see and experience the Western Australian wildflowers 

and the southern forests, something that Val had 
been keen to do since first making serious acquaint-
ance with our native flora nearly half a century ago.  
 
The whole trip took four months and just on 
20,000km. We camped all the time except for a cou-
ple of nights with rellies and one night in a cabin 
sheltering from the vicious front that eventually 
coated the eastern states with layers of red dust. All 
up we stayed at about 90 different campsites, 60 of 
them bush camps. 
 
Our Troopy is of venerable vintage (1987) but it 
gets us there in modest comfort and with the fuel 
efficiency to be expected of a vehicle of that age. It 
is set up for us to sleep very comfortably inside, 
with a small tent attached to the back of the vehicle. 
This arrangement works well in dry conditions but 
was not so well suited to the windy and damp condi-
tions we encountered. This trip we towed, for the 
first time, a light fibreglass off-road trailer (Road 
and Track) that provided extra space for gear in ad-
dition to providing ample kitchen space.  

Wandering in WA   

Beautiful Carrawine Gorge 

Bush Camp 

Val. Wiseman 
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So what did we find and what did we learn, both 
about the countryside and what is required to travel 
there over an extended period? 
 
The trailer allowed extra fuel and water to be car-
ried, in addition to what we had on the roof, very 
necessary on the Canning, and useful elsewhere. The 
trailer performed very well and towing did not ap-
pear to increase fuel consumption. Our 12v electri-
cal system with solar panels and deep cycle batteries 
in both the vehicle and the trailer gave us plenty of 
power for fridges, lights, laptop, battery charging 
etc. Corrugations killed off an auxiliary battery tray 
in the engine bay, so the battery moved to the trailer 
to supplement storage there.   
 
These days we regard tyres as pretty much dispos-
able items so run less expensive 
tubeless Maxxis, adjusting tyre 
pressures where necessary, espe-
cially over corrugations. One tyre 
developed a slow leak from what 
turned out to be a 4 inch nail – 
easily repaired with a couple of 
plugs. That was our only tyre 
problem, and we thought that the 
Maxxis performed very well, 
given the variety of terrain they 
covered. 
 
One thing that we have yet to 
master is how not to carry too 
much “stuff”. Despite lengthy 
packing lists we still tend to carry 
too much gear and too much food. 
Some gear eg tools and recovery 
gear just has to be carried and it’s 
a plus if it does not get used. But we   carried an in-
flatable boat and    electric outboard, neither of 
which got wet. Extra tents and chairs were also su-
perfluous making packing and unpacking just a bit 
harder than necessary. But extra tarpaulins were 
very handy in wet conditions.  
 
Going from a Canberra winter to warmer places and 
back requires clothes and bedding for both hot and 
cold conditions, taking more space. Wet weather 
gear was also required this year, something seldom 
experienced on previous trips. Our snorkelling gear 
was of little use without a wet suit, as the sea was 
quite cold. 
 
We carried a lot of food and learned the hard way 
that there is an art to packing food and cooking uten-
sils in a trailer, especially if it is going to travel over 
lots of corrugations – which it certainly did. A camp 
oven if left untethered will smash lighter objects as 

it bounces around. It quickly battered our kettle until it 
was almost unrecognisable until we removed the oven to 
a secure place. Likewise lids on plastic food containers 
can vibrate off, even from screw top containers. Some-
where down the Canning we discovered that we had a 
glorious mixture of dry food in the bottom of the trailer, 
damped down with a bottle of tokay. We cleaned up the 
obvious mess but as it was mostly dry didn’t think about 
it too much. It was only some weeks later when we were 
in wetter conditions that we discovered what a putrefy-
ing mess we had under the false floor of the trailer. 
Hopefully we have now learned to pack food more se-
curely! And in any case they do have supermarkets 
there,  albeit widely spaced out in the NW. 
 
On a trip of this length and duration the amount of  ac-
tual 4wd work can be quite small – apart from the Can-

ning. We did travel on some fairly out-of-the-way tracks 
through nature reserves, where we didn’t see another 
vehicle for several hours. However we were very sur-
prised at how good most minor roads and tracks were – 
much better than most back roads in NSW. Even Na-
tional Parks seemed to have pretty good tracks, though 
there were corrugations on more heavily used tracks and 
deep loose sand approaching Cape Peron. It was disap-
pointing though to find many tracks closed in the bigger 
National Parks, especially Fitzgerald River NP. 
 
This trip could not be more than an exploratory run, 
given the sheer size of WA. If and when we return there 
are some places we will explore further. These include: 
 
• The expanses of everlasting daisies around  Kal-

barri NP, Mullewa and the Coalseam Nature Re-
serve and beyond, that were a marvellous sight. 
Locals reckoned that 2009 was the best year for a 
decade.  

Tracks in good condition 
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• The major National Parks were excellent,     
particularly for their spring wildflowers  and 
also for some magnificent scenery. Kalbarri, 
Stirling Ranges, Fitzgerald River and Cape Le 
Grand were outstanding, being vehicle accessi-
ble but with good walks too. 

• The tall timber forests of jarrah, karri and red 
tingle are awe inspiring. The fire-tower trees 
(eg Gloucester Tree) and the tree-top walk near 
Pemberton and Walpole are rather touristy but 
we drove and walked in other equally splendid 
places where the trees were every bit as good as 
the tourist hot spots. The 1000km Bibbulmun 
Track from Perth to Albany (for walking, not 
4WDing) provides opportunities to walk into 
these forest areas. 

• Southern Right whales with calves at Point Ann 
in the Fitzgerald River NP and at the Head of 
the Bight are so close to shore; we watched 
them, entranced, for hours. 

• WA ground orchids – a really unexpected de-
light. Small, intricate and often brilliantly col-
oured, they were a challenge to find until we 
got used to spotting them, then they seemed to 
pop up everywhere. Very rewarding to photo-
graph. 

• The Southern beaches from Albany to Esper-
ance have 
dazzling 
white sand 
and blue 
green wa-
ter – when 
the sun is 
shining. 
Huge gran-
ite domes 

and big southern ocean swells on the 
headlands make for dramatic coastal 
scenery quite unlike what we are used 
to here on the east coast. 
 
There were also some aspects of WA 
that were either disappointing, or re-
quired more or different preparation. 
We found the NW coastal areas from 
Exmouth south to The Pinnacles to be 
rather flat and uninteresting. While the 
eastern approach to the Cape Range 
near Exmouth is rugged, the western 
aspect is open and relatively feature-
less. Around Ningaloo there are huge 
white coastal dunes but inland there are 
just low rolling ridges covered with 
spinifex. Often not even a single tree to 
break the skyline, just an occasional 

big termite mound.  

Such open country, especially as it lacks trees, is 
very exposed to the wind, which according to the 
locals blows for about 11 months of each year. 
(April is supposed to have nice weather!) Even the 
street trees in Carnarvon grew at an angle. So, with 
our minimalist camping arrangements we found that 
the wind quickly became quite unpleasant. Finding a 
campsite with any useful wind protection was al-
most impossible.  
 

East Mt. Barren, Fitzgerald River NP 

Coalseam Nature Reserve wildflowers 

Coastal scenery near Ningaloo 
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Moreover these northern areas are teeming with cara-
vans, mainly WA “locals” who return to the same 
place year after year with more substantial accommo-
dation to provide comfort out of the wind. So cara-
van parks are crowded, firewood is scarce, and “no 
camping” signs proliferate. People queue from 2am 
to get into the limited number of cheek-by-jowl sites 
in the Cape Range NP. In Dandaragan Shire we came 
across several very well set up roadside rest areas 
complete with no camping signs, and a ranger to 
check compliance. The free hot showers provided by 
the same shire in an excellent amenities block further 
inland almost compensated though. 
 
As we travelled further south the weather became 
steadily cooler and wetter. Coupled with the ever-
present wind this made for less than ideal camping in 
our rig, more suited to dry weather in the tropics! 
Maybe we just hit a wet year - the thousands of    
hectares of lush wheat and canola suggested a good 
season – but next time we would aim to go a little 
later in the hope of a least a bit more warmth.  
 
WA tourism seems to cater for locals and overseas or 
interstate visitors who fly in. “Locals” travel within 
the state, particularly to the northern coastal/fishing 
areas where there are big caravan parks for visitors 
on extended stays. Fly-in visitors go to the developed 
tourist destinations packaged with suitable accommo-
dation. By contrast there is less provided for wander-
ers such as us, and some of the bigger tourism desti-
nations can be real tourist traps. The much-vaunted 
Monkey Mia we thought was one such rip-off.     
National Parks may have elaborate facilities to cater 
for tour buses (Kalbarri, Cape le Grande, Tree-top 
Walk) but limited or no campsites. In Fitzgerald 
River NP only the St Mary River campground at 
Point Ann with about 20 sites was open, the camp-
grounds at the eastern end of the park having been 
burnt out. 

Despite that we did find and use many very good 
bush camps, including some listed in Camps Austra-
lia. Rocky Pool east of Carnarvon, Cosy Corner near 
Denmark and Tenindewa Pioneer Well near Mullewa 
were standouts. Talking to locals and other travel-
lers, as always, provided good information about less 
well-known places to visit and camp.  
 
There is a fine balance in planning such a trip, or 
indeed any trip to an unknown place. It is necessary 
to have a general outline of the trip so that areas of 
interest are not missed. But it is also important to 
build in enough flexibility to cope with vehicle mis-
haps, adverse weather conditions and other unex-
pected happenings while also taking advantage of 
local knowledge, local variables like flowering 
times, or happy surprises like the gnome city near 
Lowden.  

Would we go to WA again? – yes, especially to the 
Kimberley, Pilbara and SW corner. Perhaps next 
time we would cover smaller areas in more depth 
and spend more time in one spot before moving on 
again. Maybe even get the boat out. Everything 
weather permitting… there is still much more to see, 
and it’s a very big place. 

 
And the highlights of the trip – 
there were many but right at the 
top of the list - limping in to  
Georgia Bore with a broken 
spring, and finding a group of 
ST4WDC friends who’d spent the 
day repairing one of their springs; 
they descended on ours and band 
aided it sufficiently to allow us to 
reach “civilisation”. A huge thank-
you!  
 
 
 

Aptly named -  Cosy Corner 

Repairing a broken spring 
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The aim of this article is to present you with a           
suggestion on the most practical antenna selection for 
4WD UHF CB mobile communications.  UHF is almost 
the worst choice for reliable communication for the  
terrains in which we travel.  It is essentially line of sight.  
That is if you can see the other vehicle then you can 
communicate.  If not then your success at getting 
through goes downhill exponentially.   
 
Yes UHF will “bend” to a certain extent 
around hilly and heavily wooded areas but 
not to any degree that should be relied on 
for safety.  Even sitting under a wet tree 
with a whole bundle of leaves can destroy 
your chances of getting through.  Wet 
plants are good absorbers of your signal.  
On the other hand it can be very good for 
flat terrain.  So already we have a compro-
mise in selecting UHF CB. 
 
If you want a much more reliable mobile radio solution 
then I suggest you look at the 27Mhz CB band on HF.  
Unfortunately it is full of foul language but it is         
excellent for rugged as well as flat land.  Then again the 
number of operators have decreased since the introduc-
tion of UHF CB.   

 
Which antenna should you use for UHF CB 
The diagram above shows a Basic Marconi vertical on a 
perfect ground plane.  Nice and tidy with 360 degrees 
working and shaped like a doughnut.   Major          
propagation lobe at 90 degrees to the antenna along the 
thick dark line.   

The basics  
The “Basic Marconi”  shows the “ideal” transmis-
sion pattern around a ¼ wave antenna in free 
space.  No bullbars, roof racks with metal boxes 
and spare tyres on them, no other antennas close 
by, nor anything conductive which would upset the 
radiation pattern. 

The diagram above shows a side on view of the 
pattern for some popular antennas.  It shows the 
different pattern between a 3db, 6db, or 9db anten-
nas and how the radiated power is focused and 
shaped.  If we compare this diagram with the    
cross-section of the doughnut, we can compare the 
different gain radiation patterns. 
 
A 9db antenna takes on the "spotlight" characteris-
tic of a flashlight, while the 3db gain antenna takes 
on the "wide angle" characteristic.  It might be 
noted that while a 9db antenna might provide 
longer distance along the horizon, a 3db gain an-
tenna might very well present a stronger signal to 
high-flying aircraft.  The obvious question then is 
whether a 9db gain antenna will allow conversa-
tion with objects up on a hill or say a rescue air-
craft.  Well, yes it will, but it may be at a reduced 
signal level due to the lower radiation intensity in 
that direction.  But remember it will allow it.  
Similarly the 6db will communicate along the hori-
zontal but not as far as the 9db one and better still 
up to the sky and up to a hill better than the 9db 
one.  It’s all a compromise. 
 
What about the half below ground 
Please note that the signal “below” the horizontal 
actually propagates within the earth.  It can put a 
lot of “drag” on the above ground signal and elimi-
nate it way before the horizon.  This can happen on 
deserts.  Even though flat, your signal may not 

Which antenna for my truck? 
Phil Rayner VK1DX 
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make it as for.  From the top of a hill, once the signal is 
in the hill it will not come out and that destroys the 
idea that a signal at the top will turn downhill.. Nope.  
Its gone up.  “Call home ET!”   
 
Now for the practical side of it 
Firstly - mounting the antenna.  In most cases we put it 
on the bulbar.  The great lump of the vehicle pulls the 
greater amount of the signal to the rear.  Doughnut dis-
tortion!  And then we stick it next to another antenna, 
HF or whatever.  The lovely 360 degrees doughnut is 
further distorted.  Or we put it in the middle of the car 
on a roof rack.  More doughnut distortion!  Fine but 
then we put a spare tyre next to it.  The rim is metallic, 
isn’t it!  Pattern screwed again.  And what about the 
metal box with the recovery stuff in it.  The pattern is 
screwed again.  But the roof rack is not electrically 
connected to the car.  The feet are sitting on something 
to protect the car.  The roof rack is the only earth.   Pat-
tern is screwed again.  There could be any number of 
more things to make it hard for the poor old CB.  But 
let’s move on. 
 
To simplify matters in the following sections I will 
only compare the performance of the popular 9db and a 
6db antenna. 
 
Across flat or gentle undulating land – almost built 
for UHF 
On the flats the 9db is better because the lobe extends 
out a long way in the horizontal plane.  Just like your 
spotties.  No argument.  You will always have a prob-
lem with the composition of the ground you are driving 
on no matter which of these antennas you select.  So 
stick to the 9db one. 
 
Hilly and wooded terrain – the UHF horror 
The aim here is to select the antenna which has the 
CHANCE of achieving reliable communications.  Not 
the one that is built for hills.  To try and achieve the 
best communications in an area designed by nature to 
make it almost impossible to achieve. 
 
One of the problems in hilly terrain is the corners.  Bob 
drives 100 feet ahead and he is out of sight because he 
went around a corner.  What about all the other corners 
and spurs.  Have a satellite look at the road from Har-
rietville to Hotham and you will see what I mean.  Cor-
ners, corners, corners.  Lots of big lumps of dirt in the 
way.  How on earth can a line of sight signal get 
through that?  Certainly not a lower gain one.  The 
“sky” or higher angled property on the 6db antenna 
cannot help. Thus the higher gain 9db has a better 
chance.  
 
Now as far as up and down is concerned; when you tilt 

an antenna over, the signal patter also tilts with it.  A 
bit like the light beams that go up and down as you go 
over undulating roads.  They do not stay horizontal.  
So the antennas on the bulbars on two cars on the 
same slope are more often than not parallel to each 
other.  Let’s straighten out the road and drive up that 
long climb from Harrietville to Hotham.  Both cars 
are on the same angle most of the time and therefore 
the antennas are in the same plane.  The “sky” or 
higher angle property on the 6db antenna can actually 
make things worse.  Again the higher gain 9db has a 
better chance. 
 
Put Bob at Hotham and you still climbing.  Your car 
is pointing up hill.  The higher angle radiation from 
the 6db antenna would go over his head.  Bob, sitting 
up the top on a comfortable flat bit of land, cannot 
talk to you.  Where does his signal go?  Way over 
your head.  You are lucky to get any at all.  At least 
with the greater signal strength being sent out in the 
horizontal plane by the 9db one it has a much better 
CHANCE of working.  The “sky” or higher angle 
property of the 6db antenna can actually make things 
worse.  Again the better chance is with the 9db an-
tenna. 
 
Summary 
Nothing is ideal in UHF CB mobile communications.  
The sand in the Simpson Desert or the muddy flats in 
Cape York or metallic properties of the rocks in the 
Pilbara can screw up horizontal signals as well. 
 
As shown above there are a several “on the road” and 
practical reasons for only getting one antenna - the 
higher gain one.  It’s all to do with giving the radio 
the best CHANCE of giving you reliable communica-
tions.  Out of a 9db and 6db it’s the 9db one that is the 
best choice for my mind. 
 
What do I use 
For UHF CB I only have one antenna.  The higher 
gain 9db one and it is on the left hand side of the bul-
bar on its own.  For HF, and VHF when required, I 
have removable magnetic mounts that go in the center 
rear of the bonnet near the windscreen.  When not in 
use they are stored on the underside of the bonnet, 
away from thieving fingers. 
 
Warning 
Don’t carry petrol near the antenna.  If the antenna 
comes loose it could spark when you transmit and you 
may get a “boom”.  This is exactly the same as in a 
servo with any mobile phone or radio.  A no no! 
 
Pre-trek service 
Don’t forget to check the antenna for VSWR (if you 
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Telephone: (02) 6280 6416 Unit 1/68 –70 Kembla Street 
Facsimile: (02) 6239 1606 PO Box 1113 
Email:  sales@wattscom.com.au Fyshwick ACT 2609 
Web Address: http://www.wattscom.com.au ABN 62 008 641 923 

We are a one stop communications shop providing GARMIN GPS and Navigational equipment, 
Vehicle Tracking,  UHF and AM CB radios, Marine VHF & UHF radios, HF Radios, Commercial 
Two-Way radios, Hands Free Kits for mobile phones, sales and rentals of  Mobile and Satellite 
phones, HF, UHF and Commercial radios. 
 
 Our installation bay is fully equipped to undertake installations into all types of vehicles.  
 
 Our workshop has qualified technicians who undertake the repair of HF Radios, AM/UHF CB’s and 
UHF/VHF Marine radios, commercial radios – mobile and hand held.  
 
 We are the sales and service agents for the following brands: 
 
 GARMIN, GME-ELETROPHONE, ICOM, KENWOOD, UNIDEN, MOTOROLA, SIMOCO, AND 
TAIT.  We can also provide satellite phones on the Iridium and Globalstar statellite networks. 

can) and anything loose or a crimped or damaged 
antenna cable at the pre-trek checkup. 
 
Antenna location 
The ideal place is the center of the mass of the vehi-
cle.  But on the bull bar and clear of body work, any 
other antenna or anything metallic is an excellent 
compromise.  Your car is not designed with commu-
nications in mind so the whole exercise is a selection 
process to try and set up a system that has the best 
chance of getting reliable communications. 
 
Best choice is a high gain one on the roof.  Next 
choice is to put it on the top of the bulbar and not 
near any other antenna as you sometimes see.  Any 
metal object near it screws the transmission pattern.  
A second antenna (HF, phone or anything else) can 
even be a perfect reflector and direct the UHF signal 
away and off to the side of the car.  After these 
places, select the spot that has the least amount of 
metal next to the antenna and the greater amount of 
metal as a ground plane.  I have a magnetic base that 
I put in the center rear of the bonnet near the wind-
screen when in use and on the underside of the bon-
net in the engine bay in a protective cover when not 
in use or hidden from theft.   

Chipping or otherwise modifying radios to get 
more power out 
A word of warning on increasing the power; besides 
it being illegal and risking hefty fines, you increase 
the risk that the radio will fail.   
 
Most UHF CBs can handle some reflected power 
from a bad antenna system at 5 watts.  Practically 
speaking there is always some reflected power no 
matter what you do to try and minimize it.  Increase 
the power to 25 watts and the risk of something get-
ting damaged gets bigger exponentially.  
 
I wouldn't want the radio to fail on you because you 
didn't get the VSWR checked at the pre-trek service 
or the antenna came loose because of the miles of 
corrugations, and all that extra power went straight 
back into the finals of the radio and “poof” - all 
gone. 
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Planning a trip? 
The following experienced trip leaders have offered  to assist new trip leaders in planning their trips.   

Budding trip leaders are encouraged to seek their advice. 
Name        Phone        Mobile       Email 
Peter Watson 6254 7118 0418 649 823 pwatson1@tpg.com.au 
Neville Simpson 6295 9021  bl.ng@bigpond.net.au 
Dennis Collins 6292 7423 0418 969 452 margden1@actewagl.net.au 
Chris Nicholls   calypso1@gmail.com 
Doreen &  Plod McEncroe 6241 8188 0429 008 436 doreen.mcenroe@act.gov.au 
Neil Telfer  62919683     0427 263 805  ntelfer@tpg.com.au 
David Whight   0438 882 696 tdavidwhight@hotmail.com 
 

ST4WDClub’s winching demonstration at the 4WD Spectacular 
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Club Clothing  
 

The Club clothing or a name badge can be ordered from Kathy Solomos at the monthly Meetings. 
Payment for any item is expected when ordering. 

 
     
    Jackets: $75:00 
    Shirts:  $37:50  
    Vests:    $47:50 
    Caps:    $15:00 
    Hats:       $15:00 
    Beanies:  $15:00 
    Name Badges: $12.00 
    Rugby Tops: $48:00 
 
    Look for the sign on a table at  
    Meetings 
    Kathy Solomos  0402 051 623 

Hire a Tvan  

the most versatile, dependable, 

robust and comfortable hard top 

camper trailer available 
 

This serious off road camper trailer, built by 
Track Trailer in Melbourne, was awarded 
 “Campertrailer of the Millennium” and has 
 recently won the Caravan and Recreational Vehicle Manufacturers Association of     
Australia award for hard top camper trailers. 

 

Track Trailer has just released a CARAVAN for the serious off-road 

traveller. The Topaz provides exceptional levels of comfort, equip-

ment and off road performance. 
 
Hire rates for the Tvan: $600 per week; $330 long weekend; $250 weekend 
 

NB. We have a try for free policy if you buy a Tvan from us. 
 

 

Download an application from www.independenttrailers.com.au or ring Catherine on 
0412 866 375 or email catherine@independenttrailers.com.au  
 
 
ACT agent for Tanami Pumps, Auspit & Camperback Tray-top campers. 
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As we leave the festive season behind and move into a new year, I hope that for those of us travelled away, we 
all have returned refreshed & safe.  Time seems to be passing all too quickly, but may be that is a sign of the 
passing years and not how full the days have become. 
 
Our search for a new president continues, and we would welcome enquiries from those who would enjoy shar-
ing in the continued growth of our organisation. The dedicated team of people that work on the committee cer-
tainly have reduced the commitment of time required to maintain the momentum achieved - and the need to be 
based in Sydney is by no means a requirement. 
 
I can report that progress is being made by Michelle Sahayan on the planned member benefits scheme, with a 
number of options & proposals to be considered. 
 
The negotiations with the RTA continue, with similar presentations being made to the NCOP working group 
by the TRTA as well as the AAAA. We are currently waiting on the latest proposal to be reviewed by the Min-
ister or his advisors, before it is presented to the NSW Working Party. We expect further progress possibly in 
February. 
 
The training & education programme is being formulated, with a combined meeting with the DTU set for late 
January to establish the working group to represent the DTU on the METC.  Any members who are interested 
in assisting Ben Sweetnam in the development of the new courses should contact Ben on metc@4wdnow.com 

 
Our endeavours to establish a 4WD & Camping Expo in Sydney have developed to the point of a viability 
study being completed and presented to the Executive, who have supported the report by approving the com-
mencement of plans to develop the show to be held in Sydney. 
 
I am pleased to announce the appointment of Tony Vaughan to the vacant Vice-President position on the Ex-
ecutive Committee. As mentioned previously we are still searching for a candidate who would be prepared to 
serve as our President, and we are of the view that this person need not be resident in Sydney, so again we ask 
you to consider nominating suitable candidates. 
 
Roger Sheath – Vice-President 
25th January 2010. 

January Bulletin 
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Advertising on this page is free to members but is restricted to 

 Two Months. Non-members will be charged $20 per advertisement 
for 5 lines for the same period.  

FOR SALE/WANTED/LOST/FOUND 

Winch Bar to suit 100 Series Landcruiser.  $1000 
Dave Buckley - 0410 625 734 
2004 Mitsubishi Challenger LS 4WD.  
One owner, 80,000kms, leather interior, new brakes and 
tyres, tow bar. Full genuine Mitsubishi logbook servicing. 
Metallic silver. Registered until October 2009.  Family 
car with true 4WD capability. 
Asking price $17,000.  
Ron - 0414 365639 or thompsons@netspeed.com.au  
Several plastic jerry cans (fuel) – 20l and 5l.  $8 and $5 
respectively.   
Mike 0427 553 410 

Aluminium full-size 6 point roof rack for Nissan Patrol 
GU - 1800 x 1300mm. Rhino Rack brackets. Good condi-
tion – only used twice.  $450 
4 x Goodyear Wrangler tyres 255x60/R18 HT suit Lan-
drover Discovery, 80+% tread.  $400 the lot. 
Hi-lift jack adapter to fit wheel hubs on Nissan Patrol.  
$40 
Ian Goodacre - 0403 304 505  

80 Series Landcruiser 1993 White -Petrol - Manual 
Bull Bar , Electric Winch, Dual Battery System 
H/Duty Suspension, Tow Bar, Roof Rack, Driving 
Lights, UHF Radio. 
Comes with six wheels, recovery equipment, seat covers, 
large range of camping equipment incl. false floor, fully 
setup for outback touring. 
Thoroughly and religiously serviced by Monaro Off Road 
Centre no expense spared.  
$12,000 ono. Best offer will be accepted. 
Please call Harold 62512465  

Konig diamond pattern mud chains (Ice Breaker Type) 
to suit 31/265's tyres with 15" rims, only used 3 times. 
$200 or consider straight swap for similar diamond pat-
tern mud chains to fit 16" rims 
Snatch Hook set brand new, still in packaging  
$15. 
Paul Tolley - 0407 296 425 

Getting ready to sing in the rain - another example of the right attitude to a wet  4WD Spectacular 
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