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General meetings are usually held at the Canberra Deakin Football Club, Grose St,  Deakin 
 at  7.30 pm on the second Tuesday of each month. 

 

Next General Meeting — 10 November 
 at Canberra Deakin Football Club 

 
              Mark Roberts from Lee & Thomas Auto Electrics will speak on 

Solar Power for Trips 

The deadline for material to be included in the next issue 
 of Southern Trails is the Friday following the General Meeting 

i.e.  13 November 2009  

Many members contribute articles and photos to Southern Trails; the role of editor is shared.   
 

This month’s magazine has been compiled and edited by Bob and Sylvia Allen. 

 

Cover photos this month by Mick Hines and  David Evans-Smith  
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Directory 

General Meetings are held at the 

 Canberra Deakin Sports Club, Grose St, Deakin  
at 7.30pm on the second Tuesday of each month. 

 

General Meetings are a focal point of the club where members can meet 
and get information about past and future club activities. Meetings are 
structured with a minimum of formality. Meetings regularly feature talks 
from experts on topics of interest ranging from vehicle mechanics to bush 
lore. Reports on past trips are presented and new trips are announced. 
Visitors introduce themselves, there is a raffle with generous prizes and a 
coffee break for catching up with other members. Don’t forget to wear 
your name badge. 

Ideas for guest speakers are welcome. Contact Vivian Henderson if you 
know of someone who could make an interesting and topical presentation. 

Many members gather before and after the meeting to enjoy a meal or 
drink at the club. 

Talooge Park 
Talooge is the Club’s 600+ ha bush block in rugged country east of Bredbo. 
It is used for training and other club activities, and members are welcome 
there for private camping, recreation and the simple pleasure of enjoying 
the bush. Several areas have been set aside for basic bush camping. Some 
have firewood and long drop toilets, but no other services – no water, no 
electricity, no phone, very limited mobile phone coverage. Pets and the dis-
charging of firearms are not permitted on the property. Visitors should as-
sume that they are solely responsible for their own wellbeing and be con-

scious of the risks of fire, snakebite, etc. In an emergency, neighbours Mr 
Richie Southwell and his sons, can usually be contacted using UHF 
channel 18. 

Many details are on the Club’s website, and intending visitors should check 
there for current access details and other information. Committee members 
can advise regarding the combination locks securing the gates. 

Publications 
Website www.st4wdc.org.  The site is used to provide timely infor-
mation regarding Club activities and variations from previously an-
nounced plans. When visiting the site, always check the “What’s 
New” page for recent announcements and current news. Especially, 
check for any last minute variations to trips you are undertaking. 
 

Southern Trails is the ST4WD Club monthly Magazine.  

Trip reports, and articles that are relevant to Club members are welcome, 
as are photographs and illustrations.  

Closing date for all material is the Friday following the monthly meeting. 
Send contributions to publications@st4wdc.org 
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Code of Ethics 
These are the rules of conduct that we should all observe when using our vehicles in the bush.  We should all 
take them to heart.  Image is a difficult thing to change!!  

1. Obey the laws and regulations for Recreational Vehicles that apply to public lands. 

2. Respect the cultural, heritage and environmental values of public/private land, by obeying restrictions that 
may apply. 

3. Respect our flora and fauna. Stop and look, but never disturb. 

4. Keep to formed vehicle tracks. 

5. Keep the environment clean. Carry your own, and any other, rubbish, out. 

6. Keep your vehicle mechanically sound and clean to reduce the environmental impact. 

7. Adopt minimal impact camping and driving practices. 

8. Seek permission before driving on private land. Do not disturb livestock or watering points, leave gates as 
found. 

9. Take adequate water, food, fuel, basic spares and a first aid kit on trips. In remote areas travel with another 
vehicle and have Royal Flying Doctor Service, or equivalent, in radio contact. 

10. Enjoy your recreation and respect the rights of others. 

11. Plan ahead and lodge trip details with a responsible person. 

12. Support four wheel driving as a responsible and legitimate family recreational activity. Consider joining an 
affiliated four wheel drive Club. 

Training for Driver Training Instructors 

Trainee Instructor, 
Assistant Instructor, 

Instructor, and 

Chief Instructor  

Visit the ST4WDC web page for full details which 
are expanded on in detail in the Driver Training Pol-
icy document located under the Training menu tab. 

 

Partners are encouraged to undertake the Basic 
Driver Education course, and any of the other courses 
offered from time to time. Unfortunately couples can-
not undertake the course at the same time as only one 
driver per vehicle can be instructed during a training 
course.  Training of a member’s child is subject to 
approval by Club management and only when spare 
places are available. Couples may attend the Naviga-
tion, Map Reading & GPS courses. 

Training 

The Southern Tablelands Four Wheel Drive Club is 
devoted to providing the best driver training possi-
ble.  The Driver Training Team provides a range of 
courses throughout the year. Students are assigned 
an instructor over the period of the course. The 1:1 
instructor/student ratio ensures maximum transfer of 
skills and experience. 

The current courses are: 

Main Courses   

Basic Driver Training, 
Very Difficult Terrain, and 
Advanced Recovery (for Grade 4 and 5) 
   

Supplementary Courses 
Water Crossing, 
Sand Driving, 

Mud and Snow, 
Practical Map Reading, 
Navigation, 
Route Planning, 
GPS, and  
Other specific training relating to Club activities 
such as camper trailers etc may also be introduced.. 

 

A special offer to travelers  -  Sewing Machine - medium/heavy duty - available for short term loan.   

I have custody of a medium duty Singer sewing machine that is ideal for all those small canvas repair jobs or to 
create new tent peg bags, tool rolls, billy can bags, camp oven bags, etc. How far does your creative imagination 
go? The machine will handle up to three layers of medium weight canvas and uses very strong upholstery weight 
nylon thread that is great for reasonably heavy jobs. 

 Don 02 6161 1880. 0408 649 732 
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Rosemary’s Ramblings 
Rosemary Orr 

 

Wow!! what a start to Spring.  At our meeting this 
month so many old friends we have not seen for ages 
have emerged like lovely spring flowers.  It was great to 
see them and to see them joining in our activities again. 

 

So what’s been happening since last we spoke - trips to 
help farmers in the Victorian bushfire area, the Willow 
Glen Challenge and a trip to the Brindabellas, and much 
more.  While only a small number of Club members 
ventured into Victoria on the long weekend to assist 
those farmers who lost so much in the bushfires, it was 
again a successful weekend.  This is the second such 
effort by our Club and our assistance has been really 
appreciated.  However, this will be the last effort as the 
Victorian 4WD club who have been the organising force 
behind these working weekends is now closing down its 
efforts. 

 

A great day trip to the Brindabella’s led by Greg Taylor 
proved to be so popular that another trip has been organ-
ised.  Many of our new members have now had a taste 
of what is virtually “in our backyard” and I am sure that 
there will be many more forays into this territory.  Day 
trips are become more popular because of our “time 
poor” life style, so we need many of these interesting 
trips.  Don’t forget to put your hand up to be the trip 
leader -  they get no dust, see all the wildlife and get to 
tell everyone what to do for a day!!! 

 

For those who are new to our Club – it may not be obvi-
ous that we have a competition arm and a sister club 
“The Brindabella Rangers” as part of the wider commu-
nity of our Club.  This section of our Club participates 
in many competitions throughout the year and is very 
successful.  The main competition for our Club is the 
Willow Glen Challenge which is held every October 
long weekend at a property owned by the Toyota Land 
Cruiser Club of NSW which is south of Tarago and ap-
proximately an hour’s drive from Canberra.  This year 
our team of four came second to the ToyotaLand 
Cruiser Club of NSW and two members of our team, 
Luke and Rob came outright first in the Challenge class. 

 

Our photographer Mick Hines donned a yellow vest and 
got right among the action.  His motto was - always 
have an escape route - and the photos in this magazine 
will show you just how close he got.  I know that com-
petition and this type of four wheel driving is not every-
one’s cup of tea, but a big congratulations to the boys in 
our team on a job well done.  As a follow-up to Willow 
Glen we have invited our sister club Brindabella Rang-

ers to our Christmas Party at Talooge.  We hope that 
many of them will attend and we can get to know 
each other better.  I know that they have the Topary 
Challenge at Orange the week before so hopefully 
they will come to Talooge for a bit of a recovery 
weekend. 

 

As always there is a lot happening around the Club.  
We have many people working hard to make our 
Club tent and the Spectacular weekend another suc-
cess.  Please don’t forget to get involved in this great 
weekend and all of the activities leading up to it. 

 

Our Christmas Party planning is well underway.  
Hopefully everyone will participate and have a fun 
time.  Don’t be one of those at Club meetings who 
listen to a trip report and say – “I wish I had gone on 
that trip”.  Do it - you will have a great time. 

 

As well as all the other trips in the calendar we have 
a working bee at Talooge on  14-15 November.  
While there is hard work to be done, there is also 
lots of fun to be had.  So come along, lend a hand, 
meet other members of your Club and have fun.   

 

I hope that the recurring theme of hard work, lots of 
fun and leading a trip is not too boring or repetitive.  
These things are at the heart of our Club and are the 
things which attracted me to the Club and they are 
the things which have kept me here for a long time.  
The wonderful friendships made over driver training 
weekends, weekends of hard work and weekends of 
fun driving and relaxation can never be replaced.   

 

I have gained so much from being a member of this 
Club and I have done my best to put back some of 
what I have been given.  One way to get those things 
out of the Club is to join in BOOTS AND ALL!  It’s 
all there, you just have to GET INVOLVED. 

 

Well guy and gals, enough from me for another 
month.  Take care, enjoy and safe driving. 

 

Ro 

PS – I have written a little article on Willow Glen 
which is on pages 26-27 along with some wonderful 
photos taken by Mick. 
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Talooge Topics 
John Kjar 

 

Things are happening at Talooge which I hope will be 
of interest to members.   

 

Firstly, we have several new neighbours.  Don South-
well (one of Richie’s sons) has sold a parcel of land to 
Peter and Karen Elliott of Canberra.  This land is ac-
cessed via Rayners Fire Trail – and lies between Richie 
Southwell’s property and the Talooge entry gate.  And 
Wayne Ritchie has sold six of his properties close to 
Talooge.  The land we call ‘Horse Paddock” (and 
through which we pass to access the camping areas at 
Talooge) was sold to Tim & Karen Fraser also of Can-
berra (and former Club members).  So, expect to see 
more people on the tracks and say ‘g’day’. 

 

Second, the various Talooge Sub-committees have 
been active in planning and carrying out many tasks to 
improve the amenity.  External Relations is working on 
a plan to ensure we have ‘concurrent legal and practi-
cal access’ to Talooge at all times.  This involves ex-
tensive consultation with landowners and we are hope-
ful of success.   

 

The Land Care group has spent some time trying to rid 
the area of feral goats – while they do help to ‘mow’ 
the grass they also destroy our tree plantings.  On a 
recent visit to Talooge we saw three herds with at least 
30 goats on or near Home Paddock.  Cooma Lands 
Protection Board was due to start trapping in the area – 
until someone stole the traps!  We hope replacement 
traps will arrive soon and they can start trapping.  In 
the meantime, we have been repairing wire fences 
around the trees, continuing our efforts to eradicate all 
areas of serrated tussock and verbascum (endless tasks) 
and working on Fergie (the tractor).   

 

One success is the growth of many eucalypts on Wom-
bat Flat after an extensive seeding program two years 
ago.  The Campsites Group has been looking at exist-
ing and potential new campsites and will be bringing 
forward a plan on future needs and priorities.  The 
Buildings Group is working cooperatively on how to 
bring such plans to fruition.  Watch this space. 

In the meantime, there are many small activities we 
need to carry out at Talooge to continue enhancing its 
attractiveness to campers, bushwalkers, nature lovers 
as well as trainee drivers.  We would appreciate any 
offers of help.  In particular, we have arranged a 
working bee for 14 - 15 November at Talooge to pro-
gress some of these tasks.  Scheduled work includes 
relocating a boundary fence (with our neighbour’s 
permission), completing construction of a post and 
rail fence around a historic site, improving safety and 
access to some campsites, paving the floor of the 
Chemicals Shed, ‘organising’ the Big Shed, as well as 
continuing land care activities.   

 

So, if you have a spare day or two we would appreci-
ate your assistance.  And for those interested, we plan 
to do a tour of Talooge on the Sunday and, depending 
on interest, visit such exciting places as Hole in the 
Wall, Bottle Shop, Honeymoon Bay, Devils Hole 
Waterfall or even Dick’s Folly. 

 

I hope you can make it out to Talooge – spring to au-
tumn is a great time to enjoy it.  You will see a range 
of native flora and if you are quiet, birds, deer, kanga-
roos, wombats, feral goats and possibly a feral pig or 
a snake – so be alert.   

 

If you do go, please remember to advise Steve Collins 
(6454 3063) of your itinerary (he is the owner of the 
land over which Strike-a-Light Fire Trail passes) as 
well as President Rosemary or myself (to get the com-
bination for the locks as well as any important infor-
mation that may impact on your trip).  I trust you will 
enjoy the experience.  

Calendar of events at Talooge 

Please advise any additions or corrections by E-mail to Property@st4wdc.org 

From To  Activity        Contact    On 

14 Nov                             15 Nov         Talooge Working Bee           John Kjar             6287 7574 

5 Dec 6 Dec           Christmas Party  at Talooge   Richard Brand     trips@st4wdc.org  

 

Erratum 

In last month’s magazine  the Culture in the 
Bush trip report  was inadvertently  reported as 
taking place on 29 June instead of 29 August.   

That was a publication error. 
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Events and Trips 
Richard Brand 

 

As your trips coordinator, I am delighted that an old 
problem has started to re-surface.  I am hearing 
murmurings that some trips are filled almost as 
soon as they are published, and that this is not fair.  
To me this is mainly good news, because the lead-
ers of these trips have responded magnificently to 
the demand by running duplicate trips.  Since other 
trip leaders have also offered to take overflow trips, 
on balance, nobody is really missing out. 

 

I did try a couple of years ago to set up a central 
booking system, using email, but few trip leaders 
took this offer up.  At the time, there was no per-
ception that trips were booking out rapidly or un-
fairly. 

 

When I joined the Club, booking a trip used to be a 
real scramble during the meeting breaks, so we may 
be getting back to the good old days.  There are two 
things you can do to help – first, make a booking as 
soon as you find out about a trip you want to go on, 
so the trip leader does not cancel for lack of inter-
est, and secondly, offer to run a trip of your own. 

 

Hard Drives 

(Despite my recent computer issues, this is not 
about disks)  The booking exception I am aware of 
is Dave Sutton’s extreme trip into the heart of the 
Simpson Desert.  This trip booked out immediately, 
despite the rigours of sometimes only managing 30-
km in a full day of driving, which made me think 
about why people choose to go on particular trips. 

 

For many, it is the tourism thing – new places to 
see, new people to meet.  For others, it must be the 
challenge of getting through, using every ounce of 
self-reliance, resourcefulness and problem solving 
abilities.  Broken leaf spring?  Not a problem – 
Dave can bush weld it good as new and temper it in 
a sand pit! 

 

For me, the hardest drive I’ve ever been on was as a 
tourist – and I was not even driving.  With my then 
teenage daughters, I spent four weeks on an African 
safari, grinding along from the foothills of Mt Kili-
manjaro to the Congo and back, taking in the 
mountain gorillas and the Serengeti National Park. 

 

The vehicle was an old army truck – same basics as 
our Betty Bedford fire truck – with a two-wheel 

trailer.  The tour leader was a twenty-something lad 
whose training in the UK was totally dismantling and 
reassembling the truck.  I think the tour company gave 
him a budget for each trip, which covered food, fuel, 
vehicle maintenance and emergencies.  The amenities 
included two padded box seats running the length of 
the tray, and a removable canvas cover which doubled 
as the driver’s hammock.  Strange earthy mounds in-
side the boxes turned out to hide spare parts and old 
food tins.  Actually, the amenities did not include these 
items, they comprised them.  There was nothing else 
apart from water tanks. 

The trip leader was clearly happiest when something 
had broken down.  Engaging and disengaging four 
wheel drive was done by physically installing the front 
propeller shaft and then physically removing it.  Pre-
sumably this was done to minimise tyre wear, although 
virtually all the driving was on dirt.  Since the tyres 
started out with a fair bit of steel poking out, we 
thought the least additional wear the better.   The tyres 
were pumped incredibly hard, which meant that pro-
gress was painfully slow.  Despite the precautions, 
punctures were frequent.  On the better roads to the 
east, we often stopped to engage four wheel-drive just 
to pull bogged Mercedes trucks out of the way. 

 

To increase the misery, there was a civil war in 
Rwanda, which required significant detours though 
countries like Burundi whose civil wars were latent.  
We aimed to be on the road before dawn, having 
cooked breakfast, broken camp, and packed the trailer.  
We did not stop until after dark, except to scrounge a 
few tomatoes, mangoes and beer in the local villages, 
or to negotiate yet another African border. 

 

We had just reached the Congo when the Bedford ut-
tered a mighty shriek, and stopped completely.  It was 
twenty miles from Goma, right where the main geno-

Another hard drive - advanced driver training 
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cide camp was established a couple of years later.  
Clearly we had to camp, so we tried to carve a clear-
ing in the roadside grass.  That’s when we found out 
why nobody actually lived there – every metre or so 
was a lump of rock that had recently been ejected 
from the local volcano, Mount Nyiragongo.  This par-
ticular volcano has very fluid lava, which can travel 
at 100-kph. The last lot had flowed over the Goma 
road, making that bit even bumpier. 

 

Our guide felt he needed to ask head office for some 
advice.  They had economised by not fitting HF ra-
dios, so it was the phone or carrier pigeon.  Since the 
nearest phone was in the next country, our guide said 
he would be back in a couple of days, as he hitched a 
lift.  He also thought there was an old Bedford in 
Uganda we might be able to salvage. 

 

So to while away the time, the next morning we 
started the 20-mile stroll to Goma.  Halfway there, 
there was a tropical cloudburst, but after getting satu-
rated, we were lucky enough to get picked up by an-
other Pommie tour truck.  This one had the same run-
ning gear, but a proper coach type body with real for-
ward-facing seats.  Amazingly, it rode quite com-
fortably even across the lava flow.  In retrospect, I 
think they had the tyre pressures set sensibly! 

 

When our guide returned, it was with the news that 
the tour company could not help over that distance, 
and he could not locate the other Bedford.  So we 
rigged up a rope, dropped the gearbox, grabbed a bas-
ket full of the broken bits and hitched back to Goma.  
Every townsman knew where a spare bearing shop 
(grass hut with strings of bearings) could be found, 
but no parts remotely matched the bits in my basket. 

 

We found out there was a sugar refinery with an old 
disused Bedford truck, so we grabbed a clapped out 
taxi, negotiated to buy the Bedford, stripped out the 
gearbox, stuck it in the taxi boot, and raced back 
down the track.  Actually, we were overtaken by a 
four-year old child running on the lava flow, but for 
Africa, it seemed quick. 

 

Now imagine the Christmas party tug-of-war, where 
the other team is a Bedford gearbox, and you have a 
mental picture of how we installed the good gearbox. 
We were now a further three days behind schedule, 
but we did make it to the gorillas in the mist, and a 
baby gorilla did climb over my video camera. 

 

Then it was the long haul back east.  Our driver was 
so tired, he fell asleep on a straight stretch and put the 
Bedford into the right hand ditch.  Our recovery gear 
comprised shovels and sand mats, and it was a couple 

of hours before we were extracted, with the help of an-
other truck.  By now it was lunch time, so our helpful 
driver immediately fell asleep and put it into the left 
ditch, within sight of our last bog, so we could have a 
leisurely lunch along with the extraction. 

 

By now, the tourists were getting mildly tetchy, espe-
cially with the sight of more luxurious vehicles en 
route to the NGora NGora crater.  As compensation, 
our guide offered to pay for Land Rovers from Aber-
crombie and Kent, the top outfit.  You’ve probably 
guessed it, but because they were booked late, we got 
the clapped out remains of the fleet! 

 

Some morals for harder drives – do not try to do too 
much in the available time.  Set tyre pressures for com-
fort.  Invest in long-range communications gear.  Use 
the same vehicle types as the locals.  Remember where 
their wrecks are.  Be prepared to get your hands dirty.  
If you want to really travel fast in Africa, go lava flow.  
And remember the good bits, because there are some 
hard drives you only want to do once. 

 

Hope to see you down the track 

 

Richard Brand 
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Membership Matters 
Bob Allen and David Whiteside 

At this time of the year membership tends to become 
static – so there are no new members to announce 
and total membership (members plus partners) in the 
Club is around 410 people. 

 

Soon after finishing the Membership Matters article 
last month about the Class of ’96 and noting how 
they were shy, we received two more contributions 
from that illustrious group.  They are reproduced 
below in full.  And success at last, we managed to 
locate a “golden oldie” (more than 20 years a mem-
ber) willing to share their experience of being a 
member of ST4WDC – a really rare “golden oldie” 
too – a life member. 

 

Many  thanks to Jim and Heather Leedman, Steve 
and Sue Angelo and Jenny Collins for their contribu-
tions – their  words are an eloquent testament to 
what has made ST4WDC the Club that it is today. 

 

Jim and Heather Leedman wrote. 

We have been searching for a single word why we 
continue to be members of the Club and have come 
up with three – it’s the people. 

 

In all the years of our involvement we have met so 
many people who have been friendly and welcoming 
that we just feel at home whether it’s a Club meeting 
or a trip. In recent years we have become more in-
volved with a growing brood of grand children and 
spending our kids’ inheritance on travel so we have 
been on fewer trips than we would like.  But we al-
ways scan the proposed Trips and Events section 
of Southern Trails to see if there are any which 
would fit our diary.  

 

We still enjoy catching up with the many friends 
that we have made.  I served for a number years as 
Secretary, and was Secretary when the Club ac-
quired Talooge - and I share with others the pride in 
what has been achieved by so many gifted and dedi-
cated members. 

 

Of the many trips that we have been on, the ones 
best remembered are: a Simpson Desert crossing led 
by Neville Simpson; sitting around the campfire 
with David and Helen Sutton in the Mallee country; 
and sliding down a wet mountain track with Richard 
Brand.  But most if not all others come back with 
very pleasant memories. 

Steve and Sue Angelo wrote. 

Southern Tablelands Four Wheel Drive Club, what a 
fantastic bunch of people.  I guess that is why we have 
been members since 1996.  From the time we joined 
and completed basic driver training, we have met and 
made long-lasting friendships. 

 

Going back to day one, I can still remember the very 
first meeting we attended. It was around the time lead-
ing up to the 20th anniversary. The people at the meet-
ing were all excited and energetic - particularly a 
lovely lady by the name of Jenny Collins.  At the time 
we had no idea who Jenny was but it didn’t take long. 
And it was not only Jenny; everybody was jumping 
and made you feel very welcome. When we had been 
to some other gatherings, “newbies” were sort of left to 
themselves.  We joined at that very first meeting! 

 

Things simply progressed from that first meeting night.  
We managed to get a handle on how the trips worked 
(at the time), scored a few trip spots and decided we 
could do this trip bit.  We then decided to have a go 
and lead our first trip, albeit a basic trip - and that led 
to a few more.  We met heaps more interesting and 
friendly people and the friendship continues - sounds 
like a repeat.  But no, the friendships formed I guess 
are why we are still members. 

 

As far as favourite trips are concerned, they are all 
good!  People who organise trips put in a lot of effort 
behind the scenes so support them by going along. 

 

Favourite camping spot!  Simple really, anywhere in 
the bush! 

 

Suggestions - Hmm, everybody has some form of idea 
or better way of doing things. That’s life - get in and 
have a go! 

 

Trips are the Club’s backbone - for anybody new to 
leading trips, simply bite the bullet and have a go. You 
will be surprised who will help you and even more im-
portant, you will really get a buzz out of running your 
own trip. 

 

And finally, Jenny Collins wrote. 

I first heard about Southern Tablelands Club in 1981 
from a member, Maria Cann and she convinced me to 
join the Club and I have been a member since that 
time.   In 2000 I was honoured with Life Membership. 
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I joined the Club to have the opportunity of explor-
ing many areas in Australia with the guidance and 
safety of travelling with fellow Club members and 
sharing those experiences with them and the oppor-
tunity to meet fellow 4WDrivers.  During the earlier 
years I was a little more active on the Committee 
and it is so good to see new members join Southern 
Tablelands because they bring new knowledge and 
enthusiasm to the Club.   

 

I still enjoy supporting the Committee and since 
1992 I have been a member of the 4WD Promo Day 
Spectacular.  The  Promo Spectacular was initiated 
by the three clubs to encourage inter-club relations, 
raise money  for charities and put on the ‘friendliest’ 
4WD show on the eastern side of Australia.   

 

Our current 4WD vehicle is a short wheel base MQ 
Nissan Patrol – we also have a 1980’s Mercedes 
Benz G Wagon which we haven’t driven on any 
Club trips - yet. 

 

I have two favourite 4WD trips - our last trip in 2007 
with David Sutton across the Simpson Desert and a 
snow trip in the late 1980s into the Mt Pinnabar area 
on the June long weekend.  At one stage we were 
forced to dig our way through the snow with shovels 
- but Bruce finally had success with our 60 Series 
Landcruiser with its double diff locks and tyre 
chains.   That night, some Club members erected 
their tents in a foot of snow.    

 

My favourite camping spot is the sand dunes in the 
Simpson Desert.  I love the remoteness, the colours 
of the sands, the vegetation and wondering what ani-

mal or insect has made the various tracks in the sand.  
I would like to explore an area north of Goulburn be-
tween Bannaby and the Wombeyan Caves.  I missed 
doing this trip with Billy Graham and Geoff Appleby 
in the early 1990s.  

  

My travel tips.  In 1998 we travelled the Canning 
Stock Route in a Ford F350 tray top truck.  So space 
was limited and some of our camping gear had three 
functions.  For example, a rubber floor mat with holes 
- packing between the jerry cans, door mat at the tent 
opening and finally as a shower mat.  A sheep skin - 
camp chair insulation on a frosty night, insulation 
under the air mattress, and as a floor mat in the tent – 
very good for frosty n mornings. 

 

I am very proud of those Club members who volun-
teered so many hours to establish our property at Ta-
logee.  Because of their efforts, Club members now 
have an area for driver training (as well as camping) 
so that all members and their partners - novice or ex-
perienced - have a wonderful opportunity to learn and 
practise their 4WDriving skills. 

 

We have met many people through our membership 
of the Southern Tablelands 4WD Club. Some people 
have made a huge contribution to the Club and then 
moved on for various reasons, while others are still 
with the Club.  We have made some lifetime friend-
ships with other Club members.  

 

 

 

 

Simpson Desert sand dunes 
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Christmas at TaloogeChristmas at TaloogeChristmas at TaloogeChristmas at Talooge    

5 and 6 December 20095 and 6 December 20095 and 6 December 20095 and 6 December 2009    
Come and join our Christmas Celebration at Talooge. 

Here’s what’s happening: 

For the kids:  Santa, sack races, egg and spoon races, film night. 

For adults:  Gift grab, egg throwing, tug of war, treasure hunt 

Don’t’ want to do anything – that’s OK, just relax, chat, read a book….. 

 
    

Happy Hour – Bring something to share with everyone. 

POT LUCK DINNER.  Cook something in our camp oven – or prepare 

something before hand – put it all together for everyone to share and 

you have a pot-luck dinner. 

Your committee will provide “Yummy pudding!!!” 
    

BEST DECORATED TABLE AND THEME OUTFIT.  Do it and win a prize!!BEST DECORATED TABLE AND THEME OUTFIT.  Do it and win a prize!!BEST DECORATED TABLE AND THEME OUTFIT.  Do it and win a prize!!BEST DECORATED TABLE AND THEME OUTFIT.  Do it and win a prize!!    

    

What to bring:  What to bring:  What to bring:  What to bring:  Wrapped labelled gift for each child in your vehicle.  One in-
ventive anonymous wrapped gift (under $15) per adult in your vehicle. 

Table decorations, theme evening wear, food and drink for the weekend. 

    

This is just the beginning This is just the beginning This is just the beginning This is just the beginning ––––    more details and things to do in the next maga-more details and things to do in the next maga-more details and things to do in the next maga-more details and things to do in the next maga-
zine.zine.zine.zine.    

    

Put the dates in your diary and don’t miss out on the party of the year.Put the dates in your diary and don’t miss out on the party of the year.Put the dates in your diary and don’t miss out on the party of the year.Put the dates in your diary and don’t miss out on the party of the year.    

    

RSVP :  trips@st4wdc.orgRSVP :  trips@st4wdc.orgRSVP :  trips@st4wdc.orgRSVP :  trips@st4wdc.org    
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The 4WD Spectacular is the highlight event on our 
Club calendar promoting safe four wheel driving 
whilst providing valuable income for each of the 
three host clubs.  The show also enables us to provide 
significant financial donations to charities which are 
selected as show beneficiaries by the host clubs. 

  

The ST4WDC representatives for the 2010 show are: 

Jenny Collins – Chairperson, Chief Organiser and 
Keeper of the Faith 

Wendy Holland – Rosters, Chief People Organiser 
and Keeper of the Registers 

Mick Hines – Promotions, Marketing and Media – 
Keeper of the Dream 

Marj Jones & Rob Tiele – Ringmasters of the Test 
Track & Keepers of Exhibitor’s Vehicles  

Jayne Hines & Kerry Lesjek - Club Tent Co-
ordinators & Keepers of the Club Home 

  

Greg Ebeling is the 2010 Exhibitor Manager and 
Grant Wood from the ACT 4WD Club is the Show-
ground Manager. 

  

The 2010 show will be held again at the Queanbeyan 
Showgrounds, but with a slightly different layout to 
previous shows.  There are around 180 exhibition 
sites located on a network of cross streets, with a 
main thoroughfare leading from the main show-
ground entry through the arena to the test track, demo 
and club tent areas. 

  

As part of our sponsorship arrangements, the show-
ground entrances and streets in the arena will be 
named.  As well as providing greater exposure for our 
valued supporters, this will (hopefully) make it easier 
for visitors to navigate their way around the show and 
find their way back to that exhibitor they “just HAD 
to stop at on the way out!!”  

  

The ACT, LRC and ST4WDC Club tents are no 
longer sited “back to back” in the middle of the arena. 
They are going to be co-located side by side and fac-
ing into the arena near the demo area.  The Quean-
beyan SES is also located near the Club tents and ad-
jacent to the demo area. 

  

The charities the Clubs have selected for the 2010 
show are the Snowy Hydro SouthCare rescue heli-
copter, VKS-737 (Outback Radio Network) and 
Greening Australia.  The Queanbeyan SES and Cap-

tains Flat Rural Fire Brigade will also benefit from the 
show, together with a number of local charities and 
community organisations who provide facilities and 
services to the show. 

  

Wheel Covers 

The legendary wheel covers are now available – al-
though I suspect many of you may already have one 
or two “saved up” in your garage from the 2008 (or an 
earlier) show.  We’ve got stickers to update the covers 
for the 2010 show and would appreciate you bringing 
any wheel covers that you may have in captivity along 
to the next club meeting for updating.  The wheel cov-
ers are great exposure for the show – the more we can 
get out there on the back of your vehicles the better! 

  

A3 and A4 colour posters will be available at the De-
cember Club meeting for members to take away and 
place on notice boards at work, shopping centres and 
your local club or pub in Canberra and surrounding 
areas.  Be creative – the more of these posters that we 
can distribute, the more exposure the show gets, and 
the more fun we have!  The A3 posters also go great 
on the kerbside rear window of your truck – so that 
passing pedestrians can check out the show too! 

  

The Committee will also be distributing the posters 
and a tri-fold information brochure to tourist centres 
and information booths around Canberra and the local 
region in the lead up to the show.  

  

Rosters 

Wendy Holland is looking after rosters – there are 101 
plus jobs to be done by all of us before, during and 
after the show.  

  

Volunteers will be needed during the week before the 
show & on the show weekend for our club tent, test 
track maintenance, test track drivers, gate keepers, 
parking, garbage collection and assisting with the ca-
tering on Friday and Saturday.  The post-show clean-
up starts at 4pm on Sunday with the final pack up on 
Monday.  If you have a little time, please join the 
faithful few who tidy up and assist Exhibitors leave. 

  

Please register your interest and availability with 
Wendy Holland, who will provide volunteers with 
entry and meal tickets at our January & February Club 
meetings. 

 

 2010 4WD Spectacular & Outdoor Recreation Show 

 13 - 14 February 2010 - Queanbeyan Showgrounds 

Jenny Collins 



Page Page Page Page 13131313    

If you have a report of  a non-Club trip, 

track anecdote or tip for four wheel drivers, 

please email it to publications@st4wdc.org 

or give it to Bob or Sylvia Allen at the Club 

meeting - your contributions are always wel-

come. 

Test Track 

Each of the three host clubs take it in turns to design and 
run the test track, which is widely regarded as one of the 
best on the show circuit.  ST4WDC is looking after the 
test track for 2010, which involves designing the track 
and coordinating its construction. 

  

The three host clubs will work together to build and “bed
-in” the track.  The test track is used to highlight the ca-
pabilities of exhibitor vehicles and the drivers will be 
drawn from all three clubs. 

  

Open your 2010 diaries!  Test track building will start on 
the weekend of 23 January 2010, continue on 31 January 
and be finalised on 6 February 2010.  This is a great 
chance for Club members to get involved, meet and work 
alongside members of the other two clubs and take your 
own vehicle for a drive on the test track. 

  

6 February working bee 

This is our big pre-show working bee.  Convoys will 
leave from Erindale Shopping Centre car park, Jamieson 
Shopping Centre car park and the Shell Service Station at 
Epic at 8.00 sharp to meet up at the Queanbeyan Show-
ground for a bacon and egg breakfast at 8.30 am.  More 
information will be provided in Southern Trails and at 
the December and January meetings. 

 

Showground Camping  

All Club members are welcome to camp out at the show-
ground.  The Queanbeyan Council and the Showground 
Trust have improved the facilities since our last show in 
2008.  The old toilet block has been replaced with a new 
unisex shower and toilet building but this has resulted in 
less room for camping in this area.  We have also ob-
tained a “Just Loos” shower block for the weekend.  
Camping at the showground is from Thursday to Sunday 
nights inclusive 

  

Catering 

Doreen McEnroe and Jenny Wood (from the ACT Club) 
will be supervising and coordinating catering for the 
event.  Meals will be provided for volunteers.  Please 
advise Wendy of your attendance on the following days 
to assist with the catering. 

  

11 & 12 February 

Lunch will be provided at the Administration area for all 
Club members working on site. 

  

12 February 

Come to the Club members Dinner, always a great night 
- a must for all Club members working or staying on site.  
Even if you haven’t been able to help out, come along 
and see how things are going – join us for dinner on the 

night before the show.  Please bring table, chairs, 
plates, bowls, cutlery, a yarn or two and BYOG or 
refreshments. 

  

13 February 

Dinner with the Exhibitors for Club members.  Re-
freshments will be provided.  Please bring table 
chairs, plates, bowls, cutlery, glassware etc.  Enjoy 
the night – eat, drink, dance and be merry.   

 

Lunches on Saturday & Sunday will be provided at 
the Club tent.   

  

The NSW & ACT 4WD Association will be attend-
ing the show and holding their quarterly meeting in 
the white tin shed on Saturday.  They have been in-
vited to camp at the show and to attend the dinner on 
Saturday night.  

  

I’d like to encourage everyone to stay at the end of 
the show on Sunday to help with dismantling and 
cleaning up.  Dinner is provided on Sunday evening 
and is great – we get to relax after another successful 
4WD Spectacular. 

  

I really do encourage all Club members to come 
along to the show. Please support your Club by do-
nating what time you can give on the roster.  Take 
the opportunity to meet and socialize with people 
from our sister clubs, have some fun, support YOUR 
Club and pick up some show bargains! 

  

This show has the reputation of being the friendliest 
and most inclusive 4WD & camping show on the 
eastern seaboard, mostly because it is staged and run 
by members of the host clubs.  Come along and join 
in - help us keep up our reputation and make this 
show better than the last! 

  

Jenny Collins 

Chairperson  

2010 Combined ACT 4WD Clubs Promo Committee  
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Publications 
Bob Allen 

Sylvia and I have just returned from the Club’s 2009 
Sand and Water Course – great weekend, learned 
heaps and once again our Driver Training Team 
showed what a dedicated and knowledgeable group 
they are.  They provided us with comprehensive brief-
ings illustrated with real-world anecdotes – and of 
course practical exercises.  Their incisive observations 
and feedback meant that all participants received not 
only the group information but also plenty of personal 
guidance and tuition – the sort of thing that makes 
learning both enjoyable and rewarding.  There will be 
a full report in the December magazine, as well as a 
verbal report at the next Club meeting on 10 Novem-
ber.  And participants will also receive their certifi-
cates at that meeting. 

  

The thing about going away with the Club is that it 
reinforces the benefits of getting out into the bush, 
doing a bit of four wheel driving, going to new places 
and socialising with a group of like-minded people.  
For this year Sylvia and I, in our roles as Magazine 
editors have been reading about Club members’ trips 
to Lake Eyre, Chambers Pillar, Uluru, Coonjie Lakes 
and other places we haven’t travelled to.  But next 
year we will be heading North, West or is it North 
West after first travelling South? 

 

So Southern Trails will need a new editor(s) for 2010.  
When we agreed to take on the Magazine, we told 
many Club members that we could only manage it for 
12 months – for the reasons noted above.  If you are 
interested in nominating for the position of the Publi-
cations Coordinator please contact me and I will ex-

plain how easy it is to cut and paste the words of oth-
ers into the pages of Southern Trails and write smart-
alec captions on other people’s great photos.  Seri-
ously, the job takes about five days work a month – it 
is not that difficult, but it does mean that you have a 
timetable to maintain to ensure deadlines are met.  But 
it is rewarding - you can be creative and the Commit-
tee and other Club members genuinely appreciate your 
efforts. 

  

John and Val. Wiseman – the previous editors – did a 
great job in setting up the current format of the Maga-
zine. And their guidance and patience ensured that 
when we took over from them it was relatively 
painless for us to take over the job and hopefully you 
the reader thought it was a seamless transition 

  

Speaking of John and Val., they have recently returned 
from a four month trip and you can read about their 
travels and look at their great pictures at http://
www.exploroz.comMembers/61493.375/6/2009Weste
rn_Australia_Trip_2009_Deserts_and_Wildflowers.as
px.  We are hoping that they may write one or two 
pieces for the Traveller’s Tales section in Southern 
Trails, so we can read about their favourite spots 
among the many places visited during their trip. 

  

Over the last few months many people have contrib-
uted anecdotes, technical tips and non-Club trip re-
ports - these articles add enormously to the Maga-
zine’s appeal.  So please - keep them coming. 
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ABOUT TRIPS 
TRIP GRADING 

For trips in the club’s calendar a grading system of levels 1 to 5 is used to assist members in deciding which 
trips they would most enjoy and which grade suits the driver’s level of skill and experience. This system of 
grading is a guide only. The grade assigned to a trip may change due to weather conditions, and the trip leader 
should be consulted in such circumstances. The trip leader has the right to deny a request from a driver who is 
considered not to have the necessary level of skill in 4Wdriving,or whose vehicle is deemed inadequate. 

 

*GRADE 1: very easy with little, if any 4wdriving involved; will usually consist of a scenic tour 
or a trip to camp. No 4WD skills are needed. 

 

*GRADE 2: a relatively moderate 4WD trip with winching and/or towing unlikely. Moderate 
level of 4WD skills needed, as well as completion of Basic Driver Education Course. 

 

*GRADE 3: a medium 4WD trip which requires cautious driving; winching should not be re-
quired. Good level of 4WD skills needed, as well as completion of Basic Driver Edu-
cation Course. 

 

*GRADE 4: a moderately difficult 4WD trip with some winching and/or towing almost a cer-
tainty. High level of 4WD skills needed, as well as completion of both the Basic and 
Advanced Driver Education Courses. 

 

*GRADE 5: an extremely difficult 4WD trip. Participants must be experienced at traveling over 
difficult terrain. Winching and/or towing will definitely be required and participants 
must have all their own recovery equipment. Skill levels the same as Grade 4. 

 

DRIVER EXPERIENCE 

Conditions on some trips at Grade 3 and above may prove too difficult for inexperienced drivers. 
Please advise the trip leader of the level of skill, and vehicle equipment when signing up for such a 
trip. Members must have attended the ‘Safe-One’ Basic Vehicle Operation Course before driving on a 
Club trip above the Grade 1 level, unless they have satisfied the Club’s Education Coordinator that 
they have the necessary experience.  
 
TRIP PLANNING  
If you are planning a Trip or Social Event for the Club contact the Club Trips Co-ordinator, preferably at least 
two months in advance of your chosen dates. This will allow time to give your event a ‘good plug’ in the 
Southern Trails, and it helps to avoid clashes with other people’s plans. However, if a good event opportunity 
comes up at short notice our rules are sufficiently flexible to enable a quick approval.   Club policy requires 
that a Club event shall be publicised in the Club magazine, or at a General Meeting of the Club, or on the 
Club’s website in order for it to be considered a formal Club event and so be covered for the purposes of insur-
ance, subsidies and so forth. 
 
For a trip using tracks that are not public roads it is Club policy to confirm with the appropriate authorities that 
access is permitted on the chosen dates. This includes National Parks, State Forests as well as private property. 
 

CB RADIOS 
The Club strongly recommends that a UHF radio be carried to facilitate convoy procedures.  UHF channel 14 
is used as the standard channel for trips. 
 
FIREARMS & PETS 

Firearms are not permitted on club trips. Pets are not allowed in National Parks, otherwise refer  to Trip leader. 
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TRIPS AND EVENTS 
14 - 15 Nov  Talooge Park Working Bee          (2009-073) 

Note: New since October magazine 

Trip Leader: John Kjar and Graeme Kruse 

Email: kjar@optusnet.com.au 

Phone: 02 6287 7574 (h); 0432 737 440 (m) 

Vehicles: unlimited 

Grade: 1 

Start: 09:00 

Departure: Talooge Park 

Requirements: Plenty of enthusiasm and good humour.  Recommend those participating in fencing tasks bring safety 
glasses, gloves, boots and strong clothes, as well as “high visibility” shirt/vest.  BYO own food and 
drinks – the usual happy hour rituals will be observed 

Description: A bit of work and a bit of fun.  Participants are welcome to lend a hand or two on Saturday and/or Sun-
day.  Subject to interest, we could arrange a tour of Talooge for interested participants on Sunday – 
visiting such exotic locations as Hole in the Wall, Bottle Shop, Honeymoon Bay, Devils Hole waterfall 
or even Dick’s Folly.  Work activities will include relocating a wire fence, some carpentry, paving a 
shed, land care (mowing, spraying, staking, pruning, relocating some timber branches etc).  Also a 
great way to join the day trip to Cowarra Mine on Sunday.  Contact trip leader for access details if nec-
essary 

 

15 Nov  Cowarra Gold Mine Last Chance          (2009-072) 

Note: New since October magazine 

Trip Leader: Michael Patrick 

Email: michael.patrick2@bigpond.com 

Phone: 0412 377 941 (m) 

Vehicles: unlimited 

Grade: 2 

Start: 09:00 

Departure: Williamsdale 

Fuel: Full tank 

Maps: Auslig NATMAP 1:250,000 Canberra S15516 

 Hema 1:385,000 South East New South Wales 

Requirements: Basic recovery kit. UHF radio. Drinking water, tea breaks, lunch 

Description: There is a lot of history here going back to the 1800’s. But soon it will be gone as Capital Mining has 
put in a proposal to Cooma Monaro Council to strip mine the area so all the history will soon be gone.  
On Sunday we travel the Monaro highway to Bredbo, or join from the working bee at Talooge Park,  
then proceed via Chakola Fire Trail to Cowarra gold mine.  Explore the old mine and the old township 
and have lunch there. We will then explore the old dam and the old bricks works. Then head  home at 
a leisurely pace. 

 

21 - 28 Nov  Return to the High Country       (2009-065) 

Trip Leader: Neville Simpson 

Email: bl.ng@bigpond.net.au 
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TRIPS AND EVENTS 
Phone: 6295 9021 (h) 

Vehicles: 8 

Grade: 3 

Start: 08:00 

Departure: Hume layby 

Fuel: Full tank at start 

Maps: Hema Hi-Country 

 Hema Roof Top 

Requirements: Sorry no trailers - basic driver training, basic recovery gear, UHF radio, good tyres, well maintained 
and reliable vehicle, food and drink for a week - radiator blind - recovery gear - bushman saw - axe 

Description: Mt Anderson/Gibbo Area - Mitta River - Alpine National Park - Hotham Heights - Wonnangatta - 
Mitchell River Country - or make it up on the way! 

 

28 Nov  Driver Trainer’s Christmas Party           (2009-043) 

Trip Leader: Peter Reynolds 

Email: debpete1@bigpond.com 

Phone: 6251 1258 (h); 0428 623 458 (m) 
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 TRIPS AND EVENTS 
5 - 6 Dec  Christmas Party at Talooge          (2009-059) 

Trip Leader: Richard Brand 

Email: trips@st4wdc.org 

Phone: 0418 568 358 (m) 

Vehicles: Unlimited 

Grade: 1 

Start: 08:30 

Departure: Williamsdale 

Fuel: Full tank 

Requirements: UHF radio, happy hour provisions, pot luck main course, lunches and breakfast.  Also a secret 
wrapped present for each child you are bringing, plus an inventive wrapped grown-up present valued 
under $15.  Table decorations 

Description: Two packed days of fun for children and adults alike.  Kids games will be followed by games for kids-at
-heart. Santa will visit, there will be the Gift Grab, kid's movies then the communal dinner following 
happy hour. Best table decoration, club-provided desserts and camp-fire camaraderie take us through 
to the "Morning-after Funkana".  Bigger and better than ever, this will test your driving skills, patience, 
trust and communication abilities as never before.  Not to be missed. 

 

7 - 14 Dec  Return to the High Country          (2009-060) 

Trip Leader: Neville Simpson 

Email: bl.ng@bigpond.net.au 

Phone: 6295 9021 (h) 

Vehicles: Unlimited 

Grade: 3 

Start: 08:00 

Departure: Hume layby 

Fuel: Full tank at start 

Maps: Hema Hi-Country 

 Hema Roof Top 

Requirements: Sorry no trailers - basic driver training, basic recovery gear, UHF radio, good tyres, well maintained 
and reliable vehicle, food and drink for a week - radiator blind - recovery gear - bushman saw - axe 

Description: Davies Plain - Mt Anderson/Gibbo Area - Mitta River - Alpine National Park - Hotham Heights - Won-
nangatta - Mitchell River Country - or make it up on the way!  End date is flexible and there are daily 
exits for people who need to go home early 

 

23 - 25 Jan  High Country Hill-billies (Part 2)          (2010-017) 

Trip Leader: Greg and Vickie Taylor 

Email: vickie.taylor@bigpond.com 

Phone: 6241 3547 (h); 0411 281 087 (m) 

Vehicles: 6 

Grade: 3 

Start: 08:30 
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TRIPS AND EVENTS 
Departure: Williamsdale 

Fuel: Full tank 

Maps: Hema 1/200,000 High Country Victoria, Hema 1/385,000 South East NSW  1/25 000 maps of Thredbo, 
Suggan Buggan, Vic 1/25 000 Mt Cobberas, Tom Groggin, Biggara 

Requirements: Basic driver training, basic recovery gear, UHF radio, good tyres, well maintained and reliable vehicle, 
camping gear including gas stove for cooking, food and water, happy hour and pot luck dinner sup-
plies.  Bowsaw and axe for track clearing and a blind/tarp may be necessary for water crossing.  Tyre 
chains for steep mountain fire trails 

Description: This is part 2 of last year’s trip into the High Country.   Travel to Jindabyne and have morning tea.  We 
head down Barry Way past Wallace Craigie Lookout and magnificent views of the Snowy River, Willis 
then turn right onto Ingeegoodbee FT, left onto McFarlane Flat Track, Cobberas Trail, through the 
Playgrounds meeting Limestone Rd near Native Dog Flat for our first night’s camp.  We will then head 
up Limestone Rd to Limestone Creek Track onto The Poplars (McCarthy) camp area, McCarthy’s 
Track past Charlie Creek Hut  and onto Davies Plain Track.  Camping on the second night at either 
Wheelers Creek Hut or Dogman Hut.  Up to Mt Pinnibar on Australia Day for fantastic views of the 
NSW and VIC high country.  Then back to Tom Groggin for a dip in the Murray (water crossing), 
Thredbo, Jindabyne and home.   A pot luck dinner for Sunday night to make sure we have enough 
strength for Mt Pinnibar on the Monday!  This is the plan but we may deviate to camp at other loca-
tions depending on our progress each day.  Many of these tracks will be unsuitable/unsafe in wet 
weather.  Many of the locations and campgrounds we are visiting have toilet facilities – but, as usual 
bring your shovel and paper, good humour and camaraderie 

 

23 - 25 Jan  High Country Seillib-Llih          (2010-018) 

Note: New since October meeting 

Trip Leader: Chris and Julie Nicholls 

Email: calypso1@gmail.com 

Phone: 6291 0849 (ah) 

Vehicles: 8 

Grade: 3 

Start: 08:00 

Departure: Monaro Highway opposite Isabella Drive roundabout 

Fuel: Full tanks will be needed, but it is a good idea for diesels to top up the tanks in Jindabyne with their 
mix of fuel which is blended for colder temperatures. 

Maps: Hema 1/200,000 High Country Victoria, 1/25 000 maps of Thredbo, Suggan Buggan 

Requirements: Basic driver training, recovery gear, good tyres, chains if you have them, UHF CB radio, appropriate 
tools and spares, food, water and camping gear for three days. If you have a chainsaw and are quali-
fied to use it safely bring it along for track clearing, but not for firewood gathering.  For diesels I recom-
mend you take on half a tank of local fuel at Jindabyne, as they normally have a blend that won’t wax 
up in freezing weather. We camped once on Davies Plain one January long-weekend and seven vehi-
cles refused to start in the morning after a cold night due to the wax in the fuel turning solid 

Description: Very similar to Greg Taylor’s trip but travelling in the opposite direction and we should cross paths at 
some stage.  This will involve long days of driving including wonderful alpine scenery and some mod-
erately difficult 4WD’ing with plenty of low-range work. Some narrow tracks with overgrown scrub. Be 
aware it usually rains.  If we have bad weather or fires the trip may be cancelled or the route varied. 
No trailers or pets.  The route will be roughly Canberra, Jindabyne, Thredbo, Tom Groggin (river cross-
ing – bring a tarp for a blind), Mt Pinnibar, Shady Ck Tk, Wheelers Hut (camp), Wild Boar RangeTk, 
Beloka Rd, Mt Hope Rd, Buckwong Tk, McCarthy’s Tk, Poplars, Limestone Ck Tk, Black Mountain Rd, 
Cobberas Trail, The Playgrounds (camp), MacFarlane Flat Tk, Ingeegoodbee Tk, Snowy River Rd, 
The Barry Way, Jindabyne, Canberra. 
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TRIPS AND EVENTS 
30 - 31 Jan  4WD Spectacular - Test Track Construction          (2010-013) 

Trip Leader: Marj Jones 

Description: The heavy lifting for the test track starts here.  This year, our Club has responsibility for building and 
running the test track.  Earth-moving equipment will be shaping 100s of tonnes of material, which 
needs to be bedded down, shaped and tuned to test the capabilities of hard- and soft- 4WDs. 

 

6 Feb  4WD Spectacular - 3 Separate Convoys           (2010-019) 

Trip Leader: (1) Rosemary Orr                    (2) Bob Rutten                                    (3) Michael Thompson  

Phone:  0414 568 358                         0420 363 094                                      0428  311 533 

Start: 08:00 

Departure: (1) Jamison Shopping Centre (2) Shell Servo, Federal Hwy, EPIC    (3) Erindale Shopping Centre    

Radio (1) UHF Channel 14   (2) UHF Channel 20                            (3) UHF Channel 10 

Requirements: Make sure you have your 4WD Spectacular wheel covers in place.  This is also a good time to get, fix 
and display your ST4WDC windscreen stickers 

Description: Join members from the combined ACT clubs and drive to Queanbeyan Showground to help promote 
the 4WD Spectacular and join the Working Bee.   

 

6 Feb  4WD Spectacular - Working Bee          (2010-014) 

Trip Leader: Wendy Holland 

Phone: 6292 6537 

Email: wholland@actewagl.net.au 

Start: 08:30 

Departure: Queanbeyan Showground 

Requirements: Sunscreen, hat, water, gloves.  Tools including lawnmowers, buckets, mops, brooms and rakes 

Description: The major activities include completion of the test track, setting up the demonstration area, mowing 
walkways, delivering pamphlets and cleaning the administration area and kitchen.  Breakfast of fruit 
juice, egg and bacon rolls plus tea or coffee will be provided - please notify Wendy of catering num-
bers before 2 February 

 

12 Feb  4WD Spectacular - Final Touches          (2010-015) 

Departure: Queanbeyan Showground 

Description: The Club needs lots of helpers on the Friday to help set up the Club Tent and add finishing touches to 
the test track 

 

13 - 14 Feb  4WD Spectacular and Camping Show          (2010-016) 

Departure: Queanbeyan Showground 

Description: This is the major bi-annual event for our Club.  Put these dates in your diary now!  We expect well over 
10,000 paying visitors.  Please find time in the days before to help build the test track, put up the Club 
marquee & Exhibition display areas. The Club needs lots of help during the weekend to staff the Club 
tent, talk to visitors, help with parking control, and take part in demonstrations and competitions.  
There will be at least 120 commercial stands exhibiting camping, 4WD gear, fishing gear, off-road trail-
ers etc.  Many exhibitors will offer significant discounts on their products.  There really is no better way 
in Australia to try out 30 new 4WDs on the same track on the same day!  Be there to help YOUR club 
and enjoy the benefits and bargains, and help contribute to charities. 
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Wine Ramble With Ro - 6 September 
Rosemary Orr 

This is really the story of a day out with the little blue 
truck and the big blue truck. 

Victor (the little blue truck) and Turbo.(the big blue 
truck) left Giralang on a lovely sunny morning to visit 
some wineries around Canberra.  As Victor and Turbo 
were the only ones to come and play, the day promised 
to be very leisurely and relaxing. 

 

First stop was Brindabella Hills winery.  This winery, 
set close to the Murrumbidgee River, is a favourite.  
Here we were the first visitors for the day.  We tasted 
some excellent wines and chatted to our hostess.  A 
new tasting room is being built which will have a great 
view down to the river - methinks that another visit to 
explore this new structure is a good idea!  After we 
left, the little blue truck commented on the corruga-
tions in the road – the big blue truck just laughed and 
said “what corrugations”. 

 

Next stop, Jeir Creek – my favourite winery.  Great 
wines were tasted and some purchases made.  On the 
approach to the winery the little blue truck couldn’t 
believe his eyes.  The fattest, wooliest sheep he had 
ever seen.  Almost round rolly-polly sheep - amazing! 

 

Then a little detour to Murrumbateman – down Mur-
rumbateman Road to Nanima Road and then a further 
detour down Springrange Road and back to the high-
way.  Some dirt road, dust, and stray cattle, but inter-
esting estates – and some junk yards.  The little blue 
truck was very happy as the big blue truck had not 
been down these roads before, and it’s very hard to 
find somewhere the big blue truck hasn’t been. 

On to Mount Majura winery – a very different tast-
ing experience.  All visitors are seated at tables with 
a card with white wines listed on one side and red 
wines on the other.  You place your glass on the 
wine you want to taste and it is poured for you - ex-
cellent wines again and more purchases. 

 

Then we drove on to our last winery.  
Shepherds Run for tasting and lunch - 
great Shiraz, really good food and a 
great view.  The lovely blue trucks 
rested while we enjoyed a wonderful 
relaxing lunch.  I have to say that be-
cause it was Fathers Day, we did not 
leave our lunch spot until after 
4.00pm.  To finish the day we drove 
the length of Norton Road having a 
great sticky beak at all the homes and 
then onto Bungendore Road to Tan-

dara.  This is my daughter’s home.  We were treated 
to lovely coffee and a chat and then a leisurely drive 
through the traffic back to Canberra. 

 

What a great day - lots of sunshine, some really 
great wines and wonderful companions.  What more 
could you ask for!! 

Rosemary Orr (trip leader) Suzuki 

Plod & Doreen McEncroe 100-Series LC 

Bush Cooking 101 

The Blues Brothers 
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Safe One Basic Driver Training Course - 12,13, 20 September 

Fifteen participants plus trainers plus lots of others met 
for the course.  Because of personal commitments 
Vanessa and I came in on Saturday morning and not 
with the convoy on Friday night. So we had to set up 
quickly and get to the clubhouse for the morning lec-
tures - rush, rush, rush.  Lesson: Come in Friday night, 
set up at leisure, relax and enjoy a good meal and wine 
before the onslaught in the morning. 

 

Day 1 

In the Club house 8:30 am: 

Déjà vu.  This was my go at Driver Training at Ta-
looge. I had been here a year before as the support per-
son when my wife did the course. So I had sat in on 
the instruction and rode passenger on many of the 
tracks before.  So I thought that I had picked up and 
absorbed a lot from that time. Lesson: I was wrong.  
The second time around was just as informative and 
enlightening as the first.  There is so much to learn and 
either I had not quite got it or I had just plain forgotten. 
Lesson: You don’t know what you don’t know and 
even if you do, you don’t. [Sit in again if you can – it’s 
really worth it]. 

 

The morning started with some basic questions: Les-
son: These are not basic questions.  When is your vehi-
cle a 4WD?  Is your new $50K plus vehicle up to the 
task?  What are its limitations?  What aftermarket en-
hancements will improve your 4WD performance?  
How much will you have to spend?  Lesson: Don’t ask 
this last question. 

 

We then covered basic 4W driving: Prepare your vehi-
cle - there are lots to do and check. Traction, traction, 
traction – appropriate tyres (E loading) and correct tyre 
pressures. Wheel placement - walk the track, plan 
ahead, look ahead, think where your rear wheels are. 
Momentum – keep it going.  Basic driving techniques: 
Posture, push-pull steering, thumbs, left foot breaking 

(for automatics) etc, etc.  Basic difficult terrain driv-
ing: Do I have to go? Is my vehicle capable to take 
me there? Am I capable?  Lesson: If any answer is 
no, don’t go.  

 

OK we have got all that [didn’t we], so let’s get out 
there and put it all into practice. 

 

After lunch we headed for the nursery slopes.  Place 
your wheels over those markers on the ground, re-
verse around those trees only using your side mir-
rors, etc, etc. Lesson: it sounded a lot easier in the 
morning session. Lesson: I need some practice. Then 
onto the slopes with left foot breaking, push-pull 
steering, gear selection, etc, etc.  Lesson: One can 
take only so many lessons. 

 

Let’s get back to camp, prepare dinner and relax 
around the camp fire.  However, debriefing before 
dinner was required just so we could bond and tell 
each other that it was no doddle and we still had a lot 
to learn [it was only the nursery slopes – tomorrow is 
another level. After the long day we finished with a 
beautiful evening, good company, a few laughs and, 
you guessed it, a few more lessons.   

Course Participants 

Phil Price, Bev Blackston, Senerath Wijeratner, Pe-
ter Chase, Graham Kitchener, Laurie Oldfield, Elise 
Newton, David Evans-Smith, Gary Chapman, Janet 
Neale, Rod Williams, Ken Gordon, Jarrod 
Reichman, Christoph Rauch and  Bruce Bacon with 
various support staff and advisers. 

Trainers 

Peter Reynolds, Mark Adamson, Duck, Thommo 
and Julie, David Buckley, Michael Rath, Daryl 
Webb, Barry and Pom plus others.  

Bruce Bacon 

Walking the track – easy 
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Lesson: Sharing some good reds around a camp fire is 
very enjoyable [actually I already knew that].  Lesson: 
Slow cooking on a little purpose built kindling fire 
really works beautifully – and if you are nice to the 
cook he might even give you a little taste – yum. The 
last lesson of the night was that the trainers know some 
terrible jokes. 

 

Day 2  

In the Club house 8:00 am: 

Rush to get breakfast finished, washing up and some 
preliminary packing. 

Lesson: Get up very early.  The session was on com-
munication theory and practice. Lots of jargon, lots of 
information and a lot to digest.  Lesson: If you are go-
ing bush make sure the group has appropriate commu-
nications [a satellite phone would be good] and some-
body has an EPIRB.  After that we rushed to the pad-
dock to do the recovery training with live demonstra-
tions.  Lesson: A winch with remote control is easier 
than a hand winch. [but not necessarily as versatile]. 

 

Pete said that we didn’t have time for lunch, that we 
were running late and had to get out on the tracks.  
Fortunately wiser heads prevailed and he reluctantly 
gave us 10 minutes.  Lesson: On matters of food, ig-
nore Pete. 

 

Pete’s Track, Rocky, Coo-ee, White Gum, Boundary 
Tracks, Link Road, Hole in Wall. [Don’t think we did 

Winch Hill since we don’t have a winch] all provided 
plenty of challenges.  Each track showed how the 
different vehicles handled the different terrain.  In 
fact, some didn’t handle them too well at all and got a 
bit stuck.  The creek crossings really focussed the 
mind on wheel placement.  Lesson: Make sure you 
have working shock absorbers (no names, no pack 
drill). Lesson: Those scratches on your new paint 
work will buff out – if that was your only damage.  

 

I ran intro a little trouble when a dodgy remote con-
trol told my vehicle computer that I could not select 
1st or 2nd gear.  So negotiating the tracks in drive 
proved interesting and really enforced the use of the 
hand brake for controlled decent.  Lesson: Computers 
know when you have finished the hard stuff because 
it then corrected itself.  After a very challenging day I 
think we all went home feeling we had really 
achieved something, knowing we still had a lot to 
learn.   

 

Day 3 

Uriarra Homestead 8:00 am. 

Lesson: Don’t be last to the rendezvous point – else 
you will be writing this report [even if it was Duck’s 
fault that you were late] 

 

After adjusting our tyre pressures we headed into the 
Brindabellas. First we stopped on a flat bit of dirt 
road for snatch strap training – Whoops! Lesson: 
Don’t step across a live strap – I knew that, but still 
did it. The severe reprimand helped to reinforce the 
safety rule.  Lesson: Getting the take-off speed right, 
the appropriate momentum right and controlled stop-
ping right, is not that easy. 

 

Then we headed for some challenging climbs and 
declines.  Lesson: Walking difficult tracks is essen-
tial. Choosing the wrong path is not a good idea, par-
ticularly if the path selection has to be made in split 
second.  

 

Dampness on parts of the climb was giving us some 
grief, so track rebuilding was required.  Lesson: None 
– just get off your bum a do it. 

 

We were all anxious when an older manual drive 
stalled on the climb.  After a number of goes and 
some heart stopping moments the vehicle eventually 
made the top to a round of applause and cheers.  Les-
son: Four wheel driving can be quite dangerous and 
requires preparation and practice.  Don’t take you 
vehicle for granted.  At the top of the drive we 
stopped for some well deserved lunch.  Apparently 
everybody had been pre-warned about this lesson: 
Bring cake to bribe the trainers. 

Driving the track -  hard 
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After lunch we moved to a difficult, specially chosen 
descent track.  This involved lots of discussion of the 
best approach and wheel placement along with expert 
assistance from the trainers via the CB.  All went well, 
although seeing the vehicle in front of you beginning 

the decline with one wheel two feet 
off the ground, was a little disconcert-
ing. Everything we had learnt on the 
course was being put to good use.  

 

The rest of the descent seemed a 
pleasure after that and we had some 
time to take in the beauty of the 
mountains and some breathtaking 
views. So what were the final conclu-
sions of the day?  It was a real buzz, 
fantastic, a hoot , great etc, etc.   

 

What more can I say, except: thank 
you all for a great three days and 
thank you trainers for sharing your 
expertise, experiences and for you 
patience. 

 

Final lesson for me: practise, practise and practise. 

 

Safe four-wheel driving everyone. 

 

Planning a trip? 
The following experienced trip leaders have offered  to assist new trip leaders in planning their trips.   

Budding trip leaders are encouraged to seek their advice. 

Name    Phone  Mobile   Email 

Peter Watson 6254 7118 0418 649 823 pwatson1@tpg.com.au 

Neville Simpson 6295 9021  bl.ng@bigpond.net.au 

Dennis Collins 6292 7423 0418 969 452 margden1@actewagl.net.au 

Chris Nicholls   calypso1@gmail.com 

Doreen &  Plod McEncroe 6241 8188 0429 008 436 doreen.mcenroe@act.gov.au 
Neil Telfer  62919683     0427 263 805  ntelfer@tpg.com.au 

David Whight   0438 882 696 tdavidwhight@hotmail.com 

 

Anyone bring a cake? 

Winching action - advanced driver training 
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This event was established in 2002 at the property 
“Willow Glen” owned by the Toyota Land Cruiser Club 
of NSW. 

 

It is a competition which is held on the long weekend in 
October each year for two classes of vehicle - Touring 
Class and Challenge Class.  There are three stages on Sat-
urday and four stages on Sunday.  There are four vehicles 
to each team with a driver and a navigator.  Vehicles 
complete in each stage trying to earn maximum points.  
The highest score for each stage is 100 points.  Naviga-
tors are able to be outside the vehicle and can guide the 
driver and help him find the best way through the obsta-
cles.  So navigators have to be fit!!!! 

Approximately 20 to 25 teams compete in the competi-
tion each year.  This year there were 24 teams.  That 
means that there were a total of 96 vehicles competing.  
As with all motor vehicle events there are strict rules and 
all vehicles must pass scrutineering prior to competing.  
If a vehicle does not pass then it has to be modified, tyres 
changed etc to comply with the prescribed standards be-
fore it can be passed. 

 

There is great camping on the property and teams and 
their supporters start arriving early on Friday to claim 
their favourite camping spot.  ST4WDC and Brindabella 
share a camping area and our wonderful Doreen McEn-
croe and her team cater for the teams and their supporters.   

 

Our Club has been competing at this event since it began 
in 2002 and we have won the competition on a number of 

occasions.  We won three years in a row - 2005, 
2006 and 2007.  In 2008 we did not do so well but 
our sister Club, Brindabella Ranges won the event 
and the Barrett brothers from Brindabella won the 
event outright.   

 

This year, ST4WDC was placed second.  We 
missed out on a first by a margin of only 14 
points.  In addition, Luke and Rob driving for 
ST4WDC won the Challenge Class outright.  In 
the past Ziggy Koeck (ST4WDC) has also won 
the event outright.  I also think we have won this 
event in 2003 but have not been able to verify this 
as the information as it is not on the web site. 

 

So since its beginnings 
in 2002 we have won 
this event three times 
(possibly four), one of 
our members has won 
the event outright and 
one of our teams has 
won the Challenge 
Class outright.  NOT 
A BAD EFFORT!!  

 

Peter Reynolds our 
team manager is still 
passionate about this 
event.  We have some 
wonderful drivers who 
put a lot of time, 
money and effort into 
their vehicles and into 
winning all of the 

events they enter.  Our Club has earned a wonder-
ful reputation at Willow Glen, such that other 
teams just shake their heads and say “how do we 
beat these guys”. 

This is a great event, particularly the mud holes 
on Sunday afternoon – look at the photos oppo-
site. And even if this type of driving is not for you 
come along next year to the 2010 Willow Glen 
Challenge, join in the fun and see what these ve-
hicles and their drivers can do. 

Willow Glen Challenge - 3-5 October 

Rosemary  Orr 
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Ooops 

Mate - you’re stuck, can you reverse it? 

Ziggy Koeck in Bruised Banana 

Wayne Rumble  in  Rock Toy 

Ziggy showing how bow waves  

are important for water crossings 

Who pays for the tyres? 
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Victorian Bushfire Relief Work - 3 - 5 October 

For most of this year the Wangaratta 4WDC has been 
doing a great job organising work teams from various 
4WC clubs to assist with stock fence renewal.   They now 
believe that the majority of the emergency work has been 
completed and have found that support for further work 
was waning.  Hence this trip will probably be the last 
from ST4WDC. 

 

We left Canberra about midday on Friday 2 October and 
had a leisurely drive down the Hume with the obligatory 
afternoon tea stop at the Beechworth Bakery for coffee 
and cakes.   As the weather was predicted to be unstable, 
we decided to share a six-berth ensuite cabin at the 
Arderns Caravan Park in Myrtleford.   It turned out to be 
a good move because it rained for most of Friday night, 

 

The open farming areas around Myrtleford were amaz-
ingly green and lush while the burnt-out forest regions 
remained somewhat desolate.  The fires had been so hot 
and the winds so strong that very little natural regenera-
tion was taking place.   

 

At 8.00am on an overcast Saturday morning we met the 
rest of the fence builders at the Mudgegonga Hall, about 
18km NW of Myrtleford.  Following a quick safety brief-
ing we were assigned a team leader called John Shannon, 
a retired farmer with lots of fencing experience.  The job 
for the day was to work on a boundary fence for Serge 
and Barbara who had saved their house but lost three 
sheds in the fires.   

 

Under John’s gentle direction we soon had a bit of a sys-
tem going.  Set the corner posts, run a single wire as a 
guide for the rest of the posts, dig lots of 60cm holes for 
intermediate concrete posts about 20m apart, set the inter-
mediate posts, then fill the gaps with steel pickets 4m 
apart.   In some parts the ground was like butter and dig-
ging was easy.  But other parts were rocky shale that 
really tested the tools.  By the end of the day we had in-
stalled the posts and pickets for about 600m of fencing.   

 

At about 5.00pm we adjourned to the farmhouse for 
drinks and nibbles.  Serge would have to run the wires 
himself next day.  Serge and Barbara had a brilliant coun-
try style garden and orchard.  We came away with a bag 
of oranges and another of kiwi fruit. 

Then it was back to the Caravan Park for a 
cleanup, more happy hour nibbles and drinks fol-
lowed by dinner at the Myrtleford Hotel.   The 
day’s exertions caught up with us early in the eve-
ning so bed was very welcome.   Somehow I 

ended up on the bottom bunk (have to be quicker 
next time!).  This made it easy to roll out of bed 
but it was a real trial trying to stand up.  Every 
muscle protested loudly. 

 

On Sunday morning it was back to Mudgegonga 
Hall at 8.00am for the next challenge.  This time 
our little team was directed to help Andrew who 
had lost most of his perimeter fencing, several 
kilometers long.  As he backed onto crown land he 
was on his own to replace the fence apparently 
with little support from the government.   The area 
we worked in was extremely hilly.  It is amazing 
the number of times you have to walk from one 
end to the other when building a section of fence.  
Going up and down very steep slopes and at the 
same time carrying bundles of star pickets and 
rolls of barbed wire certainly had us all puffing 
and blowing.  At the end of the day Andrew esti-
mated that we completed 1km of seven wire fenc-
ing but I reckon it was somewhat less than that.   

 

The next challenge was to get the Jackaroo with a 
trailer load of star pickets out of the valley and 
back to the farm track on top of the hill.  This was 
a new challenge for me.  Very steep hill, no track, 

Don Wiltshire 

The Workers 

Graeme and Leon Kruse                 Landcruiser 
Don Wiltshire and John Kjar          Jackeroo 

That looks right 
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Telephone: (02) 6280 6416 Unit 1/68 –70 Kembla Street 

Facsimile: (02) 6239 1606 PO Box 1113 

Email:  sales@wattscom.com.au Fyshwick ACT 2609 

Web Address: http://www.wattscom.com.au ABN 62 008 641 923 

We are a one stop communications shop providing GARMIN GPS and Navigational equipment, 
Vehicle Tracking,  UHF and AM CB radios, Marine VHF & UHF radios, HF Radios, Commercial 
Two-Way radios, Hands Free Kits for mobile phones, sales and rentals of  Mobile and Satellite 
phones, HF, UHF and Commercial radios. 
 
 Our installation bay is fully equipped to undertake installations into all types of vehicles.  

 

 Our workshop has qualified technicians who undertake the repair of HF Radios, AM/UHF CB’s and 
UHF/VHF Marine radios, commercial radios – mobile and hand held.  

 

 We are the sales and service agents for the following brands: 

 

 GARMIN, GME-ELETROPHONE, ICOM, KENWOOD, UNIDEN, MOTOROLA, SIMOCO, AND 
TAIT.  We can also provide satellite phones on the Iridium and Globalstar statellite networks. 

green wet grass a foot deep!   Several attempts at going 
for all the momentum I could muster failed miserably.  
Just lots of wheel spin in the slippery grass.  I dropped 
tyre pressures down to 18 and tried again.  Same result!  
Finally I tried going vaguely around the hill rather than 
straight up.  With Graeme sitting on the bullbar to give a 
bit of added weight and using a very light foot on the 
accelerator I came up easily.  It just shows that there is 
always something else to learn about off-road driving. 

We adjourned to the Mudgegonga Hall for drinks and 
nibbles and a bit of a debrief.  Because the following 

day Monday was not a public holiday in Victoria, 
no fencing work had been arranged for that day.  
So it was back to the Caravan Park for a tub and 
BBQ dinner.  Early to bed again! 

 

On Monday morning Graeme and Leon decided to 
head straight home while John and I opted to play 
at being tourists.  Our first stop was Milawa and 
the Brown Brothers Winery for a tasting plus a 
couple of bottles to take home.  Next it was the 
mustard shop, followed by the olive shop.  Then on 
to the Milawa Cheese Factory for some sampling 
and purchases.  We also dropped into the furniture 
maker in the grounds of the Cheese Factory and 
had a long and interesting chat with the chap who 
does the work.  He has an extensive knowledge of 
Australian native woods and their uses.  Next stop 
was Beechworth for lunch.  In spite of it not being 
a holiday in Victoria, the Bakery was packed so we 
opted for an alternative venue for lunch.   

 

From Beechworth we headed back to Albury via 
Bandiana and then home again up the Hume High-
way, arriving in Canberra around 6.00pm.   Quite a 
relaxing day. 

How many volunteers to dig a hole? 
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Brindabella Classic - 11 October 

The Brindabellas beckoned on what we hoped would 
be a fine and sunny day.  I’d been looking forward to 
this all week, exploring some of the trails in our own 
backyard that had remained hidden for many years 
we’d been in Canberra without a 4WD vehicle.  Driv-
ing to Uriarra Homestead we noticed some black 
clouds gathering and fears of mud and slush and steep 
slippery hills crossed our minds.  Especially since my 
vehicle had road tyres and no winch.  

After meeting up, doing the introductions and some 
friendly banter about the merits of Pajeros vs Toyotas 
the ever-optimistic Greg decided the storms would 
pass and we should venture forth up to Piccadilly Cir-
cus.  About half way up, the clouds and a winter mist 
engulfed us.  We stopped to air down our tyres in 
preparation for the descent of Gentle Annie’s Fire 
Trail to Flea Creek.  It felt like winter and the heaters 
were turned up a notch or two. 

 

Descending Gentle Annie’s was a real roller coaster 
ride.  Those rollovers were huge, but as we came out 

of the mist our spirits rose with the sun.  The pleas-
ant  camping spot at Flea Creek was a good opportu-
nity for morning tea, and Phil was still struggling to 
turn on his newly installed fancy GPS, with all the 
bells and whistles. I’d brought my trusty Swiss al-
timeter that didn’t require batteries or a degree to use 
it and we noted 500m with an ascent over 1200 com-
ing up. Greg’s GPS was humming and comparing 
the height with the altimeter showed they were 
within 10m of each other – certainly good enough 
for the bush! The Goodradigbee River was in full 
flow (should have packed that fly rod) and the 
“chook chasers” could be heard around the hills. 

 

Climbing up Webbs Ridge Fire Trail was next and it 
was good to have the radios so we knew what to ex-
pect up front, with Greg and Vicki leading the dis-
cussion and Mike bringing up the rear. It sounded 
like we were tuned in to a “tyre technical talk” chan-
nel for a while – I don’t know what the ladies were 
thinking about all this, but Brigitte thought it must be 
interesting to the blokes but she was more engrossed 
with the scenery.  After crossing the powerlines and 
viewing Mt Coree to the East with its peak in the 
clouds, we continued on until the Waterfall Fire 
Trail. Here it was time to descend again – this time 
more steeply to the Goodradigbee River along McIn-
tyres Fire Trail and along to Lowells Flat. 

 

Out came all the gadgets for cooking and just as we 
were sitting down a little shower dampened our fes-
tivities. Was this an ominous sign? Those hills 
looked steep and we were again down in the gully 
with a long way up!  Rob and Lynne rolled in just in 
time to turn around and head for McIntyre’s Hut. 
They’d been delayed in Canberra but were keen to 

Greg and Vickie Taylor (trip leaders)    Patrol 

Michael and Tina Patrick        Prado 

Phil and Sue Rayner       Land Cruiser 

& grandchildren   

Rob and Lynne Donaldson      Land Cruiser 

Carl Cameron       Pajero 

David and Sue Evans-Smith     Prado 

& grandchildren 

Peter Chase        Patrol 

Alister and Brigitte Nairn      Pajero 

Alister Nairn 

Ominous clouds ? 

Descending  Gentle Annie Fire Trail 
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get out in the hills too.  This was the first Club trip 
for myself, and also the Evans-Smith family and Pe-
ter Chase who had recently completed the training 
course and was getting used to the Patrol, ready for 
some more serious excursions. 

 

McIntyres Hut was a 10 minute photo stop, as the 
clouds had gathered and it looked like the rain might 
set in.  Pity about that as it looked like a pleasant 
place.  A group photo was hastily taken and we were 
off.  The idea of going up Follys Fire Trail was aban-
doned as we turned on the windscreen wipers and 
headed for the hills. 

It doesn’t seem to take a lot of rain to 
make the tracks slippery and we got up 
the steepest sections in the nick of time, 
with a little bit of sliding and slipping – 
but nothing too serious. Back up on 
Webbs Fire Trail it looked like the 
storm had been fairly heavy with water 
running down the tracks and some fairly 
large pools developing.  Some red soil 
sections turned out to be very muddy 
and slippery clay and by the time we’d 
reached Doctors Flat Trail ready for the 
return back down to Uriarra, we’d accu-
mulated a fair bit of mud. 

 

We stopped to air up and say our farewells near 
Brookvale Homestead. The Pajeros certainly seemed 
to have collected the most mud on the running 
boards – not sure if it was the cars or the drivers.   

 

Anyway, we all had a great day and thanks to our 
trusty and friendly leaders Greg and Vicki for lead-
ing a great drive through the Brindis. Looking for-
ward to another one already! 

Photo stop at McIntyres Hut 
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       Traveller’s Tales 
4 Wheels No Good — Kokoda Track 

Nigel Moth 

Recently the Club Magazine invited reports on non-
Club trips.  Perhaps my trip in September 2008 will be 
of interest.  This summary from a 9-page diary written 
for relatives who I suspect doubted my sanity omits the 
wet and muddy day-by-day details.  

 

I assume Club members know the Kokoda Track cam-
paign in 1942 stopped the Japanese advance towards 
Port Moresby.  Early on, the Australians were outnum-
bered at least 6 to 1.  In 6 months, 2,165 Australians 
died and 3,533 were wounded.  The Japanese lost about 
13,000 dead and about 6,500 wounded.   

 
Recently the Track has made headlines due to deaths 
and emergency evacuations.  Media have focused on 
the Track itself rather than the condition of people 
walking it.  The horrific air crash near Isurava in Au-
gust 2009 is a different situation and one I can person-
ally appreciate.   
 
My group walked from Kokoda to Owers’ Corner to 
follow the incredible defensive withdrawal.  We flew 
into Kokoda through dense cloud in a Twin Otter.  I 
could see the instrument panel and watch the pilots 
counting seconds on specific bearings and altitudes. 
After two passes over Kokoda we touched down and 
slid sideways along the grass strip.  
 
Our group of 13 was mostly aged 55 – 64. At 69 I was 
the oldest.  Five had military service but all were inter-
ested in the history and had trained for the walk.  I pre-
pared by hiking about 520kms, mostly on hills with 7 
to 14 kg in my pack.  Our Trek Leader was an ex-
Commando that I knew from service years ago and our 
current membership of the 1st Commando Regiment 
Association.  As a Trek Leader for nearly 10 years, he 
knows the Track’s culture and history.   
 
The Track.  From Kokoda to Owers' Corner is about 
60 km as the crow flies, but the main Track is about 96 
km.  We detoured a few times to visit more battle sites. 
Kokoda airstrip is at about 340m and Owers’ Corner 
approx 720m.  The uphill climbs total over 5500m, and 
descends about 5350m.  The highest point is 2190m.  
The path is mostly about 1m wide, sometimes less but 
wider in the swamps.  It passes through some of the 
most pristine rain forests in the world.  
 
This trek challenges physical fitness, stamina, balance, 
agility and mental strength.  Travel is measured locally 
in time not kilometres. A past issue of the 1st Com-
mando Regiment [Vic] Newsletter quotes that it “is not 

for the faint-hearted, nor the unfit.  It has been classi-

fied as the third most difficult adventure activity in the 

world; its condition at any time is unpredictable […].”  
 
The walk crosses narrow ridges, steep-sided valleys 
and fast flowing rivers for at least 50 hours in 7 to 10 
days, mostly on a narrow, muddy path with tangled 
tree roots. With detours to other battle sites we walked 
for 57 hours in 7 days, covering about 108 km. There 
are magnificent mountain landscapes and a variety of 
flora and fauna, unless it’s raining.  
 
The dry season is May to October but we had heavy 
rain every afternoon, often for several hours.  It was 
very humid under the trees, very hot in the kunai grass, 
and cold at the high points. We crossed rivers and 
creeks by wading ankle to waist deep, rock hopping, or 
on thin slippery logs, often a couple of metres above 
fast-flowing water.  Crossings can be impassable after 
rain.  
 
It’s best to use a trekking company registered with the 
Kokoda Track Authority.  I went with No Roads Expe-
ditions, a Melbourne eco-tourism company.   It buys 
fresh food from villages, funds village huts and hy-
giene facilities, provides good conditions and equip-
ment for porters, and excellent support for trekkers. 
Porters are a major source of village income.  Young 
porters save some money to study a profession or trade 
in Lae or Port Moresby.  

Villages.  In the 1880's when Europeans first met the 
Koiari people they were known for their fierceness. 
Today they are very friendly and generally live be-
tween Owen Stanley Ranges east of Port Moresby and 
the Kokoda valley. They grow taros, bananas, paw 
paw, mango, pineapple, sweet corn, yams, vegetables 
and coffee but do not raise or eat pigs, chew betel nut 
or smoke tobacco. Many are descendents of the fuzzy 
wuzzy angels. 

Trekker Huts - Alola Village 
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We were told that male trekkers step off the track to 
give women right of way, and men and women bathe 
in different places.  At night we rested in our tents or 
thatched huts away from family houses.  The people 
have a healthy and clean lifestyle in villages with open 
space and good drainage.  We didn’t see any children 
with sores or flies in their eyes. 
  
We met local people in Kokoda, Hoi, Alola, New 
Isurava, Naduri, Kagi, Efogi One, Efogi Two, Menari, 
New Nauro, New Ioribaiwa, and Ua-Ule.  At Naduri 
we met Mr Ovuro Idiki, one of the last fuzzy wuzzy 
angels, aged at least 104 years old and still very alert. 
 
Between Naduri and Kagi we visited a regional school 
with big airy classrooms, a large playing field and ac-
commodation for 3 teachers who take about 180 kids 
from Naduri, Kagi, Efogi 1 and Efogi 2 through Years 
1 to 8.   
 
Clothing.   I wore very comfortable boots and the 
same UV resistant, quick drying shorts and polo shirt 
each day, changing inner and outer socks and micro 
fibre jocks only twice, but everything was always wet 
or damp.  Evenings, I wore a long sleeved thermal top, 
lightweight long trousers and sandals.  I slept in a ther-
mal top and running shorts and used a chamois to 
wash.  Each morning I put paw paw cream on toes and 
heels, avoiding blisters in spite of wet socks and feet.   
 
Food.  Professional nutritionists revise No Roads’ 
menus annually.  Breakfast was usually porridge and 
coffee or tea.  Lunch was vita wheat, vegemite, cheese, 
and tuna snack tins.  We added cuppa-soup to noodles.  
Dinner was rice or pasta with meat, veg, vita-wheat, 
cheese, soups, tea or coffee.  We had a personal supply 
of muesli bars, Gatorade powder and cuppa-soups.  I 
added chocolate and mixed nuts.  We all carried 3 li-
tres of water topped up at creeks, bought fresh fruit 
from villagers, and helped the porters prepare meals 
which they said was unusual. 
 

We got up at 4.30am, had breakfast, a 
briefing, packed personal and group kit, 
and were walking by 6.00am.  Brief stops 
every 2-3 hours or after long steep 
climbs, lunch at a village or clearing, des-
tination by 3.00 to 4.00pm, and dinner 
around 5.00 – 5.30pm.  After about 
7.00pm we used head torches.  On Day 1 
we walked for 11 hours, for 9 hours on 2 
days, and other days only 6 or 7 but 
equally hard hours as the hills were 
steeper.  
 
Significant Sites. There are many his-
toric military sites on the main Track and 
more on sidetracks.  The most significant 

are Kokoda; Deniki Ridge; Isurava with its impres-
sive War Memorial commemorating a ferocious 
four-day battle and the rock where Private Kings-
bury won a posthumous VC; Eora Creek Village 
site; Brigade Hill; Mission Ridge; the Maguli 
Range and Iorabaiwa.  The Bomana War Cemetery 
with nearly 3000 graves is meticulously main-
tained.  

Bill James’ Field Guide to the Kokoda Track - 
An Historical Guide to the Lost Battlefields 
[Revised Edition April 2008], provides informa-
tion about early Europeans in PNG, the Australian 
withdrawal from Kokoda and subsequent advance 
pushing the Japanese back to Buna, detailed maps, 
terrain profiles, and Track conditions in 2008.  
Kokoda by Peter Fitzsimons is also worth reading 
as it provides a perspective from personal diaries 
and veterans’ accounts. 

Nigel Moth at Bede’s Rock, Eora 

Crossing the Naoro River 
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Spotlight on Sponsors 

National Tyre Wholesalers  
Mick Hines 

“We train our dealers to always pre-qualify buyers – 
what they want to do with their vehicle and what 
they’re going to use the tyres for. That way, they get 
the right tyre for the job and we get another satisfied 
customer!” 

 

I thought that was a great quote to start number three in 
our “Spotlight on Sponsors” series.  I spent a morning 
out in tyre heaven at Fyshwick with Brett Quodling, 
the Sales and Marketing Manager for National Tyre 
Wholesalers who are the exclusive Australian importer 
and distributor for Cooper Tires and Mickey Thomp-
son Tires. 

 

NTW run their southern NSW & ACT operation from 
the distribution centre in Fyshwick, with Northern 
NSW covered from their warehouse in Sydney. 

 

NTW is a third generation family business that was 
started in Canberra in the 1950s by Gordon and Doreen 
Smith, who are still actively involved in the business as 
Directors of the company. The current-day NTW grew 
from a retread factory in Braddon into the Discount 
Tyre Service group which had seven retail stores in the 
Canberra area in the 80s. The Company’s history gives 
NTW a unique blend of retail and wholesale/import 
experience, which is a big plus for customers. 

 

Terry Smith (you’ve all seen Terry on the Coopers and 
4WD Action DVDs), who was manager of the family’s 
retail stores in Canberra at the time, went to an interna-
tional tyre show in New Orleans in 1987. He discov-
ered the Cooper products there and arranged to import 
them to Australia, originally to sell through the fam-
ily’s stores in Canberra.  Terry Smith has his own im-

port company ETD, Exclusive Tyre Distributors in 
Brisbane serving Victoria, Queensland and South 
Australia. 

 

Fast-forward twenty years and Cooper Tires are now 
a major force in 4x4 tyres in Australia, with a great 
reputation and an extensive dealer network right 
across the country.  Along the way, NTW added 
Mickey Thompson, Federal and Starfire products to 
their range. 

 

As the Australian distributor, NTW and ETD have 
contributed to the development and testing of Coo-

per Tires for the Australian 
marketplace.  “We regu-
larly travel to the States to 
discuss Australian condi-
tions and our needs in Aus-
tralia with Coopers” Brett 
said.  “They often give us 
new products for testing in 
Australian conditions and 
love getting the feedback 
on how their products per-
form in our environment. 
Our national network and 
strong customer relation-
ships provide us with 
plenty of feedback, which 

Coopers incorporate into their research & develop-
ment programs.” 

 

Several ST4WDC members have recently been 
sporting new Mickey Thompson muddies on their 
trucks. “The Mickey Thompson and Coopers range 
really complement each other,” Brett told me. 
“There’s slight differences in the rubber compounds 
used for each brand, and they interlock in a way to 
cover a whole range of situations – both tyres are 
great products, but they do have different uses. 

That’s why it’s so important for our dealers to be 
well trained to understand the right tyre for how and 
where customers will be driving their trucks.” 

 

As well as dealer education, NTW focuses on edu-
cating us - the end users - through various customer 
education programs. Coopers provide a wealth of 
information on DVDs, brochures, the Cooper Tires 
book and through a strong presence at 4WD shows 
and club meetings across the country. Terry Smith is 
also a regular guest presenter on the popular 4WD 
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Action magazine monthly DVDs.  “We actu-
ally have a call centre on-site here and are 
more than happy to give product advice to 
our end users.” Brett said. The call centre is 
1300 COOPER, with a complementary num-
ber for Mickey Thompson – 1300 MICKEY. 

 

The Canberra warehouse has around 40,000 
Cooper Tires at any given time with an addi-
tional 32,000 at the Sydney warehouse. 
While I was out at NTW, I jealously watched 
literally hundreds of tyres being taken out of 
shipping containers and stacked in the ware-
house. 

 

“We have stock here of all the Coopers tyres avail-
able in the Australian market” Brett said. “We do two 
supply runs to our local dealers every day and can 
have any tyre anywhere in NSW within 48 hours.” 

 

You’ve probably have seen the Coopers testimonials 
– where real users tell of their experiences with Coo-
per Tires. Brett tells me that Coopers and NTW regu-
larly get letters, calls and emails from customers who 
are happy with their products and want to share their 
experiences.  

Good old fashioned word of mouth advertising – a 
great product that actually does what it says, backed 
up with good service through the distributor network 
and underwritten by the Coopers guarantee. 

“The US heritage with Coopers and Mickey 
Thompson works really well for us in Australia. 
Their tyres are made stronger and with the deeper 
tread because of the size and weight of the Ameri-
can vehicles.  That makes them perfect for our full 
sized (and smaller!) trucks over here”, Brett said.  

 

Aftermarket tyres for SUVs is apparently turning 
into a real growth area for NTW.  Owners of Rav-
4s, X-Trails, Foresters and similar vehicles are get-
ting to know about Coopers with the result that up-
grade and aftermarket sales in this area are boom-
ing.  It seems that our “baby” cousins are now reap-
ing the benefits of Coopers too! 

 

Coopers have several dealers in the ACT – you can 
easily spot them by the red, white and blue Cooper 
Tire signs (the same as the one on the Coopers’ 
Gate at Talooge).  Pop in and talk tyres or give the 
call centre a ring on 1300 COOPER.  Coopers also 
have an information packed website at http://
www.coopertires.com.au.  



Page Page Page Page 36363636    

Club Clothing  
 

The Club clothing or a name badge can be ordered from Kathy Solomos at the monthly Meetings. 

Payment for any item is expected when ordering. 

 

     

    Jackets: $75:00 

    Shirts:  $37:50  

    Vests:    $47:50 

    Caps:    $15:00 

    Hats:       $15:00 

    Beanies:  $15:00 

    Name Badges: $12.00 

    Rugby Tops: $48:00 

 

    Look for the sign on a table at  

    Meetings 

    Kathy Solomos  0402 051 623 

Hire a Tvan  

the most versatile, dependable, 

robust and comfortable hard top 

camper trailer available 
 

This serious off road camper trailer, built by 

Track Trailer in Melbourne, was awarded 

 “Campertrailer of the Millennium” and has 

 recently won the Caravan and Recreational Vehicle Manufacturers Association of     
Australia award for hard top camper trailers. 

 

Track Trailer has just released a CARAVAN for the serious off-road 

traveller. The Topaz provides exceptional levels of comfort, equip-

ment and off road performance. 

Hire rates for the Tvan: $600 per week; $330 long weekend; $250 weekend 
 

NB. We have a try for free policy if you buy a Tvan from us. 

 

Visit us at 

South Coast Caravan, Camping and Holiday Expo, Batemans Bay, 6-8 November  

4x4 Spectacular, Queanbeyan, 13-14 February 2010 
 

Download an application from www.independenttrailers.com.au or ring Catherine on 
0412 866 375 or email catherine@independenttrailers.com.au  
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Reminders and Updates. 

- Please don’t forget the electronic Trip Reports required for visits to State Forests and National Parks,  
make them a routine for Trip Leaders. We still appear to forget these vital reports and by doing so, we 
only damage our own interests.  I ask all Delegates to make this their responsibility to get these reports 
done for all relevant trips. 

 

- VSI 50 Survey. At last count we had received just under 3000 responses plus another1400 approx. 
from Victoria. Please, if you have not already done so, complete the survey on line at 
www.4wdnow.com.  It does not matter that you may not have modified your vehicle. We want a truly 
representative sample of our 4WD community and there are other demographic questions in the survey 
which are relevant to our interests and the current discussions.                      

 

Appointment of a Paid employee. You may have seen the advertisement on SEEK. We have had a very 
good response and will be interviewing candidates early in October. 

 

VSI 50 remains the issue of the day. We have now formed the consultative panel to support your repre-
sentatives on the RTA Working Party, (myself, Chris Tierney, and Rob Kelly). The panel which composes 
Mark Bonello (Suzuki Club), Shane Rolton (Blue Mountains Club), Tony Vaughan (Central Coast Club 
and Hunter Chairman), Clifford Stephenson (DTU & Executive) and Roger Sheath (VP) and the Executive 
met last week and agreed certain key issue relative to the work of the Working Party that would be pro-
gressed. As soon as we can report to you we will do so. Please continue to access the website for current 
developments and please keep sharing views.  

 

Coming Events - please refer to the members website www.4wdnsw-act.asn.au for more information: 

- Combined Clubs Weekend at Rydal Showground (near Lithgow). Proceeds go to the Centrefor Kid-
ney Research. Whilst organised by the Sydney Region, all clubs are very welcome. There will be vari-
ous trips available. 

 

- DTU Training workshop for 4WD clubs to have people trained and assessed on 7 & 8 November at 
Dooralong, to be hosted by the Central Coast 4WD Club. There is no doubt that having more trained 
instructors will be a significant your club in the future. 

  

As previously mentioned, all Executive positions fall vacant in November 2009. A discussion paper 
has been sent to all Presidents and Delegates and is posted on the Forum. I urge you to look at it and con-
sider whether you can help or whether there is someone in your Club who would be suitable. I hope you 
will agree that your Association has made a lot of good progress on many important issues and it would be 
a waste to see that falter for lack of the right person stepping forward. All of the Executive would confirm 
the satisfaction from being involved at that level. Please discuss your interest with me.  
 

The next quarterly meeting and the Association’s AGM is on 21 November. It will be hosted by the 
Land Rover Owners Club (Sydney Branch) at their meeting place 134 Queens Road, Five Dock.  If not 
already provided, please send to me the latest email address of your Club Editor/PR Officer.  
 

Greg Redfern, President 
28 September, 2009 

September Bulletin 
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Advertising on this page is free to members but is restricted to 

 Two Months. Non-members will be charged $20 per advertisement 
for 5 lines for the same period.  

FOR SALE/WANTED/LOST/FOUND 

Black Wolf Turbo 300 Canvas Touring Tent.   

In as new condition.  Used only three times.  Reluctant sale 
- a bit too heavy for the wife to put up, pack up and get into 
the truck by herself.  Great tent.  Quick to set up and pull 
down.  Waterproof.  We have down sized to the 240.  220g 
Ripstop poly/cotton canvas, Weight: 23 kg, Size: 300 x 300 
x 210cm, Fits inside most 4WD’s  

http://www.blackwolf.com.au/turbo/ 

New price is $1200.  Selling price $850 neg. 

Thommo - 0428 280406 

  

Companion Chemical Toilet - brand new.  Made from 
high density polyethylene, completely self contained 
with secure clamps and latches.  The holding tank is 18 
litres and it weighs approx 3.4kg.  The exterior is a little 
scratched as we have had it for some time but never 
used it.  $45 ono 

Vivian - 0407 969 057  

 

85 Watt Suntech Mono-Si Solar Panel  

Dimensions 1195 X 541 X 30 (mm).  $450. 

Rob -  Mob 0409 307 533 Home 02 6161 7597 

 

BFG All Terrains (5 x 285/75R16 ) on 16” Toyota 6 
stud white wheels. Tyres as new; wheels some stains.  
$1700. 

Peter - 0406 379 913 

 

Winch Bar to suit 100 Series Landcruiser.  $1000 

Dave Buckley - 0410 625 734 

 

2004 Mitsubishi Challenger LS 4WD.  

One owner, 80,000kms, leather interior, new brakes and 
tyres, tow bar. Full genuine Mitsubishi logbook servic-
ing. Metallic silver. Registered until October 2009.  
Family car with true 4WD capability. 

Asking price $17,000.  

Ron - 0414 365639 or thompsons@netspeed.com.au  

Rear Seats: Real leather 3rd row GQ seats in excellent 
condition. 

Free to a good home. 

Fuel Tank: 95 litre GQ/MQ fuel tank in VG condition.  

$50 ono. 

Bull Bar: Very good condition aluminium bull bar to 
suit GQ/MQ.  

$100 ono. 

Greg – 0419 784 983  or 6275 6224 bh 

Aluminium full-size 6 point roof rack for Nissan Patrol 
GU - 1800 x 1300mm. Rhino Rack brackets. Good condi-
tion – only used twice.  $450 

4 x Goodyear Wrangler tyres 255x60/R18 HT suit Lan-
drover Discovery, 80+% tread.  $400 the lot. 

Hi-lift jack adapter to fit wheel hubs on Nissan Patrol.  
$40 

Ian Goodacre - 0403 304 505  

1989 Nissan Patrol 4.2 Diesel S/Wagon aka. BIG RED 
as featured on the September magazine front cover 

 

We are moving to Perth so the truck needs to be sold.  
Tried and tested 4WD with all the fruit and then some. The 
truck and I have won 3 Willowglen Team Challenges and 
competed in 2 other comps. This truck will suit a driver 
who appreciates one of the most capable street-legal daily 
driver 4WDs in Australia. You will be buying the truck in 
its current condition, warts and all - and all the spare parts 
and extra suspension components. You will also be getting 
the most amazing off road comp tyres (37x13.5 Pitt bull 
Rockers) on mechanical bead lock rims. Due to space re-
strictions I cannot list all the extras and modifications. 
Phone for an in-depth inspection of the truck. 

 

$11,000 - $13,000  

Robert Tiele 0406 377 527 or 62053174   robert-
tiele@grapevine.com.au 

80 Series Landcruiser 1993 White -Petrol - Manual 
Bull Bar , Electric Winch, Dual Battery System 
H/Duty Suspension, Tow Bar, Roof Rack, Driving Lights, UHF Radio. 
Comes with six wheels, recovery equipment, seat covers, large range of camping equipment incl. false floor, fully setup 
for outback touring. 
Thoroughly and religiously serviced by Monaro Off Road no expense spared.  

 

$12,000 ono. Best offer will be accepted. 

Please call Harold 62512465  
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