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President’s Post
40th Anniversary
From humble beginnings on 16 November 1976 to presently being the largest 4WD club in the ACT region
we certainly have a lot to be proud of. I understand that the ST4WDC was established by some members of
the Land Rover Club who considered that that club was departing from its more traditional family-based
events and moving to extreme activities.
The Southern Tablelands Four Wheel Drive Club was formed on Tuesday, 16 November 1976 at a meeting
held at 129 Newcastle Street, Fyshwick ACT – minutes of the inaugural meeting are in this newsletter.
According to the archives, all present were welcomed by the meeting organisers, Dean Benedetti and Roy
Worth of the LRC and at that meeting the new club’s committee was elected.
President: Roy Worth
Secretary/Treasurer: Dean Benedetti
Editor: Ian Boardman
Trip Coordinator: Peter Phillips
Assistant Trip Coordinator: Peter Nott
Thirty-five membership applications were received for a total of 66 members including partners and
spouses. Apparently considerable assistance in establishing the club was given by Alan Dixon and Rod Scott
of the Land Rover Club, Rod being the then President and Alan an office bearer in the LRC.
The ST4WDC’s first trip was on 28 November 1976 in the Brindabellas. This photo was taken under the
power lines between Two Sticks Road and Webb’s Ridge.

photo courtesy of Roy Worth
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Our club has a proud history and it has certainly come a long way since its establishment in 1976. It’s a
credit to the founding and subsequent members who have invested so much time and effort into keeping it
going and making it the great club that it is today. Currently we have around 445 members including 192
spouses, partners, family, and nine life members.
The club secured a fantastic property and established facilities, including a variety of off-road tracks for
members’ use and enjoyment, and for the quality training provided by our highly experienced and
dedicated driver training team. We also run a variety of trips and conduct various social events and
contribute to the community through our involvement in the 4WD Spectacular. There are many benefits for
our club’s members.
At the time of writing this segment I am looking forward to the 40th anniversary celebration, which will be
held on Saturday, 5th November. There will be old and new members attending with various experiences
and stories to be shared. Seven former presidents will also be there including the club’s first president, Roy
Worth.
Congratulations to all on the club’s successful past and I’m sure that there will be many more years ahead.

Revision of motion approved at the September General Meeting
When reviewing the approved motion, “any changes to members’ entitlements will not be applied
retrospectively”, it is considered too broad in scope. For example, applying the motion would cause the bylaws to conflict with the constitution regarding age requirements for voting and committee membership
etc.
The discussions on this issue at the SGM prior to the general meeting focused on training rights for existing
spouses/partners and family members. It was considered that applying the new requirement to allow only
full members to have access to basic driver training (which is also a prerequisite for extended driver training
courses) to existing memberships would adversely affect current family members’ entitlements.
Therefore, at the November general meeting, the following two motions will be put to the general
members:
1) the motion approved at the September general meeting that “any changes to members’ entitlements will not
be applied retrospectively” be rescinded; and replaced with
2) a new motion that “any changes to members’ training entitlements will not be applied retrospectively”.

2018 4WD Spectacular Committee
As mentioned in the last newsletter, we need three to four club members to join the 2018 4WD Spectacular
Committee. We currently have two volunteers and are looking for two more. If you are interested in being
part of the team for the 2018 event, please contact me.
The first meeting of representatives from the three host clubs will be held at the Raiders Club Weston on
Wednesday, 9th November to elect the committee Chairperson, Secretary and Treasurer and get the ball
rolling for the 2018 show.
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4WD NSW and ACT Association
Guest Speakers – October Meeting
I would like to thank Craig Thomas (president), Elias Webb (secretary) and Lee Dunstan (southern region)
for travelling from the Sydney and Wollongong areas to provide an association overview and update at last
month’s meeting. Topics covered included insurance, recent MOU’s with NPWS and for driver training
accreditation.
Annual General Meeting – the association’s AGM will be held on the 19th of November and club delegates
Marj and Alan Jones will be attending the meeting.
As most members will be aware through the association’s e-mails and guest speaker appearance at the last
meeting, a special resolution will be put to member clubs of the association to amend its constitution.
Our committee has reviewed the proposed changes and has decided that the club will vote for all changes
except for item 3, clause 15 (1), which proposes to increase the current number of four executives to
accommodate project demands at the committee’s discretion. It is considered that this has the potential to
influence decision making and alternatives are available e.g. sub-committees, working groups etc.
Details of the proposed changes to the 4WD NSW and ACT Association’s constitution are available through
our club’s website at:
http://www.st4wdc.com.au/images/pdfs/Association2016/AssociationConstitutionChangesExplained.pdf

Guest Speakers November and December
November 8th – Wizard Paint Repairs Fyshwick
December 12th - John Wilson from AKZ Vehicle Engineering.
John will provide an overview of what and why things need to be engineered (or not) e.g. suspension,
vehicle interior, lighting and engine performance etc. depending on the state/territory of vehicle
registration.
To prepare for the presentation, John has asked if we could send him some questions on notice so that he
can provide responses. If you have a particular area or specific modification that you would like addressed
(e.g. removing the 3rd row seats in a Prado 150 and replacing them with drawers or adding a plug and play
diesel performance chip etc.) please e-mail the details to feedback@st4wdc.com.au by Friday, 11th
November.
TALOOGE – Property Coordinator, Scott Cumming is back on deck and managing activities at the property
again after six weeks overseas. Scott wasted no time getting back into things with his first muster a little
over a week after returning.

Hopefully see you at the November general meeting.
Jim Anderson
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Editor’s Feed
Happy 40th anniversary, ST4WDC!
If you were at the celebration, please send your photos to the Publications account for inclusion in the
December newsletter.
I was excited to finally get out to Talooge for the first time since joining the club. It really is a beautiful place
and club members and committees, past and present, have done an amazing job with the facilities and
tracks. My partner, Matt, our two German Shepherd Dogs, Anouk and Apache, and I were treated to three
close-up encounters with wild animals (fortunately, they weren’t feral pigs!). I also had my first four-wheel
drive (I haven’t done basic training yet) and was grateful not to have broken the truck. But that will be in
the December edition.
As Publications Coordinator, I will draw from my experience in publishing and communications to make the
newsletter as entertaining, informative and relevant as I can. But to do this, I need members’ feedback and
input. If you have photographs, suggestions for articles, or ideas to improve the newsletter, please send
them to publications@st4wdc.com.au.

Regards,
Terri Giuretis
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Lynne’s Latest
Thank you to all that came to the 40th Anniversary Celebration. Without you there the night would not have
been a success.
Also, a big thank you to everyone that helped with the organisation and set up of the event; we are very
lucky within this club to have so many people that give up their time and energy to not only help at an
event like the 40th, but on a day to day basis.
The weather is fantastic this time of the year. Rob and I love to get out in the afternoons for a drive in the
Brindies and also to pack away the winter blankets and welcome the balmy nights of summer.
If you do not have a round State Association sticker or 2016 date sticker please come and see me at the
meeting.
We have had 1 new membership in the Month of October:
Hamish Scott – Toyota Hilux

Below are the numbers for Memberships:
Ordinary – 245
Life – 9
Family– 192
Total memberships – 446
Looking forward to catching up with you either at a meeting or on a trip.
If you have any membership queries at all, please contact me.
Safe travels.
Lynne.
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Trips Register
11/Nov/16
12/Nov/16
19/Nov/16
26/Nov/16
4/Dec/16
10/Dec/16
29/Jan/17
11/Mar/17
18/Mar/17
1/May/17
6/May/17

13/Nov/16
20/Nov/16
19/Nov/16
27/Nov/16
4/Dec/16
11/Dec/16
29/Jan/17
13/Mar/17
26/Mar/17
27/Aug/17
26/Aug/17

Safe One Basic Driver Training at Talooge Park
Victorian High Country Ramble
Safe One Basic Driver Training Course Follow-up Day
ST4WDC Christmas Party at Talooge
Brindabella Ramble
Talooge Park Muster
Backyard Explorer and Blue Waterholes
Stockton Beach
Search for the missing huts of the Vic High Country
Chain Saw Awarenes Training (Expression of Interest)
First Aid Training (Expression of Interest)

Training
Grade 3
Training
Event
Grade 3
Muster
Grade 2
Grade 2
Grade 3
Training
Training

Peter Butterfield
Michael Patrick
Peter Butterfield
Rob Donaldson
Gary McLaughlin
Scott Cumming
Alex & Andrea Szabo
Robert Azzito
Michael Patrick
Michael Patrick
Michael Patrick

Basic Driver Training at Talooge – photo courtesy of Carmel Campbell

6

Basic Driver Training – October 2016
Photographs courtesy of Carmel Campbell and Les Jones
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First Ever Club Minutes
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Brogo Wilderness (while we still can)
29 October 2016
Trip Leaders:
Glen & Jane Watts

Participants:
Andy & Bron
Lynne & Rob
Jake
Chris & Sue
Tony
Simon & Renee
Steve & Glennis

After a much-needed coffee kick-start to the day (names withheld ) at 9am we headed off from Bredbo
towards Cooma. Taking a left on the outskirts of Cooma we meandered along the road, through Numeralla
(a gold rush area) until we took a left turn that had us on private property.

There we stopped for morning tea and airing down, ready to cross at the Tuross River Crossing. We hadn’t
gone very far before we had to grab the chainsaws and move a fallen tree.
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As we began to head deeper into the forest along the Kybeyan Fire Trail, it became apparent that Glen’s
promise of ‘incredible mountain views’ just might not happen. But we’ll wait and see. It didn’t matter,
because those of us driving were supposed to be concentrating on the road.
Two more trees over the road and we
weren’t going anywhere – so out come the
‘boys toys’ again!
But wait let’s not cut these ones too much,
let’s go through the scrub and around them…
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After many three-point turn
manoeuvres... we were
through the tree maze and
on our way, again. Thanks,
Glen, Rob, Andy and
Simon(?) for great ‘spotting’
to get around the trees.
Yes, there is a car ahead of
me, you just can’t see it!

Then the fun began – we had a very tight, rocky trail that was to lead us to a spot for lunch. To say my
knuckles were white at times and I got very good at holding my breath over the tough spots would be an
understatement! But beautiful too!!
Ahhh! lunch time on the Razorback Trail – the temperature had dropped dramatically as we climbed higher.
At this point we had climbed to about 1500m above sea level.
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Our view at lunch
time. At the top of the
ridge we got our first
glimpse of the
countryside around
us. Yes, it was
incredible!
Lots of climbing and
stopping to remove
sticks that had lodged
themselves under our
vehicles.
The Brogo Wilderness
area provided us with
a variety of amazing
landscapes.
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A few river crossings
before we meandered
through Yowrie area.
We stopped and had
afternoon tea at
Wadbilliga River
Some of us found our
way to the toilet, while
others found their
inner child and got
creative.
Another beautiful
creek to cross in the
Wadbilliga National
Park.
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Back into the fog.
Our final water crossing, across the Tuross River 400
meters north of where we started.

The Brogo
Wilderness
explorers…
Front L-R: Steve,
Tony, Sue,
Lynne, Rob,
Bron, Jane, Glen,
Renee and
Simon. Back L-R:
Chris, Jake, and
Andy.
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The end of our loop exploring took us back through Wadbilliga and Duea National Parks. We were greeted
by a magnificent sunset as we headed for home. Leaving our ST4WD friends to head back to Talooge at the
end of a fantastic day.
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Club Clothing
Shirts
Polo (cotton/polyester, lightweight)

$38

Chambery (long-sleeve)

$45

Outerwear
Jacket

$95

Hoodie

$45

Rugby Jumper

$50

Headwear
Baseball Cap

$15

Bucket Hat

$15

Beanie

$20

Other
Name Badge

$10

Polo – small size *ideal for older children

$20
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For Sale
4 Goose necks to suit five stud tyre pattern – $5.00 each

Contact Michael Patrick
0412 377 941
m-patrick@bigpond.com

Cobb cooker used with a box of six self-igniting fuel blocks – $100.00

Contact Michael Patrick
0412 377 941
m-patrick@bigpond.com
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Two bike carrier that attaches to rear spare wheel – $50.00

Contact Michael Patrick
0412 377 941
m-patrick@bigpond.com

Bosch AKE 30LI Battery Chain Saw – Worth over a $1,000 will sell for $400










Comfortable handling. Soft grip and ergonomic design for optimum balance in any work
position
Oil level indicator and automatic oiling to avoid running the chainsaw dry
Dual brake system. Electronic kick -back brake with audible signal and function brake for
increased safety
Compact design and 30 -cm chain bar
SDS system for tool -free chain replacement and tensioning
Battery type 36V Lithium-ion (Batteries last approx 30 mins each and recharge in 20 mins)
Blade length 30 cm
Weight (including chain, bar and battery) 5.2 kg
Comes with a spare battery, battery fast charger, 2 extra chains, 1 spare bar and chainsaw
box

Contact Michael Patrick
0412 377 941
m-patrick@bigpond.com
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Thank you to all members who donated DVDs and a big thank you to Pat and
Kirsty Jones who donated a very modern DVD player. All have been well-used by
the children during the last couple of wet months.

28

Advertisers
Thank you to the following companies for your ongoing support:
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