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The following local companies support our Club in various ways including by annually sponsor-

ing the Club. As a Club we really appreciate their support, and we recommend that our mem-

bers support these businesses.  

As well as receiving discounts and great advice and service you will be supporting local busi-

nesses who support your Club and four wheel driving in general. 
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Members should note that many of our fantastic sponsors offer Club members a discount 

on goods purchased from them. Please ask at time of purchase and have your 

membership card handy.   
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Australia.  You gotta love it or you wouldn’t live here.  Drought, rivers running dry, towns 

with less than 2 weeks water left, bushfire, floods, cyclones.  All in the one week.  But we 

seem to be a resilient lot and there is always someone to lend a helping hand when the 

disasters strike.  And it is good to see our club getting behind a number of relief projects 

and helping in the community.  At the last club meeting we were able to raise over $500 

which went into our Donations account and we have been able to continue to provide 

support to those affected in various ways: 

• We supplied the meat and bread rolls for the Braidwood BlazeAid Australia Day lunch 

which was much appreciated. 

• We have run a number of trips out to Braidwood just to have a coffee and support the 

town. 

• Around Town Plumbing and Reece Phillip donated materials and their time to make a 

number of animal watering stations which were delivered out to the bush and installed 

by club members, along with a 1000 litre portable water tank that was donated by the 

club. 

• A caravan donated by some non-club members as emergency accommodation for a 

family who lost their home in Moruya in the fires was delivered by a couple of club 

members. 

• We are continuing to work with WildCare.  

• A couple of members are assisting with regular food drops for native animals affected 

by the drought and bushfires 

Plans are progressing to work with various organisations in our region to provide ‘boots on 

the ground’ to assist with clean-up once the fires are under control and it is safe to do so.  

Our focus will be around Bredbo, Jerangle and Peak View. As I am writing this I am 

watching the rain out the window so hopefully it provides some much needed relief to the 

fire fighters.  If anyone is willing to take on the role of coordinator for our support 

activities it would be greatly appreciated – we need to ensure that we remain focused and 

that the efforts are coordinated.  We have already discovered a number of activities 

underway with the same organisations being run by different members and it would be 

nice if this was coordinated to ensure maximum return for effort. 

I suspect a few of you are wondering about Talooge and if it survived.  Because of the 

location of the property and the terrain, and the somewhat unpredictable nature of the fires 

we haven’t been able to get out and inspect, but discussions with both the Bredbo and 

Jerangle RFS indicate that there may have been a couple of minor spot fires on the 

property, but that the buildings survived.  (From what I can understand the boundary of the 

two jurisdictions is the Strike-A-Light fire-trail so the property spans them both).  Advice 

is that the fire ran down to Calabash Fire Trail to the west of the property and came no 

President’s Report  

Andy Squire 
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further before burning northwards, so fingers crossed it is now out or under control, and 

with the predicted rain this week the danger has passed.  Hopefully we can provide an 

update in the coming weeks. 

The 4Wheel Drive Spectacular was on last weekend (2 and 3 Feb).  A few exhibitors pulled 

out at the last minute due to fires either burning near their home base or making travel 

difficult.  The seriously hot and dry weather on Saturday seemed to keep people away, and 

it was hard for the exhibitors and volunteers given the heat.  Sunday was a bit cooler and 

the numbers seemed to improve and attendance was up. We won’t know the exact figures 

or outcome until the Spectacular Committee reports back which will be a few weeks.  But, 

as always, the show only ran because of the huge efforts of the Spectacular Committee and 

the Volunteers that make the show happen.  The list is too long to name everyone, but a 

few that require special mention are our members on the Committee, (Brad Wells, Peter 

Czeti and Stuart Watts), our volunteer coordinators (Helen Montesin, Jane Dunlop and Jane 

Watts), Rob and Sue Philips for coordinating the Club Tent, Joe Briguglio for coordinating 

the Displays/Demonstrations, Helen Sutton for cleaning duties (and her hardworking help), 

and Thommo Buttriss for taking on garbage duties (and his ever jovial team).  I have no 

doubt that I have missed some people and I know that there were a lot of club members 

that came out in the heat and the dust to help, taking on extra shifts as others were unable 

to attend at the last minute.  Again, a HUGE thank you to all that helped. 

The NSW/ACT 4 Wheel Drive Association (4WDNow) quarterly meeting is scheduled for 

next weekend (15 Feb) in Wollongong.  We are planning to have delegates at the meeting 

and will provide an update.  The Association had a stand at the Spectacular and it was good 

to see their support for our show.  I took the opportunity to have a chat to the President of 

the Association and it was interesting to hear about some of the work they are currently 

doing with the State Government in regard to keeping tracks open in light of the recent 

bushfires, and how clubs can help maintain the tracks into the future.  One thing they did 

request is information from the clubs regarding what volunteer work we are doing to 

demonstrate to government the support that we currently provide. 

And speaking of meetings, the Club Annual General Meeting is scheduled for 7:30 pm 

Tuesday 10 March at the Deakin Soccer Club.  There should be a notice in this newsletter, 

and an email will be going out to all members soon.  Information should also be going up 

on the website in the next few days.  I have already mentioned this at the last few club 

meetings, and I am going to mention it again.  Bit of bad luck that…  But nominations for 

the Committee are open and we need people to come on board and help run the club.  

There is lots going on, and the club doesn’t run itself.  Please, seriously consider if you can 

offer your time to assist on the committee or even with some of the tasks that need to be 

performed, and nominate. 

OK, enough from me, see you at the meeting.  And remember, if you think you are too 

small to make a difference, try sleeping with a mosquito. 
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Trips and Events - Michael Patrick 

Start Date End Date Activity Type Leader 

12-Feb-20 12-Feb-20 Basic Training 4WD Vehicle Evaluation Training Peter Butterfield 

13-Feb-20 13-Feb-20 Wildcare Landtasia Feed Drop Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

20-Feb-20 20-Feb-20 Wildcare Landtasia Feed Drop Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

26-Feb-20 01-Mar-20 
Consolidated “Safe One” Basic Driver Training At Talooge 

Park 
Training Joe Briguglio 

27-Feb-20 27-Feb-20 Wildcare Landtasia Feed Drop Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

05-Mar-20 05-Mar-20 Wildcare Landtasia Feed Drop Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

07-Mar-20 15-Mar-20 Balloon Spectacular, Canberra Event Catherine Panich 

07-Mar-20 09-Mar-20 Tilba take 2 Grade 3 Rob Phillips 

08-Mar-20 08-Mar-20 Brindabella Ramble Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

12-Mar-20 12-Mar-20 Pine Wildings Brindabellas  Grade 3 MP/GW 

12-Mar-20 12-Mar-20 Wildcare Landtasia Feed Drop Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

14-Mar-20 14-Mar-20 Picnic at the Cotter Social Lynne Donaldson 

21-Mar-20 21-Mar-20 The long broken powerline Grade 3 Darren Miller 

04-Apr-20 04-Apr-20 Cotter Night Drive Grade 3 Darren Miller 

08-Apr-20 08-Apr-20 Basic Training 4WD Vehicle Evaluation Training Peter Butterfield 

10-Apr-20 13-Apr-20 Mungo National Park Grade 3 Matt Maddigan 

10-Apr-20 13-Apr-20 Sheepyard Opal fields and Lightning Ridge Grade 3 Scott Grogan 

18-Apr-20 19-Apr-20 Monga National Park Grade 3 Sue Phillips 

29-Apr-20 03-May-20 
Consolidated “Safe One” Basic Driver Training At Talooge 

Park 
Training Joe Briguglio 

09-May-20 10-May-20 Brindabella Lowells flat campground  Grade 3 Darren Miller 

10-May-20 10-May-20 Brindabella Ramble Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

15-May-20 16-May-20 Basic Winching and Recovery Course Training Joe Briguglio 

11-Jul-20 12-Jul-20 Bendethra Caves Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

11-Jul-20 12-Jul-20 Christmas in July Social Lynne Donaldson 

19-Aug-20 19-Aug-20 Basic Training 4WD Vehicle Evaluation Training Peter Butterfield 

22-Aug-20 30-Aug-20 Flinders Ranges - An Introduction 2020 Grade 3 Dim Veteri 

29-Aug-20 30-Aug-20 Games Night at Talooge Grade 3 Sue Phillips 

30-Aug-20 05-Sep-20 Innamincka ... and more Grade 3 Alex Szabo 

09-Sep-20 13-Sep-20 
Consolidated “Safe One” Basic Driver Training At Talooge 

Park 
Training Joe Briguglio 

20-Sep-20 20-Sep-20 Brindabella Ramble Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

30-Sep-20 30-Sep-20 Basic Training 4WD Vehicle Evaluation Training Peter Butterfield 

10-Oct-20 11-Oct-20 Explore The Tracks of Abercrombie River National Park Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

23-Oct-20 25-Oct-20 SNOWvember thermal pool and caves version 2 Grade 3 Darren Miller 

28-Oct-20 01-Nov-20 
Consolidated “Safe One” Basic Driver Training At Talooge 

Park 
Training Joe Briguglio 

08-Nov-20 08-Nov-20 Brindabella Ramble Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

14-Nov-20 20-Nov-20 Vic High Ramble V5 Grade 3 Michael Patrick 

20-Mar-21 26-Mar-21 Vic High Country Grade 3 Michael Patrick 
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The Vic High Ramble is a club trip run yearly in November which has been created to 

enable experienced and inexperienced club members and vehicles that have not been 

modified to venture onto some of the areas in the High Country. We base camp at the 

Dargo River Inn (being well looked after by our host Marissa) and run day tips out to the 

surrounding bushland. Below are the comments and feelings of the participants. 

What a beautiful place! I’m of a mind to go back with the family and camp by the river. 

Everywhere you look there are photo opportunities, it takes some discipline to stop 

snapping away. The tracks are legendary but not obscenely difficult, memorable examples 

are Billy Goats Bluff; Blue Rag (best views in the High Country); and Conway's (what a 

marvelous vista spread out below you as you descend into the valley). Can’t wait till the 

next trip to explore more of this lovely area.  

Matt Warmington 

What a relaxing and fun week away in the Victorian High Country.  Despite one rainy day 

(where lunch and pool playing at the pub was the order of the day, while others drove into 

Bairnsdale or Lakes Entrance) the weather was superb.  Driving each day was varied, with 

my favourite being the scenic Crooked River, and all drives included the mandatory up, up, 

up and down, down, down, that is typical of the high country.  Our convoy was fantastic 

and a good time was had by all.  I was thrilled that all of the relatively recently trained 

women drivers were equally sharing the driving and their men folk were able to enjoy the 

scenery.  I was delighted that these ladies share my enthusiasm for driving more technical 

tracks.  Thanks to Michael for yet another successful “Vic High Ramble”. 

Bron 

Michael, The caravan park was a great location. Only disappointment was the Inn was  not 

opened from Monday onwards. The trips were great, well lead and the company great. The 

views were something to behold. The only downer was the rain which stopped all trips 

been completed. But the rain was needed.    

Jerry  

What a great trip and way to spend a week. Being based at the Dargo River Inn meant the 

luxury of a set-up camp site and great day trips. We got split into 3 / 4 groups and I was 

with Michael P.  

Day 1 (Sunday) we found Owen Waller Hut. It was the first time these tracks had been 

driven for a while so there were several stops to clear the track. After leaving Owen Waller 

Hut we tried unsuccessfully to get up Friday Spur Track and had to find an alternative 

route out. 

Vic High Ramble Ver 4 
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Day 2 (Monday) we did the Crooked River route. First stop Old Grant town but we 

avoided using the High Plains road to get there instead using the steep and more 

challenging Grady’s Creek road. Michael found the old gold mine and a few of us found 

the end of the mine, about 200 metres in. From there a nice step decent down Bulltown 

Spur track and then a lovely drive with around 28 river crossings. 

Day 3 (Tuesday) was washed out. A trip into Bairnsdale for a nice lunch instead. After the 

rain, the fires were started and an evening around the campfire. 

Day 4 (Wednesday) gave us the challenge of Bill Goat Bluff track and the views from the 

fire look-out at East Pinnacle. The day was followed by a great roast meal at the Dargo 

River Inn. 

Day 5 (Thursday) I swapped groups to join Bron’s group to get to Blue Rag trig point. 

Headed in via Grady’s Creek road, some Crooked River crossings then on to Basalt Knob 

track and then to Blue Rag Ranges track. The views and scenery were fantastic. 

Many thanks to Michael for organising the week and to all trip leaders. Michael and Bron, 

it was great following you around. 

Rob Davidson 

So early on a Saturday morning, loaded up with camper trailer and gear for a week. Fiona 

and I met up with our convoy lead by Michael Patrick to discover that once again, the Jeep 

would be spending time in a convoy with nothing else but Toyota’s. We spent the day 

heading down to the iconic Dargo where we set up camp for the week at the Dargo River 

Inn. 

Day two was Waller’s hut drive where we found the hut but as “Big Red” was unable to 

tackle one of the hills we decided to take the diversion track . 

Day three was Crooked River where we all got to do one or twenty odd river crossings we 

also found the Jewellers Shop Mine amongst others. 

Day four was wet and cold with snow falling to approximately 1500m so we decided to 

take a time out day and were invited to lunch and an afternoon at the pub with a few 

members. 

Day five was another fine day so we headed out on the trails to the iconic Billy Goat track. 

The Little Red Jeep having its only hiccup for the week where it lost all power due to a 

battery terminal bolt shaking loose on the tracks. I quickly found the issue and we were on 

our way again where we made it to the Pinnacles. What a view ! It is well worth the drive! 

Day six was to Wonnangatta Station where we took in some more of the rich history of the 

area. 

 Day seven sadly we had to return home after a much enjoyed week spent both on the 

tracks and time spent with fellow club members/ friends. A big thanks to Michael Patrick 

for organising another successful week , a big thanks to all the other trip leaders for 

helping, all club members who went who contributed to the excellent atmosphere for the 

week . 
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Rob and Fiona S. 

What a great week away in the high country. For those who ventured out on the tracks 

there was something for everyone.  It was great to finally drive some of the  iconic tracks 

like Billy Goats and Blue Rag. For those who stayed at camp there was lots of visits to the 

pub and the Dargo shop, camp cooking and plenty of laughs. 

Rob and Sue 

" We had a great time on this trip. As one of the less experienced drivers, I felt really well 

looked-after, with Michael giving me the full "mother hen" treatment, making sure I stayed 

out of trouble. I learned so much driving on these tracks, and look forward to the next 

challenge. The region is lovely. On one of the days, we took a private side-trip down to 

Lakes Entrance, and hugely enjoyed the area and a local cruise. An unscheduled, second, 

side-trip the next day (when the track drives were called off on account of rain) gave us a 

chance to explore Sale, which was equally beautiful. Thanks to Michael and the other trip 

leaders for setting up and running a great trip. Thanks also to the other club members, who 

were (as always) great company. Finally, thanks to the Dargo River Inn, for looking after 

our group so well." 

Mark Goddard 

Smoke, sunshine, rain. We experienced it all. Thank you everyone for a great trip. It was 

very enjoyable catching up with, and meeting members. All whilst keeping  our hands on 

the wheel!  Haha, fell into that one. Keep up the repartee     

It was lovely seeing Tina again. Deb, Tina and me enjoyed a little sortie exploring local 

roads and collecting fire wood whilst the convoy butted heads on Billy Goat track. Thanks 

Matt for convoy leading, appreciated. A special thanks to Michael for organising the Vic 

High Country tour. The buffet roast gets a thumbs up from me.  

On a personal note, discovering I was too tired for an adventure was part of the adventure. 

Looking forward to returning to 4x4 driving as it proves possible. 

Victoria  

The Vic high country, wow what can we say? It was everything we had been waiting for 

and more. The challenging tracks, the river and the crossings, the great company and the 

views, oh my the views! It was a really exhilarating experience and it was a privilege to be 

in such a pristine wilderness. The tracks were great fun and the training definitely came in 

handy, more than once. We only managed three of the trips on offer but hope to return in 

2020 for the rest. Our convoy leader, Bron was excellent and she and Andy guided us 

through some amazing scenery and tracks. The only downside was that I didn’t get to 

photograph all the flowers we saw, there were so many!! I shall go equipped next time 

with my plants of the Victorian high country guidebook to identify them al!! It was such a 

well organised trip and the campground at Dargo was in a lovely location, and real coffee 

was available for this that wanted!  The whole week was capped off with the trip dinner 

too which we also enjoyed. Cant' wait to go back! 



 11 

 Jane and Neil 

Michael has done a great job in persisting in his pursuit of the ideal introduction to 

4WD’ing in the Victorian high country for the less-experienced club members. The format 

has evolved over several years, and the latest version has provided members with a good 

choice of accommodation styles and levels of comfort to suit all budgets, as well as some 

great (dare I say “iconic”?) tracks and day trips. We even scored a day of pleasant rain, that 

allowed some members to enjoy a slack day trip to Lakes Entrance for a fish & chips 

lunch. And I have no doubt that other writers will mention the excellent Wednesday-night 

roast dinner put on by the Dargo Inn. Big thank-you to Michael and the other trip leaders 

for an enjoyable week. 

Chris  

Here some babble… 

We travelled to Dargo and set up camp at the Dargo River Inn. We then spent day one 

exploring firstly Billy Goat Bluff track and on to the Pinnacles lookout.  

Day two we headed to Blue Rag trig, with a stop about half way to check out an old 

railway carriage. Yep half way up a hill, miles from any rail line here was an old rail car 

we deduced was an original version of refrigerated transport. 

Day three and it rained, all day. Lunch at the Dargo Hotel, playing pool. 

Day four and we travelled the Crooked River track. With 28 river crossings as Matt 

counted them out. Great looking camp spots and each one a picture with the clear water 

and stone base. 

Day five and we headed to Wallers Hut. At the ripe old age of 50 years it’s fairly modern 

and well kept. 

On day 6 we all packed up and headed home as we were ready. 

All in all it’s a wonderful part of our country and exactly the sort of area all four wheel 

drivers should visit and experience. 

Thank you to Michael for again organising a wonderful trip and all our trip leaders and 

experienced club members who helped out and passed on their knowledge. A fantastic trip. 

Robinson 

The Victorian High Country trip in November 2019 was full of adventure with a bunch of 

great people. Our group trip leaders Brony and Andy guided us through tracks we had 

never explored before. We didn't even need to look at a map! 

The highlights were the sights of Wonnangatta Station, Billy Goat Bluff and Blue Rag. We 

enjoyed having lunch with our group, getting to know new people and learning about the 

history of the area. Some of these tracks were rougher and steeper than we had ever tried 

before. It was fun traversing through over 20 river crossings on the Crooked River Track. 
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We enjoyed the leisure day that allowed some time to relax and explore Bairnsdale. The 

Dargo River Inn location was excellent for a base camp and the club dinner on Wednesday 

night was absolutely delicious. We also enjoyed visiting the Dargo Pub and getting an 

iconic photo with the 4WDs parked out the front. Looking forward to more adventures 

with the 4WD club in 2020. 

Garry, Gretta and Lauren Firth 

Our first trip to the High Country as a family. Spectacular scenery, fantastic tracks and 

great company.  Photos show it all. 

A big thanks to Michael and the other trip leaders for coordinating a great event. We are 

looking forward to next year. 

Stuart, Sarah and Sophie 

 The Vic High Country Ramble had a bit of everything: stunning scenery, challenging 

tracks, an introduction to summer, a reminder of winter, country hospitality, great 

camaraderie and free entertainment (thanks Matt and Scotty). We had a terrific convoy, a 

great mix of trucks and experience. Karen and I shared the driving 50/50 which I enjoyed 

more than I thought as it gave me a chance to appreciate the views! I did insist on driving 

Billy Goat, as it was one of those iconic tracks I wanted to tick off. We stuck to the script 

most days on Michael’s well-planned agenda and ticked off Billy Goat, Blue Rag and 

Crooked River. The rain on Wednesday meant a change of plans but Matt led a nice little 

trip along the river to justify the obligatory end of day de-brief at the Dargo Pub. Back on 

script heading out to Wallers Hut, but a nice little detour up the rarely used Mountain Track 

was a bit of fun, adding a whole lot of new bush pin-stripes.  

Lessons for the week – 1. Matt and Scotty should have their own radio show, the boys are 

hilarious  

2. As much as we love the FJ Cruiser, auto petrols running steep downhills are not fun. 

Nah, scrap 2…we still love the FJ….Thanks everyone for such a great trip, great planning, 

great people and great fun.   

Colin & Karen McLachlan 

 

Such a great week away.  Began with an easy drive to Dargo where we were all based (at 

Dargo River Inn) with easy access to the tracks and we had Matt and Scotty sharing the 

trip leading and charlie duties for our group. 

Day 1 - Billy Goat Bluff Track 

It is listed as one of Australia's most dangerous and challenging tracks and it didn't 

disappoint. Track was very narrow in places (with the track very close to the cliff edge in 

some places) and one of the steepest descents (dropping from 1450 metres to 400 

metres).  We took in the view from the Pinnacles Lookout - amazing - and had a chat with 

the Ranger manning the fire tower - what an office he has - breathtaking views - 
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sometimes he can see clear to the coast.  Billy Goat even provided a celebrity meet and 

greet - Tim Bates from 4WD Adventure.   

Day 2 - Blue Rag 

Thought Billy Goat was steep but I think Blue Rag is even steeper and, at times, not for the 

faint-hearted when you look out the window and see how close the drop off on each side of 

the track is - yikes!!   Again, very steep descent but the views of the High Country are just 

amazing -  this track was definitely a highlight of the trip.  Fun night around the communal 

fire to end the day. 

Day 3 - easy day 

Rainy day meant some down time for everyone - we chose to check out Bairnsdale for 

lunch and a massage for Scotty and op-shopping for Jen.  Hoped that the rain would help 

with the nearby fires (on Blue Rag we had watched the mushroom cloud forming from the 

nearby fire).  Rewarded with some classic rainbow photos at camp on our return. 

Day 4 - Crooked River track 

The Count from Sesame Street joined us today as we numbered off all the river crossings 

(seriously - we laughed each time - small things/small minds I guess!!!)  Huge contrast to 

the other two tracks - but no less beautiful - this track took us over 28 river crossings, "Ah! 

Ah! Ah! Ah! Ah!" and through some beautiful country.  Overall an easier track than the 

other two but some of the creek exits were a bit of a challenge (especially the wetter they 

got from each vehicle ahead).  

Day 5 - Owen Waller Hut 

Chose to end with a shorter track today to Owen Waller Hut and then, via an not so 

frequently used track, went up Mt Baldhead.  Again, a steep decline to test those 

driving.  End up back in Dargo for our "must have" shot in front of the Dargo Pub and one 

last drink before the packup and departure tomorrow.  Funny how all the tracks seem to 

lead to the Dargo Pub - coincidence?!?!?!?!? 

Thanks to Michael Patrick and all for a great trip. 

Scotty and Jen 
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Last September, Neil Telfer, a long standing club member and past President (our longest 

serving President) passed away.  A short obituary was included in the October 2019 news-

letter.  At the December club meeting Sandra, Neil’s wife, attended and gave a short 

presentation.  It is reproduced here for those members who were unable to attend the meet-

ing. 

Hi, I am Sandra Telfer.  Thank you.  Andy and Committee. 

I wanted to thank the club for the kind words of sympathy in the October magazine follow-

ing the death in September of my husband Neil Telfer.  Neil was given the honour of Life 

membership by the Club in 2012 for his contribution. 

Prior to joining the Club as novices in 1992 our adventures included a night trip in 1967 

over the Brindies to Tumut in our trusty VW with a new born baby (Neil thought it was a 

shortcut to Shepparton) and our Ford Fairlane attempting the ski run of Mt Ginini with 

some snow making it very slippery. 

With the appropriate 4WD training we became more experienced and were able to enjoy 

many trips across and around Australia, joining the East West trip with Peter Watson, 

Criss-cross and the Canning Stock Route with Doreen and Plod McEnroe, and Arnhem 

Land, Cape York, Tasmania, the High Country and many shorter trips closer to home.  

During these trips of course we shared many a campfire yarn or story and made lifelong 

friendships in the process.  These are the benefits of travelling in convoy. 

After 10 years of OzTenting we decided more comfort was needed and in 2011 bought an 

off-road caravan. 

That proved to be a good idea as health issues prevented us being involved in Club activi-

ties in recent years.  Our purchase of an off-road van made it possible for me to take him 

to other destinations and continue to enjoy the beauty of our country.  This year we had 

time on the SA Eyre Peninsular and 3 months enjoying the warmth of the tropics through 

the winter which he loved. 

I sold our tent and my vehicle is more caravan oriented, but I hope to be able to re-join 

Club activities when possible. 

Thanks for coming along Sandra, and we hope to see you again at club events and on club 
trips. 

Sandra Telfer 
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This trip was to have been to Mount Airly, but had to be changed because of the bushfire 

situation. 

Attendees were trip leader Steve (Patrol), Sally (Patrol), Tara and Pat (Patrol), Harry and 

Ella (Hilux), Jake (Hilux), Andy (Challenger) and Pete (Jeep). 

Most people met up on the Friday afternoon and proceeded to a camping spot off Wombat 

Flat Rd, right next to some fun rock steps.   A very handy location for those who wanted to 

test themselves and their vehicles straight away.  Unfortunately for Tara she broke two rear 

trailing arms.  Luckily she was able to source a couple of second hand replacements in 

Nowra that night. 

On Saturday morning Andy and Pete joined the trip and met up with the others at the camp 

site. 

From there we drove to Dusties and checked out a Cruiser struggling to get up.  He needed 

a tow to get up the last bit and there was some concern about the two straps being joined 

with a shackle. 

Next we drove a track called Tree Root.  That took us down to a slightly greener part of 

Yalwal where we had lunch.  Then there was a tough climb over big rocks to get out of 

there.  It was hard driving, but all managed it with a team effort of track building and spot-

ting.  From there we drove to Coolendel where we camped.  There was some rain that 

night and it was good to be able to be under Steve’s Gazebo. 

On Sunday morning we returned to the Friday camp site and took a track from there to the 

start of Monkey Gum.  A good drive which included using an iffy looking log bridge.  

There was quite a bit of slow traffic which held us up.  Monkey Gum was a fun drive, but 

needed care and concentration.  Steve drove into a big bog hole, got stuck and needed to 

get towed through the last bit.  There is a reason why there was a track around it! 

Eventually we made to Braidwood Rd where aired up, said our goodbyes and headed for 
home.  Should have been plain sailing from there, but Steve broke an axle and lost a wheel 
after that.  How could that happen???   

 

Andy Wall 

Mt Airly No Yalwal Instead 
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SOUTHERN TABLELANDS 4 WHEEL DRIVE CLUB Inc 

Annual General Meeting - 2020 

In accordance with the Constitution, notice is hereby given that the 2020 Annual General 

Meeting (AGM) of the Southern Tablelands Four Wheel Drive Club Inc will take place at 

7:30pm on Tuesday 10th March 2020 at the Canberra Deakin Football Club, 3 Grose St. 

Deakin ACT. 

An important business item of the AGM is to elect our committee.  In accordance with the 

Club’s Constitution and By-Laws, Full Members, Family Members (Spouses/Partners) and 

Life Members over the age of 18 are eligible to nominate for the committee and to vote at 

the AGM.  

An office-bearer of the club and the spouse/partner or dependent of that member may not 

occupy a position as office-bearers of the club at the same time 

Nominations for positions on the committee shall be made in writing signed by two 

members of the Club and accompanied by the written consent of the candidate (endorsed 

on the form of nomination and must be lodged with the Secretary 

(Secretary@st4wdc.com.au) Secretary by 29th February 2020 (i.e. 10 days before the 

meeting). 

The committee positions to be filled at the Annual General Meeting are: 

 

President *     Vice President * 

Secretary *     Treasurer * 

Membership Secretary   Education Coordinator 

Events & Trips Coordinator  Publications Coordinator 

Property Coordinator   Public Relations Coordinator 

Information Coordinator  General Committee Members (four positions) 

(* office-bearer)  

 

If there is only one nomination received for a committee position the person nominated 

shall be deemed to be elected. 

If there is more than one nomination received for a committee position then a ballot shall 

be held. The ballot for the election of a committee member shall be conducted at the 

Annual General Meeting in such usual and proper manner as the committee may direct. 
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If insufficient nominations are received to fill all the vacancies on the committee then 

further nominations, made on the committee nomination form, shall be received at the 

Annual General Meeting. 

The committee is established under the Club’s Constitution.  The By-Laws describe the 

committee structure including the responsibilities of committee members.  Both documents 

are available on the Club’s website or from the Secretary.  

 

Relevant documents may be found at the following links (you may be required to log into 

the website): 

 

 

 

l Committee Nomination Form 

 

l  AGM Agenda 

 

l 2019 AGM Minutes – Draft 

 

l Constitution 

 

l By-laws 

 

The 2019 Financial Reports will be made available by 20 February 2020. 

 

Only Members who were Financial as at 29 February 2020 are eligible to nominate 

for Committee Positions.  Committee Members must be financial for the duration of 

their term on the Committee.  Members whose membership is due for renewal in the 

period 29 February 2020 to 10 March 2020 must be financial at the AGM in order to 

accept nominations for the Committee or to vote at the AGM. 

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________

_____ 
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The Club’s committee will be elected at the Annual General Meeting to be held on 10th 

March, 2020.  Written nominations for committee positions must reach the Secretary at 

least 10 days before the meeting, i.e. by 29th February 2020.  

 

Nominations are invited for the following positions: 

 

President 

Vice President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

Education Coordinator 

Events and Trips Coordinator 

Information Coordinator 

Membership Secretary 

Public Relations Coordinator 

Publications Coordinator 

Property Coordinator 

General Committee Members (Four Positions) 

 

The Committee is established under the Club’s Constitution.  The By-Laws describe the 

Committee structure and responsibilities of Committee Members.  Both documents are 

available on the Club’s website or from the Secretary. Only financial members aged 18 

years and over are eligible to serve on the Committee; this includes Full Members, Life 

Members and Family Members (who are the spouse/partner or dependent of a Full/Life 

Member). 
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NOMINATION 

 

Name of Member Nominated: …………………………………………………………. 

  

 

Committee Position:  …………………………………………………………... 

  

 

Proposed by: Name  ……………………………………………………………

  

 

Signature    …………………………………………………………... 

  

 

Seconded by: Name  …………………………………………………………... 

 

Signature    …………………………………………………………...  

 

TO BE COMPLETED BY NOMINEE 

 

I accept my nomination and acknowledge that I understand the responsibilities of the 

position for which I have been nominated.  If elected, I undertake to discharge those 

responsibilities to the best of my ability.  

 

I declare that I have not: been convicted of an indictable offence in the promotion, 

formation or management of a body corporate; been convicted of an offence involving 

fraud or dishonesty punishable by imprisonment of three months or more; or been 

bankrupt or personally insolvent within the meaning of the Corporations Act. 

 

 Name   ………………………………………………………………. 

 

 Signature            ..............................................................Date ....... / ....... / 2020 
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Extracts from the By-Laws:   

     Part III – Committee and Part IV – Organisation and Responsibilities 

 

Part III  -  Committee 

 

9. Office-bearers of the Club 

The president shall be responsible for the general coordination and management of the 

club including: 

chair meetings of the office-bearers of the club; and 

chair meetings of the committee; and 

chair general meetings; and 

chair annual general meetings; and 

encourage courteous and considerate behaviour by members at all meetings. 

The vice-president shall: 

deputise for the president in his/her absence; and 

nominate and brief delegates to national and regional association meetings with which the 

club is affiliated; and 

oversee and assist, where appropriate, the activities of the public relations team; and 

undertake duties as club insurance officer. 

The secretary shall be responsible for: 

discharging statutory obligations as described in the constitution section 15; and 

receiving correspondence and distributing for action as appropriate; and 

preparing general correspondence consistent with committee policy; and 

compiling the agenda and papers, and preparation of minutes of general and committee 

meetings; and 

undertaking the role of returning officer for club elections, referenda and surveys; and 

legal contracts; and 

maintaining custody or control of club records, books and other documents; including 

determining, with the approval of the committee, record keeping requirements for the club. 

The treasurer shall be responsible for: 

discharging statutory obligations as described in the constitution section 16; and 
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budget analysis and review; and 

correspondence relating to financial matters; and 

financial management; and 

supporting the accurate record keeping of the club by creating and managing relevant 

records according to standard accounting practice. 

 

10 Structure 

In addition to the office-bearers of the club, the titles and duties of ordinary members of 

the committee are established as follows: 

Education coordinator who shall coordinate the activities of the education team; 

Events and trips coordinator who shall coordinate the activities of the events and trips 

team; 

Publications coordinator who shall coordinate the activities of the publications team; 

Property coordinator who shall coordinate the activities of the property team; 

Membership secretary who shall coordinate the activities of the membership team; 

Public relations coordinator who shall coordinate the activities of the public relations team; 

Information coordinator who shall coordinate the activities of the information team; 

General committee member (maximum four positions) who may be responsible for one or 

more tasks as agreed with the president. These tasks may include, but are not limited to: 

organising venues and resources required for meetings; 

organising the general meeting such as, the physical venue, suppers, guest speakers, audio-

visual presentations, demonstrations of equipment; 

arranging prizes for and organising the raffles at club meetings; 

assisting the membership team welcoming visitors and new members to club meetings; 

managing club social functions and undertaking fund-raising activities;  

assisting in the provision of a calendar of social activities to integrate into the club events 

and trips calendar; and 

supporting coordinators in the discharge of their duties. 
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Part IV  -  Organisation and Responsibilities 

11 Committee 

See Part III  -  Committee. 

 

12 Driver and Trainer Education Team 

The driver and trainer education team shall be responsible for: 

developing driver training policies for approval by the club committee; and  

developing course structure, competencies and content for approval by the club committee; 

and 

implementing and delivering an education program for club members; and 

improving driver skills with particular regard to safety and environmental issues; and 

improving the standard of trainers; and 

providing a training program to integrate into the club events and trips calendar; and 

training club members wishing to participate in four wheel drive trips to a minimum driver 

skill standard, as defined by the committee from time to time; and 

supporting the property coordinator in the management of the club driver training facility; 

and 

supporting accurate club record keeping with the maintenance of training records.  

 

13 Events and Trips Team 

The events and trips team shall be responsible for: 

creating and maintaining the club events and trips calendar with input from other 

coordinator roles; and 

providing a program of ongoing driving trips to integrate into the club events and trips 

calendar; and 

publicising the established club policy and procedures related to the running of club 

activities; and 

supporting accurate club record keeping including maintaining a register of trip leaders and 

other trip records; and 

promoting the club's trainee trip leader program by fostering the interest of members in trip 

leadership; and 

seeking endorsement of all activities by the committee. 

supporting accurate club record keeping by creating and maintaining relevant records. 
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14 Publications Team 

The publications team shall be responsible for: 

club publications and their dissemination; and 

managing and maintaining the official archive collection of club publications; and 

publishing member advertising to the club's web site; and 

encouraging articles from members and others on various topics aimed at promoting and 

encouraging the sport of four wheel driving for inclusion in club publications and on the 

web site; and 

overseeing the production of any promotional materials that depict club activities and 

which encourage and promote the sport of four wheel driving; and 

submitting to the committee for approval proposed major changes to material displayed in 

club publications and on the web site; and 

supporting accurate club record keeping with the maintenance of publishing records. 

 

15 Public Relations Team 

The public relations team shall be responsible for: 

all club pronouncements of a public nature including: 

written submissions to statutory authorities, governments, and other organisations and 

individuals; and 

press releases; 

and 

in consultation with the vice president, liaising with state and national four wheel drive 

organisations, national parks, forestry and lands authorities, emergency services, and other 

similar authorities; and 

ensuring that good relations are maintained between the club and other organisations or 

individuals; and 

overseeing the design, production and sales of club stickers, clothing,  badges, logos, and 

posters; and 

providing a calendar of community based events to integrate into the club activities 

calendar; and 

organising club participation in externally-organised community events, and other 

charitable and community service activities with a view to encouraging and promoting the 

sport of four wheel driving amongst the community; and 



 30 

soliciting and managing appropriate advertising from the business community; and 

submitting to the committee for approval an annual schedule of advertising charges; and 

supporting accurate club record keeping with the maintenance of public relations records 

including lists of advertisers and other public relations contacts. 

 

16 Club Property Team 

The club property team shall be responsible for: 

managing the club property Talooge Park, including: 

preparing policies on management and use for approval by the committee; and 

preparing and maintaining development plans for committee approval; and 

coordinating maintenance activities; and 

preparing budget proposals for any recurrent and/or capital expenditure; and 

managing the relationship between the club, its neighbours, local council and other 

relevant authorities; 

and 

managing the club's assets by: 

maintaining a register of assets; and 

ensuring that assets are maintained in good working order; and 

ensuring secure storage of all assets; and 

overseeing asset use by club members; and 

developing budget proposals for any recurrent and/or capital expenditure on assets; 

and 

arranging the competitive bulk purchasing of goods or the provision of discounted services 

relevant to the activities of the club; and 

supporting accurate club record keeping with the maintenance of property and asset 

records including listings of neighbours and other appropriate property contact information 

or records. 

 

17 Membership Team 

The membership team shall be responsible for: 

supporting accurate club record keeping with the management and maintenance of 

membership records; and 
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Producing member lists from time to time as directed by the committee; and 

managing access rights to the club web site for all members upon membership approval by 

the committee; and 

promoting the club to prospective new members; and 

developing budget proposals and managing membership expenditure; and 

seeking committee approval of new member applications; and 

providing all new members with a club information package endorsed by the committee; 

and 

as soon as practical after 1 January each year, issuing a reminder to all persons whose 

membership has expired; and 

welcoming new members and visitors at general meetings. 

 

18 Information Team 

The information team shall be responsible for: 

investigating and recommending electronic information and communication systems to 

support the efficient and cost-effective operation of the club, including service providers 

and disaster recovery; and 

arranging, managing and certifying contracted information technology services and service 

providers; and 

maintaining and developing the club web site structure and content, email services, and 

other data repository services to meet agreed requirements, including the management of 

access control and editorial responsibilities; and 

providing technical support and user advice for the systems used  in support of club 

operations; and 

maintaining a list of requested changes and desirable developments of information systems 

and recommending priorities; and 

developing budget proposals for recurrent and/or capital expenditure; and 

ensuring electronic information is managed in compliance with Commonwealth and ACT 

legislation and regulations as relevant to the club; and 

supporting accurate club record keeping by creating and maintaining relevant records. 
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Braidwood 

 

 

BlazeAid 
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Installing water supply to 

animals on the Tallaganda 

Fireground 
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Wildcare Landtasia Feed Drops 
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He did not get morning tea 
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Comments from members who participated on Shakey and Trish well led day trip 

I had great day out on the cotter dirt tracks. It’ was very dry and We got to go on some new 

tracks which some were challenging . Thanks to everyone for helping me when I got a 

rock stuck under my Patrol. We also saw another 4WD club going down a hill. 

Luke 

 

Five vehicles met up at the Cotter Servo ready to explore some new tracks in the area. We 

headed out to the old Cotter Pub car park site and aired down.  

 Lead by Shakey Daz we headed into the Cotter finding a few locked gates and dead ends 

but this didn’t  dampen the mood as we were assured there were plenty more tracks to 

explore even when we had a vehicle hung up on a rock that needed to be recovered. 

 We headed down the Mineshaft and then back up on our way to Murray’s Corner for 

lunch which was a bit of fun. 

 After lunch we did a lap down Bullen Range with a couple of interesting lines with some 

rutted section of tracks and some rock steps after which we ended at the Cotter Caves. 

Thanks again to Shakey Daz for an enjoyable laid back day on the tracks. 

 

Rob Stevenson  

 

Both the day trips around Cotter were fantastic. I've never done majority of the tracks. 

Some tracks if I was alone I would not attempt, but in a group I had some testicular 

fortitude to do it. 

Thank you for organising both these day trips and I am hoping that you bring on a few 

more for 2020. 

Siva. 

 

 

Exploring Cotter Side Tracks 
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The Balloon Spectacular is an ACT annual event. It is one of the many events celebrating 

Canberra’s birthday. For this reason it commences on Saturday of the Canberra Day long 

weekend and goes until the end of the following weekend. Once more we have been asked 

to provide support crews to local, interstate and overseas pilots. We have been doing this 

for many years and our participation makes the event the success it is. Volunteers help 

pilots set up balloons, with crowd control sometimes necessary, follow or chase your 

balloon so that you arrive in time to help the pilot land safely, deflate, pack up and drive 

back to the lawns at Old Parliament House, refilling gas bottles on the way. There is a 

complimentary hearty breakfast and time to socialize afterwards. This is a wonderful 

opportunity to spend time with old friends and make new ones. Its also highly likely that 

you will be able to take in the sights of Canberra from the air as your pilot endeavours to 

take up all crew over the 9 days weather permitting. You don’t have to volunteer every day. 

Let me know which days you can come, whether you can tow a 4×8 trailer and if you have 

a preference for a pilot or balloon shape. Training is on the job with your friendly pilot. 

Pilot registration opened this month and closes in February so details of pilots attending 

are currently unavailable. Register online or email Trips Events Coordinator. 

Trips@st4wdc.com.au directly or volunteer at a club meeting.  

Canberra Balloon Spectacular  

7th to 15th March 2020 
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Lids For Kids 

Southern Tablelands Four Wheel Drive Club is supporting Lids for Kids. We would like you to get behind 

us and save your bottle lids and bread tags to support this great cause. We are collecting the lids/ bread tags 
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https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/volunteers/VolunteersInformationForm.htm 

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/volunteers/VolunteersInformationForm.htm
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CLUB BANK DETAILS 

Bank:    Bank Australia 

Account Name:   ST4WDC 

BSB Number:  313 140 

Account Number: 1213 0617 

Members should use these account details in all 



 46 

 

2008 TOYOTA LANDCRUISER 

Extras on vehicle include: 
Bull bar, winch and side rails. 

Weather shields left & right. 

ARB compressor in toolbox.  

80 Channel Icom CB roof mounted 

NOW ARB roof rack. 

Full width tyre box, 2 tyres & tools. 

Daytime LED running lights. 

5 Mag Rim Highway tyres (continental) 

6 Steel Rim 4WD Coper Discovery ST 

Bespoke steel tray, rubber tray mat. 

Air conditioning & dual battery system. 

Full length shelf under tray & ladder rack. 

CODAN H F Radio mounted behind seat. 

4 toolboxes under the tray. 

Air bag assist suspension. 

Tow bar 50 mm SQ, lock, pin and bolt. 

Switched LED reverse / work light. 

  
Trayon extras: 

Extra power points & 12-volt outlets. 

Corner bolsters & 2 ARB LED lights. 

Canvas skirt, fly & awning (not in pic-

High density foam double mattress. 

Extra new house batteries. 

TRAYON Number 541. 

Contact: David Campbell  0431 574 303  dcam77@netspeed.com.au 

One owner since new. Cost over $125, 000 to assemble.  

Low Km (under 122,000Km). NSW rego to 12/4/20. 

Price Complete: $88,990 ONO 
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2 x Led lights with clips for poles - $5 

Contact John 0408 204 410. 

1 x Spare tyre and Rim for Triton 

LT245/75R16 with K02 tyre - $20 

 

Contact John 0408 204 410.  

5 x Mazda tyre and rims - $100 for 

the lot 

 

Contact John 0408 204 410. 
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Gas stove (3 burner) and stand $20.00 

 

Contact John 0408 204 410.  

Turfor - $30 

 

Contact John 0408 204 410.  
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Towing mirrors $5.00 

Contact John 0408 204 410.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fridge slide to suit 40Lt fridge $30 

Contact John 0408 204 410.  
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Polo Shirts  $38.00 

Chambery Shirts $45.00 

Jackets    $110.00 

Hoodies  $45.00 

Rugby Tops  $50.00 

Caps   $15.00 

Bucket Hats  $15.00 

Beanies   $20.00 

Name Badges  $10.00 

Club Clothing 


