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Directory 

General Meetings are held at the  

Canberra Deakin Football Club, Grose St, Deakin 

at 7:30pm on the second Tuesday of each month.  

General meetings are where Club members and visitors can meet and 
get information on past and future Club activities in an informal 
atmosphere.  Meetings regularly feature talks from experts on topics 
of interest, and reports on past trips.  Visitors can introduce 
themselves, there is a raffle with generous prizes and a coffee break 
for catching up with other members.  

Ideas for guest speakers are welcome, please don’t hesitate to contact 
the Committee if you know of someone who could make an 
interesting and topical presentation.   

Many members gather before the meeting to enjoy a meal or a drink at 
the club.  

Publications 

Website: Information regarding the Club, our activities, sponsors,  and 
membership is available on our website at www.st4wdc.com.au.   

Facebook: the ST4WDC page includes posts regarding Club activities 
and sponsors and can be found at  www.facebook.com/st4wdc/.   

Southern Trails: is the ST4WDC monthly newsletter.  Trip reports, 
member profiles, relevant articles, and classified advertisements are 
welcome, as are photographs and illustrations.  Closing date for 
contributions is the first Tuesday of the month.  Send contributions to 
publications@st4wdc.com.au. 

Club Bank Account 

Membership fees are paid through the Club’s website.  For other financial 
transactions, the Club’s bank account details are:  

Bank:    Bank Australia 

Account Name: ST4WDC 

BSB Number:  313 140 

Account Number: 1213 0617 

Trips and Events 

An important element, some may say the lifeblood, of the Club is our 
trips and events calendar.  Any member can run a trip or event once  
approved by the Committee, it’s a very rewarding experience. 

If you’ve been thinking of booking a trip or event, head to the How to 
Book for a Trip section of the website where you will find step by step 
instructions.  You can propose your trip or event using the Online 
Form and there is a wealth of material in the Information for Trip 
Leaders page and also from experienced trip leaders who are always  
keen to help you run your trip or event successfully.   

When transferring payments 
please include your name and 
the reason for the transfer, e.g. 
“J Smith clothing”, “J Smith 
renew 2021”, etc.  

http://www.st4wdc.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/st4wdc/
mailto:publications@st4wdc.com.au
https://st4wdc.com.au/how-to-book-for-a-trip/
https://st4wdc.com.au/how-to-book-for-a-trip/
https://st4wdc.com.au/member-information/propose-a-trip/
https://st4wdc.com.au/member-information/propose-a-trip/
https://st4wdc.com.au/information-for-trip-leaders/
https://st4wdc.com.au/information-for-trip-leaders/


Code of Ethics 

Four Wheel Drive Australia Code Of Ethics 

ST4WDC is affiliated with Four Wheel Drive Australia and we promote responsible four 
wheel driving.  We should all observe and support this Code of Ethics.  Remember, image 
is difficult to change. 

 

• Obey the laws and regulations for Recreational Vehicles that apply to public lands. 

• Respect the cultural, heritage and environmental values of public/private land, by 
obeying restrictions that may apply. 

• Respect our flora and fauna. Stop and look, but never disturb. 

• Keep to formed vehicle tracks. 

• Keep the environment clean. Carry your own, and any other, rubbish out. 

• Keep your vehicle mechanically sound and clean to reduce the environmental impact. 

• Adopt minimal impact camping and driving practices. 

• Seek permission before driving on private land. Do not disturb livestock or watering 
points, leave gates as found. 

• Take adequate water, food, fuel, basic spares and a first aid kit on trips. In remote areas 
travel with another vehicle and have Royal Flying Doctor Service, or equivalent 
emergency contact by radio or satellite. 

• Plan ahead and lodge trip details with a responsible person. 

• Enjoy your recreation and respect the rights of others. 

• Support four-wheel drive touring as a legitimate family activity. 

• Consider joining an affiliated four-wheel drive Club. 

 

This Code supports the National Recreational Four Wheel Drive Vehicle Policy. 

Produced by Four Wheel Drive Australia in the interest of promoting responsible vehicle 
use. 

 

For advice and assistance in meeting the requirements of this Code of Conduct contact 
the Secretary 

 

©Four Wheel Drive Australia, August 2010 

https://4wda.com.au/about-us/
mailto:secretary@4wda.com.au
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So.  I’ve had 2 months to try and come up with something since there was no January newsletter, 

and boy have I got news for you.  Well, a bit, probably about the same as normal. And possibly 

just about as interesting, so feel free to stop reading now.  But since I put the effort in, perhaps you 

should too.  So I take that back; keep reading, there will be a test at the end.  

I hope everyone had a good Christmas break and that COVID-19 and travel bans didn’t bugger 

things up too much.  After a year of COVID-19 hopefully we are getting used to it (despite the 

frustrating quick changes to border/travel restrictions) and we are all working around it to get on 

with life again. Our Christmas went about as expected.  Me being a Grinch and generally 

miserable, catching up with friends and family, eating too much, and drinking too much.  I must be 

getting old as I got gout.  Not pleasant.  <Express sympathy here>.  I had to spend 3 days on the 

couch.  

The Club Christmas raffles were a great success.  Tickets for the hams at the December meeting 

went quickly, and the Monster Raffle (done online through RaffleTix) drawn on 20 December was 

well subscribed. Hopefully everyone who won has received their prizes by now.  Thanks to Matt 

Maddigan for organising the on-line raffle and congratulations to the winners.  There were a 

number of interesting prizes for the raffle at the January Club meeting, including a Companion 

Shower.  I didn’t know if that was the brand or a friendly suggestion.  

The March meeting (Tuesday 9th) will include the Annual General Meeting.  All Committee 

positions will be declared vacant, so please, if you think you can make a contribution consider 

nominating for one of the positions.  Even if someone else already has.  I am not sure whether the 

Committee should take it as a compliment if there is no second nomination and that the general 

membership is happy with the way the Club is managed, or whether we should be thinking it is a 

state of apathy.  I think I will go with the first option.  

Because of COVID-19, the Association’s Act has been modified to ensure that members may vote 

by Proxy (at meetings where a formal vote is required).  So for the AGM we will be making proxy 

forms available.  The form itself will be available on the website closer to the AGM date (and once 

we know what proxy votes are required) along with details of where to send the proxy to ensure it 

is counted.  

The 4WD Spectacular Organising Committee has now fully convened and is well underway with 

planning for the next show.  At the moment the intention is for a 2022 show, most likely on the 

weekend of the 29/30 January, however one of the first things the Committee has to do is complete 

a full risk assessment, particularly in regard to COVID-19 and the implications that any travel bans 

or social distancing restrictions may have on the event.  In the meantime though, there are a 

number of organising activities that can commence.  A few people have already advised that they 

are willing to provide some assistance, but do not have the time to be on the Organising 

Committee, so if you are able to provide any background assistance please get in contact with Brad 

Wells (Chair of the 4WD Spectacular Organising Committee).  

President’s Report  

Andy Squire 
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President’s Report  

Andy Squire 

As a club, we need to decide which 3 Charities we will be nominating to receive support from the 

Spectacular.  Normally these are charities that provide some direct assistance to 4WD or related 

recreational activities.  If you have any suggestions, let me know at the next Club meeting, or 

shoot me an email.  We need to agree on these by the end of March.  

And finally in regard to the Spectacular, one of the things I have been banging on about is 

making the Spectacular spectacular again.  To do this the Organising Committee is looking at 

revising the grounds layout to have the display arena in a more central location, move the current 

display tent into a more central location, enlarge the test track, and schedule a range of displays 

and demonstrations that will re-engage the 4WD community and attendees at the Show.  Matt 

Warmington has taken on the role of coordinating the Demonstrations, and while there have been 

a number of suggestions already, if you have any ideas let Matt or the Organising Committee 

know.  Apparently a tug of war between a Patrol and an 80 Series is not considered a great idea 

though (something about safety), but anything else is up for consideration at this stage.  (I 

thought it was a good idea when I suggested it, but noooo……).  Get those ideas rolling in!  

During the Christmas/New Year break, and then again a few weeks later we were able to run a 

couple of musters at the Club property.  After all the rain and warm weather the grass was long 

and the weeds were sprouting, so a big effort was made to get things back under control.  There is 

a property report, so more on that later in the magazine, but thanks to Rob Donaldson our 

Property Coordinator and all those who went out to help.  

Remember, there is another Member’s only raffle being drawn next Tuesday at the Club meeting 

for Full members who are financial as at COB Friday 5 Feb.  The Club meetings are still going 

ahead, and we will be reintroducing the Lids For Kids collection at the February meeting, so if 

you have been collecting bring them along.  If you haven’t been collecting during COVID-19, 

then it might be time to start again.  

And now my fingers hurt from typing, my brain aches from thinking for too long, and I have run 

out of semi-intelligent things to write (working on the assumption that I have been semi-

intelligent to this point) so I’ll sign off.  See you on the tracks.   

Reader’s Test:          

Q:            Did you really read to the end?  

Q:            What is the airspeed velocity of an unladen swallow?  

Q:            Did I say the test would have anything to do with the article? 
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Happy New Year everyone, 

I hope you all had a grand time over Christmas and managed 

to spend time with family or friends.  I was able to get 

together with my parents at my sister’s house after having to 

cancel the planned trip to the Southern Highlands because of 

COVID-19 travel concerns.  We all had a great day and ate too 

much, as you do on such occasions. 

The gap between Chrissy and New Year saw a group of 

volunteers get out to Talooge for some much needed 

maintenance and a chance to get away with the fourby and put 

something other than tarmac under the tyres.   

Santa was very good to me last year and the chainsaw now has 

a home along with all the doo dads and doo hickeys that go 

along with that.  I also managed to get a sneaky pressie in for 

myself and now have the ability to prepare tasty pastries on 

the road :o)  Problem is trying to find a suitable place to put it, 

though I think I’ve come up with a cunning idea.   

The Chainsaw Training trip report was misplaced last year and didn't make it into the 

October edition so I’ve included it in this one (oops..).  The Club participated in a Chainsaw 

Course run by Getabout in September along with members of the ACT 4WD Club and 

Landrover Club. It was a great experience even though we had to do some practical work in 

the rain on the Sunday.  The instructor ratified it by saying you don’t get to pick the weather 

when you need to clear a track and get where you’re going. 

We spent quite a bit of time in the Brindies in December 

judging by trip reports from Friday in the Brindies, a Night 

Drive in the Brindies, and Assisting NPWS with a pre-summer 

trail check in the Northern Brindabellas also featured. 

A Campfire Cooking recipe from Mark Wakelam is included 

with some innovative ideas about whipping cream, who’d have 

thought?, and more to the point what was the inspiration?   

The Spectacular Committee is up and running with ST4WDC 

and ACT4WDC running the show in 2020.  You will probably 

hear more as time and planning progresses and what you can 

do to help out.   

Happy trails,  

Matt.. 

 Letter from the Editor 
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In accordance with the Constitution, notice is hereby given that the 2021 Annual General Meeting 

(AGM) of the Southern Tablelands Four Wheel Drive Club Inc will take place at 7:30pm on Tues-

day 9 March 2020 at the Canberra Deakin Football Club, 3 Grose Street, Deakin ACT.  

An important business item of the AGM is to elect our Committee. In accordance with the Club’s 

By-Laws, Full Members, Family Members (Spouses/Partners) and Life Members over the age of 

18 are eligible to nominate for the committee and to vote at the AGM.   

An office-bearer of the Club and the spouse/partner or dependent of that member may not occupy 

a position as office-bearers of the Club at the same time.  

Nominations for positions on the Committee shall be made in writing signed by two members of 

the Club and accompanied by the written consent of the candidate (endorsed on the form of nomi-

nation) and must be lodged with the Secretary (Secretary@st4wdc.com.au) by 27 Feb 2021 (i.e. 

10 days before the meeting).  

The Committee positions to be filled at the Annual General Meeting are:  

President * Vice President * Secretary* Treasurer * 

Membership Secretary Education Coordinator Events & Trips Coordinator 

Publications Coordinator Property Coordinator Public Relations Coordinator 

Information Coordinator General Committee Members (four positions)  

(* office-bearer)   

If there is only one nomination received for a Committee position the person nominated shall be 

deemed to be elected. If there is more than one nomination received for a Committee position then 

a ballot shall be held. The ballot for the election of a Committee member shall be conducted at the 

Annual General Meeting in such usual and proper manner as the Committee may direct.  Proxy 

forms will be made available on the Club’s website.  

If insufficient nominations are received to fill all the vacancies on the Committee then further 

nominations, made on the Committee nomination form, shall be received at the Annual General 

Meeting.  Proxy votes for these positions will not be taken.  

The Committee is established under the Club’s Constitution. The By-Laws describe the Commit-

tee structure including the responsibilities of committee members. Both documents are available 

on the Club’s website or from the Secretary.   

AGM related documents including Committee Nomination Forms will be made available on the 

website.  

Only persons who are financial members on the day of the Annual General Meeting, and 

were financial members as at 27 February 2020, will be eligible to nominate for Committee 

positions and to vote at the AGM. 

A nomination form is provided on the next page..   

SOUTHERN TABLELANDS 4 WHEEL DRIVE CLUB Inc 

Annual General Meeting -2021 
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Planning is underway 

for the 2022 Spectacu-

lar, including a full 

risk assessment as re-

quired due to COVID-

19.  Current planning 

is for the weekend of 

29/30 January, howev-

er this may change or 

the Spectacular may 

be postponed if the 

risk of running the 

Show is considered 

too great.  While the 

Risk assessment is being completed, a number of organising actions can commence, 

so anyone who is willing to assist in the planning and organising of the Show but does not 

have time to participate on the Organising Committee, please give Brad Wells a call.  

Could all those who have Wheel Covers from previous shows please return them to Brad 

Wells or bring them to a Club meeting.  They can be used for the next show, but will re-

quire minor modification to correct the dates and the participating clubs.  Once updated 

they will be reissued.  

The MOU for the Spectacular states that “profits out of staging the event must be distribut-

ed (a) to the charity or charities supported by the Event in accordance with the Articles of 

Operation, and (b) the balance equally amongst the Clubs”.  The Article s of Operations 

agree to 40% of profits are donated to charities (the 40% takes into account any donations 

made during the running of the Show).  Normally we nominate 3 charities to make dona-

tions to. Suggestions for appropriate Charities to be sponsored by the 2022 event are invit-

ed, so if you have any ideas then please forward them to President@st4wdc.com.au for 

consideration by the Club before nominations are passed to the Organising Committee.  

To bring the ‘Spectacular’ back in, the organising Committee is reviewing the grounds lay-

out to include a demonstration arena in a more central location, relocate the demonstration 

tent, and possibly increase the size of the test track. Planning a schedule of activities that 

will engage with the audience is underway, and suggestions for 4WD or Camping related 

activities which could be demonstrated are welcome.  Matt Warmington has taken lead role 

in coordinating the demonstrations, so if you have any suggestions of appropriate activities 

please contact him at promo-5@4wdspectacular.org.au  

2022 4WD Spectacular  

mailto:President@st4wdc.com.au
mailto:promo-5@4wdspectacular.org.au
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Trip Report - Accredited Chainsaw Training 

Participants: 

• Glen Watts 

• Matt Warmington 

• Andy Squire 

• Bronwyn Squire 

• Rob Donaldson 

• Jim Anderson 

• Michael Patrick 

• Mark Wakelam 

• Rod Williams 

• Ciril Karo 

 

This trip was planned for earlier in 

August, but due to a very rainy 

weekend, was wisely postponed.  It 

meant though that a couple of slots 

opened up, and yours truly was able to 

join the training.   

We met on Friday afternoon at Uriarra 

Homestead, and, after the shortest of 

briefings (“follow convoy procedure, 

because you’ll get lost in the pine 

forests”), we headed off. One and half 

hours later, and true to his word, many 

twists and turns through the pine 

forests, we ended up at the 

picturesque property, Ulmarra, as our 

base for the training.  To visualise 

where we were, picture this – from the 

flat, we were just on the 

Goodradigbee River, and looking East 

we could see to our right the lights of 

cars heading into Flea creek, and to 

our left cars coming down to Lovells 

crossing.   

Our hosts were John and Cheryl and 

they made us feel right at home with a 
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Trip Report - Accredited Chainsaw Training 

3m by 3m fire pit, and the very popular pizza 

oven!   Setting up in daylight was a novel 

change, and we soon settled in for some 

dinner and stories.  This was a mixed club 

trip with a total of 14 students across the 

three Canberra clubs, with the cost subsidised 

by the ACT 4WD association and NSW 

National Parks.  The accredited training was 

required for us to be able to work with the 

Parks services on fire trail clearing and the 

like.  

Our trainers were Graham and another John 

(Macca) from Getabout training services. 

While the course information was pitched at 

new entrants to the forestry industry, 

thankfully they recognised the experienced 

nature of the group, and set about ensuring 

that we had our bad habits corrected, rather 

than training us from the novice up.  The 

training emphasised safety at all times, and taught chainsaw maintenance, tree trimming 

and cutting, but not felling trees.  Given what we’d be doing on trips and trails, it was very 

practical.  A full Saturday of theory, practice, and even more practice saw us turn most of a 

substantial fallen dead tree into perfect sized fire wood, and some old creaky bodies had a 

quiet night to recover ready for the promised substantial cutting at a neighbouring property 

the next day.  Overnight though the predicted rain came, and we woke to a wet morning 

and a revamped program. A quick touch of more theory, and a practical written test later 

(not onerous at all), we spent an hour or so, doing some confirmatory cutting so the 

instructors could tick us off, and the training was all done.   
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A quick pack up and convoy 

out, then followed.  Advice was 

the trail out, following rain, had 

a steep pinch needing some low 

tire pressures to ensure we got 

out.  Dropping to 12 PSI 

seemed extreme, but did ensure 

the track wasn’t too cut up for 

those following with camper 

trailers.  An uneventful run 

home saw us all with lots of 

daylight hours to clean trucks, 

and more importantly clean and 

service our chain saws!  A big 

thank you to Glen Watts who had been the chief organiser, and to Cheryl and John for 

opening up their property (although they now have firewood for a long time to come!).  The 

Getabout training team were great, and Getabout offer a number of other courses if you are 

interested in checking their website.  Ciril Karo 

 

I was eagerly anticipating the Nationally 

Accredited Chainsaw Course to supplement 

the training I completed last year with the 

SES.  Although I didn't learn much more than 

taught by the SES, I was able to consolidate 

the theory and learnt a few more 

tricks.  Unfortunately the instructors were 

unable to help me to be able to cold start my 

saw (I can restart when warm but just don't 

have the arm strength to start it cold), I did 

have fun and practiced bore cuts (really neat), 

ripping cuts (hard work!) and cutting up 

really, really big logs with my 16" chain saw 

(took a bit of time and effort but it is 

achievable).  I did learn that I don't much like 

chain sawing in the rain!!!  The company was 

top notch, with 12 club members coming out 

for the weekend, and the property on the 

Trip Report - Accredited Chainsaw Training 
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Trip Report - Accredited Chainsaw Training 

banks of the Goodradigbee River was fantastic (wish I owned it as it's secluded, pretty as a 

picture, and not far from Canberra).  Now, let me at those track blocking fallen trees....... 

Bron  

 

I learnt a few things on this training. 

Correctly start the chainsaw between your knees with the right knee slightly bent to hook 

the saw behind the knee.  Chain brake off using the right hand.  When laying the chainsaw 

on the ground lay the blade flat to the ground.  Offset the chain saw to the right so if kick 

back occurs the saw will kick over the right shoulder. Reinforce thumb in chain brake.  My 

chains are worn. (replaced now). I cant find my sharpening and maintenance gear (still lost 

so I have bought a new 

set. Which means lost 

gear will turn up). Jim 

Anderson snores - 

sounded like a chainsaw. 

I had a great time.  

Sunday was wet and 

interesting. 

Michael P 

 

It’s always great to whip 

out the chainsaw! This 

time to find out how to 

use it properly. Turns out 
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Trip Report - Accredited Chainsaw Training 

the SES course that the club 

runs does all that and more. 

But now I have a piece of 

paper. Nice spot in the 

Brindies to camp for the 

weekend and it’s always 

good to relax by a fire. 

Shame about the weather, 

but the trip reminded me 

how beautiful the Brindies 

are and they are on our 

doorstep. Mark 

 

The weather gods were not in favour of the first attempt at this course with rain causing it 

to be postponed. It appears that they might have only just caught wind (pardon the pun) of 

the second attempt and came out with rain on the Sunday.  There was certainly no 

shortage of good camping spots on our hosts property situated on the other side of the 

river from Lovells Flat, though we stayed away from the river bank after warnings of 

unstable trees dropping limbs (sounds a little like me at the end of the evening).  Our 

hosts John and Cheryl were lovely and fired up the pizza oven and fire pit for us on the 

Friday night. Saturday started with a theory course delivered by the experienced Getabout 

instructors. 

The course is mainly focussed on safety operating chainsaws, which became more evident 

in the afternoon session cutting timber with students either being a thumb offender, or a 
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Trip Report - Accredited Chainsaw Training 

head offender.  Initially we struggled with 

the new rules and methods but by day two 

everyone had mostly committed them to 

memory.  Sunday involved more theory and 

an exam, followed by a short session in the 

rain, explained by "you might not be able to 

pick when you need to clear a track". Thanks 

to everyone for a great couple of days, to 

Glen Watts for organising the ST4WDC 

participants, and to 4WD NSW and ACT for 

subsidising the course.  We are now in a 

better position to assist NPWS with track 

clearing and maintaining access for 

responsible 4WDers.  

Matt Warmington 

  

Was really looking forward to participating 

in this Chainsaw course run by Getabout.  

Knocked off early on the Friday to meet the 

Group at Uriarra Homestead at 4pm. Headed 

into the Property where the chainsaw course 

was being held, fantastic location with some 

great camping spots. The hosts were very 

welcoming and the large fire pit was a treat 

to sit around.  Great weather on the Saturday 

but rained all night and throughout the 

Sunday. Finished the course early and pack 

up was in the wet.  Thanks to Getabout and 

the 4wd Association for organising this 

training event. Rob  
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Trip Report - Accredited Chainsaw Training 

Friday night we headed out to a private 

property on the western side of the 

Goodradigbee river, almost opposite 

Lowell's flat.  Property was fantastic and the 

large fire already blazing was almost up to 

standard.  After a quick set up (how the hell 

did we wind up in the middle of the 

circle?!!) we headed over for a happy hour 

and to meet our trainers for the 

weekend.  Tried not to get too happy since 

we would be using lethal machinery the next 

morning (not to mention the high pitched 

buzz they create wouldn't go well with a bad 

head).  Having done the SES training I 

thought it would be a brush up and a few 

new tips and tricks (remember after the SES 

training I said 'you learn from your mistakes, 

and I learnt a crap load'?).  And it kind of 

went like that again.  So what did I learn this 

time?  Well, apparently if you borrow a chainsaw for the course it might be worthwhile 

making sure the bugger runs for more than 11 minutes before it wants to go home.  And 

the plug for the Bar Oil reservoir actually seals.  But at least I had one (and could always 

use Bron's when she was not wielding it like a ninja).  I was told having your head 

directly over the bar while cutting so you can see what is going on is not the right thing to 

do.  Something about kick-back, running saws and lobotomies.  Correct head position was 

instilled by a soft tap on the side of the helmet to get you to pull your head to one side.  

For a while there I thought Woody Woodpecker was going at me.  Oh, and you don't need 

to move the saw backwards and forwards - the spinning chain does that for you..... Slow 
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Trip Report - Accredited Chainsaw Training 

learner some might 

say.  But I got it in 

the end.  Sunday 

was a bit miserable 

with a fair bit of rain 

in the night and 

during the day, but 

since we had to 

finish the course out 

we went. (One 

fearless participant 

tried desperately to 

'disengage' and head 

home at 7.30 am, but had to stay if they wanted sign off.  Apparently they have a 

reputation for this).  So, what did I learn on Sunday? First off, trying to start the chainsaw 

while holding an umbrella is not the recommended course of action.  Luckily there was 

someone to hold it for me.  Then, wet wood cuts about the same as dry wood, but is more 

slippery, so be more careful where you stand.  In the middle of blackberries and thistles is 

not the right spot.  Probably not even when it isn't raining.  And felt hats don't stop your 

head getting wet.  I managed to make it through the day with all my limbs still attached 

and now apparently I am certified to use a chainsaw.  But the borrowed chainsaw still 

won't start. Oh well, Bron can get my firewood for me.....  Andy Squire 
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ST4WDC The Golden Axxe, Round 1 Results: 

7th Tayla Teede-Miller   42 points 

6th Luke Guillot   48 points  

5th Matty Miller  51 points  

4th Mick Guillot  84 points  

3rd Emma Kerr  88 points   

2nd Pelican  91 points  

1st Shakey   99 points  

Points of note: 

• Emma had the first bullseye in practice her second 

throw. A total of bullseye 2 and dropped 16. 

• Pelican got the first bullseye in the rounds. A total of bullseye  3 and dropped 14 

• Shakey struggled to even hit the board in practice let alone have any stick.  He 

dropped 3 throws in his first round but scored a bullseye on his 4th, 6th, and 7th throw.  

Once he got his eye on target he had a total of 10 bullseye and dropped 15. 

Hopefully we will see you at the next round.  Shakey 

I had an amazing time 

at Axxe - Axe 

throwing. The staff 

shared some tips and 

tricks which was very 

handy as I haven't 

thrown an axe before, 

same as everyone else.  

They gave you heaps 

of chances to throw 

the axe, even a 

practice round before 

you score any points. I 

would 100% go again. 

Thank you everyone, for creating a supporting and encouraging environment.  

Tayla Teede-Miller :)  
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Having seen a long time ago adverts for Axxe 

throwing I had always wondered but never had 

the opportunity to go, but then Shakey put up 

the add and Emma and I thought it would be 

fun so along we went. $50 for 40 throws seems 

expensive but it worked out about an hour with 

the group we had. With a coach and scorer 

provided that took the guessing out and some 

gentle guidance and some practice goes we 

soon began to have a great time!  Hooting and 

hollering at every miss and loud thud from the 

axxe not sticking but rather hitting the board 

sideways. Bullseyes here and there from all it 

was great fun! Wise people didn’t go for the 8 

points or nothing throw that would present 

every so often it was safer to aim for the 

bullseyes and score something rather than 

none!  Emma and I had a fantastic time and would love to do it again!  

Thanks to Daz for organising it!!! Pelican  

Got our butts kicked by Dad but overall a great event, lots of fun. Next round I will be 

coming back to steal the title from Dad.  Matthew Miller  
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The Social Club plans and organise social events for inclusion in the Club calendar.  

There were seven attendees at the last meeting: Trish Miller, Brad Wells, Deb Davidson, 

Jane Coffee, Sarah Wallace, Suzanne Finch and Sue Phillips.  

The meeting was very productive and produced the event summary shown below which 

includes some of the events already on the calendar and a few other ideas.  

Events highlighted in yellow still need a leader / organiser.  If you would like to help out 

with any of these events or would like to attend the next meeting on 16th March please 

get in contact with Sue Phillips at sue.phillips1961@gmail.com.   

Trip leaders / organisers need no experience, and there is a great deal of support available 

through Sue and the Social Club.   

 Location Date/frequency 

Events already scheduled 

Sunday drive and lunch Brindabella’s and Murrumbateman 

Pub 
31/1/21 (day) 

Molonglo Gorge Walk Molonglo Gorge 27/2/21 (day) 

Ladies Day - Brush and bubbles Wanniassa 28/2/2021 (day) 

Golf Day Tumut 6/3/21 (weekend) 

Social Day/ Camping Gunning 7/5/21 (weekend) 

      

Proposed events 

AXXE Fyshwick TBC Every two months 

Bredbo Pub / Christmas Barn Bredbo 30/10/21 (weekend) 

Christmas get together Talooge/Yarralumla 20/11/2021 

Cider Festival Batlow 15/5/21 (weekend) 

Running of the Sheep Boorowa 3/10/21 (weekend) 

Cherry Festival Young 3/12/21 (weekend) 

Murrumbateman wineries Murrumbateman TBC (day) 

   

Other Suggestions 

Trivia nights Jerrabomberra Pub TBC (Thursday nights) 

Crookwell Potato Festival Crookwell 17/4/21 (weekend) 

Christmas in July   24/7/21 ? (weekend) 

Social weekend/ Camping Araluen TBC (weekend) 

Ten Pin Bowling Tuggeranong TBC (evening) 

Barefoot Bowling Weston TBC (evening) 

Parkes Elvis Festival Parkes 5/1/22 (weekend) 
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A great way for ST4WDC club 

members to contribute to the 

community. Thank you to every 

body that assisted 

Michael Patrick 

 

 

Thanks to Glen for organising this 

day helping and building our 

relationship with NPWS, and 

blowing the dust off the 

chainsaws. Couldn’t have asked 

for a better day. Beautiful and 

cool in the morning clearing to a 

sunny day in the afternoon.  

I saw some parts of the Brindies 

I’d not seen before, especially the 

eastern end of Two Sticks. Such a 

lush, healthy, and green section of 

bush. Mostly spent the day 

widening the gaps made for 

Suzuki Sierras to admit a fire 

appliance, and clearing dangerous 

hanging trees from beside the 

track.  

Matt W 

 

 

As I was driving back from 

Sunday’s exertions, I pondered 

the fact that the 3 times I’ve been 

out with the club this year, or at 

least since the ’Roona struck, 

have been volunteering my time, 
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either at a Working Bee at Talooge, at Two Thumbs, and then a day with NSWPS clearing 

tracks in time for the Fire Season. It gives me an enormous sense of wellbeing and I feel 

privileged that this club gives me these opportunities.   

We gathered on a cool, misty morning. With the ingrained fear of being last and thus 

stuck with writing the trip report people are arriving earlier and earlier. As there was a 

night drive the evening before I suspected some had camped over.  

Sarah from NSWPA and Glen briefed us, we divided into two groups. I was with Michael 

Patrick (MP) in what I can only call the “Old and Bold” group. Its sweet how Jim 

Anderson and MP carry on like an old married couple. 

We let the other group head off while we aired down and arranged the convoy into 
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choppers and chuckers – Choppers with 

chainsaws, chuckers with brains and brawn?       

I was honoured to be MP’s chucker! And off 

we went into the clouds.  

I was running some tracking software and so 

recorded the Coordinates of our major efforts 

and some notes along the way, so I have used 

them below and for a bit of ”fun” you can 

follow along at home. 

-35.26401, 148.86659 – First fallen tree of 

the day. Though wide enough for the convoy, 

MP still hits it with Big Red. Using the 

measure of “can a RFS tanker pass” we 

decide to tidy up someone else’s half-arsed 

job. Big mountain ash down so 4 chainsaws 

in action, MP flooded his chainsaw. Matt 

started getting Chainsaw fever, the insatiable 

desire to keep on cutting, so even when we 

had opened up the road so it was wider than 

Northbourne avenue he kept on. 

-35.26507, 148.85175 another partly cleared 

tree, widened track, MP didn’t flood this 

time. MP chainsaw seems mighty blunt, 

plenty of steam rising from the damp wood 

which he only seems to be caressing, MP 

replaces chain. Drag chain onto Big Red to 

remove big bits – team think it’s a good way 

of slowing MP down so we can take morning 

tea. 

-35.25953, 148.82146 MP had been very 

keen to get onto Baldy Range and finally we 

arrived. Waiting at the turnoff to Baldy 

Range was a bunch of Chicken Chasers (trail 

bikers) who advised that there was a major 

tree across the track and it was impassable. 
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We then found two “hangers”, attached one 

to Chris’s truck and dragged it out. Long 

straight tree. “Lovely fire wood” said Chris. 

-35.22203, 148.83259 (12:33) So after a few 

more blockages previously only cleared wide 

enough for a [Suzuki] Jimny we found the 

spot where the Chicken Chasers had stopped 

and turned round (or reversed up), tree 

across track. MP and MW, our intrepid 

chainsaw cutters eat it up with a great a great 

gusto. 

-35.21058, 148.83751 (12:49) LUNCH 

-35.21565, 148.76109 - hanger over road, is 

it a threat? Yes it is! Bottom one cut and 

cleared Should we cut the top one? MP 

“No”, Jim “ Yes” and promptly jams his 

chainsaw, much to MP’s delight. 

And that was that, we met the other team, 

let’s call them the “young and timorous” at 

McIntyre's Hut for a brief bout of group 

photos then it was time to go home. The day 

had cleared, the sky was blue and the trails 

dusty – just as we like it. 

Tom Bustin 

 

We all met at the usual meeting place for a 

typical drive into the Brindies out the front 

of the Uriarra Homestead. But with a 

difference this time we were loaded up with 

chainsaws and had a couple of extra guests. 

(National Park Rangers).  We were split into 

two groups and given our instructions as to 

what we were hoping to accomplish for the 

day.  
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Our group was led in through a number of 

gates and we hadn’t even made it into the 

National Park when we came across our first 

tree to clear off the track.  

Once we got into the Park our convoy split 

into two again and hit the trails from each 

side with a plan of meeting in the middle . 

This was eventually accomplished using 

chainsaws and manpower to clear the tracks 

as best we could keeping in mind these 

tracks are fire trails and may need to have 

fire tankers use them.   

Once we had finished we made the track 

down into McIntyre's where we had a late 

lunch and waited for the other convoy. Once 

they turned up we had a quick debrief and 

headed back out.  

Thanks to all who organised the day I think 

we can be proud as a Club that we are 

invited to help with these sorts of tasks as it 

is time well spent helping make the 

community safer coming into the fire season. 

Rob Stevenson  

 

 

It was quarter to the hour of the time at the 

meeting stop and the majority of the 

members were already there bright eyed and 

bushy tailed excited and raring to go. 

We broke off into two convoys with a map 

and a plan. At the beginning of the day it was 

on the cold side and drizzly with rain. It soon 

become a beautiful day with the sun shining 

bright. 
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Our group cleared a lot of fallen branches off 

the tracks and scrub on the side of the tracks 

that were overhanging.  Glen and Mark had a 

good go on their chainsaws with Rob D, Lisa 

and Rob S lending their support moving the 

branches and cut up wood off the tracks. 

We all met up at McIntyre’s Hut camp area 

at the end of the day and sat near the river 

and enjoyed the rest and company.  

A big Thank you to Michael and Glen for 

working together with National Parks to get 

this day organised. Rob and I will look 

forward to help on another one of these days 

in whatever capacity with National Parks.  

Rob and Lynne  

 

A great day supporting NSW Parks with 

track clearing activities. The weather was 

good to us and we managed to get rid of 

many track blockages through the day. The 

only downside for me was accidentally 

standing in a bull ant nest and getting badly 

bitten on my feet, ankles and legs despite 

wearing boots and long trousers. Thanks to 

Glen Watts I quickly took anti-histamine and 

lathered myself in bite cream and all was 

good. The air was rather blue for a little 

while! We then drove down to McIntyre's 

Hut and found a perfect spot for lunch by the 

river in the lovely sunshine before heading 

back to the city. Thanks to Glen for 

organising another great day out on the 

tracks providing support to NPWS and 

opening up the tracks for the community.  

Lisa & Mark  



Southern Trails February 2021 25 

 

Trip Report - Track Clearing with NPWS 



Southern Trails February 2021 26 

 

Trip Report - Track Clearing with NPWS 

Perfect weather for a drive and a little bit of 

work.  Some tracks I've never driven before, 

with rewarding views on offer.   

Good company and the chance to help out 

National Parks.  The chance to see chainsaws 

used to good effect and the satisfaction of 

leaving the Brindabella National Park tracks 

in a better state than we found them.   

All up, a great day out!  Many thanks to 

Glenn and Michael for making this happen. 

Tony Warren 

 

In all, a wonderful day to help  some of the 

NSW National Park staff to clear some 

tracks. They might have a wonderful ‘office’ 

but so many extra tasks to attend to after the 

rain and wind  received in our region the last 

few weeks. For our Club to be able to help 

them to inspect the state of the tracks in the 

least used part of the Brindies it was a treat 

and the warm and sunny day was a bonus. 

Sarah, a very cheerful Ranger / Team leader, 

suggested that we divide our volunteer group 

in two teams enabling us to cover two 

different zones and then regroup at 

McIntyre’s Hut for a late lunch. 

Alain and I felt privileged to discover this 

less known area of Canberra’s big backyard 

usually inaccessible due to locked gates 

through private properties.  

There is a mix of native bushland, rock steps 

and steep hills but our paths wandered across 

beautiful valleys. Alas, some patches were 

infested by weeds (mostly St John's-wort) 
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and weed management was the next major 

job for Sarah and one of her colleagues that 

afternoon.  

We crossed some gullies overgrown by 

shrubbery as not used for weeks but the drive 

was smooth, no major challenge.  

There surely was some chainsaw work 

required to clear some vegetation which had 

fallen on our trail but the vista made it such a 

treat. 

Lunch was lovely, set up in a warm and 

sunny spot by the river.  

 

Sadly, we had to be on the 

move again, back to our daily 

routine. The trip finished mid-

afternoon.  

Alain and I had a fantastic 

day and would highly 

recommend Members put 

their name down for the next 

volunteering day with NSW 

NPWS. 

Alain & Francoise 
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Our Club Sponsors 

Mark and Nicole Roberts have been Battery World Franchisees since 
2004.  Apart from selling a huge range of batteries they also 
specialise in auto electrical service, dual battery systems, solar 
installations, plus camper trailer, and van setups. 

They will also come to you and test fit a new battery to get you on 
your way ASAP.  Their off-site assistance is available 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week and their team have all the equipment they need 
to check or fit a battery of complete a jump start.  Call (02) 6282 
9884 to have one of their experts come to you! 

Find them at: 95 Grenville Court, Phillip ACT (02) 6282 9884  

The folks at Monaro Off Road Centre have been long time 
supporters and members of our club, and look after the vehicles of 
many of our members. 

Michael and Rod can look after you with all vehicle servicing, 
repairs, pre-purchase inspections, trip preparation, new car warranty 
servicing, and a free courtesy car on request.  They can supply and 
fit accessories from all the well known brands from leading 
manufacturers. 

Find them at: 25 Stevens Road, Queanbeyan. (02) 6297 6006 

Tyres & More is a national network of family-friendly tyre stores, 
offering you and your family safety on the road through Quality, 
Service & Value. 

Safety and performance on the road encompasses everything from 
good tyres to mechanical repairs and services. Our aim is to offer 
Australians the most complete car care possible, from tyre needs to 
safety examinations and accessories such as child restraints.  

Find them at: 79 Newcastle St, Fyshwick. (02) 6109 5024 
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Members should note that many of our fantastic sponsors offer Club 

members a discount on goods purchased from them. Please ask at time 

of purchase and make sure to mention that you’re a ST4WDC member.   
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This report covers both the December and January Musters. [Ed] 

Wow !! what a great turn out by members to these 2 Musters. So much was achieved, and 

I want to thank each and everyone of you that attended. A huge effort was put in by all 

and the property is looking great. 

Many hands make light work, the camaraderie and good nature of members makes a 

weekend at Talooge very enjoyable. Over the 2 musters we had a total of 37 Members 

attend. With the rain and sunshine, it was perfect weather for the weeds and the grass to 

grow.  

We carried out the following tasks: Weeding, Paving, Gutter cleaning, slashing, wood 

stack tidied, wood cut, fallen trees off tracks removed, track repairs, repair of pipe work, 

installation of new water stands and tanks, removing  fencing from around the trees on 
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Thurbon flat and 

many other tasks.  

Keep a look out for 

more musters on the 

calendar. 

Rob 

Wow!!, what a 

turnout.. When I 

arrived at the Cherry 

Creek bridge meeting 

place I expected to 

see a half dozen 

trucks with their 

erstwhile owners ready to donate part of their Christmas holiday to maintenance of our 

property.  Boy was I wrong, take a look below at what I saw instead..  If I didn't know 

better I’d have said a new four wheel drive 

dealership had opened up on Jerangle Road. 

No fewer than 14 vehicles with various 

campers and caravans in tow lining up to head 

out for three days of hard yakka, slashing 

weeds, fixing buildings and tracks, putting in 

new signs, pavers, and tank stands, and 

generally taking care of the place.  

If Rob wanted an indication of how much 

assistance he could count on from the Club in 

his new role as Property Coordinator, the 

question has been answered.   

After arriving and setting up camp, we 

gathered for a briefing on the various jobs to 

be done over the next few days.  Blessed with 

fantastic weather, and one or two pesky flies, 

it was a great time to be outdoors. 

MP got Fergie (our tractor) out and did a crash 

course in road maintenance while Sen and 
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Alain dug a trench in the back of the toilet block 

to keep the water out.  Francoise allocated 

herself chief weed remover and cleared out the 

area in front of the toots.   

So much was achieved over the few days 

available.  The weeds that were threatening to 

take over the place were slashed, water tank 

stands were installed, paving was laid, tracks 

were repaired, signs 

went up, the woodpile 

was organised, some 

surveying was done, 

and a good time was 

had by all.   

Cheers, Matt W 

      

You want to see a 

wood pile? Like a 

really large and well 

organized wood pile?  

First take a large 
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random scattering of 

wood of different 

sizes and lengths, get 

a plan and just move 

them all about until 

there is a pile of large 

logs 15M long, 2M 

tall and 1M wide. 

Plus more!  

Surrounded by other stacks of medium sized 

wood and the smaller kindling. Ready for a 

bunch of fires in the coming month and likely 

years. 

It was a fine few days being able to get into 

the club property at Talooge from 27 to 30 

December 2020 for some camping and work 

to bring the home paddock and trails back to a 

good standard. 

An advantage of having a large crew of 

workers and assistants is that the list of work 

that Rob and Lynne had to achieve was well 

and truly done. There was both challenging 

and regular work for everyone to get into. 



Southern Trails February 2021 34 

 

Trip Report - Talooge Musters  

Plus relaxation time 

to enjoy the country 

air. 

There were 28 

attending in campers, 

tents, swags, 

hootchies and 

hammocks. Some 

stayed for one day 

and others for the full 

4 days. People 

formed teams to head off and undertake 

work across the property. 

Michael went round and round the large 

paddock on the tractor mowing the grass and 

weeds in ever decreasing circles, to make for 

a better camping site and reduce the fire risk. 

At the same time the mower and slasher 

were kept going knocking down the harder 

to reach areas around the buildings, trees and 

elsewhere. 

A team cleared the runoff water tanks for the 

toilets, installed new metal stands, made by 

Chris and set the tanks up again for the 

future.  

Another team of willing workers dug up and 
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removed the large thistles and other weeds, 

rubbish was moved from beside the large 

shed and stacked in an area further away 

from the main buildings. Mulch and compost 

were found by Elle and team, bucketed up to 

help growth for the little trees and plants 

surrounding the main assembly area.  

Meanwhile a team under Rob and Bron’s 

direction repaired and cleared out some of 

the trails for future driver training. 

And that was just day one. At the end of each 

day there was the usual social gathering with 

yarns and information for some of the new 

people about the history of the property and 

the work undertaken since it was purchased 

in 2003. 

Rob’s list ran out by the end of day two and 

still the teams worked, cleared and cleaned 

to make the site more attractive for the future when the circumstances allow 

On day three Pelican and his assistants were called in to operate on a failed battery in 

Tony & Cynthia’s Prado. The team were successful in moving the auxiliary battery over 

to the cranking side and thanks to Battery World at Phillip in replacing the battery when 

we returned to Canberra.  

A great trip was had by all.   

Tony Melville 

 

I have done quite a few 

musters in the last few years 

but this has to be the biggest 

effort I have seen from so any 

club members. Well done who 

attended and donated their 

sweat and time. 



Southern Trails February 2021 36 

 

Trip Report - Talooge Musters  

My contribution was slashing the grass and 

weeds on the flats. I had to do it twice as I 

did not have the PTO engaged properly 

(Lessen learnt). It is interesting driving a 

tractor that is 100 years old, the symptoms 

from driving the tractor are: 

Sore left leg from standing on the clutch 

Sore right leg from standing on the brake 

Sinus full of dirt from dust generated from 

tractor 

Sore hands from fighting the steering wheel 

Sore back from back of seat no padding 

Sore bottom as the padding has flattened 

over the last hundred years 

Minor sun burn (did have sun cream on) 

Got my hands dirty 

Michael Patrick 

 

Panicking I would be last to the rendezvous with two children asking "are we there yet?" 

I rolled off Jerangle Road to join the waiting convoy on Strike-a-light Fire trail, - not last! 

two left to come so I could 

leisurely air down as we 

enjoyed the warm morning 

sun. I don't know how many 

people, vehicles and campers 

were there, someone will have 

a list but this was probably the 

most I've seen going into 

Talooge and it was most 

heartening seeing so many 

members taking the 

opportunity to lend a hand and 

enjoy what the club and 
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property offer - friendly like minded people 

coming together lending a hand in a 

peaceful, beautiful part of Australia. 

Now the children were asking if "we'd 

arrived yet" not because they were bored but 

the youngest really wanted to be in the front 

seat for the "bumpy driving" as she loves 

going off road!   Once all had aired down 

and the allotted time ticked over we headed 

across the creek and up the Fire track. As we 

were in the tail of the convoy it was an 

uneventful drive in - no fallen trees or 

stubborn combination padlocks. Other than 

one unexpected stop due to my daughter's 

mouse bladder the drive was, as expected, 

straight forward until we descended to ARB 

crossing and it suddenly became like a 

fantasy movie, when the heroes makes their 

way through the impenetrable forest or onto 

to the inaccessible plateau - we were surrounded by towering plants and flowers crowding 

onto the track and running up the middle. Once across the creek the home paddock was 

tall grass and more flowers - the rain and warmth of 2020  has transformed the paddocks 

from when I have seen them before in winter and during the long dry periods.   

Campsites were identified and 

due to an argument between 

the children I was setting up 

the large 9 person family tent 

plus gazebo which felt like 

overkill rather than a swag and 

neat little two person tent. 

Camp set up, lunch eaten and 

we congregated to listen to 

Rob as he read off jobs and 

asked for volunteers. This is 

were my daughter kept getting 

me to volunteer for 
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whatever came up whether I was suited or 

not. It wasn't until Pelican, for whom my 

daughter has a soft spot, suggested we all go 

collecting firewood as this would tire out the 

children (what a plan!), that we agreed on an 

activity.  

So off we went following Pelican's shiny 

new LDV truck, now as a Brit I have a 

fondness for LDV as they, before being sold 

off to China, were Leyland DAF Vehicles , a 

manufacturer of light commercial vans in the 

UK so it was common to see a LDV mini-

bus, ambulance, mail van on the streets or 

even to rent one to move house. 

In addition to wood collection Matt M had a 

arranged for smart new signs for some of the 

tracks, these signs included our sponsors 

name and logo and added a touch of class. 

So what one person could do in half the time, 

3 of us did in twice, we hammered in star 

pickets and wired the signs. While we 

travelled around Pelican could test out the 

LDV's off road credentials - nursery slopes, 

bog holes, Hole in the wall and even (and 

this just to make him really happy) the 

recovery of a Mitsubishi! Once Pelican had 

covered up his new car smell with "eau de 

Bog Hole" we went searching for wood, 

luckily we found a large downed tree across 

Boundary track. This allowed Matt to show 

off his Chainsaw skills while the children 

lifted and carried the smaller logs filling 

trailer and ute tray. 

Once the track was cleared and wood piled 

up I decided that was enough for me and the 
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kids and we took it easy for the rest of the 

day and enjoyed the natural light show as a 

thunder storm passed us to the North. 

Day two was similar levels of expertise on 

my part - carrying stones to repair Back 

Door and wielding a pick and shovel for 

some maintenance on Hole in the Wall. 

Children painted pictures, played frisbee and 

collected tadpoles, (which are currently in 

my pond at home) all wholesome childhood 

activities that are often lacking in these days 

of iPad and Chromebooks. 

I decided to christen my new camp oven 

(spun metal as it is lighter and more 

importantly more robust) and cooked on the 

big fire. It was a cooler night and the fire 

was very welcome. A simple tomato sauce 

turned out pretty well. As I put the children 

to bed the weather turned and we had a 

steady drizzle through the night. I was only 

staying a couple of nights, as much as I 

dared with two children. Though dry in the 

morning the rain the previous night made 

pack up a damp prospect and required 

everything to be dried out once we got 

home. We all got into the truck, now with a 

few extra passengers in a bucket on my 

daughter's knees, the drive out was a bit 

splashy and she demanded we tell her when 

there was a bump coming up - we spent 

most of the trip back to the road yelling 

"BUMP!"  

Most people stayed for one more day but 

Michael Patrick led a small convoy out, just 

before the allotted time and that was it, a 
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Trip Report - Talooge Musters  

lovely break, great to help out, children 

loved it. The paddocks looked great mown 

and weeded, the fire wood pile neatly 

stacked, the tracks repaired, new water tanks 

and stands outside toilet blocks and of course 

the shiny new track signs in place. All a sight 

to behold and I can't wait to go back for a 

few days of relaxation (and possibly a bit 

of work). 

Tom, Angus & Elspeth 
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ST4WDC Raffles 

ST4WDC 2020 Raffle  

In case you were unaware, the Club 2020 Raffle was drawn on 20th December.  

Congratulations to the Winners: 

• ARB 47l Classic Fridge/Freezer Series II  - Ticket: 154, Name: Rob Davidson 

• ARB JACK - Ticket: 202, Name: Georgina Karo 

• Victron Energy BMV-700 Battery Monitor - Ticket: 262, Name: Peter Shaw 

• ARB Weekender Recovery Kit - Ticket: 866, Name: Scott Grogan 

• ARB Weekender Recovery Kit - Ticket: 206, Name: Duck Tonge 

• ARB Touring Chair - Ticket: 444, Name: Michael Jackson-Rand 

• ARB Speedy Seal Puncture Repair Kit - Ticket: 481, Name: Darrin Lincoln 

 

ST4WDC 2021 Raffle  

As you well know COVID-19 had a dramatic effect on the Club's ability to run our normal 

activities last year. One of which has been the monthly raffle at our Club meetings. To 

make up for the lack of raffles and with the help of some of our sponsors we have put 

together an assortment of prizes for a members raffle. You can view all the prizes here. 

They include: 

• CTEK 20A On-Board Battery Charger  

• GME TX6160 Handheld Radio With External Microphone  

• Garmin Dashcam 46  

• ARB Weekender Recovery Kit  

• ARB Touring Camping Chair  

• ARB Water Crossing Cover  

• ARB Snake & Spider Bite Kit  

All full members who were current financial members as of 5pm on 05/02/2021 will 

automatically go into the draw to win one of the prizes. The raffle will be drawn at the 

Club general meeting on 09/02/2021. 

https://st4wdc.com.au/2021-club-member-raffle-prizes/
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Two Thumbs Helping Hand 

Lemonade Scones with Whipped Cream and Jam 

Ingredients: 

1/2 Cup (125ml) Thickened Cream 

1/2 Cup (125ml) Lemonade 

Pinch of salt (optional) 

1/4 Cup (55g) Caster Sugar (optional)  

2 Cups (300g) Self Raising Flour 

Method: 

Place your camp oven next to the fire to pre-heat (this is important). 

Mix the thickened cream, lemonade, sugar and salt together in a bowl. 

Sift in the self raising flour and fold the mixture through. 

Dust your cutting board and hands with flour to help stop the mixture from sticking, 

and form your scones into about 3 x 6 cm cakes (smaller ones take less time to cook).   

If you have a cake tin that goes inside your camp oven use that, otherwise use a piece 

of aluminium foil, lightly greased with butter or cooking spray.  Also its best to use a 

trivet in your camp oven to avoid burning the bottom of the scones.   

Place the scones in the tray together butting lightly up against each other to help 

them to rise.  Brush the tops with milk (this helps them to brown on top). 

Place the camp oven onto a bed of coals and place coals on top.  Cooking time will 

vary so check after about 10-15 minutes, you want them proper brown on top.  

Cream:  

While the scones are cooking get an empty plastic water 

bottle and tip about 300ml of thickened cream into it.  Add 

vanilla essence and icing sugar if that is your preference.   

Now put on the lid tightly and, SHAKE THE HECK OUT 

OF IT!, till it thickens into whipped cream!  A solid up and 

down motion till you’re red in the face works best.   

Once done, the bottle helps to squeeze out dollops of cream 

onto your scones and jam.   

Enjoy!     

 Campfire Kitchen   

These ones 

were not quite 

done. They 

needed another 

10 minutes or 

so.. 
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Trips and Events 

Michael Patrick 

Note that COVID-19 and other circumstances may affect this list.  Please check 

www.st4wdc.com.au and consult with the Trip Leader to confirm details before attending.  

Members please note that the Club’s UHF channel is Channel 28.    

Start End Activity Type Grade Leader 

18/02/21 21/02/21 Safe One Basic Driver Training Course Training Not Required Bronwyn Squire 

19/02/21 21/02/21 Basic Winching and Recovery Course Training Grade 3 Bronwyn Squire 

27/02/21 27/01/21 Molonglo Gorge Walk 
Social 
Event 

Not Required Michael Patrick 

27/02/21 27/02/21 Brindabella Ramble 2nd Convoy Trip Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

28/02/21 28/02/21 Ladies afternoon - Bubbles and Brushes 
Social 
Event 

Not Required Lynne Donaldson 

28/02/21 28/02/21 Brindabella Ramble Trip Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

6/03/21 6/03/21 Golf &amp; Country Show Day at Tumut 
Social 
Event 

Grade 2 Brad Wells 

6/03/21 14/03/21 Balloon Spectacular, Canberra 
Social 
Event 

Not Required Michael Patrick 

14/03/21 14/03/21 The long Broken Power-Line Trip Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

16/03/21 16/03/21 
Information Night Sand Driving and River 
Crossing Course 

Training Grade 3 Bronwyn Squire 

19/03/21 19/03/21 The Golden Axxe round 2 
Social 
Event 

Not Required Michael Patrick 

20/03/21 27/03/21 Vic High Country Trip Grade 4 Matthew Maddigan 

20/03/21 26/03/21 Vic High Country (reverse) Trip Grade 4 Matt Warmington 

7/04/21 7/04/21 Basic Driver Training Vehicle Evaluation Training Not Required Bronwyn Squire 

10/04/21 10/04/21 Sand Driving and River Crossing Course Training Grade 3 Bronwyn Squire 

28/04/21 2/05/21 Safe One Basic Driver Training Course Training Not Required Bronwyn Squire 

30/04/21 2/05/21 Basic Winching and Recovery Course Training Grade 3 Bronwyn Squire 

7/05/21 9/05/21 Weekend Getaway Trip Grade 1 Debbie Davidson 

9/05/21 9/05/21 Brindabella Ramble Trip Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

5/06/21 6/06/21 Trip Leader Workshop Training Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

31/07/21 1/08/21 Snow Camping Gungarlin River Trip Grade 4 Matthew Maddigan 

14/08/21 22/08/21 
First Aid and Remote First Aid Training 
Expression of Interest 

Training Not Required Michael Patrick 

http://www.st4wdc.com.au
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Trip Report  

Friday in the Brindies 

Again we had beautiful 

weather and a great bunch of 

people.  The day went mostly 

to plan, with a bit of adventure 

at the bottom of Powerline 

Trail where the ruts from other 

vehicles and erosion caused 

some excitement.  I was 

amazed to hear that all but one 

trip participant had not been to 

the top of Mount Coree, so 

with consensus, rather than 

head straight home, we went 

up Mount Coree.  The view 

was clear all directions and extremely appreciated by everyone.  One more tick √.  This 

made the day about 1 hour longer, with us airing up at around 5-ish.  It was such a good 

addition to the trip that I will probably add it to the next Friday in the Brindies trip.   Love 

that weekdays in the Brindies are so much quieter than weekends.  Until next time, keep 

the wheels rolling. 

Bron and Andy  

 

Bron said it would be a good day and it 

certainly didn’t disappoint with blue skies 

and little wind.  We all arrived before time 

and set about lowering tyre pressure. This 

was necessary as with all the rain some of the 

tracks were eroded leaving loose rocks and 

stones.  Morning tea was had overlooking the 

powerlines showing the route we had taken 

and then on the way to McIntyre’s Hut for 

lunch. I was almost stranded on one of the 

washaways en-route but Andy came back and 

guided us through. Luckily for me the hut 

was open and had some fold up chairs of 

which I had forgotten to pack. 
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Trip Report  

Friday in the Brindies 

Bron and Andy (Brandy as my 

brother called them) suggested 

we extend the trip and go up to 

Mt Coree. This was the 

highlight for me with amazing 

views back to Canberra. 

A great trip and very well run 

by Bron. 

My brother, stranded by 

Covid, suggested we have a 

neck massage provided by the 

club!  He usually lives in Bali.  

Kevin 

 

We enjoyed another great day trip in the Brindies with some challenging parts of track and 

a particularly slippery rut! Suffice to say Ruts 101 has been completed!  Lunch at 

McIntyre's hut and a trip to the top of Mt Coree capped off a day of perfect blue skies and 

stunning views in great company. Thanks Bron and Andy 

Jane and Neil 

 

I thoroughly enjoyed my first 

grade 3 day trip to the 

Brindies. The weather, 

scenery, companionship and 

organisation were all good. 

It was an excellent 

opportunity to build on my 

recent training. I especially 

enjoyed the view from Mt 

Coree. 

Thanks Bron 

Clive 
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Trip Report  

Friday in the Brindies 

It was only the third time this year that I’ve locked the hubs and shifted the stubby stick to 

L4, so it was good to get out in the rough stuff again and the weather was perfect. 

A slightly different route to the usual Brindabella Ramble took us to McIntyre’s Hut via 

Blue Range Rd, Two Sticks Rd 

and the Powerline trail. We 

had a bit of fun on Powerline 

with some deep ruts at the 

bottom of the valley, the result 

of rain and previous 4WD 

traffic. After lunch at 

McIntyre’s we headed out 

along the less frequently 

travelled northern part of the 

Waterfall trail (I hadn’t been 

this way for a few years), then 

Folly’s, Doctor’s Flat and 

Baldy Range trails. I’d 
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Friday in the Brindies 

forgotten how rocky and rough 

Baldy Range trail is but it was 

great fun. At the end of Baldy 

Range trail I said goodbye to head 

home, leaving the others who then 

headed up to Mt Coree.  

Thanks Bron for organising a great 

day out.  

Peter  

 

A fantastic day had by all. With me 

(Keryn) in the driver’s seat of 

Boris, and Michael along for the 

ride, we are quickly on the tracks 

into the Brindabella’s, some 

familiar, some less travelled.  

Most of the roads were good, 

offering up small challenges, with 

the exception of one deep, muddy 

rut which resulted in the need for 

our much used, but only in sand, 

Maxtraxs to be deployed to set 

Boris free.  

Highlight of the day was the side 

trip to Mt Coree, offering 

spectacular views over the 

Canberra, ACT region and the 

Brindies.  

Btw, if your CB radio keeps 

dropping in and out, and then 

mostly out, more than likely your 

ancillary battery is dying as we 

subsequently learnt.  

Keryn and Michael 
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https://4wdnow.com/pages/volunteer-sign-up-with-national-parks  
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Trip Report - Picnic at Wee Jasper 

There have been serious assertions that I led a social 

trip called Picnic At Wee Jasper. Well I can tell you 

now, that this was not a social trip as we encountered 

fallen trees on tracks and some very very serious off 

road driving requiring great skills and great vehicles 

like Big Red. I will be having discussions with so 

called asserters in the future. 

Michael Patrick 

Today was a low key relaxed drive consisting of six 

vehicles ending in lunch at Swinging Bridge, near 

Wee Jasper. What a great camping spot to keep in 

mind for when ACT school holidays finish. Even had 

clean toilets and easy access to the creek should you 

be tempted to take a dip.  Thanks to all involved. 

Rod Cahill 

We went on the trip as a shake down for a, new to us, 

transmission bought from the wreckers in Kurrie 

Kurrie, and to see a bit of our backyard national park.  

It was good to have a chat with some club members. 

Anyway, to the auto transmission story, the transmis-

sion was made in the unbreakable factory in Japan. It 
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was reconditioned several years ago after being 

sent  on a pallet to the well known transmission 

experts in Victoria. 

Everything possible was done (see Chris’s auto 

transmission check list). Temperature gauge, 

torque converter reco’d to heavy duty, extra 

cooler, synthetic oil, no towing.  

After only 70,000k’s it exploded to bits, then 

proceeded to grind itself to death, while backing 

out of McDonalds on a run for a Chocolate Sun-

day. With an auto, you just never know … 

Glynn and Rosemary 

How lucky are we that even during a pandemic 

we can still get out in the bush. Only 30 minutes 

from Canberra The Brindies offer a range of 

tracks  and places to visit. Saturday saw Michael 

and Tinia lead us on some tracks we had not 

travelled before but we had often wondered, 

where does that road go? Well now we know. 

Thanks guys. There is a rumour we stopped for 

morning tea but rest assured it is only a rumour, 

morning tea and turn-arounds are not permitted 

on Michael Patrick expeditions.  

Thanks again, Rob and Sue 
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Night Drive in the Brindies 

Participants 

• Rob and Lynne  

• Dan, Taylah, Gemma & Zakk 

• Luke and Mike  

• Lisa and Mark  

• Siva 

• Matt W 

• Rod Cahill  

• Shakey and Trish  

• Sarah, Stu and Sophie 

• Scott and Maryanne 

• Brett and Jad 

 

 

A big thank you to all the Members that 

attended our night drive through the Brindies.  

The trip from the very start to the finish went 

to clockwork and was very enjoyable.  

It is trips like this one that at the finish, make 

us think about leading another trip and start to 

look at other places to go.  

Its always hard to write a paragraph for the 

newsletter about a trip and we really 

appreciate the time and effort you have made 

to do a few lines for the magazine.  

We were so impressed with Siva for his 

contribution before the trip even started …. 

Lol !! A+ for effort !! you gave us all a great 

laugh at the start of the trip which continued 

throughout the night with good camaraderie. 



Southern Trails February 2021 52 
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Night Drive in the Brindies 

Looking forward to the next 

trip we are on or leading. 

Lynne and Rob 

 

We enjoyed the 

Saturday night drive and 

was able to watch the 

sunset.  It was good to see 

or the 4wD’s driving down 

the hill with their lights on 

and one of the 4WD had 

blue lights. No one got lost 

or stuck which was great. 

Thanks for an enjoyable last drive for 2020.  Luke  

 

Mark and I arrived a little early (unlike us!) at Uriarra Crossing to meet everyone 

venturing out for a night drive in the Brindies. Whilst we were hopeful for a sunset at the 

top of Mount Coree the weather was not looking too promising with lots of cloud and rain 

threatening. Mark handed me the keys for the night (mad fool) and we all set off for the 

summit. After a pretty quick route up to Mount Coree we somehow managed to get 8 or 9 

vehicles parked on the summit for supper and sunset. It was pretty chilly on the top, but we 

were lucky to get a great 

sunset. Mark and I had our 

obligatory pies, 

(as did Rob..mmmmm..chilli 

beef pies). After sunset we 

headed back down and had a 

great drive down to 

Macintyre's Flat for a hot 

drink and a photograph (in the 

dark!), then set off back to 

Canberra via Flea Creek. It 

was a fab night drive albeit we 

were knackered after arriving 

home at 1am. Thanks Lynne 



Southern Trails February 2021 53 

 

Trip Report   

Night Drive in the Brindies 

and Rob for organising the trip.   

Lisa and Mark 

 

What a night!! After meeting up and getting 

the trip brief from the ever-efficient Lynne 

we headed off. Mt Coree at sunset was 

spectacular. Who knew you could fit 11 

fourbys up there and have room for more? 

Someone who shall remain nameless, Mark, 

made good use of their travel oven and 

warmed up pies for supper, the smell was 

sooo good.  

After dark, all the money and time spent 

on driving lights was put to good use as we 

headed down to McIntyre's Hut via Dingi 

Dingi Ridge. Unfortunately, very little could 

be seen so we took Webb’s Ridge via Flea 

Creek and Gentle Annie back to Brindabella Road. The light rain and dust made mud on 

the windscreen so the going was kinda slow until stopping on the bitumen to air up and 

head home. Thanks to Lynne and Rob for organising this trip.  

Cheers, Matt W.  

 

Many thanks to the leaders, 

and Charlie, for Saturday 

evenings drive. Certainly, has 

different challenges to 

daytime driving. I am sorry 

that I could not reverse any 

closer to the barrier.  

Rod Cahill 

 

What a fabulous night drive it 

was. Clear night skies with 
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Night Drive in the Brindies 

thousands of stars and 

the milky way was 

just stunning. It was a 

tad dusty but what's a 

bit of dust - ey. Well 

done for organising 

this.  

Cheers, Siva 

 

Thanks Lynne and 

Rob. It was a great 

night out watching the 

sunset having dinner 

on top of Mt Coree.  We both had a fantastic time and it was nice to catch up with 

everyone.  

The only milky way I got to see was the one I pulled out of its wrapper!! 

Bring on 2021 for more great trips.  

Thanks, Shakey and Trish  

 

Twas 2-weeks before Christmas and all through the Brindabellas, not a creature was 

stirring, except for 11 Club members intent on disturbing the darkness. 

A 6 o’clock muster, quick 

hand sanitiser and off to Mt 

Coree for a hopeful part in 

the clouds for a sunset. A 

short half our at the summit 

would not disappoint as the 

sunset was one to 

remember. 

Heading back down after 

last light, the dust was not 

troubled by the slight 

springling of rain that just 
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Night Drive in the Brindies 

made it stick to the cars all that more efficiently. 

Weaving our way through the trails, we headed down to Macintyre’s Hut to awaken a 

handful of campers around 10pm. A few challenging iPhone 12 pics in the dark and it was 

time to head back up and out. 

Down the hills through Flea Creek and back to Brindabella Road where the biggest 

challenge of the drive was the dust that turned night into white…the driving lights were a 

distinct hinderance as the clock struck midnight. 

Airing up in a light shower topped off a great night drive with a great bunch of people 

before heading home for a well-earned sleep. Thanks all…hope to do it all again very 

soon. 

Brett and Jad 
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Contact: Matt Warmington  0407 562 656  mattwarmo@gmail.com   

Classified Advertisements 

Rated recovery points. 

RP-PAT04, rated to 5,000kgs. 

Suitable for: 

• Patrol GU II-V; 

• Landcruiser 10/100/105 se-

ries 

Brand new in box, never fitted.   

$70.00  

Pair of after market side steps for GU Patrol. 

More robust than standard, but not sliders or jacking points. 

Good condition.  $50.00  
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2008 TOYOTA LANDCRUISER CAB CHASSIS (DLS 05Y) & TRAYON CAMPER 

Extras on vehicle include: 

Bull bar, winch and side rails. 

Weather shields left & right. 

ARB compressor in toolbox.  

80 Channel Icom CB roof mounted 

NOW ARB roof rack. 

Full width tyre box, 2 tyres & tools. 

Daytime LED running lights. 

5 Mag Rim Highway tyres (continental) 

6 Steel Rim 4WD Cooper Discovery ST 

Bespoke steel tray, rubber tray mat. 

Air conditioning & dual battery system. 

Full length shelf under tray & ladder rack. 

CODAN H F Radio mounted behind seat. 

4 toolboxes under the tray. 

Air bag assist suspension. 

Tow bar 50 mm SQ, lock, pin and bolt. 

Switched LED reverse / work light. 

  

TRAYON extras: 

Extra power points & 12-volt outlets. 

Corner bolsters & 2 ARB LED lights. 

Canvas skirt, fly & awning (not in pic-
ture). 

High density foam double mattress. 

Extra new house batteries. 

TRAYON Number 541. 

Contact: David Campbell  0431 574 303  dcam77@netspeed.com.au   

One owner since new. Cost over $125,000 to assemble. Low Km (under 122,000Km). NSW rego to 12/4/20.  

Price Reduced!! - complete: $72,000 ONO (will consider selling the TRAYON separately)  

Classified Advertisements 



Southern Trails February 2021 59 

 

Kick-Ass 45 Litre Portable car fridge 

For camper trailer or car.  

Hardly used and works well. We used it 
for 3 week trip to Fraser Island and we 
had no issues. Kept food at 4 degrees 
on successive 30 + degree days. 

 

 

Features: 

• wi-fi tech to remotely control and 
monitor temperature. 

• heavy duty protective fridge cover 

• 240V AC power cable 

• 12 Volt DC Anderson plug. 

• Accessory socket panel with dual 
USB socket 2A and 12V cigarette 
socket 15  

The reason for selling is that we want 
to upgrade to a fridge freezer 
combination. 

 

Asking price is $550.00 

 

 

Please email or call: monica.ruibal@anu.edu.au 0413 477 797. 

Classified Advertisements 

mailto:monica.ruibal@anu.edu.au
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70L Evakool Icebox.  

In excellent condition, undamaged. Some scuffs. Keeps ice for 6 days even in hot summers. 

Asking price is $150.00 

Please email or call: monica.ruibal@anu.edu.au 0413 477 797. 

Classified Advertisements 

Wanted  
 
4 or 5 wheels \ rims to suite Prado 2016 GLX. 
 
150 Series 

 
• GXL 17x7.5" ET25 
  
Also interested in Off Road tyres, doesn’t need to be new but with half decent tread left. 
  
Contact Andy 0409 315 643 

mailto:monica.ruibal@anu.edu.au
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Polo Shirts: $38.00 

Chambery Shirts: $45.00 

Jackets $110.00 

Hoodies: $45.00 

Rugby Tops: $50.00 

Caps: $15.00 

Bucket Hats: $15.00 

Beanies:  $20.00 

Name Badges:  $10.00 

Club Clothing 

Club clothing is available at Club Meetings,  

or contact George Douglas at general3@st4wdc.com.au 

The Clothing Store 

mailto:general3@st4wdc.com.au

