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Directory 

General Meetings are held at the  

Canberra Deakin Sports Club, Grose St, Deakin 

at 7:30pm on the second Tuesday of each month.  

General meetings are where Club members and visitors can meet and 
get information on past and future Club activities in an informal 
atmosphere.  Meetings regularly feature talks from experts on topics 
of interest, and reports on past trips.  Visitors can introduce 
themselves, there is a raffle with generous prizes and a coffee break 
for catching up with other members.  

Ideas for guest speakers are welcome, please don’t hesitate to contact 
the Committee if you know of someone who could make an 
interesting and topical presentation.   

Many members gather before the meeting to enjoy a meal or a drink at 
the club.    

Publications 

Website: Information regarding the Club, our activities, sponsors,  and 
membership is available on our website at www.st4wdc.com.au.   

Facebook: the ST4WDC page includes posts regarding Club activities 
and sponsors and can be found at  www.facebook.com/st4wdc/.   

Southern Trails: is the ST4WDC monthly newsletter.  Trip reports, 
member profiles, relevant articles, and classified advertisements are 
welcome, as are photographs and illustrations.  Closing date for 
contributions is the first Tuesday of the month.  Send contributions to 
publications@st4wdc.com.au. 

Club Bank Account 

Membership fees are paid through the Club’s website.  For other financial 
transactions, the Club’s bank account details are:  

Bank:     Bank Australia 

Account Name:   ST4WDC 

BSB Number:   313 140 

Account Number:  1213 0617 

Talooge Park 

Talooge is the Club’s 600+ ha bush block in rugged country east of 
Bredbo.  It is used for training and other Club activities. Several areas 
are set aside for basic bush camping, these have firewood and there 
are flushing toilets and a (bring your own) shower cubicle available.  
A covered barbeque area is also available but there is no water or 
electricity and mobile phone coverage is very limited.  Pets and the 
discharge of firearms are not permitted on the property.  Visitors 
should assume they are wholly responsible for their own wellbeing 
and conscious of the risks of fire, snakebite, etc.  Further details are on 
the Club’s website.  

http://www.st4wdc.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/st4wdc/
mailto:publications@st4wdc.com.au


 

Code of Ethics 

Four Wheel Drive Australia Code Of Ethics 

ST4WDC is affiliated with Four Wheel Drive Australia and we promote responsible four 
wheel driving.  We should all observe and support this Code of Ethics.  Remember, image 
is difficult to change. 

 

• Obey the laws and regulations for Recreational Vehicles that apply to public lands. 

• Respect the cultural, heritage and environmental values of public/private land, by 
obeying restrictions that may apply. 

• Respect our flora and fauna. Stop and look, but never disturb. 

• Keep to formed vehicle tracks. 

• Keep the environment clean. Carry your own, and any other, rubbish out. 

• Keep your vehicle mechanically sound and clean to reduce the environmental impact. 

• Adopt minimal impact camping and driving practices. 

• Seek permission before driving on private land. Do not disturb livestock or watering 
points, leave gates as found. 

• Take adequate water, food, fuel, basic spares and a first aid kit on trips. In remote areas 
travel with another vehicle and have Royal Flying Doctor Service, or equivalent 
emergency contact by radio or satellite. 

• Plan ahead and lodge trip details with a responsible person. 

• Enjoy your recreation and respect the rights of others. 

• Support four-wheel drive touring as a legitimate family activity. 

• Consider joining an affiliated four-wheel drive Club. 

 

This Code supports the National Recreational Four Wheel Drive Vehicle Policy. 

Produced by Four Wheel Drive Australia in the interest of promoting responsible vehicle 
use. 

 

For advice and assistance in meeting the requirements of this Code of Conduct contact 
the Secretary 

 

©Four Wheel Drive Australia, August 2010 

https://4wda.com.au/about-us/
mailto:secretary@4wda.com.au
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So, just as the weather starts getting colder apparently we can now travel for recreational 
purposes.  But we can’t cross any borders to head to warmer climes, and we can’t actually camp 
in the National Parks because most of them are still closed.  Talk about making it hard for a 
person.  But I suppose better that than a more extreme outbreak of COVID. 

We are taking the opportunity this long weekend to head bush, having booked a You Camp 
site.  It gives us the chance to get out and about, keeps us isolated, and supports the 
community.  Hopefully it will all go well, I won’t fall into the camp fire, and the diesel heater 
and camping electric blanket will work so those who are most important will be happy and 
warm. 

So, what has the Club been up to?  Unfortunately not much since the travel restrictions were 
only eased last weekend, but are still applicable to a number of activities.  The Club meetings 
still can’t go ahead due to the numbers involved and the fact that the Deakin Soccer Club will 
not be opening before 19 June at the earliest (based on a phone call I had with them).  But at 
least we can now have some trips – there are plans in the pipeline for some day trips and 
overnighters, so keep an eye out for those.  They will all need to be managed safely and in 
accordance with whatever relevant restrictions are in force, but that is up to the Trip Leader and 
participants. 

I have also seen on Facebook that NPWS are now requiring campers to book all sites, 
irrespective of whether they were paid sites or free-camping.  I don’t know how well it will be 
policed and how effectively it will operate, but be aware that it is now a requirement. 

The Association quarterly meeting went ahead using Zoom which was kind of interesting – a bit 
hard to work out who was who and follow some of the discussions, but it worked surprisingly 
well given the number participants.  The Association has agreed to discount membership fees for 
the 2010/21 membership year.  Work has been progressing on getting the Monaro Region up and 
running again with some interest from a few clubs, so hopefully there will be some progress 
there and we will continue to see some tangible benefits of being part of the Association. 

A new Australian Recreational Motorist Association (ARMA) has been formed as a National 
body to represent the interests of all recreational vehicle users.  There seems to be some 
controversy again between the NSW/ACT Association and ARMA in terms of the roles and 
membership.  You can find out more from their websites, or if interested drop me an email and I 
can forward you the emails we have received from them about ARMA and how things all 
fit.  The first thing they have attempted seems to be getting the old ‘Time to Align’ campaign 
going again, albeit under a slightly different arrangement.  It seems to me to be a good idea in 
theory, but I am not sure of the processes involved.  At the moment we are monitoring the 
situation, but do not see any benefit in becoming involved in the politics or joining ARMA – but 
‘watch this space’. 

Through the generosity of Club members and some kind donations we were able to deliver a 
swag of clothing (no pun intended, but I'll take it....) and equipment to Cobargo Fire 
Relief.  There should be an article somewhere in the newsletter about this, so I won’t repeat it 
here.  Just to say thanks to all the members who contributed. 

And that’s about it from me (thank goodness you say?).  So, see you next month, and remember 
“All you need in life is ignorance and confidence, and you’re sure to succeed”. 

Andy.. 

President’s Report  

Andy Squire 
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Another month has come and gone with not much change to the status quo, though we are 

now allowed to head out and gather in small groups and can access the National Parks again 

which is a blessing several people have taken advantage of.  I noticed quite a few images of 

campfires and camper trailers on Facebook over the Queens Birthday long weekend.  

Johnny’s now sporting a new battery from the Battery 

Factory. Mark and his team did a great job and even 

replaced a dodgy electrical connector for me.  The last 

starter battery only managed three years though it is a 

very hot engine bay and I’ve done a kilometre or two 

over corrugated roads in that time so I’m not 

complaining. 

I hope that you find some of the articles in this edition 

interesting, I certainly did.  There are contributions from 

members both past and present on various subjects.  

Danny Williams put together a great piece on camping 

showing that you don’t need a large 4WD and trailer to 

take a family away, just a sense of adventure.  I snaffled a 

couple of articles from past editions including one from 

Chris Nicholls on auto transmissions, another from 

Catherine Panich on trip preparation with a great dessert 

recipe from Wendy Holland. For those of you who have 

been following Scotty Broadhead and his partner Jen’s 

adventure there may be some content you have already 

seen, though if you haven't there’s a snapshot of the last 

couple of months.   

If you have some back issues of the magazine it would be 

great if you could take a look and see if you have some of 

the ones missing from our set; the list is on page 21.  

Trolling through photos of past trips I found these from 

Stockton Beach in January 2010.  Such a beautiful spot 

though we were unlucky enough on this occasion to get 

hit with a storm with wind gusts up to 80 knots which 

flattened our camp and sandblasted the finish off my 

fishing reel overnight! 

Happy Trails,  

Matt Warmington  publications@st4wdc.com.au 

Letter from the Editor 
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(This article was written by Catherine Panich and appeared in the October 2009 edition of 

Southern Trails)   

Eating well when travelling remotely  

No trip is complete without good food, good wine and good company in no particular 

order. Peter and I have just spent eight weeks away of which six days were travelling the 

Anne Beadell Highway and seventeen days on the Canning Stock Route. I took stocking 

the larder as seriously as Peter's stocking of spare parts. I want to share with you some of 

my thoughts and experiences. This is by no means an advice column but hopefully you'll 

be able to pick up some useful tips.   

I operate by making lists, so planning started with a list of evening meals. They are the 

easiest to plan.  I found it best to stick to food we normally eat. If you don't usually eat 

prepared packet meals, whether they are instant noodles, flavoured pasta or rice or even 

cup a soup, or instant desserts - don't buy them or maybe just a couple for emergencies. I 

now have a pantry full of emergency food and have to figure out how to get rid of them.   

Nutrition and the yummy factor were my selection criteria. The starting point is working 

out how many days you will actually be remote, give or take a few. Remember there is a 

Coles or Woolworths in every town, big or small, so you won't starve. Consider how big 

your fridge is and do you have any freezer space? How big is your storage space, i.e. how  

much can you carry? Think light, ban tins if at all possible! I only took baked beans, kidney 

beans, beetroot, and  Goulburn Valley peaches.  

A blank piece of paper is a great way to start the brain storming process - see the diagram 

below. In no time at all you will have more meals than you need. So next comes balance;  

how many of each,  Spread over the number of days. OK that done, think about how many 

you want to precook, if any.  

Travellers Tales 
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I took eight precooked meals, frozen in Chinese containers and vacuum sealed. In hindsight 

this was more than necessary, but it was lovely not to have to cook after a long day in the 

saddle. BP [I think this might be PB - Ed] spent 8 hours in the kitchen one day and 

precooked all his meals. Every meal was pot luck! A nutritionist told me that ladies need 

150g of meat and men 250g per meal. Knowing that makes it so easy to freeze the exact 

amount you need. Vacuum sealed meat will also keep in the bottom of your fridge for 

several weeks unfrozen, but err on the side of caution. The supermarket offers some meat  

already vacuum sealed. My experience is that the plastic is fairly fragile and pierces easily. 

Once the meat part of dinner is planned then I had to figure out what carbohydrates (rice, 

pasta etc) and vegetables would go best. I had this fairly well figured out and didn't have too 

much left over.  

Vegetables: remember it's essential to stay healthy. My pre-cooked meals included fresh 

vegs, e.g. stew with carrot, celery and peas, chicken curry with zucchini and beans. These 

obviously took a little more freezer space. Fresh carrots, pumpkin, potatoes, onions and 

garlic travel well. Keep in a styrofoam box or car drawer, which are fairly well insulated, 

and cover with a sheet of frozen or at least cold techni-ice, changing morning and evening. 

Broccoli, lettuce and tomatoes travel fairly well but will need to be refrigerated after a 

couple of days. I always took the tomatoes and lettuce out at night in case the fridge decided 

to freeze. Keep all food shut away securely to stop night time marauders. I also froze and  

vacuum sealed my own vegetables by blanching them in boiling water for 1 minute and 

sealing when cold. One of these packets lived in the bottom of the fridge, unfrozen for 10 

days, and they were still fresh and crisp and we are here to tell the tale. I took too many  

packets of instant peas, bean, corn and mashed potatoes - one of those 'oh my god moments' 

in the supermarket. At least they are light and make good emergency meals, but we didn't 

have any emergencies!     

Fruit: apples and oranges, i.e. firm fruits, travel the best. Soft fruits bruise; I'll say no more. 

We had an apple or orange with lunch every day and preserved fruit with banana, while they 

lasted, for breakfast. I stored the fruit with the vegetables. Dried fruit like apricot and apple 

can be stewed and used as needed. I've included Wendy Holland's delicious pudding at the 

end of this article [Check Campfire Kitchen in this edition - Ed]. If you like sultanas, dried 

figs, dates etc take them along too - all good sources of vitamins and minerals. 

Drinks: long life milk, soya and fruit drinks are the BEST invention. Calculate how much 

you will need and don't buy more, remember weight; every litre of liquid weighs one kilo. 

You have to leave space for wine and beer! We found a fruit box with lunch was a welcome 

relief from water. Our  other trick was to use Tang in our water bottles. This was a great way 

to hide the sometimes not so wonderful tasting water. I vacuum sealed ground coffee in 

several packets and took along cappuccino sachets as well. That and a piece of chocolate 

was all I needed for dessert.  

Travellers Tales 
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Breakfast: stick to what you normally eat. We rotated between cereal with long life milk, 

bacon and eggs, toast with cheese, jam, vegemite etc. yoghurt (a 900g tub stores in a corner 

of the fridge and lasts several days). I also took a couple of packets of pikelet mix and maple 

syrup for that naughty breakfast.   

Lunch: probably requires the most planning. Duck had a 12v pie warmer. At morning tea he 

would chuck in a pie and voila it was warm and crispy by lunch time. We  looked on 

enviously.  He also made himself toasted sandwiches using a frying pan on a single gas 

burner. We mostly had sandwiches, keeping the bread fresh using Helen Sutton's technique 

of wrapping the loaves in foil and then newspaper. I took a few packets (too many) of wraps;  

mountain dew, Lebanese etc. These have a long shelf life. PB made bread, but I wasn't into 

the kneading stuff, although I did take a box of premix bread flour for emergencies. That too 

is now in my pantry. I guess I'll have to dust off the bread maker.   

If you are having sausages for dinner consider adding a couple more for sausage sandwiches 

the next day. Left over curry or stew is lovely in a wrap. I vacuum sealed sandwich meats  

(enough for 3 days for 2 people) which kept very well frozen and unfrozen. Plenty of 

sandwich meats come already vacuum sealed from the supermarket, and of course salami is a 

great standby. I also found tuna in packets rather than tins; more emergency food in my 

pantry. When the tomatoes and lettuce run out, beetroot and gherkins kept the sandwiches 

moist and of course being French born I had a big jar of home made mayonnaise which 

lasted the distance.  

Desserts: mostly we didn't need them in the end, but I did carry custard powder and 

powdered milk (light) to have with Wendy's puddings which we shared with the whole 

group.  

Another great emergency meal is fried kransky with a tin of baked beans thrown on top. No 

that one's not in the pantry, it was yummy. I even made garlic bread by coating both sides of 

slices of bread with garlic butter and frying lightly. I vacuum sealed mixed nuts in several 

packages for snacks.  

 

 

Editors Note: 

Thanks Catherine for that great article!! 

If you have a Travellers Tale you would like to share please send it to me at 

publications@st4wdc.com.au 

Happy Trails - Matt 

Travellers Tales 

mailto:publications@st4wdc.com.au
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Baked Apple Surprise 
(by Wendy Holland via Catherine Panich) 

 
Ingredients:  
• 60g or 2tbls butter or margarine melted  
• 1 beaten egg  
• 1 chopped green apple (we used dehydrated apricot or apple; 

stewed)  
• 1 cup self raising flour  
 
Method: 
Mix and put into a buttered casserole dish or bread tin  
 
Sauce:  
• 1/2 cup brown sugar  
• 1 cup water 
• 1 tbs butter (melted)  

 
Method: 
Mix and pour over pudding mixture  
Sprinkle on cinnamon sugar  
Bake in a preheated camp  oven until cooked i.e. moist but not 
slushy, about 30 minutes depending on the quality of the fire.  
 
 
Happy  travelling ......and eating.  

 Campfire Kitchen   
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As you are probably aware, from 1 June both NSW and the ACT are easing regulations 

relating to COVID 19, and travel and social distancing rules are being relaxed and it will be 

possible to travel for recreation and possible overnight camping.   

This is really good news and the Committee has agreed to recommence Club trips from 

1 June.  Anyone involved in a Club trip will still be expected to operate in accordance with 

recommendations regarding save travel and interaction, and trips will be limited to the 

maximum number of people permitted at a single gathering (not necessarily vehicles).   

As a number of campgrounds and National Parks will remain closed we advise that trips 

will need to be carefully planned and managed. 

If you are planning to attend a Club trip please take all necessary precautions and be safe.  

COVID-19 Update 

COVID -19 
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Many Club members will know Scotty 
Broadhead and his partner Jen, and may also 
know they quit the 9-5 and headed westward 
in search of adventure in early March.  For 
those who have not been following their 
Instagram and Facebook posts, here is a little 
taste of the adventure so far. 

Hi Family, Friends and Followers, the start of 
our big lap has begun (finally). Day 1 
Barwon Heads - scored the best campsite in 
the caravan park. Jen was very happy to find 
out this was the site for the show Sea Change. 
Can't wait to take you all on our journey - 
stay tuned.  

Day 4 - 12 Apostles and the Shipwreck 
Coast. Overcast start to the day and headed 
to Loch Ard Gorge hoping the clouds would 
clear. Got a few glimpses of the sun and 
moved onto 12 Apostles where the sun came 
out in all its glory. Also checked out The 
Arch, London Bridge and The Grotto. Off 
then to Warrnambool (no toilet paper), Port 
Fairy and Portland and arrived at Mt 
Gambier. Need to meet Daz tomorrow at 
Beachport so making up time. Great little 
camp kitchen at Pine Country Caravan Park - 
recommend.  

Day 9. Fowlers Bay to Madura Lookout. Love 
Fowlers Bay, so sad to be leaving it again but 
must head West to see new sights. Had the 
obligatory photo with my beach sign just outside 
of Fowlers Bay. Nullarbor Plain treeless (big 
thing) was a breeze and stopped at the lookouts 
to admire the Great Australian Bight on the way 
to the SA/WA border. Another big thing, Big 
Kangaroo with Vegemite Jar at Border Village - 
woo hoo. Crossed into WA and at the quarantine 
station had to hand in our Capilano honey  . 
Stopped at Eucla to look at the Old Telegraph 
Station with the March flies. Finally we set up 
our first free camp at Madura Lookout - I know 

Trip Report 

Around Mini Australia - Scotty and Jen  
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we have been living it up with showers and toilets for the past 8 days - time to get real. 
Nice night except for the family that rocked in late and got out their generator to quell the 
silence the other 5 camp sites were enjoying.  

Days 18 to 26. Bunbury. 28th March to 4th April 
2020. Getting to know our way around our new - 
hopefully temporary - home town and surrounds. 
Beach is 2 mins walk away that we are supposed 
to be able to see bottlenose dolphins, haven't 
seen any there but have seen dolphins just out of 
town in "The Cut". River is 2 min walk away 
and nice and peaceful. City is 10 mins walk and 
Main Beach is 15 mins walk. As you should be 
able to tell we have been doing a lot of walking/
exercise. We have also walked the Busselton 
Jetty at 1.8km long as we were down there to 
pick some items up from Click and Collect 
Kmart. Settling into a more relaxing lifestyle for 
a while.  

29-30 April 2020. Lockdown relaxed in WA 
and camping is allowed again so took 
advantage with an overnight camping trip 
with a few new friends from the caravan park. 
Off to Yeagerup Dunes via the Gloucester 
Tree (Scotty made it up 7 steps) and Dave 
Evans Bicentennial Tree. Nathan and 
daughter Sophie 'who is 7' climbed the 65 
metres to the top and put Scotty to shame. 
This is the highest treetop lookout in the 
world. Off to the dunes and all let tyres down 
to 16psi and this was not low enough for the 
very frustrating mud terrain tyres that I am 
running. Down to 10 psi and managed to 
climb the first dune. 20 mins later rolled the front left tyre off the bead for the second time 
this trip. Grrrr. Quickly fixed and all headed down the dunes to the beach where the Warren 
River meets the Southern Ocean. Too windy to camp there and the Ranger told us no fires 
on the beach so headed back up the dunes to Yeagerup Lake for the night. Another 
interesting drive for all as the tracks are very rough and challenging. 2 of us had a few goes 
at getting past the last dune and eventually all made it, well Scotty decided to get snatched 
the last 10 metres all whilst cursing the muddies. Great night camping, maybe a few too 
many around the fire for some, but it's been a while between campfires. In the morning 
attempted to go and climb Callcup Hill but didn't make it more than 20 mins and tyre rolled 
off the bead again. Going to throw these tyres away and get something that works better on 

Trip Report 

Around Mini Australia - Scotty and Jen  
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sand. We will be back for another attempt 
soon. Thanks Tim, Monica, Nathan, Kay, 
Sophie and Maddy for a great time.  

Wyadup Bro. Now officially lost track of 
time. Think it may be Sunday 10th May 
2020. Started the day heading to Canal 
Rocks via short pitstop at Barnyard 
Winery (gotta stop when you see a 
camel). The weather has been superb for 
the past 2 days. The Canal Rocks are 
pretty spectacular and nice and relaxing 
watching the waves crash through. Then 
off to Injidup Natural Spa Wyadup 
Yallingup. Wanted to spend the day here 

as the rock pools are so clear and colours amazing. Popped into Injidup Beach which we 
thought was the best beach since Lucky Bay. We watched a fisho catch a decent size 
Salmon off the beach. Gracetown was calling so went and checked it out. The staircase 
photo is from a beach there. Gunna say it again WA beaches have the best stairs. On way 
home checked out Cowaramup (home of many cow sculptures). Great day out and about.  

Tues 26th May. Stayed in York which is WA's oldest inland town. Many beautifully 
restored buildings still exist in town and we were lucky to see inside some especially since 
covid restrictions has been relaxed a little. Not everything is open yet so need to go back 
and check out the car museum and lolly shop. One highlight was the Sock Factory. We got 
to see how they make socks and the machinery used is pretty high tech nowadays. Yep 
bought a pair of socks. Had a go on the swinging bridge (not as scary as first thought). 
Moseyed over to Northam and then to Toodyay. This township used to be called Newcastle 
but changed its name to save confusion with Newcastle NSW. The old gaol and police 
stables and bridge are still called Newcastle. Brilliant little town with some fantastic fence 
stonework and gates on the old presbytery. Stopped into Gingin next and found a 
waterwheel, serene dam and a walk along the 
brook in memorial to Jim Gordon VC. What a 
find!! So pleased someone had to go to the 
toilet here otherwise would not have stopped. 
Off to the Gravity and Observatory Centre but 
arrived too late to do it justice so added to the 
'to do list' for next time. Arrived at Ledge 
Point for next 2 nights.  

Sun 31st May. Surfers and Kalbarri Gorges. 
Started the morning with a drive to the local 
surf beach James Corner with coffee in hand 
to see if any dolphins were dropping in. Nope, 
not today, just lots of surfers riding the waves. 
Off to Kalbarri NP and started at Hawks Head 

Trip Report 

Around Mini Australia - Scotty and Jen  
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walk then Ross Graham Walk were we 
wandered down to the Murchison 
River. Next to Z-bend lookout - wow. 
Nature's Window was next and had to 
queue up to get a photo. Long weekend 
traffic in Kalbarri lots of tourists out 
and about. The new Skywalk is due to 
open next week as they are waiting for 
a politician to cut the ribbon. Best view 
of the Skywalk is from the male toilets. 
Back in time for Sunset at Chinamans 
Beach.  

 

Mon 1st June. Stromatolites at Hamlin 
Pool. Who would have thought we 
would have seen half the world's 
Stromatolites and Thrombolites in the 
past few weeks. Jen is in heaven now 
she has been to Shell Beach. Now she 
might stop talking about shells, doubt 
it. Off to Monkey Mia for the night to 
see some dolphins. Saw one on Sunset 
swimming up the beach fishing. Magic 
sunset last night. Also emu's roam the 
camp grounds and a cat was running 
around the place. 

  
 

This was just a small taste of the of 
marvellous scenery Scotty and Jen 
have been experiencing.    

If you would like to see and read 
more you can follow them on their 
Instagram and their Facebook pages 
#aroundminiaustralia 

I’m certainly going to add this trip to 
my bucket list!.  

Trip Report 

Around Mini Australia - Scotty and Jen  
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Our Club Sponsors 

These companies support our Club in various ways including annual sponsorship.  We really 
appreciate their support and encourage members to support them in return.    

If you’re in the market for services, gear or accessories mention that you’re a ST4WDC member 
when visiting them.  Some offer member discounts but all give great advice and service.  

You will be supporting local businesses who support your Club and four wheel driving. 

Mark and Nicole Roberts have been Battery World Franchisees since 
2004.  Apart from selling a huge range of batteries they also 
specialise in auto electrical service, dual battery systems, solar 
installations, plus camper trailer, and van setups. 

They will also come to you and test fit a new battery to get you on 
your way ASAP.  Their off-site assistance is available 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week and their team have all the equipment they need 
to check or fit a battery of complete a jump start.  Call (02) 6282 
9884 to have one of their experts come to you! 

Find them at:  
95 Grenville Court, Phillip ACT 
(02) 6282 9884  

The folks at Monaro Off Road Centre have been long time 
supporters and members of our club, and look after the vehicles of 
many of our members. 

Michael and Rod can look after you with all vehicle servicing, 
repairs, pre-purchase inspections, trip preparation, new car warranty 
servicing, and a free courtesy car on request.  They can supply and 
fit accessories from all the well known brands from leading 
manufacturers. 

Find them at: 
25 Stevens Road, Queanbeyan. 

(02) 6297 6006 
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Members should note that many of our fantastic sponsors offer Club 

members a discount on goods purchased from them. Please ask at 

time of purchase and have your membership card handy.   
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Member Article 

Let’s Go Camping - Danny Williams 

We have a very large club that 
has a great diversity of 
membership. And it’s for a great 
diversity of reasons that we all 
came together – some joined just 
to learn a bit about 4WDriving 
so they can safely go off the 
beaten track for a family picnic 
or holiday; some joined for the 
camaraderie a club group offers; 
some joined so that they could 
travel with confidence and safety 
to some of the more far flung 
reaches of this great land that 
they might otherwise never 

travel to; some might have joined to take the soft road in the company of like-minded 
travellers; and some might have joined so they could get together with other high spirited 
individuals in similarly ultra-modified vehicles to see how steep a cliff they can 
successfully get their vehicle to conquer – with or without damage, as for some, damage 
matters little compared to the fun and excitement of doing it the hard way, trying to defeat 
both insurmountable obstacles and gravity. Often, these ‘sub-groups’ within the Club 
don’t travel together much – we all tend to gravitate toward like-minded others, or travel 
with the same bunch again and again, but throughout, there is a common denominator, 
one thing we all have in common … camping.  

Camping is something that often gets only a few scant lines of mention in post-trip 
reporting, but it is often the unsung hero of a good trip away and why we keep coming 
back for more – providing an opportunity to socialise and tell yarns around the campfire, 
and enjoy some of the best of experiences in nature – spending the night out in the 
elements, seeing the  night sky, unspoiled by city light … getting up in the cold of night to 
go and find a tree to squat behind, hoping not to be accosted by a Dingo or Yowie. Well, 
maybe not the latter, but it’s a 
small price to pay. And after 
all, if you didn’t like 
camping, you would probably 
have never joined the Club 
and devoted more and more 
time and effort – and money – 
modifying vehicles and 
upgrading camping gear to 
make that experience all the 
more enjoyable. 

For those who have grown up 
in Australia, camping, more 
often than not, has been an 
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intrinsic and memorable part of 
it. Few Aussie kids would have 
grown up without camping and it 
has formed part of our culture. 
Even today, when you go through 
the supermarket check-out before 
Easter, the cashier will most often 
politely ask, “Are you going 
away this Easter?” And the 
chances are, that person is 
referring to going camping 
somewhere nice, not holidaying 
in a boring motel room 
somewhere. 

Some of my earliest and fondest 
memories of growing up in Melbourne, were those long weekends away camping with my 
mum, dad and older brother, Peter, most often, escaping to the back-blocks of Victoria, 
including the High Country, which we all love so much. In 1963, we even made it all the 
way to Cooktown, and a little beyond, before worsening road conditions (that did say 
‘4WD Only Beyond This Point’ to be fair) forced dad to turn around the 2WD Simca 
sedan in which we were travelling. And it wasn’t for want of trying; mum and dad had the 
habit of spotting gnarly little side roads and turning our 2WD sedan of the day onto them 
just to see where they went. I would never dream of doing the same so poorly equipped 
these days, but we rarely broke down or got stuck. That Queensland trip was my first big 
road adventure – there have been many since.  

Unlike kids growing up today who will have memories of expensive SUVs and 4WDs, 
flashy camper trailers and caravans, tents made of ultra-light, ultra-strong synthetic 
material, and an ever-growing list of sophisticated accoutrements, my camping memories 
are of a much more modest beginning. Many of my generation will have similar 
memories.  

From around age seven or so, 
after my parents got their first car 
in Australia, we would go on 
camping trips in a succession of 
cheap motor cars – we had a very 
small two door Renault, a Morris 
Minor, a Riley (complete with 
running boards - oh how I would 
love to have a car like that 
today), a Standard Cadet, and 
finally, a brand new 1962 Simca 
Aronde sedan (a French built 
motor car for those not familiar 
with the brand). From memory, 
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somewhere along the way, my parents 
traded in two of the smaller cars to fund 
the deposit on a Vauxhall Wyvern sedan 
for my brother’s 18th birthday – unlike 
today, no free lunches though – our 
parents paid the deposit, my brother had 
to pay off the instalments. This 
acquisition was somewhat before 
Peter’s 18th birthday, so until then, the 
family went camping in it with dad 
driving – luxury, it was bigger than 
what we were used to. Unfortunately, 
with my under-age brother at the wheel 
(practicing his driving) and me in the 
front passenger’s seat, the car came a 

cropper on one of our camping trips to Tawonga, when first, we skidded on a muddy 
mountain road and ended up stuck with two wheels hanging over the side – yoiks! – and 
then later the same day, skidded (again) on a muddy road, collected a small gum tree and 
ended in a drainage ditch. The car was damaged this time and needed tow truck recovery. 
We travelled back to Melbourne in a friend’s car while the Vauxhall was repaired at Mt 
Beauty - and that was the end of camping in the ‘big car’. 

By far, the mainstay of our camping trips was done in the Standard Cadet – an extremely 
small car, somewhat similar to small Austins of the day - which most might be more 
familiar with  (they all seemed to be made in the same factory and looked similar back 
then, regardless of badging) – and I am at a loss as to how we did it. A small 948cc motor 
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Member Article 

Let’s Go Camping - Danny Williams 

car with bench seats front and back, and a small - make that very small – boot. Yet 
somehow, we managed to go camping with two adults, my teenage brother and I, and all 
the necessary camping equipment of the day, including a 10ft x 10ft canvas green and 
white tent with heavy and bulky wooden poles; four wood and hessian folding camp 
stretchers (with inflatable Lilo's for mattresses), folding table, stools, camping stove … 
and so on – enough to sustain a family of four at least for a long weekend, sometimes 
longer. I don’t even recall owning a sleeping bag, so it was probably sheets and 
blankets. I have no idea how we fitted it all in – we didn’t have a trailer and I can’t 
specifically recall a roof rack being used on the Cadet – though I do recall the Morris 
Minor having one at some stage – the kind with four sucker feet that sat on the roof and 
a couple of brackets that clamped onto the side rain channels. Importantly, we still had 
room for inner tubes to float down the river, fishing gear for trout fishing, and a .22 for 

hunting rabbits – and shooting the occasional Red Bellied Black snake we encountered 
(back then everyone seemed to try to kill all snakes encountered. One vivid memory I 
do have is of returning to the tent one day to find Farmer Brown’s cows chewing great 
holes in the fly screen that mum had made for the similarly homemade tent annex. It 
was obviously a flavour the cows favoured.  

Ah, memories … 

Jump forward a few years – lots, actually. And a much older Danny has a fully decked-
out Nissan Patrol to get around in, a T-Van parked in the garage all set to go, and a 
choice of five tents, comprising a nylon three–person job, a double dome nylon tent, a 
heavy canvas Freedom tent (with inbuilt annex and requiring only one central pole), and 
two nylon Mimax self-erecting tents of different sizes. We like to say, we have a tent for 
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every occasion – and indeed we do – despite the T-Van, we still go on camping trips from 
time-to-time using a tent suited to the occasion – canvas for long desert trips and nylon for 
frost and snow in the high country – yes snow- we have camped in deep snow near 
Guthega Power Station in the height of winter - it was more fun and not as cold as you 
might imagine.  

But by far, the best piece of camping equipment, and the most enduring in my armoury, is 
my best buddy, Beth. She has a great love of the outdoors and has seen more of Australia 
than most natural born Australians. She is never happier than when heading bush with the 
city in the rear vision mirror. We put it down to Beth’s Native American heritage (the 
blood of four Indian tribes run in her veins) and from the moment she migrated to 
Australia on 31 December 1995 (I phoned ahead and got them to put on a celebratory 
fireworks display centred on the Sydney Harbour Bridge for her arrival – or so I told her), 
we have been hitting the bush. When I came home from work one Friday afternoon, with 
the wind driving the rain sideways, and Beth asked if we could go camping that weekend, I 
knew I was onto a winner. And of course, since then, membership of  a 4WD club has been 
integral to that – it has enabled us to go on some really challenging trips, and safely and 
securely to some really far-away places, with some really great people for company.  

The scenery and the experiences have been great … but then there’s that circle around the 
campfire and the camping that’s topped it all off ... the common denominator for us all.  
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Start Date End Date Activity Type Leader 

16-Jun-20 17-Jun-20 Mid Week Talooge Working Bee  Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

11-Jul-20 12-Jul-20 Christmas in July Social Lynne Donaldson 

11-Jul-20 12-Jul-20 Bendethera Caves Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

19-Aug-20 19-Aug-20 Basic Training 4WD Vehicle Evaluation Training Peter Butterfield 

22-Aug-20 30-Aug-20 Flinders Ranges - An Introduction 2020 Grade 3 Dim Veteri 

22-Aug-20 22-Aug-20 Come & Try Day Grade 2 Matt Maddigan 

29-Aug-20 30-Aug-20 Games Night at Talooge Grade 3 Sue Phillips 

30-Aug-20 05-Sep-20 Innamincka ... and more Grade 3 Alex Szabo 

01-Sep-20 02-Sep-20 Mid Week Talooge Working Bee  Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

09-Sep-20 13-Sep-20 
Consolidated “Safe One” Basic Driver Training At Talooge 
Park 

Training Joe Briguglio 

20-Sep-20 20-Sep-20 Brindabella Ramble Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

30-Sep-20 30-Sep-20 Basic Training 4WD Vehicle Evaluation Training Peter Butterfield 

10-Oct-20 11-Oct-20 Explore The Tracks of Abercrombie River National Park Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

23-Oct-20 25-Oct-20 SNOWvember thermal pool and caves version 2 Grade 3 Darren Miller 

28-Oct-20 01-Nov-20 
Consolidated “Safe One” Basic Driver Training At Talooge 
Park 

Training Joe Briguglio 

08-Nov-20 08-Nov-20 Brindabella Ramble Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

14-Nov-20 20-Nov-20 Vic High Ramble V5 Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

20-Mar-21 26-Mar-21 Vic High Country Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

Trips and Events 

Michael Patrick 

Club trips will recommence from 1 June.  Anyone involved in a Club trip will still be 

expected to operate in accordance with recommendations regarding save travel and 

interaction, and trips will be limited to the maximum number of people permitted at a 

single gathering (not necessarily vehicles).   

 

As a number of campgrounds and National Parks will remain closed we advise that trips 

will need to be carefully planned and managed. 

 

The list below shows trips and events planned prior to the COVID-19 lockdown, and may 

have changed.  

 

If you are planning to attend a Club trip please consult the web site in the first instance, 

and contact the trip leader to verify whether the trip is going ahead or has any additional 

restrictions such as numbers and other requirements.  
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In January when the fires looked like they might hit Talooge some of the 
'combustible treasures' were brought back into Canberra for safekeeping.  Among them 
were editions of the Club Magazine, 'The Southern Trails' (before we changed to the 
electronic newsletter).   

Thanks to Bron and Lynne for collating / sorting them, and Bron for doing an audit, we 
now have a full list of those editions we actually hold, and those that are missing.  While 
we should be able to get copies from the National Library, if any members have copies of 
the missing editions and would be willing to donate them back to the Club to help us 
complete our set it would be much appreciated. 

Some months ago we were donated bound editions from several years by one of our 
members and these have been stored in the clubhouse at Talooge.  It would be nice if we 
could complete the set and have a fully bound archive of the magazine - some make 
interesting reading and are of historical interest to the Club. 

Southern Trails Back Copies  

Missing Editions (Needed) 

1-Jun Nov ’76 – May ‘77 

9 Aug ‘77 

Dec-15 Nov ’77 – Feb ‘78 

33 Aug ‘79 

86 July ‘84 

167 Nov ‘91 

228 June ‘97 

260 May-00 

292 – 293 Apr  – May ‘03 

295 – 297 July – Sept ‘03 

299 – 302 Nov ’03 – Mar ‘04 

326 May ‘06 

366 Dec ‘09 

395 Aug '12 

398 Nov ’12 – Feb ‘13 

417 Aug ‘14 

419-423 Oct ’14 – Mar ‘15 

425 – 428 May – Aug ‘15 

430 – 431 Oct – Nov ‘15 

WAS THERE A FEB ’16 magazine or newsletter? 
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Lisa and her partner, Mark, 
joined the Club in February 
2018, having been 
recommended by friends 
who were members at the 
time.  
 
They arrived into Australia 
in November 2016 having 
moved from the UK, with 
no previous 4wd 
experience.   
 
In fact, the only reason 
they ended up with a 
Landcruiser 100 series in 
the first place was that it 
was attached to a roof top 
tent they wanted to 
purchase!   
 
The rest as they say is 
history.  
 
They are loving 
their land cruiser 
(Barbara), trailer 
(Tom), the 
friendships they 
have made, and the 
places they have 
been able to visit 
thanks to the Club. 
 

 

Meet the Committee 

Club Secretary - Lisa Tatem 
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This article was published in the July 2013 edition of Southern Trails. 

At the last meeting a friend asked what it's like to drive a 4wd with an auto box, and if 
there were any issues to watch out for. Now I'll admit that this has become a bit of a pet 
subject for me since I bought a Patrol with an auto box several years ago. I had owned a 

Falcon with an auto, but never driven an auto in the bush before that. I wasn't especially 
looking for one when I was bought the GQ - it just came  up at the right time and the right 
price.  

To start — what are the advantages of an auto in the bush?  

• Always  in the right  gear (well almost always). 

• Never miss a gear-change. 

• Smooth changes without loss of inertia and forward motion (great on sand).  

• Makes hill starts a breeze. 

• Makes it easier to crawl over rocks and obstacles. 

• Reduces shock loading on other transmission components such as uni-joints and  CV 
joints.  

• Allows left-foot braking - excellent where the going gets a bit technical. 

And the disadvantages?  

• Auto vehicles often have taller gearing which is a disadvantage when descending a 
steep slope (this was a real issue for me with the GQ) 

• Less engine braking. 

• Slightly more brake wear.  

• Slightly higher fuel consumption.    

• Prone to high operating temperatures in tough going.  

• Hard to start with a flat battery.  

For me the biggest issues were the tall gearing and the high operating temperatures. I 

solved the first problem by fitting "rock-crawler" gearing in the transfer case which gave 
an overall 83% reduction in the low range gearing. Now my first gear is another gear 
lower than you'd normally expect low first to be. That also means I run out of top gear 
pretty quick, and often change back to high range where others are content to stay in low. 
It's a nuisance in the desert but great in the mountains. Horses for courses.   

The problem of  high gearbox operating  temperatures was more difficult to solve. Auto 

boxes have a thing called a torque converter (TC) that acts like a clutch. It works like a 
pair of fans immersed in a fluid. The engine drives one fan, and the spinning induces 
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turbulence in the fluid that "encourages" the second fan to spin. In the lower gears the TC 
is always allowing a certain amount of slippage which smooths out the gear changes and 
the on-off throttle variations. But this TC slippage also generates a lot of heat. In top gear 

the TC is able to lock up (eliminate the slippage) after the car reaches a certain speed. For 
the GQ this is about 70km/h, so it only comes into effect on good roads. When the TC is 
locked the auto box runs very cool.  

How do I know the operating temperature? I have an after-market temperature gauge so I 
can monitor the gearbox operating temperature. The gauge reads up to 150 degrees 
Celsius, at which point the expert advice is to stop and let the gearbox cool down or you'll  

damage the gearbox. I have seen the gauge on my gearbox reach this temperature twice  
during relatively easy climbs out of deep valleys, in the lower gears using high range. 
Most cars have a warning light for gearbox  overheating - mine didn't come on when the 
gauge reached 150C. The problem with a warning light is that it only comes on when   
you already have a severe problem, and you might not be able to just pull over and stop.   

A gauge will let you know that a problem is developing, and you can act accordingly.  

Now imagine that easy climb out of a deep valley, in high range, something like the climb 

from Tom Groggin up to Dead Horse Gap near Thredbo.  The car will be spending most 
of the time in 2nd and 3rd gear, and the TC is slipping, and generating large amounts of 
heat. Frequent overheating will cook the automatic transmission fluid (ATF), breaking 
down its ability to properly lubricate and cool the gearbox (sniff the gearbox dipstick to 
check for a burnt smell). Where is all that heat going? How can I get rid of it?  

The GQ (and most other auto vehicles) has a form of external cooler that simply passes a 

length of tubing through the tanks in the normal radiator that cools the engine. The auto 
box pumps the ATF through this tubing, and when the gearbox gets hot it dumps heat into 
the radiator. If your engine radiator has plenty of cooling capacity and  you don't have an  
overheating engine, that might be sufficient. If you've owned a GQ you'll know that they 
can be prone to running hot. With my auto gearbox dumping its excess heat into the  

engine cooling system the problem just got worse.  The second problem (or rather, risk) 
associated with this form of gearbox cooling is that it is possible for the tube carrying the 
ATF through the radiator to corrode or crack, which leads to engine coolant contaminating 
the ATF, which can also damage a gearbox very quickly.    

Part of the solution to the overheating issue is to fit an external cooler with much larger 
cooling capacity, separate from the radiator. I fitted a 30 row cooler about 25cm square in 

size, and plumbed it in without using the tubes that ran through the radiator, to get away 
from the possible contamination issue. If you have a new vehicle still under warranty 
you'll want to plumb the additional cooler in series with the original cooler to avoid 
warranty issues. If you are towing a heavy trailer or a caravan a big external cooler should 
be mandatory.  

For me the other part of the solution was to tackle the heat problem at the source - the 
slipping torque converter. In the GQ the TC will only lock up when in top gear and above 
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about 70km/h. (I'm not sure if this applies to all auto 4WDs.) On the 'net I learned that it 
is possible to install wiring and switches to allow the driver to manually lock the TC in 
2nd and 3rd gear (but not in 1st without further modifications). This was done in such a 

way that the manual lockup is cancelled when the driver applies the brake. Without  this 
the engine would stall when coming to a stop, just like a manual car if you forget to 
depress the clutch (we auto drivers do that occasionally!).  With the TC manually locked 
the gearbox will still change up and down as required, but not as smoothly unless I pay 
careful attention to the throttle, lifting off during the change.  Locking the TC also drops 

the engine speed by a couple of hundred revs, and often gives me a better gear for 
climbing especially when towing the trailer. In practice I use the manual lockup when I'm  
in a situation that doesn't require frequent gear changes and I've manually selected either 
2nd or 3rd gear for that long steady climb. I've often seen the gearbox temperature drop 
20 degrees in about two minutes after engaging the TC lockup. Even  if you don't have a 

TC lockup override switch, keep in mind that with a transfer case you have a wide range 
of gear ratios available to you. If the gearbox is overheating in high range, you might be 
able to swap to low range and run in top gear, which allows the TC to lock up and run 
cooler. For many vehicles low 4th gives an overall gear ratio that sits between 2nd and 

3rd in high range, which might be the ideal gear for that long climb out of that deep  
valley especially if you are heavily loaded or towing. If you can unlock your front hubs 
(or if you have an unlocked centre differential) you can even use this on a sealed road.  

So, to get back to answering my friend's question: yes there are some things to watch out 
for, primarily the overheating problem that can arise if you are towing or climbing steep 
hills in the lower gears. While driving an auto can be very relaxing and carefree, keeping 
your auto healthy requires a little awareness and vigilance. A good aftermarket 

temperature gauge is essential, for without it you won't know if you have a problem until 
it's too late. If you are towing, a good external auto gearbox cooler (the largest you can fit) 
will probably be essential. And if you can fit it and you have the inclination to use it, an 
override switch to let you manually lock up the torque converter in the lower gears will 
give you more control over the behaviour of the gearbox and help avoid overheating.  

We need more of these great articles! This is the Club’s magazine, YOUR magazine. 
Without excellent contributions like this one the magazine becomes uninteresting and 
bland.  

We don't expect an article off everybody for every Southern Trails issue but make it your 
mission to write an article every 12 months or so. It can be about the mods you have 
done on your 4wd, your favourite campsite, tips or tricks you would like to share etc.  

So please help this publication continue to be the fantastic read it is each month! When 
you write your article remember that the deadline for each month is the first Wednesday 
of the month - before the General Meeting.  

Articles and photos should be sent to publications@st4wdc.com.au 

Member Article from the Archives 

4WDing with an Auto - Chris Nicholls 

mailto:publications@st4wdc.com.au


 

Southern Trails June 2020 25 

Tips & Tricks - from the Archive 

Compiled by Greg Taylor 

This article was featured in the July 2013 edition of Southern Trails 

 

Lifting your spare wheel onto the wheel hub  

One thing about 4WDs - they have heavy wheels. When travelling, a part of your essential 

kit would include a shovel - or it should. Mine is a long handled 'plumbers' shovel that 

helps with lots of things including around the camp fire.  A tip passed on to me is to use 

your shovel to lift your spare wheel onto the wheel hub and save your back.        

My shovel has an angled head to the handle so I can roll the wheel onto the shovel head 

resting flat on the ground and simply push down on the handle and the wheel will lift up to 

the wheel hub. If you have shovel with a straight handle you can simply roll the wheel onto 

the shovel head and lift the handle. The shovel then becomes a lever to raise the  wheel to 

the wheel hub. Large branches work using the same method.   

 

Tea bags are excellent fire starters   

One tip or trick that I had read about many years ago was that using tea bags soaked in 

kerosene or turps makes good fire starters. I first tried this after seeing someone else at a 

camp site doing this and remembered reading about it.  Its easy, but you must have dry tea 

bags to start with. So, dry and save your used tea bags and when you  have a supply of them 

put into a suitable container with a screw top lid. I use old plastic peanut butter jars. Then 

add fuel of choice (mine is kero) to one quarter of the container. You may have to screw the 

lid on and invert once or twice so that the fuel soaks into the tea bags.   

When lighting a camp fire just put a few tea bags under your kindling and then light. I have 

used this successfully in the most appalling weather conditions. It also works with wet 

timber - just start small and get the twigs going and gradually add larger and larger pieces. 

Before you know it you will have a great fire that will take your mind off the rain!    

This is another example for long distance / remote  4wdrivers - everything must have at 

least two uses! 
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Hot tips for your battery  

Mark  Roberts from Battery World was our guest speaker at the August 2011 general 

meeting. Mark has since provided the following top 12 tips for looking after your batteries:  

1) Obtain the correct battery for your application.  

2) Make sure under bonnet locations have batteries with the correct chemistry and the 

correct plastic case to cope with heat.  

3) Wet batteries must have fluid level maintained. Top up with  distilled water for best 

results.  

4) Keep battery tops clean and dry to prevent self discharge. Replace any corroded cables 

or terminals immediately.  

5) Deep cycle batteries must be fully charged with a suitable quality charger after use to 

fully complete the charge cycle.  

6) With deep cycle batteries, the bigger the better for the space you have.  

7) Do not think flattening your deep cycle battery is good for it. You will get more cycles 

from your battery if the cycles are shallow - that is, not more than 50% where possible. 

8) Absorbed glass matt (AGM) batteries although being heavier and more expensive than 

wets, tend to be more durable, have a higher cycle life and more available usable amp 

hours.  

9) Stored or unused batteries must be kept above 12.4 volts to prevent sulphation with a 

maintenance or storage charger. 

10) Experience shows that vehicles with a 'parasitic drain' (small ignition key - off 

discharge) due to alarms or immobilisers, have battery problems long term if not driven 

very regularly  or are not connected to a maintenance charger.  

11) When jump starting, the thicker the cables the better to prevent voltage drop.  Connect 

pos (+) to pos (+) first, then the last neg (-) connection must clamp onto a solid engine 

part. This prevents sparks (possible ignition source) at the battery and also helps 

prevent spiking of vehicle electronics.  

12) Deep cycle batteries may be used intermittently to jump start vehicles, although this is 

not their true intended purpose.  
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Through our interaction with the Bredbo Progress 
Association we heard that they were collecting clothing 
and equipment for the Cobargo Bush Fire Relief.  As the 
cold weather approaches, given that there are still a large 
number of families and individuals affected by the fires, 
we thought this was a worthy cause to support.  So on 23 
May a call went out to Club members seeking donations.  
Given that it was short notice, and recognising that a 
large number of our members have been giving 
generously to Fire Relief/Assistance for nearly 6 months 
now, the response was fantastic. 

We received donations of clothing, shampoo, facewash, 
conditioner, footwear, bedding, and gardening equipment, 
and significant cash donations.  Thinking that we would 
use the cash to purchase more items on the list from the 
Salvation Army and thereby benefit two charities at once, 

we headed down to the store in Tuggeranong and were happily surprised when they gave us 
a near 50% discount off their marked prices.  Since we still had some cash left, and a car 
full of clothing and bedding, we decided to head to Big W in Tuggeranong to buy some 
gumboots (as requested) and some more personal cleaning products. 

On a whim, we asked to speak to the Manager to see if they could give us a discount as 

well, and to our surprise again, they generously offered to donate the items we were after.  

We didn’t keep an accurate record, but our estimate is they gave us about $400 worth of 

socks, gumboots, flanno pyjamas, hot water bottles and cosmetics.  Fantastic.  But it still 

left us with some cash to use.  So we stopped in at Bunning and bought some gardening 

equipment which again were on the list of items requested. 

Cobargo Bush Fire Relief 
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Once we had the purchases home and 

stacked with the donations we had 

collected we realised it was not going to 

fit in our truck so we called on Rob and 

Lynne for assistance, and they agreed to 

help us deliver what we had.  Last 

Saturday we loaded up both trucks, 

needing the back seats and the canopies 

to fit everything in, and travelled down 

to Bredbo where we met up with Karen 

Porter (from the Bredbo Progress 

Association) with her ute load, before 

travelling down to Cobargo to make the 

delivery. 

I am sure you all remember the news 

coverage of the fire, but what amazed 

me was the fickle way the fire travelled 

through the town, with one building 

razed to the ground, while the one next 

to it remains mostly untouched.  One 

building adjacent to a burnt out block 

had minor scorch marks on the side, but 

nothing more.  It is either a testament to 

the fire-fighters, or a freak of nature that 

the winds took the fire away before it 

could take hold.  Either way, the efforts 

put in by the firefighter was epic and 

they can’t be thanked or congratulated 

enough.  The number of burnt out 

structures in the surrounding valleys is 

an indication of the devastation caused. 

On arriving at the Show Ground we 

found the Fire Relief Centre and were 

amazed again by what was happening.  

A number of locals have been working 

for months raising and collecting 

donations and have a large shed (about 2 

basketball courts in size) full of items 

that are ready for distribution (they have 

Cobargo Bush Fire Relief 
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been collecting and distributing for 5 

months and are still going).  They are 

operating a collection and distribution 

centre for the whole region, 

coordinating donations as far away as 

Mallacoota in Victoria up towards 

Batemans Bay in NSW.  They 

gratefully received our donations and 

already had a number of families 

earmarked for some of the items 

donated.  Being ‘on-the-ground’ and 

involved in the community they had a 

really good idea of who most needed 

some items and were able to focus 

donations to those most in need. 

While there, we had a chat with a man who was still living in his caravan at the 

showground.  He and his partner had been on holidays in Queensland and had returned late 

the night before the fire, and being too tired to unload had left the car packed to unload in 

the morning.  But the evacuation call came before they could unpack, so they grabbed a few 

personal items and got back in the car and escaped.  Their house was destroyed, and they 

were left with only the few items they had managed to grab, and the clothes they had from 

their holiday.  He seemed to be in good spirits, and has been helping out at the charity 

centre for a number of months, saying that at least they were safe. 

On the flip side, we did hear about a few stories of people 

showing up to the charity and asking for or taking items 

when they had not actually been affected by the fires.  It 

seems that tragedy and disaster brings out the best and the 

worst in people. 

Before coming back home, we took the advice of the 
locals and took a detour up Peak Hill to look at the views.  
Being a clear day it was possible to see Mt Imlay in the 
south (about 120 km away) and Pigeon House Mountain 
in the north (about 130 km away).  On the run out to Peak 
Hill, the number of houses burnt out and the destruction 
of the fires in the bush was staggering.  It really brings 
home the loss, but also showed the resilience of both the 
bush and the Australian community. 

Congratulations to the Bredbo Progress Association for 
their efforts, and to the volunteers coordinating and 

Cobargo Bush Fire Relief 
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managing the Cobargo Fire 
Relief. 

A HUGE thank you to the 

following Club members for 

their donations: 

• Merrilyn McPherson, 

• Joseph Alexander, 

• Jim Anderson, 

• Juli Poole, 

• Peter Reynolds, 

• Francoise Zaalen and Alain 
Arbaut, 

• Matt and Terri Maddigan, 

• Mark Wakelam and Lisa Tatem 

And a BIG thank you to Big W Tuggeranong and the Salvation Army store Tuggeranong 
for their contributions; they were unexpected, generous and most welcome. 

And finally, thank you to Rob and Lynne Donaldson and Bron for their time and assistance 
with collection and delivery. 

 

Cobargo Bush Fire Relief 
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https://4wdnow.com/pages/volunteer-sign-up-with-national-parks  
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Contact: Matt Warmington  0407 562 656  mattwarmo@gmail.com   

Classified Advertisements 

Rated recovery points. 

Suitable for: 

• Patrol GU II-V; 

• Landcruiser 10/100/105 series 

Brand new in box, never fitted.   

$70.00  

Pair of after market side steps 

for GU Patrol. 

More robust than standard, 

but not by any means sliders 

or jacking points. 

Good condition. 

$50.00  

Pair of steel rims and BFG tyres. 

LT265/70R16 

One with 80% tread, one with 20%. 

Six stud pattern suits GU Patrol and 

probably GQ and some Cruisers. 

Nissan standard rims, offset un-

known.   

80% $40.00; 20% $20; both $50  
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2008 TOYOTA LANDCRUISER CAB CHASSIS (DLS 05Y) & TRAYON CAMPER 

Extras on vehicle include: 

Bull bar, winch and side rails. 

Weather shields left & right. 

ARB compressor in toolbox.  

80 Channel Icom CB roof mounted 

NOW ARB roof rack. 

Full width tyre box, 2 tyres & tools. 

Daytime LED running lights. 

5 Mag Rim Highway tyres (continental) 

6 Steel Rim 4WD Cooper Discovery ST 

Bespoke steel tray, rubber tray mat. 

Air conditioning & dual battery system. 

Full length shelf under tray & ladder rack. 

CODAN H F Radio mounted behind seat. 

4 toolboxes under the tray. 

Air bag assist suspension. 

Tow bar 50 mm SQ, lock, pin and bolt. 

Switched LED reverse / work light. 

  

Trayon extras: 

Extra power points & 12-volt outlets. 

Corner bolsters & 2 ARB LED lights. 

Canvas skirt, fly & awning (not in pic-
ture). 

High density foam double mattress. 

Extra new house batteries. 

TRAYON Number 541. 

Contact: David Campbell  0431 574 303  dcam77@netspeed.com.au   

One owner since new. Cost over $125, 000 to assemble. Low Km (under 122,000Km). NSW rego to 12/4/20.  

Price Complete: $88,990 ONO 

Classified Advertisements 
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Kick-Ass 45 Litre Portable car fridge 

For camper trailer or car.  

Hardly used and works well. We used it 
for 3 week trip to Fraser Island and we 
had no issues. Kept food at 4 degrees 
on successive 30 + degree days. 

 

 

Features: 

• wi-fi tech to remotely control and 
monitor temperature. 

• heavy duty protective fridge cover 

• 240V AC power cable 

• 12 Volt DC Anderson plug. 

• Accessory socket panel with dual 
USB socket 2A and 12V cigarette 
socket 15  

The reason for selling is that we want 
to upgrade to a fridge freezer 
combination. 

 

Asking price is $550.00 

 

 

Please email or call: monica.ruibal@anu.edu.au 0413 477 797. 

Classified Advertisements 

mailto:monica.ruibal@anu.edu.au
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70L Evakool Icebox.  

 

In excellent condition, undamaged. Some scuffs. Keeps ice for 6 days even in hot summers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Asking price is $150.00 

 

 

 

 

Please email or call: monica.ruibal@anu.edu.au 0413 477 797. 

Classified Advertisements 

mailto:monica.ruibal@anu.edu.au
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LS2 V8 - Nissan Patrol 1998 WAGON 
Nissan Patrol GU 1998 with a Fully Engineered in ACT 
previously in NSW. Comes with Engineering Report. 
ACT Rego 6 months. Was initially a TB45 now 
converted to a L76 with a 4 Speed Auto. Car has 
~450,000 kms with Engine ~175,000 kms 
--------------------------------- 
LOADS OF EXTRAS!!! 

 Near new BFG AT 33" Tyres 

 Alpine Halo 9 Head unit with Android Auto and 
Apple Carplay 

 Rated Recovery Points 

 ARB Air Lockers - Front and Rear (Twin Locked) 

 ARB Air Compressor under passenger seat 

 ARB Bush Ranger Revo 10k Winch at the front 

 ARB OME Suspension all around with 400kg 
constant load 

 Superior Engineering Coil Tower Bracing 

 Brown Davis Long Range Tanks - Main: 148 Ltr & 
Sub: 80 Ltr 

 Clearview Towing Mirrors 

 Raslarr Rear Bar with Rear Winch (Dominator 
Winch) Single Tyre Holder Twin Jerry Can Holder 

 Raslarr Rocksliders 

 JMAX Snorkel and Airbox 

 Illuminator 9" Spot Lights 

 Rhino Rack with Stedi Lights all around (2 x Lights 
Bars, 2 x Work Lights on left & right and 2 x Work 
Lights facing backwards) 

 Rhino rack and lights are controlled both from the 
front and the rear and the roof racks can be removed 
just disconnecting the plug. 

 Overhead Console with Uniden UH9080 

 Kickass Dual Battery with Kickass DCDC Charger 
in the Rear 

 Flexible Solar Panel 

 Cargo Barrier 

 Titan Rear Draws (annoying latch is fixed) 

 Full Road Legal Tint 

Feel free to ask any questions.  Open to offers within 
reason 

 

Asking $32,500  

Contact Chris: cculloden@gmail.com 0431 636 405 

Classified Advertisements 

mailto:cculloden@gmail.com
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Polo Shirts: $38.00 

Chambery Shirts: $45.00 

Jackets $110.00 

Hoodies: $45.00 

Rugby Tops: $50.00 

Caps: $15.00 

Bucket Hats: $15.00 

Beanies:  $20.00 

Name Badges:  $10.00 

Club Clothing 

Club clothing is available at Club Meetings,  

or contact George Douglas at general3@st4wdc.com.au 

The Clothing Store 


