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The following local companies support our Club in various ways including by annually sponsor-

ing the Club. As a Club we really appreciate their support, and we recommend that our mem-

bers support these businesses.  

As well as receiving discounts and great advice and service you will be supporting local busi-

nesses who support your Club and four wheel driving in general. 
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Members should note that many of our fantastic sponsors offer Club members a discount 

on goods purchased from them. Please ask at time of purchase and have your 

membership card handy.   
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And it goes on.  Hail, more floods and now some deadly virus that causes a need to hoard 

toilet paper.  I’ve watched the news, I’ve listened to the news, and I’ve read the news.  I 

still don’t understand how flu-like symptoms make your bottom run.  But then again, I’m 

not an expert, and obviously those who have rushed to the store must know something I 

don’t. 

Down to club business.  Talooge survived the bushfires, but it was a fairly close call.  The 

fire came in from the west as far as Calabash fire trail before the southerlies came up and 

turned it northward around the top of home paddock and the shed complex.  It was a lucky 

break for us as we escaped damage, but still bad for our northern neighbours.  I think there 

are some photos later in the newsletter.  It did mean that Rayners and Strike-A-Light fire 

trails received a grading from the RFS. 

Then the floods came and absolutely smashed Strike-A-Light creek around the property.  

Both ARB and Horse Paddock crossings were totalled.  At the muster on the weekend of 

the 22 Feb ARB crossing was near impassable and required winching to cross, and then a 

full day on the shovels and collecting rocks to rebuild the entry and exits.  Thanks to all 

those who attended and assisted in getting the property ready for Driver Training the 

following weekend.  And a big thanks to our neighbours who are generously assisting with 

(limited) access while we attempt to resolve the situation. 

The camera at Talooge provided some footage of the fire crews clearing up Strike-A-Light 

and Rayners, and also captured some of the wildlife that inhabits our property; goats, 

wombats, deer, kangaroos, a pig and a dog.  Interesting mix, with goats definitely being the 

main inhabitants. 

The driver training was a success (as normal) thanks to Joe and the DTU, with 10 more 

members now trained ready for trips.  There was a good sing-a-long around the campfire 

on Saturday night as one of the students and one of the trainers pulled out their guitars and 

reminisced about the 80s.  They even managed to get others to participate with additional 

vocals, and while they were enthusiastic they could not encourage the wild dog to join in.  

I suspect he was hiding somewhere deep in the hills. 

Volunteer work continues with the local community to assist with recovery from the fires.  

We still have members participating in Braidwood BlazeAid and assisting with the initial 

planning of the Bredbo camp which is now up and running and looking for volunteers – 

we have a trip listed for members to head down and assist for a while, so if you have the 

time, please get out and help.  Thanks to Dave and Helen Sutton and Peter Butterfield who 

attended the meeting to provide information and to determine what we as a club can do to 

assist – now it is just up to us to get out there and help.  There have been a number of 

midweek and one weekend trips to conduct food drops for Wildcare and to provide clean-

President’s Report  

Andy Squire 
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up assistance in the Bungendore/Braidwood area and around Michelago and Bumbalong.  

We also donated Gift Vouchers from the Bredbo Pizzeria and the Bredbo Pub to the Bredbo 

Progress Association to raffle at their recent Charity Disco. 

The 4 Wheel Drive Spectacular is yet to conduct their wash-up meeting, scheduled for 9 

May 2020.  Until all the bills are paid (both in and out) we won’t know the final figures or 

numbers that attended the show, so hopefully more on that later. 

Lynne Donaldson (Vice President) and I attended the 4WD Association (4WD Now) 

meeting at Illawarra Yacht Club on 15 February.  The Association is actively engaging with 

NSW Government and the NPWS following the fires and advocating access for 4WD 

Clubs into gated areas to provide track maintenance and survey/reporting services, and to 

provide assistance with the clean-up after the fires.  The NSW Association has amended its 

Constitution to allow registered clubs from interstate to join and now has a number of 

member clubs from Queensland with more seeking to join.  Providing that the Association 

can maintain focus and services for its NSW/ACT members this may be a good thing. 

At the meeting Lynne and I spoke to the President of the Association regarding their 

operation in the southern areas and the current perception that their focus is on the northern 

and Sydney region.  As we are in the Monaro Region and the regional council is not active 

we agreed to look at how we can be more proactive and provide more feedback/interaction 

with the Association to get them working for us.  The first start will be to get the Monaro 

Region up and running again with the participation of the other clubs in our area.  As a first 

step Glen Watts has agreed to approach the other clubs to facilitate a meeting and 

interaction to determine their interest in participating in the Monaro Region and to work 

with the NPWS locally.  Hopefully there will be more to report once contact has been 

made. 

Congratulations to Stephen and Melinda Roughsedge for joining at the 4WD Spectacular 

and winning the Lucky Member Draw.  Their prize was free membership for the first year. 

Don’t forget, the Club’s Annual general meeting is on this Tuesday 10 March at the Deakin 

Soccer club – hope to see you all there.  Thank you to all the Committee Members for their 

efforts over the last 12 months. 

I guess that’s about it for this month, so I’ll sign off.  Oh, can anybody spare a few sheets? 

I can feel a fever coming on. 
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Trips and Events - Michael Patrick 

Start Date End Date Activity Type Leader 

07-Mar-20 15-Mar-20 Balloon Spectacular, Canberra Event Catherine Panich 

07-Mar-20 09-Mar-20 Tilba take 2 Grade 3 Rob Phillips 

07-Mar-20 07-Mar-20 Wildcare Feed Drops Michelago Grade 3 Jim Anderson 

08-Mar-20 08-Mar-20 Brindabella Ramble Grade 3 Ellen McGuinness 

12-Mar-20 12-Mar-20 Wildcare Landtasia Feed Drop Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

12-Mar-20 12-Mar-20 Pine Wildings Brindabellas  Grade 3 MP/GW 

14-Mar-20 14-Mar-20 Picnic at the Cotter Social Lynne Donaldson 

18-Mar-20 19-Mar-20 Mid Week Talooge Working Bee  Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

19-Mar-20 19-Mar-20 Wildcare Feed Drops Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

21-Mar-20 21-Mar-20 The long broken powerline Grade 3 Darren Miller 

26-Mar-20 26-Mar-20 Wildcare Feed Drops Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

30-Mar-20 03-Apr-20 Blazeaid Bredbo Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

02-Apr-20 02-Apr-20 Wildcare Feed Drops Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

04-Apr-20 04-Apr-20 Cotter Night Drive Grade 3 Darren Miller 

08-Apr-20 08-Apr-20 Basic Training 4WD Vehicle Evaluation Training Peter Butterfield 

09-Apr-20 09-Apr-20 Wildcare Feed Drops Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

10-Apr-20 13-Apr-20 Mungo National Park Grade 3 Matt Maddigan 

14-Mar-20 14-Mar-20 Picnic at the Cotter Social Lynne Donaldson 

16-Apr-20 16-Apr-20 Wildcare Feed Drops Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

18-Apr-20 19-Apr-20 Supercrawl 2020 rnd 1 @ The rock farm Cooma  Grade 1 Darren Miller 

18-Apr-20 19-Apr-20 Monga National Park Grade 3 Sue Phillips 

23-Apr-20 23-Apr-20 Wildcare Feed Drops Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

29-Apr-20 03-May-20 
Consolidated “Safe One” Basic Driver Training At Talooge 

Park Training Joe Briguglio 

30-Apr-20 30-Apr-20 Wildcare Feed Drops Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

09-May-20 10-May-20 Brindabella Lowells flat campground  Grade 3 Darren Miller 

10-May-20 10-May-20 Brindabella Ramble Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

15-May-20 16-May-20 Basic Winching and Recovery Course Training Joe Briguglio 

16-Jun-20 17-Jun-20 Mid Week Talooge Working Bee  Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

11-Jul-20 12-Jul-20 Christmas in July Social Lynne Donaldson 

11-Jul-20 12-Jul-20 Bendethra Caves Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

19-Aug-20 19-Aug-20 Basic Training 4WD Vehicle Evaluation Training Peter Butterfield 

22-Aug-20 30-Aug-20 Flinders Ranges - An Introduction 2020 Grade 3 Dim Veteri 

22-Aug-20 22-Aug-20 Come & Try Day Grade 2 Matt Maddigan 

29-Aug-20 30-Aug-20 Games Night at Talooge Grade 3 Sue Phillips 

30-Aug-20 05-Sep-20 Innamincka ... and more Grade 3 Alex Szabo 

01-Sep-20 02-Sep-20 Mid Week Talooge Working Bee  Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

09-Sep-20 13-Sep-20 
Consolidated “Safe One” Basic Driver Training At Talooge 

Park Training Joe Briguglio 

20-Sep-20 20-Sep-20 Brindabella Ramble Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

30-Sep-20 30-Sep-20 Basic Training 4WD Vehicle Evaluation Training Peter Butterfield 

10-Oct-20 11-Oct-20 Explore The Tracks of Abercrombie River National Park Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

23-Oct-20 25-Oct-20 SNOWvember thermal pool and caves version 2 Grade 3 Darren Miller 

28-Oct-20 01-Nov-20 
Consolidated “Safe One” Basic Driver Training At Talooge 

Park Training Joe Briguglio 

08-Nov-20 08-Nov-20 Brindabella Ramble Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

14-Nov-20 20-Nov-20 Vic High Ramble V5 Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

20-Mar-21 26-Mar-21 Vic High Country Grade 3 Michael Patrick 



 8 

Track Clearing Brindabella NP 

NSW Parks Assistance 

On Thursday 13th Feb I received a call from NSW National Parks, Sarah the Ranger was 

in need of assistance from ST4WD club to assist with clearing and re assessing the tracks 

throughout the Brindabella NP.   

The brief was  

Brindabella National Park was closed due to staffing priorities being focused on fire 

suppression over summer, during this time the park had received numerous thunder 

storm and windy events and some trails have been blocked. Feedback from the re-

serve is that there are numerous trees / fallen debris over the trails and campground 

maintenance work needs to be completed before the park can reopen. This weekend 

15th and 16th February NPWS staff will start working on getting the trails and 

campgrounds ready so that we can reopen the reserve – hopefully next week. 

Requirements  

1. - We have asked for up to (but not more than) 10 vehicles, which could be split into 2 

or 3 groups depending on how many come out. Glen to email out to local club members 

today  

2. - Glen would be the trip leader for the club and would nominate further trip leaders 

for further groups  

3. - Certified chainsaw operators would be part of each group, and they have the neces-

sary PPE.   

4. - Plan is for ST4WDC to meet a NPWS (Rob or Libby) at Uriarra station at 0930 Sun-

day 16/2 for the day’s plan and briefing. 

5. - Volunteers need to be self-sufficient for the day with food and drinks  

 

With short notice and saying no problems to Sarah the Club will have volunteers ready, a 

quick call was put out to Andy to confirm an email and trip out in readiness for Sunday. I 

was pleased that by Friday night we had a confirmed convoy of 9 vehicles. 

During the next two days Canberra received a mere sum of around 80mm of rain with over 

50mm fall Saturday night, waiting with bated breath I received a call 8.00am Sunday con-

firming all was good to go from NPs. 
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9.30am we met with NPs Rob who took us through a quick briefing where we broke into 

three separate teams, team 1 (Glen & Neil, Matt, and Rob) who would be covering two 

Sticks, the power lines trail to Webs and then Webs and Dingi Dingi, team 2 (Michael, Jim 

& Dim & Chris) Gentle Anni to meet up with the NPs team at Flea Creel camping area, 

Webs ridge and down Waterfall to McIntyre’s Hut. Team 3 (Brad, Matt and Paul) to travel 

with Rob NP covering Mt Coree Track then to Baldy Range and Webb’s Ridge to Bells 

Camp Track. The aim was to cover and clear as many as the tracks as possible returning 

back for a debrief by 3.30pm. 

Prior to heading off we discussed the JSA for the day and were given park radios for any 

emergency that arose and Neil Ellison from the club gave a quick brief around chainsaw 

safety. 

 

Glen Team; 

My group had a great day clearing the some of around 20 plus trees/debris off the tracks 

utilizing the winches on two occasions. The first pulling a large tree portion back in and 

against a bank and the second with pulling a hang over tree to the ground safely where it 

could then be sawn up for removal. Having Neil and Matt in the group was great as they 

made short work of a lot of the cutting releasing Rob and I to clear and not having to done 

on our Chaps. 

 

Below comments from the other groups 

 

Michaels team; 

Dim 

Thanks for doing the organising, it was a great way to help out and to make value link with 

NP. 

The NP guys with us were fantastic. Both were very friendly and very knowledgeable. We 

actually learnt heaps about the work they do and unfortunately the idiots they need to deal 

with. You can see why they learn to dislike people in 4wds 

Jim 

Yep and good people too – can’t believe that there is only eight on the ground staff to 

maintain the massive area they are responsible for (excluding rangers). They also indicated 

that there is a need to have responsible 4ed’ers to use and maintain tracks 

Michael 

They definitely tested us and made sure we were competent and once they were happy we 

knew what we were doing they allowed us to leap frog them. This was a great experience 
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and the feeling of  wellbeing in being able to assist NPWS. 

Looking forward to assisting in the future. 

Brads team; 

Matt Warmington - Brad, Paul and I went with Rob from NPs or better know as (Bourkey) 

up to check Mt Coree Track then to Baldy Range and Webb’s Ridge to Bells Camp Track 

and back. We cleared about a dozen trees and learned some interesting facts from Bourkey 

about Corroboree Frogs (they talk back to you), how the canopy minimises fuel and fire 

risk, and got a great view from Baldy Range lookout. All in all an exhausting but enjoyable 

day.  

In all we had a great day in the park with hardly any one else seen on the tracks, dust was 

at a minimum due to the previous days rain and all nominated tracks except for the bottom 

end of Waterfall and McIntyre’s huts covered. This was a real positive exercise and a great 

relationship building exercise for the Club and NSW NPs. Allowing us to assist and clear 

tracks using club certified chainsaw operators was a big move forward and hopefully the 

weekend will cement a greater relationship allowing us to assist with further track clearing 

moving forward. 

 

Glen Watts 
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Since the 30th of January ST4WDC teams have carried out 51 Wildcare sponsored feed 
drops to Landtasia and the Mulloon area. We expect to be carrying out more feed drops in 
these areas for some time to come. When we first started the ground was barren and badly 
burnt, the animals were starving and there was a noticeable lack of birdlife. The birdseed 
was not being consumed at all. After the first run the Skippy's new what was happening 
and would follow us in to the feed drops. Then we noticed that the birdseed was being 
consumed and we could hear and see the birds. A basic drop would entail one bale of hay 
two buckets of feed pellets one bucket of birdseed. Some fresh vegetables ie carrots, sweet 
potatoes. It has given us a great sense of satisfaction in being able to assist in helping the 
Australian wildlife after the disasters that have occurred. I would like to thank the 
volunteers who have been donating their time to distribute the feed.  

Chris Nicholls 

Julie Nicholls 

Jim Anderson 

Alex Noon 

Jane Coffee 

Tinia Patrick 

Bronwyn Squire 

Ian McNaught 

Marion McNaught 

Georgina Karo 

Rob Calvert 

Currently we are running a register of Volunteers, if you have not registered and want to 
register email Michael Patrick trips@st4wdc.com.au with your name best phone number 
and email address if you can do midweekers or weekends. (it is better if I have your home 
email address as some requests for assistance come in a short notice on the weekends). 
Please also state if you have the capacity to carry feed. Ie Ute, tray back, trailer etc. 

Currently we are running teams of two or three vehicles each. Each team carry one 
chainsaw as burnt trees are still coming down. 

 

Michael Patrick 

 

Wildcare Feed Drops 
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Barclays Assistance 

On the 18th of February I received a call from Wildcare asking if we could supply 

assistance to a landowner out near Warri who had received fire damage and then flood 

damage and had fences washed away and trees fallen on his rear track. With the assistance 

of Rob Calvert we attended his property on the 19th February to see what help we could 

provide. After talking to the landowner Rob and myself managed to roll up a severely 

flattened fence and clear one tree. The following week we attended the property and 

commenced clearing some very large burnt fallen trees on his track. We will be returning 

on the 11th of March to clear the last of the trees. I wish to thank the members who 

attended. 

Rob Calvert 

Chris Nicholls 

Jim Anderson 

George Douglas 
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Invitation 

To 

ST4WDC Club Members 

VIP Night 

 

 

 

 

 

15% off any ARB cash and Carry items and 

10% off deposited orders  

Friday 13th March 

18:00 to 20:00 
188-190 Gladstone St, Fyshwick ACT 2609  
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ARB Specials 
Club Sponsor ARB is having a sale on selected items that will interest 

members. Get in early and buy them for yourself, while they are on special, 

or stock up for your favourite person’s birthday or Christmas gift. 

Save $19 on Defla-

tors  

Now $50 

Save $19 on Soft 

Shackles  

Now $40 

Save $14 on Tyre 

Repair Kit  

Now $35 

All Hats now $15 
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https://www.batteryworld.com.au/27-LX-MF 

https://www.batteryworld.com.au/27-LX-MF
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Fires Near Talooge 
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Lids For Kids 

Southern Tablelands Four Wheel Drive Club is supporting Lids for Kids. We would like you to get behind 

us and save your bottle lids and bread tags to support this great cause. We are collecting the lids/ bread tags 
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https://4wdnow.com/pages/volunteer-sign-up-with-national-parks  
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CLUB BANK DETAILS 

Bank:    Bank Australia 

Account Name:   ST4WDC 

BSB Number:  313 140 

Account Number: 1213 0617 

Members should use these account details in all 
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2008 TOYOTA LANDCRUISER 

Extras on vehicle include: 
Bull bar, winch and side rails. 

Weather shields left & right. 

ARB compressor in toolbox.  

80 Channel Icom CB roof mounted 

NOW ARB roof rack. 

Full width tyre box, 2 tyres & tools. 

Daytime LED running lights. 

5 Mag Rim Highway tyres (continental) 

6 Steel Rim 4WD Coper Discovery ST 

Bespoke steel tray, rubber tray mat. 

Air conditioning & dual battery system. 

Full length shelf under tray & ladder rack. 

CODAN H F Radio mounted behind seat. 

4 toolboxes under the tray. 

Air bag assist suspension. 

Tow bar 50 mm SQ, lock, pin and bolt. 

Switched LED reverse / work light. 

  
Trayon extras: 

Extra power points & 12-volt outlets. 

Corner bolsters & 2 ARB LED lights. 

Canvas skirt, fly & awning (not in pic-

ture). 

High density foam double mattress. 

Extra new house batteries. 

TRAYON Number 541. 

Contact: David Campbell  0431 574 303  dcam77@netspeed.com.au 

One owner since new. Cost over $125, 000 to assemble.  

Low Km (under 122,000Km). NSW rego to 12/4/20. 

Price Complete: $88,990 ONO 
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2 x Led lights with clips for poles - $5 

Contact John 0408 204 410. 

1 x Spare tyre and Rim for Triton 

LT245/75R16 with K02 tyre - $20 

 

Contact John 0408 204 410.  

5 x Mazda tyre and rims - $100 for 

the lot 

 

Contact John 0408 204 410. 
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Gas stove (3 burner) and stand $20.00 

 

Contact John 0408 204 410.  

Turfor - $30 

 

Contact John 0408 204 410.  
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Towing mirrors $5.00 

Contact John 0408 204 410.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fridge slide to suit 40Lt fridge $30 

Contact John 0408 204 410.  
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Polo Shirts  $38.00 

Chambery Shirts $45.00 

Jackets    $110.00 

Hoodies  $45.00 

Rugby Tops  $50.00 

Caps   $15.00 

Bucket Hats  $15.00 

Beanies   $20.00 

Name Badges  $10.00 

Club Clothing 


